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mentoring, and group dis-
cussion.  

Resources: We will use 
the Bible, EPC Leadership 
Training guide, and selec-
tions from The Leadership 
Dynamic by Harry Reeder, 
Next Generation Leader by 
Andy Stanley, and I Will by 
Thom S. Rainer.  Read the 
Introduction to I Will prior 
to the first meeting. 

Prerequisites: Ideally, the 
Cornerstone Vision and 
Values class should be taken 
first, as this addresses what 
it means to be a believer in 
Jesus and how we grow in 
grace.  Even if you haven’t 
been through this class, 
you’re still invited. You just 
may need to play catch-up. 

By Carter Sanger 

Is there a difference between a 
Christian and a disciple?  No! 
Not when you use 
“Christian” in the Biblical 
sense.  To have saving faith 
is to be a disciple – a fol-
lower – of Jesus. When 
Jesus began his public min-
istry he said to His first dis-
ciples, “Follow me and I will 
make you fishers of 
men.” (Mark 1:17)  

Are you a fisher of men? 

The apostle Paul explains 
that all who are in Christ 
“are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into 
Christ.”  (Ephesians 4:15)  
Discipleship, in other 
words, is not a short-term 
assignment.  It is a lifelong 

calling, and the direction of 
spiritual maturity takes us 
toward Biblical leadership.  
If we are to “make disciples 
of all nations,” as Jesus com-
missions His Church to do, 
then we must develop serv-
ant leadership skills.  

Are you actively invest-
ing in Christ-like lead-
ership skills? 

You’re Invited to Lead-
ership Training Wednes-
day evenings from 6:30-
8:30 p.m., beginning 
Wednesday, September 16.  
We will meet every 
Wednesday night through 
November 11.  Be prepared 
to commit to the weekly 
reading and homework as-
signments, partnering with 
a peer for accountability and 

DISCIPLESHIP AND LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

BY NATHAN COTTON 

Summer is over, and fall is 
approaching.  That means it 
is time for another year of 
Cornerstone youth events 
and classes.  We have made 
some changes this year that I 
want to bring to your atten-
tion.  The purpose of this 
article is to inform you of 
our new age-specific classes, 

new junior high teacher, 
and interactive high school 
class structure.  

The Cornerstone youth has 
moved its Sunday school to 
an age-specific class model 
for several different reasons 
that I would like to mention 
briefly.  

Age gap means differ-
ent concerns 

First, the age difference 
between our students in the 
youth ministry has reached 
both ends of the spectrum. 
We currently have 6th 
grade through 12th grade 
cohabitating in the same 
Sunday school class.  While 
this has its advantages, we 
have found it also has major 
drawbacks.  

(Continued on page 7) 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST:  

 Holiday schedule:       
The church office will be 
closed on Monday,   Sep-
tember 7, in honor of 
Labor Day. 

 Heart-to-Heart and Kidz 
Club will kick off again in 
October. 

 Gulf South Presbytery will 
meet in Covington, Loui-
siana on Friday and Sat-
urday, September 25-26. 
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are opened up to the others 
around us. 

 Our monthly giving contin-
ues to fall short of our ex-
penses, but only by $5,700 
in July.  Our deficit so far 
this year is about $36,000, 
which is eating into our 
$96,000 cushion.  The El-
ders and Deacons continue 
to monitor the situation 
closely. 

 Carter reported on the 
Evangelism Strategy 
Team’s meeting with Bran-
don Bacca of Attack Pov-
erty.  Several ideas were 
proposed to help us con-
nect with our neighbors.  
Some of the larger projects, 
such as mentoring and after
-school classes, would re-
quire us to join with other 
churches and organizations, 
which is a good thing. 

 Several of us will be travel-
ling to the Presbytery 
meeting in Covington, Lou-
isiana, at the end of Sep-
tember.  We expect Italo 
Furieri to come under care 
of Presbytery as a candidate 
for ordination at this meet-
ing. 

BY GENE COVER 

 Carter gave the devotion 
this time based on his read-
ing of Chapter 7 of Michael 
Horton’s book, Ordinary: 
Contentment.    The cure 
for selfish ambition and 
restless devotion to The 
Next Big Thing is content-
ment.  If ambition has been 
converted from a vice to a 
virtue, contentment has 
been transformed from a 
virtue into a vice.   

Lacking sufficient ambition, 
one is content to be some-
thing less than what he or 
she is capable of being, set-
tling for second best.  We 

are to be 
content 
with God’s 
provision.  
What does 
that mean?  
When we 
are safely 
hidden with 
Christ in 
God 
through 

faith in His 
gospel, we 

 Kent Saugier will assume 
Scott Wilkin’s role as lead-
er of the Learning to Fol-
low Jesus team.  Jonathan 
Tucker will take over 
Scott’s Care Group. 

 Session has decided that we 
should return the money 
that the Memorial Parkway 
MUD donated to us for the 
Playground, in order to 
retain some control over 
how our facility is used.  
We are grateful that the 
cost has been covered with-
out the grant. 

 The Cornerstone website is 
being updated and upgrad-
ed.  Be sure to take a look. 

 The small groups will be 
starting up again after La-
bor Day.  If you are not 
already in a small group, 
you should consider joining 
one this fall, as this is a 
great way to stay connected 
and to help your brothers 
and sisters in Christ in their 
walk of faith and life.  Look 
for the details for each 
Small Group on page 6 of 
this newsletter. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

“THE CURE FOR 

SELFISH AMBITION 

AND RESTLESS 

DEVOTION TO THE 

NEXT B IG THING 

IS CONTENTMENT . ”  
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HOPE PARTY IS A SUCCESS 

There was a great turn-out for the 
last women’s Central Perk event 
this summer, benefitting Women 
of Hope in Sierra Leone.  Your 
purchases raised about $450 for 
the women who created the hand-
made items.   

The following is part of a message 
I received from them: 
“Thank you again for hosting a 

Hope Party!  We were so encour-
aged by the success of your par-
ty!  What a blessing this is to the 
women who benefit in so many 
ways from being a part of the Fair 
Trade initiative.” 

If you would like to order addi-
tional items, visit their on-line 
store at: Etsy.com/shop/
WomenofHopeIntl. 

The Session will miss Scott Wilkins, as he and Liz 
move to Oklahoma in August. 
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THE NEXT 2:42 

LUNCH WILL BE 

SUNDAY , 

NOVEMBER 1 . 

er the main themes and signif-
icant connections to Christ.  

From the cover: 
“The Book of Psalms power-
fully resonates with the whole 
spectrum of human emotions 
and experiences, resounding 
with heartfelt praise, humble 
confession, and honest la-
ment.  This guide explains the 
biblical text with clarity and 
passion – exploring the Bi-
ble’s ability to transform our 

emotions and incline our 
hearts toward worship.” 

Please join us each Wednes-
day in the Sanctuary Building 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. to dis-
cover the Psalms and get to 
know your sisters in Christ.  

Childcare is available. If you 
have questions, contact Bev-
erly Tucker at  

tuckerjb10@icloud.com. 

BY BEVERLY TUCKER 

The Women of Cornerstone 
will be studying the Book of 
Psalms this fall during the 
Wednesday morning Bible 
study.  The 12-week study 
will be based on a study guide 
from Crossway’s “Knowing 
the Bible” series.  The study 
will end Wednesday, Decem-
ber 9.  

Each lesson will review a 
group of Psalms and will cov-

WOMEN ’S BIBLE STUDY BEGINS WEDNESDAY , 

SEPTEMBER 16 

Dear Cornerstone Family, 

Scott and I want to thank you all for the sweet goodbye that you 

gave us.  We love you all so very much, and you all have touched 

our lives in one way or another. We have been so very blessed these 

last 19 years by our covenant family. We will miss you all dearly 

and will be praying for you as God works out His plan at Corner-

stone. We are trusting God to lead us to the right church family to 

serve Him and the ministry He has for us within our family. 

With heartfelt gratitude and love, 

Scott and Liz 

 

2:42 LUNCH FEATURES GOOD-BYES 

leaders, and they will be 
greatly missed!  Scott has 
served as a member of the 
Session and a Sunday School 
teacher, and Liz has been ac-
tive with Women’s Ministry, 
especially as a Bible study 
leader and mentor for Heart-
to-Heart.  They also hosted a 
Small Group in their home.  

We pray for 
God to guide 
them to a 
loving 
church in 
Oklahoma 
where they 
can worship 
and serve. 

 

Our 2:42 Lunch on Sunday, 
August 2, was a time to say 
“Good-bye” - both to the Arc 
staff and campers who will be 
returning to the YMCA camp 
for the school year and to 
Scott and Liz Wilkins and 
their family.   

The Wilkins have blessed 
Cornerstone as members and 

Wednesday morning  
Ladies’ Bible Study will 

resume on Septem-
ber16, with a study of 

Psalms for the fall. 

Some of the Arc staff, campers .and their parents 
joined us for worship and the 2:42 Lunch in    

August, marking the end of their summer stay. 
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BY CAROL KUTZER 

School is back in session, and 
that means it is time for our 
Sunday morning classes to 
resume as well.  Here is look 
at what’s being offered this 
fall: 

Study of the Book of Romans:  
Elder Jonathan Tucker will 
lead this adult class. 
(Education Building – Con-
ference Room) 

Cornerstone Vision & Values:  
Pastor Carter Sanger will lead 
this class for new members 

and inquiring visitors. 
(Education Building – The 
Den) 

Cornerstone School of Cove-
nant & Kingdom (CSCK): 
Our children/family Sunday 
School class begins promptly 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Education  
Building – Fellowship Hall.  
We will all be together for 
opening prayer, Catechism 
chant, and scripture memory.  
Children will then be dis-
missed to their classes.  This 
fall the students will be study-
ing Pilgrim’s Progress.  Come 

spring they will study the 
Catechism questions which 
focus on the Lord’s Prayer 
and the Sacraments.  

Youth Classes:   
Nathan Cotton will lead the 
senior high class through Liv-
ing by the Book by Howard 
Hendricks.  Todd Elgie will 
lead the junior high students 
in studying the SO WHAT 
about the church by Greater 
Commissions Publishing.  See 
Nathan’s article for more 
information. (Gym – upstairs 
and/or patio) 

SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES BEGIN  

SEPTEMBER 13 AT 9:15 A.M. 

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE COMING THIS FALL 

On Saturday, October 3, we 
will host a Community Gar-
age Sale which will give the 
residents of Memorial Park-
way the opportunity to sell 
their stuff, taking advantage 
of a grander scale.  It also 
gives us a great opportunity 
to serve our neighbors.  I pray 
we have a strong showing of 
Cornerstone members that 
can meet and greet and simp-
ly be available to talk with 
and help, if needed, the resi-
dents as they sell their stuff. 

We will have volunteer op-
portunities on Friday evening 
to help neighbors unload and 
set up their tables.  On Satur-
day, the day of the event, we 
will need volunteers to act as 

part of a hospitality team. 
These individuals would 
spend time getting to know 
our neighbors, providing as-
sistance when needed, and 
answer any questions.  We 
will also have a couple of peo-
ple stationed at the play-
ground to help keep an eye on 
children.  There will be a 
volunteer form in the bulletin 
in the coming weeks.  Sharon 
Peterson is our “point person” 
for this event, so check with 
her if you have any questions.  

One immediate way you can 
help is to spread the word, 
especially if you live in the 
Memorial Parkway neighbor-
hood. 

BY CARTER SANGER AND  
SHARON PETERSON 

One of our goals as an Evan-
gelism Strategy Team is to 
find ways to connect our 
church body with the neigh-
borhood in which God has 
placed us, which is Memorial 
Parkway.  We've created 
"Neighbors of Memorial 
Parkway", aka NoMP, to help 
in that.  

So far NoMP has conducted 
surveys in the neighborhood 
(results to be published), 
prayed through the neighbor-
hood, and volunteered at a 
couple of neighborhood spon-
sored events (one at Memori-
al Parkway Elementary and 
one at the pool).  

Cornerstone will host a 
Community Garage Sale 
on Saturday, October 3, 

to benefit and get to know 
our neighbors. 

Options this fall include 
two classes for adults, in 

addition to CSCK for 
families, and separate 
classes for junior and 

senior high youth. 
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BRIDGES WELCOMES NEW STUDENTS 

arm of Campus Crusade 
aimed at international stu-
dents.  A host of volunteers 
from local churches showed 
up to help serve food, act as 
table hosts, clean up, and just 
make the students feel wel-
come.   

Follow-up in the form of per-
sonal invitations is encour-
aged, and there are also 
weekly get-togethers where 
volunteers can continue to 

interact with 
the students.  
Jim Yuvancic 
has been 
active on this 
scene.  Ask 
him about it.   

Several Cor-
nerstone 
families were 
represented 
at the Wel-
come Party. 

Bridges International held its 
annual Welcome Party on 
Saturday, August 22, and 
hosted about 400 new inter-
national students with a brief 
city tour and Texas barbeque.   

This event gives students who 
have just come to Houston to 
study at either Rice Universi-
ty or the University of Hou-
ston an opportunity to con-
nect with each other and with 
the Bridges organization, an 

Jim and Becky Yuvancic, the Jorgensen family, Gene 
and Linda Cover, and Pradeep Benjamin helped  
welcome a new group of students to Houston. 

zip line, canoeing, and relax-
ing times.  A great opportuni-
ty for making lifelong memo-
ries and recharging your spir-
itual batteries.  Camp Peniel 
is located near Marble Fall, 
Texas. 

Cost: $225 first two people, 
Additional child age 13+ $85,  

<12  $50,  
Under three is priceless. 

Speaker:  Mike LeJeune 

To register, visit: 

www.camppeniel.org 
Select the “Weekend Regis-
tration” option under the 
Weekend tab. 

Attention, dads!  This time of 
year, take time out of your 
busy schedule to rekindle that 
special relationship with your 
daughters.  You will enjoy this 
adventure-packed weekend of 
Biblical teaching mixed with 
just the right amount of activi-
ties such as horseback riding, 

FATHER & DAUGHTER CAMP-OUT AT CAMP 

PENIEL IS OCTOBER 16-18 

planned for Abraham…for 
him to be a blessing to all the 
nations.  Is this not what God 
has planned for each of us as 
well? 

Cornerstone has lots of op-
portunities to BE A BLESS-
ING.  Now is a great time to 
be praying and asking God 
where He wants you to be 
active.   

One opportunity to consider 
is a Sunday morning volun-
teer position I call a “Buddy”.  
Our Buddies are really 

“special needs assistants”.  
Their service affords special 
needs children the oppor-
tunity to enjoy classrooms or 
services.  We currently have 
3 Buddies, but I would like 
to have 8 so that we can re-
duce the Buddy schedule to 
once every two months.  
Once we get a group of Bud-
dies recruited, we will try to 
meet to discuss specific needs 
of our special kiddos.  Pray 
about it…think about it…let 
me know. 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

This title brings to mind one 
of my favorite CSCK memo-
ries.  Back when CSCK fami-
lies were grouped into Hous-
es, I spent most of my time as 
a member of the House of 
Abraham. One year, the 
Houses were challenged to 
come up with a chant specific 
to their House.  Kent Saugier, 
also in the House of Abraham, 
came up with the perfect 
chant, “BE A BLESSING!”  
That was what God had 

BE A BLESSING ! 

“ONE OPPOR-

TUNITY TO 

CONSIDER IS A 

SUNDAY 

MORNING VOL-

UNTEER POSI-

TION I CALL A 

‘BUDDY ’ . ”   

Camp Peniel offers a 
great get-away for  

fathers and daughters. 
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BY CAROL KUTZER 

☺   And the winner is…   

The winner of August’s Mar-
bles Game is Colton Nesbit!  
His guess of 225 was the clos-
et to the number of marbles 
in the jar (240)!  Congratula-
tions, Colton!  He will re-
ceive a Jason’s Deli coupon 
and a bag of Skittles.  Be sure 
to submit your guess for Sep-

tember’s Cry Baby Game…
and be sure to write clearly 
and include your FULL name. 
To encourage our kids to read 
the Frontlines newsletter, 
winners must ask Mrs. Kutzer 
for their prize.   

☺  Sunday Morning 

Classes:  All Sunday morning 
classes will resume on Sep-
tember13 (the Sunday follow-
ing Labor Day).  Look for 

more information elsewhere 
in this newsletter. 

☺ Wanted:  If you are 

cleaning out your children’s 
closets anytime soon, please 
keep our nursery in mind.  
Items we would like to have:  
toddlers shorts, leggings, and 
t-shirts; outgrown diapers; 
napping pads/mats; and light 
blankets. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES THIS FALL 

meets from 5:00 to 7:00 
p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month.  We 
meet at the church and 
watch the Visionary Parent-
ing DVD series and have a 
discussion, as well as share 
a meal and fellowship to-
gether.  Childcare is pro-
vided.   

If you are at all interested 
in joining other families 
who are intentionally 
working to parent our chil-
dren in Christ, please con-
tact Carl Peterson  or Ben 
Colston and express your 
interest. 

 Cover Small Group 
meets the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of the month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the  home 
of Dixie Hood.  The focus 
is on sharing our lives, 
praying together, and hav-
ing a short study.  We have 
just completed a look at the 
EPC Essentials and will be 
choosing our next topic at 
the September 9 meeting.   

 

 Former Wilkins/Lott 
Small Group is still 
searching for a new leader.  
Their schedule is every 
Sunday evening at the home 
of Robert and Karon 
McMahan.  Be on the look-
out for an announcement 
from this group soon. 

 Sanger Small Group will 

continue to meet on the 

2nd and 4th Sundays of 

each month, 5:00-7:00 
p.m. and will be going 
through The Gospel-

Centered Parent.  Child-

care will be available at the 

church.  Meeting place is 

still undecided. 
 

 Russell Small Group 
discusses the sermons heard 
in worship each week.  
They meet at the Russell 
home on Wednesday nights 
at 6:30 beginning mid Sep-
tember.  Don Russell is the 
leader. 

 

 

 

One of the key ways for 
building community in the 
church body is through our 
small groups, where we can 
share each other’s lives, lend 
support, and learn in a re-
laxed atmosphere.  If you are 
not currently involved in a 
Small Group, plan to join one 
of these this fall.  For more 
on any of the groups, just 
contact the leader. 

 Agape:  a missional 
community  is a small 
group hosted by the Sodens 
on Saturday mornings.  
First meeting is September 
19 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Soden home.  

This group will study the 
book, Conversational Evan-
gelism by Norman & David 
Geisler and will regularly 
reach out to non-believing 
neighbors in creative ways.  
Kids and youth are wel-
come.   

 Another year of our Bibli-
cal Parenting small group 
is being considered.  Bibli-
cal Parenting small group 

“ONE OF THE 

KEY WAYS FOR 

BUILDING COM-

MUNITY IN THE 

CHURCH BODY 

IS THROUGH 

OUR SMALL 

GROUPS….” 

There is a wide variety of 
Small Group options  
available for this fall. 



It was a treat to have Nour, one of 
the missionaries Cornerstone helps 
support, come to visit us in Au-
gust.  Nour and his family were in 
the states this summer to attend 
the EPC General Assembly, attend 
a wedding, and connect with their 
sponsoring churches. 

Nour shared pictures and spoke 

about the many activities they are 
part of in Lebanon, and answered 
questions.  They returned to Leba-
non the following week, to a full 
schedule. 

Contact cards with their picture 
prayer requests, and other infor-
mation are in the church foyer. 

 

MISSIONARY VISITS FROM LEBANON 
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YOUTH THIS FALL : TAILORED TO FIT 

group and beyond.  Moreo-
ver, our hope is that our teens 
will be persuaded to bring 
their friends to Sunday 
school, knowing their friends 
will be encountering other 
teens their age, and discussing 
age-appropriate material.  

New curriculum chosen 
for each group 
Second, both our junior and 
senior highs will begin work-
ing with new curriculum this 
fall.  The senior high students 
will begin a fully interactive 
course in learning how to 
study the Bible using proper 
hermeneutical techniques. 
We will be using the classic 
text Living by the Book by 
Howard Hendricks.   

The focus of this class is for 
our senior high students to 
learn to engage, interpret, 
and cherish the Bible.  I have 
designed the class to be com-
pletely interactive.  Each class 
will present a skill needed for 
proper Bible study and time 
for that skill to be practiced 
by the students and myself.  
We will spend a few minutes 
going over the skill (for ex-

ample learning to look for 
repeated words in the text) 
and the remainder of the time 
digging in the text practicing 
that particular skill. Instead of 
teaching them what they need 
to study the Bible, I will 
spend my time showing them 
how to study the Bible.  

Also, our junior highs will 
spend the year with our brand 
new teacher, Mr. Todd Elgie. 
Todd has many years of junior 
high youth ministry experi-
ence, and he is excited about 
helping us out.  The junior 
high students will be studying 
a curriculum entitled SO 
WHAT about the church by 
Greater Commissions Pub-
lishing.  The focus of this 
study is to both inform our 
students about the church, 
and challenge them to consid-
er how they can get involved.  

We are excited about what 
the upcoming year will bring 
and ask that you would pray 
God’s blessing as we imple-
ment these changes.  

Nathan Cotton 

One of the problems is choos-
ing curriculum. What curric-
ulum do you use that is effec-
tive for both the 6th grader 
and the 12th grader simulta-
neously?  For instance, con-
sider what kind of things oc-
cupy the thought life of a 6th 
grader verses a 12th grader. 
While the 6th grader is wor-
ried about forgetting their 
locker combination, the 12th 
grader is deciding where to 
go to college, who to marry, 
and what kind of tobacco they 
are going to buy on their 18th 
birthday.   

We are to love and disciple 
these kids the best we can, 
which means applying the 
gospel to their lives where 
they are currently.  The best 
way to achieve this is to give 
them time around peers much 
closer to their age, so that we 
can ensure discussion is meet-
ing the needs of those in at-
tendance.  

In addition, our hope is that 
dividing the group into age 
specific classes will forge last-
ing friendships within our 

(Continued from page 1) 

“WE ARE TO 

LOVE AND DISCI-

PLE THESE KIDS 

THE BEST WE 

CAN , WHICH 

MEANS APPLYING 

THE GOSPEL TO 

THEIR LIVES 

WHERE THEY ARE 

CURRENTLY . ”   

New curriculum for 
youth is aimed at better 
equipping them for their 

walk as Christians. 
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“CONTINUE TO 

REMEMBER THOSE 

IN PRISON AS IF 

YOU WERE TO-

GETHER WITH 

THEM IN PRISON , 

AND THOSE WHO 

ARE MISTREATED 

AS IF YOU YOUR-

SELVES WERE SUF-

FERING . ”    

HEBREWS 13:3 

A VISIT TO JESTER PRISON 

ing only our Bibles, study 
material, and our IDs.   We 
met John Warner from St. 
Peter’s Methodist who has 
been involved in the ministry 
going on 20 years.  He 
brought with him a young 
man, Brady, who was soon to 
do prison ministry as a mis-
sionary in El Salvador and 
wanted to visit a prison here 
in Texas first.    

At the gate, a bucket was 
lowered from the gate sally-
port—a lookout tower 
guarding the entrance to the 
facility.  We dropped our 
licenses in, they were raised 
to the guard above who 
promptly signed us in and 
returned our cards.  We en-
tered a set of double gates—a 
technology designed to pre-
vent someone from escaping 
past an entering visitor—and 
signed in again at the main 
building.  The heavy jail door 
looked almost cartoonish with 
its thick, heavy bars that ran 
up and down the length.   

Once inside, we walked 
down a hallway, passing a 
dispensary and some security 
cages to the education wing.   
Offenders (that is the term 
they use, not inmates or con-
victs) waiting in line for meds 
or treatments eyed us curi-
ously as we walked by.   
About a third were in wheel-
chairs or using canes—a re-
sult of injury or illness.  

In the classroom sat about 
thirty men of various ages and 
ethnicities, all wearing the 
same prison garb of white 
shirt, pants, and sneakers.   

As I walked around and intro-
duced myself, I was warmly 
greeted by each of them, tell-
ing me their name and that 
they were happy I had come.  
I immediately felt welcome.   

Dr. Roane started the class 
with prayer and then by fol-
lowing up with an answer to a 
question a gentleman had 
asked the previous week 
about remarrying after a di-
vorce prior to being a Chris-
tian.  Bob provided a 
handout, and he used it to 
carefully exegete God’s view 
on marriage and divorce from 
Scripture.  It was well crafted 
and answered the question 
fully for a group of men, 
many of whom had seen their 
families crumble when they 
were incarcerated.   

We then all stood to sing a 
couple of hymns:  “O For a 
Thousand Tongues” was first.  
Even without accompani-
ment, the men sang with all 
their hearts.  The second 
hymn was “It is Well With 
My Soul”.  One of the young-
er men immediately shouted 
out, “Oh, this is my favorite!”  
and the group sang with even 
more vigor.  Bob stopped the 
group before the final verse, 
to remind them that hymns 
usually had a tremendous 
message of good news and 
hope in that last stanza and 
reminded the men of the 
Blessed Hope to Come 
through Jesus—to a chorus of 
“Amens!” and “Hallelujahs!”  I 
don’t remember the last time 
I sang that song so loudly.   

(Continued on page 9) 

BY MARK JORGENSEN 

Dr. Bob Roane is an ordained 
minister and evangelist whom 
Cornerstone supports and 
who has occasionally filled in 
at the pulpit in Carter’s ab-
sence.  He is involved in a 
variety of ministries and local 
missions, one of which is a 
prison ministry at the Jester 
III facility in Richmond, Tex-
as.  Jester III is a Texas State 
Prison, primarily serving 
medical patients in the prison 
system.    

Knowing his work here, I was 
curious about his ministry and 
asked to tag along one night.  
He heartily agreed, asking for 
my drivers license number to 
get me “approved” to enter.   
I asked him what I needed to 
do, bring, wear, and he told 
me to dress casual but don’t 
wear white as the men in pris-
on all wear white and I didn’t 
want to be mistaken for them 
in the process. 

Upon arriving at the facility, 
we left our wallets and 
phones locked in the car, tak-
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young in the faith, away from 
error, to which he thanked 
them for their help.  “As Iron 
Sharpens Iron” was rattling 
round in my head.   

This same young man stated 
he heard a voice, during a 
trying time, say to him “Do 
not fear, trust me”  and asked 
Dr. Roane if this was God 
speaking.  I sat back and 
chuckled to myself, “Okay 
Bob, let’s see how you swing 
at this pitch!”  Surprisingly, 
he passed the question to the 
group, to get their thoughts.  
Although many of their de-
nominational worldviews 
peeked out, to a man, they 
concluded that if this voice, 
or any other words conflicted 
with Scripture, it definitely 
wasn’t from God.     

Promptly at 8:30 p.m., the 
men got up, and we parted 
ways.  I shook hands with 
each of them, and they 
thanked me for coming.  I 
turned and thanked them for 
letting me be a part of this 
evening.  It hit me as well, 
that I get to leave this room, 
go home to my wife and kids, 
and sleep in my own bed.  I 

felt guilty for the thought, 
knowing that in the presence 
of the holiness of God, I am as 
wicked, or more so, than 
these men I’ve shared time 
with.  They’re paying for 
some of their sins by being 
isolated from their families, 
friends, and civilization.  But 
they still hold on to the joy 
that the One who became a 
prisoner for us has freed them 
of their spiritual prison, and 
they will one day share the 
ultimate freedom of a life in 
full fellowship with our Fa-
ther.   

I don’t know how I’ll move 
on from this evening.  I told 
Bob that I enter into new 
ministries very tentatively and 
prayerfully.   But I would 
recommend to anyone even 
curious about this ministry to 
contact Dr. Roane to make 
the same visit I did.  You will 
not leave there unchanged, I 
can assure you.   

For information about this 
ministry and other related 
prison ministry contact Bob 
Roane at 

BobRoane@aol.com. 

After the men sat down, we 
watched a companion video 
to the study they were doing:  
“The Bible in 90 Days” - a 
study to provide an overview 
of the Bible, allowing them to 
explore the books for further, 
future study.  Once the video 
was over, we broke into 
smaller groups for discussion, 
and I tagged along with Dr. 
Roane’s group, to a smaller 
classroom.   

Huddled around a group of 
tables, Bob began fielding 
questions from the men:  
“What about that king with 
the 900 concubines?  What’s 
a concubine?”  and “ What is 
the Christian obligation to 
help someone in need?”  
among others.  A robust dis-
cussion among the men broke 
out about how to wisely in-
teract with Muslims and Mus-
lim outreach events in the 
prison.  At this moment I 
realized that many of these 
men knew their Bible incredi-
bly well and treated God’s 
word with the respect and 
reverence it deserves.  To-
gether, without much help 
from Bob, they led a man, 

(Continued from page 8) 

Mark Jorgensen had 
the opportunity to 

shadow Dr. Bob Roane  
on his rounds at Jester 

Prison recently. 

“I REALIZED 

THAT MANY OF 

THESE MEN KNEW 

THEIR B IBLE IN-

CREDIBLY WELL 

AND TREATED 

GOD ’S WORD 

WITH THE RE-

SPECT AND REV-

ERENCE IT DE-

SERVES . ” 

be sponsoring a table at the 
breakfast.  Our own Kathy 
Jorgensen volunteers at the 
clinic, as does Cindy Anthis.   

This ministry provides health 
care for many of the low in-
come/uninsured residents of 
the Katy area.  They are al-
ways looking for more volun-

teers, whether you are a 
health professional or not.  
Feel free to talk to Kathy if 
you want to know more 
about the services the clinic 
offers.   

To learn more, visit their 
website at:  

christclinickaty.org. 

Christ Clinic will host its an-
nual Breakfast for a Blessing on 
Friday, September 19.  Key-
note speaker will be Jim 
“Mattress Mac” McInvale.   

Cornerstone helps support 
Christ Clinic through our Ex-
tending Grace budget and will 

CHRIST CLINIC TO HOST BREAKFAST  

Christ Clinic is a local non-
profit clinic serving the 
healthcare needs of low 

income and uninsured in the 
Katy area. 
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As of this writing, we have 
over 20 families and counting 
who have either expressed 
strong interest or are fully 
committed to helping us birth 
a new EPC church.  The larg-
est number of these people 
are from the worship leader’s 
former church, but there are 
also some families who had 
left my former church, some 
families I know from the area, 
and strangely enough there 
are two families that I have 
been meeting with in west 
San Antonio who want to be a 
part.  

We are close to being ready 
for a soft launch, where we 
regularly hold Sunday morn-
ing services, and then we will 
have a large-scale, grand 
opening, official launch with 
as much advertising as we can 
afford sometime after that.  
My worship leader friend has 
quite an arsenal of musicians, 
singers and sound engineers.  
...There is a woman on board 
with us who has led Women’s 
Ministry, a man who wants to 
lead Men’s Ministry, home 
group leaders, high school 
and middle school youth 
group leaders, and even a 
great group of people willing 
to serve as greeters.  We 
even have two men who like 
to serve as parking lot greet-
ers...!  Having parking lot 
greeters and then a number of 
additional greeters at various 
points on the way in will help 
us make a great first impres-
sion on guests.  We need to 
find more children’s workers 

so please pray for that.       

In spite of Brett’s meeting with 
lots of people in San Antonio, 
the attendance at services there 
has been disappointing. 

I am so profoundly grateful 
to all of the churches and 
individuals who have sup-
ported this effort thus far!  I 
didn’t have a lot to show in 
terms of results until now, so 
I am grateful beyond words 
for the way you gave in faith 
and hope of good things to 
come.  

I have been as frugal as possi-
ble with mission gifts and 
will continue to be that way, 
while at the same time mak-
ing the necessary investments 
to have good quality and as 
good of a start as possible, 
Lord willing.  

If you or your church would 
be in a position to invest mis-
sion funds in Quest Church, 
these next few weeks will be 
a critical time.  I think we 
will be self-sufficient in a 
hurry with as rapidly as peo-
ple are gathering, but it will 
take a staggering amount 
initially to gather everything 
we need.  

Even more importantly, 
please continue to pray for 
us.  This is an unbelievable 
turn of events for which I am 
very thankful to the Lord and 
to you for your prayers!  

Thank you and God bless 
you, 

Pastor Brett Becker 

Quest Church in San Antonio is 
an EPC church plant which Cor-
nerstone helps support.  We re-
cently received a letter from pastor 
Brett Becker with some exciting 
developments for this new body.  
Here are some excerpts from his 
letter: 

I’m writing with fantastic 
news!  The Lord has done and 
is doing a remarkable thing, 
and I am so grateful to Him!  
A tremendous opportunity has 
arisen which will involve a 
slight shift in the target area of 
Quest Church to New Braun-
fels, which is still considered 
part of the Greater San Anto-
nio Metropolitan Area.  

Brett had reconnected with a wor-
ship leader he served with in the 
past, who recently lost his job due 
to his church’s dissolution.   

As I was consoling him, a 
thought occurred to me and I 
said, “With all the people you 
know in the area who are 
looking for a church right 
now, and with all the people I 
know having been born and 
raised in the area and having 
lived there until a year ago, 
why don’t we hold a worship 
service just to see if anyone 
shows up?”  

We held a service on July 19th 
and, much to our pleasant 
surprise and without any ad-
vertising other than word of 
mouth and social media, 111 
people showed up.  A number 
of those were there just to 
wish us well, but a significant 
number were also interested 
in starting a new church.   

NEW DIRECTION FOR QUEST CHURCH 

Brett Becker’s church 
plant is focusing on a 

new location, but with 
the same objective. 

“WE ARE CLOSE 

TO BEING READY 

FOR A SOFT 

LAUNCH , WHERE 

WE REGULARLY 

HOLD SUNDAY 

MORNING SER-

VICES , AND THEN 

WE WILL HAVE A 

LARGE-SCALE , 

GRAND OPEN-

ING….” 





God’s saving work in his/her 
life.  And everyone is called 
by the Lord to share that 
story.  Be in prayer that God 
would open your eyes to 
your story and how you 
might share that story with 
the congregation.  For ideas, 
read Psalm 107, which walks 
through a variety of ways 
that God works in the lives 
of people.  If you’re willing 
to share, please let me know, 
and we’ll work together on a 
time in September or Octo-
ber. 

BY CARTER SANGER 

Beginning in September we 
will look at Psalm 107 which 
is an invitation to tell others 
what God has done for you. 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures 
forever! 

Let the redeemed of the 
Lord say so, 
whom he has redeemed from 
trouble. (Psalm 107:1-2) 

Everyone who knows the 
Lord has a story to tell of 
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Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

WHAT ’S YOUR STORY? 

Our next Prayer Walk will be Sunday, September 6,     
following worship.  Plan to stay for a light lunch and then 
spend some time walking our Memorial Parkway neighbor-
hood and praying for the residents there.   

enjoy an ice cream social and 
family activities: volleyball, 
bouncy house, soccer, wet 
slide, or just enjoy the play-
ground and fellowship.  

Volunteers are needed to 
help set up and clean up. 
Contact Carol Kutzer if you 
can help.  Let’s get our fiesta 
on!! 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

Join us Sunday, September 6, 
for fellowship with the    
Cosecha de Vida family as we 
celebrate Labor Day togeth-
er.  

Grilled hamburgers, hotdogs 
with all the fixings, and sides 
will be provided.  Fun starts 
at 6:00 p.m.  After dinner 

FUN TIME PLANNED FOR 

LABOR DAY SUNDAY 

Welcome to Liberty Classical homeschool group!  They join 
PREP and Classical Conversations in using our buildings on 
weekdays.  Cornerstone is a busy place! 


