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forgiven and restored into 
full fellowship with God, 
and become useful to Him 
again in some way.  

In other words, even if we 
do something that puts us 
“on the shelf” as Hendrich-
sen describes it, it doesn’t 
mean that we can’t climb 
back down off the shelf and 
get back into the race that 
Paul talks about.  Take, for 
instance, the author’s exam-
ple about Moses.  Yes, he 
did something that kept him 
from entering the Promised 

(Continued on page 4) 

BY ALLEN WHITE 

I hope you don’t mind a 
brief comment about the 
little booklet I handed out 
last Sunday…a footnote if 
you will.   

Just before the benediction, 
I suggested that you read 
the booklet the way people 
eat chicken—consume the 
meat and throw away the 
bones.  One of those bones 
for me is Hendrichsen’s 
point number 6, “Beware 
the Road of No Return”.  I 
understand what he is trying 
to say, and it is a necessary 

and sober warning to all of 
us, but it could leave people 
with a feeling of hopeless-
ness because of some mis-
take they have made in the 
past.   

Nothing could be farther 
from the truth that is con-
tained in the Bible.  Yes, it 
is true that we can’t change 
the consequences of many 
of our sins.  If we kill a per-
son or produce a child out 
of wedlock or cause any 
number of other irrevocable 
consequences, they don’t 
change.  But that doesn’t 
mean we can’t repent, be 

FOOTNOTE ON MANY ASPIRE FEW ATTAIN 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY TO BEGIN WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 20 

BY BEVERLY TUCKER 

The Women of Corner-
stone will begin a new 12-
week Bible study on 
Wednesday, January 20, at 
9:15 a.m.  We begin each 
session with a time of food 
and fellowship, then discuss 
the lesson for the week.  
We will meet on Wednes-
days in the Sanctuary from 
January 20 until April 20, 
taking a week off for Spring 
Break.  Childcare is provid-
ed.  The study is open to all 

women, so feel free to in-
vite friends! 

Please join us for an in-
depth study by Linda Dil-
low titled, Satisfy My 
Thirsty Soul. Her book is 
divided into two sections: 
“Waking up to Worship” 
and “Walking in Worship”.   

From the Back Cover: 
“As a Christian woman, you 
yearn for intimacy with 
God. You long to know His 
presence, to be satisfied in 

heart and soul, but you 
don’t know how.  You want 
to be obedient, but you 
need a higher motivation 
than simply choosing to do 
right. 

Linda Dillow understands. 
And now in Satisfy My 
Thirsty Soul, she shares 
with you her lifelong dis-
covery that both longings 
can be met—through wor-
ship. 

(Continued on page 3) 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 Holiday schedule:       
The church office will be 
closed from December 24 
through January 3. 

 New directories are in the 
works.  Has your infor-
mation been updated? 

 A Congregational Meet-
ing will be held in Febru-
ary to approve the 2016 
budget.  Watch for the 
date. 

 Is daily prayer and Bible 
reading on your list of 
New Year’s resolutions? 
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 Our Elders and Deacons 
will be working with Pastor 
Pablo to set goals and ac-
countability for him since 
our support of his ministry 
is significant in an intangi-
ble way. 

 The Elders and Deacons 
met in a separate meeting 
to discuss and approve the 
2016 budget.  There will 
be a reduction in the total 
budget of about eight per-
cent from the 2015 budget.  
A reduction is felt to be 
necessary owing to our 
reduced membership and 
the outlook for our local 
economy.  Our proposed 
2016 budget is $351,000.  
Members will receive our 
annual budget report 
around the end of January. 

BY GENE COVER 

 Carter led us through 
Chapter 1 of Jeramie 
Rinne’s book Church El-
ders.  You are not qualified 
to be an Elder by your 
faithful membership, your 
leadership outside the 
church, or by making large 
donations.  Qualifications 
to be an Elder include feel-
ing called to be an elder, 
having a godly character, 
being able to teach the Bi-
ble, leading your family 
well, being a male, and 
being an established believ-
er. 

 Our Child Abuse Policy 
Manual will be revised 
again.  Everyone who has 
contact with our youth 
should be familiar with this 
manual. 

 All of our Ruling Elders 
and Teaching Elders will 
travel to Mobile, Alabama, 
for a Presbytery meeting 
there on January 22-23.  
There will be an important 
vote at this meeting on 
whether our presbytery 
will examine women for 
ordination as Teaching El-
ders.  This could be a divi-
sive vote on a non-essential 
issue, and we need to pray 
that this will not become an 
issue which distracts us 
from more important is-
sues. 

 Our Care Groups have 
been realigned under dif-
ferent Elders.  Members 
and frequent visitors should 
be hearing from your Care 
Group Elder in the near 
future. 

TRIBUTE TO BOB NELLIS 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
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On Saturday, November 28, 
Bob Nellis went home to be 
with the Lord.  Bob was a  
member of Cornerstone for the 
past 26 years and helped move 
the congregation from the 
Spring Branch area in 1993. He 
served as an Elder and was faith-
ful in Sunday School, Evange-
lism Explosion, choir, small 
group, men’s prayer, and pre-
paring coffee on Sunday morn-
ings during that time.   

During the past few years, Bob 
suffered the increasing effects of 
Frontal Lobe Dementia but 
continued to attend worship on 
Sundays, assisted by his wife 
Sandy and son Rob. 

Bob was always eager to share 
his faith with anyone who would 
listen and assured us that he was 
“better than he had a right to be, 
by the grace of God”. 

We offer our sincere sympathy 
to Bob’s family and praise God 
for his life. 

There are several ways that 
you can give your tithes and 
offerings to Cornerstone.  
While by check is the most 

common way, and gives you 
a good record of your giving, 
cash, credit card, and PayPal 
are also accepted.  Just go to 

the Cornerstone website—
cornerstonekaty.org—and click 
on the GIVE tab to use the 
credit card or PayPal option. 

WAYS TO DONATE TO CORNERSTONE 

The Session has pro-
posed a reduced 

budget for 2016.  It 
will be voted on at a 

Congregational 
Meeting in early 

February.  Look for a 
copy in the coming 

Annual Report. 

Bob Nellis 
July 6, 1941— 

November 28, 2015 
Thank you, church, for your 

witness to his family. 
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BY CAROL KUTZER 

 And the winner is…The 

winner of December’s 
Christmas Candy Game is 
Helen!  Her guess of 40 was 
the closest to the actual 
count of candy in the jar 
(48).  Congratulations, Miss 
Helen!  She will receive a 
Chick-fil-A coupon and all 
the candy in the jar.  Be 
sure to submit your guess 
for January’s Winter Mint 
Game…and be sure to 
write clearly and include 
your FULL name. To en-
courage our kids to read the 

Frontlines newsletter, win-
ners must ask Mrs. Kutzer 
for their prize.   

 Parents’ Night Out:  On 

Friday, February 12 at 6:00 

p.m. parents may drop off 
their elementary aged or 
younger children at Corner-
stone and then spend a few 
hours celebrating Valentines 
together.  Please send a 
dinner with them. We will 
feed them, do a craft or 
two, and munch on pop-
corn while we watch a mov-
ie.  Children should be 
picked up at or before 
10:00 p.m.  The cost is $10 

for the first child and $5 
each additional child.  
Please contact the church 
office by February 11 to 
register your kiddos.   

 (281) 579-1080 or        
info@CornerstoneKaty.org  

 Wanted:  If you are clean-

ing out your children’s clos-
ets anytime soon, please 
keep our nursery in mind.  
Items we would like to 
have:  toddlers shorts, leg-
gings, and t-shirts; out-
grown diapers; napping 
pads/mats; and light blan-
kets. 

CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

“AS A CHRISTIAN 

WOMAN ,  YOU 

YEARN FOR 

INTIMACY WITH 

GOD .  YOU LONG 

TO KNOW H IS 

PRESENCE ,  TO BE 

SATISFIED IN 

HEART AND SOUL ,  

BUT YOU DON ’T 

KNOW HOW . ” 

LADIES WILL STUDY WORSHIP THIS SEMESTER 

will truly satisfy your thirsty 
soul.” 

About the Author 
Linda Dillow is the author or 
coauthor of numerous best-
selling books, including A 
Deeper Kind of Calm, Calm 
My Anxious Heart, Creative 
Counterpart, Intimate Issues, 
and Intimacy Ignited.  Linda 
and her husband, Jody, lived 
in Europe and Asia for seven-
teen years training Christian 

leaders with Biblical Educa-
tion by Extension.  Linda now 
speaks frequently at women’s 
conferences.  The Dillows, 
who have four grown children 
and seven grandchildren, live 
in Monument, Colorado. 

If you have questions about 
the study, please contact Bev-
erly Tucker or Evelyn Sau-
gier. 

True worship is both a specif-
ic act and a lifestyle.  As you 
learn what it means to bow 
your knee (the act of wor-
ship), you’ll gain a renewed 
intimacy with God.  And as 
you learn to bow your 
thoughts, words, work, atti-
tudes, will, and even pain 
(the lifestyle of worship), 
you’ll be drawn into God’s 
holy and life-giving pres-
ence—the place where God 

(Continued from page 1) 

The spring ladies’ Bible 
study will focus on wor-

ship as an act and as a  
lifestyle. 

Parents’ Night Out on 
Friday, February 12, 
will give our couples 
with young children a 
chance to have a “date 
night” and celebrate 

Valentines Day. 

UPCOMING EVENTS…. 

Friday, February 12 
Strong Body—Doniece 
Russell 

Friday, March 4 
Modest Dress—Jennifer 
Magee 

Friday, April 8  
Healthy Relationship—
Evelyn Saugier 

Friday, May 6 
 Wrap-up and sharing   
 dinner 

Heart-to-Heart Mentors 
Half-Time Refresher 
Mentors in the Heart-to-
Heart ministry will meet on 
Friday, February 4, at 6:30 
p.m. for dinner and a time of 
encouragement.   
 

Our Closing Dinner will be 
moved from May 5 to April 
28, so as not to interfere with 
the National Day of Prayer 
service. 

Stepping Stones 
 

Friday, January 8  
Stepping Stones ministry will 
have its first event for girls 
ages 10-13 in the Education 
Building Lounge, beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  The theme for this 
evening will be “Beautiful 
Face”, with Alisa Cotton as 
discussion leader. 

Additional sessions will be: 
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FOOTNOTE: WITH GOD THERE IS 

NO “NO RETURN” 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
We are happy to have the Glover family—Todd, Lores, Lauryn, and 
Luke—as new members at Cornerstone!  They lit the first Advent candle as 
we began our holiday celebrations. 

up again, and who were re-
stored both to fellowship with 
God and to important minis-
tries afterward.  Look, for 
example, at Peter in the New 
Testament. 

No, I don’t particularly like 
the “You’re through” conclu-
sion of that part of Many Aspire 
Few Attain, but I still highly 
recommend it as a very valua-
ble tool to keep us in close 
contact with our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ and walk-
ing in His will—which is a 
main point of Matthew 11:28
-30. 

 

Copies of this booklet are still 
available in the church foyer, for 
those who would like to have one. 

Land, but God continued to 
meet with Moses face to face 
“as one speaks to a friend” 
after that sin was committed.   

Moses continued to lead the 
people faithfully right up to 
the banks of the Jordan River.  
He wasn’t “through” until 
God was through with him (at 
the ripe old age of 120).  Sim-
ilarly, Elijah quit on God, but 
God had a few more things 
for him to do before he al-
lowed him to finally check 
out.  Even David continued to 
reign and do God’s work af-
ter killing Uriah and stealing 
his wife from him.   

And there are many more 
examples in the Bible of those 
who fell, whom God picked 

(Continued from page 1) 

LADIES ’ RETREAT PLANNED FOR FEBRUARY 

We are delighted to have 
Leigh McLeroy as our fea-
tured speaker, and she will 
share from her book The Sa-
cred Ordinary.  Besides being 
a well-known author and 
speaker, Leigh is the sister of 
our own Lynn Weatherly and 
a member of City of Refuge 
EPC in Houston. 

The Nesbits have lots of 
sleeping space in their home, 
or for those who prefer, hotel 
accommodations will be avail-
able nearby. We will also be 

treated to some of Aaron’s 
special barbeque before he 
competes in the Houston  
Rodeo barbeque cook-off. 

Watch for more details in the 
coming weeks, and mark your 
calendar now for this special 
weekend. 

 

If you would like to receive 
Leigh’s weekly devotion, 
“Wednesday Words”, just email 
her at 
mcleroynl@comcast.net. 

Cornerstone ladies will once 
again have the opportunity to 
spend extended time together 
for fellowship, fun, and an 
opportunity to hear an inspir-
ing speaker this February. 

A Ladies’ Retreat is being 
planned for the weekend of 
February 19-20 at the home 
of Aaron and Cathy Nesbit, 
near Hempstead. The retreat 
will begin with dinner on 
Friday evening and end Satur-
day afternoon following the 
final time with our speaker.  

Allen and Pat White hosted international students from 
current and prior ESL classes at Thanksgiving.  Tradi-
tional food was served but lamb was added since so 
many guests were from the Middle East.  Everyone 

seemed to have a good time, and they continue to culti-
vate these relationships to the Glory of God.    

Leigh McLeroy will 
share her thoughts at 
the Ladies’ Retreat in 

February. 
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By Debi Barrett 

In late November we intro-
duced a Christmas Tree in 
our foyer with ornaments 
bearing the needs of families 
at The Pregnancy Help Cen-
ter.  After only a few short 
weeks, our church family 
donated a huge box overflow-
ing with donations!   

There were over 300 diapers, 
1,200 wipes, 17 Onesies, 14 
sleepers, many adorable out-
fits, bath towels, baby toilet-
ries, safety kits, and even 
$125 worth of gift cards!  I 
wish everyone could have 
seen the look on the faces of 
the staff who received them 
for the families ~ showing 

God’s love, and His provi-
sion, is such a joy.   

Thank you so much, church 
family, for all of your gener-
osity and care in taking the 
time during this busy season 
to share in this local mission.  
God is so very, very good. 

CORNERSTONE ’S GENEROUS RESPONSE TO THE 

PREGNANCY HELP CENTER 

“A CHECK THAT 

IS MAILED TO A 

CHARITY IS DE-

DUCTIBLE IN THE 

YEAR THE CHECK 

IS MAILED (AND 

POSTMARKED) , 

EVEN IF IT IS RE-

CEIVED IN THE 

NEXT YEAR . ”  

7 THINGS EVERY CHURCH MEMBER NEEDS TO 

KNOW ABOUT CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS 

services is never deducti-
ble as a charitable contri-
bution.  However, unre-
imbursed expenses you 
incur in performing ser-
vices on behalf of a church 
or other charity may be.  
For 2016, you can use a 
“standard mileage rate” to 
compute a deduction for 
any miles you drive in 
performing services for 
your church.  Be sure to 
maintain accurate records. 

4. I gave $135 to my 
church when I regis-
tered for a spring re-
treat.  Can I deduct 
that?  No, assuming you 
received benefits (e.g., 
lodging, instruction, ma-
terials) worth $135 or 
more.  Charitable contri-
butions generally are de-
ductible only to the extent 
they exceed the value of 
any premium or benefit 
received by the donor in 
return for the contribu-
tion. 

5. Is there any limit to 
the amount of my con-
tributions I can de-
duct on my taxes?  Yes, 
a contribution deduction 
ordinarily cannot exceed 
50% of a donor’s adjusted 
gross income (a 30% rule 
applies in some cases).  
Donors who exceed these 
limits may be able to 
“carry over” their excess 
contribution and deduct it 
in future years. 

6. I designated my con-
tribution to the 
church benevolence 
fund.  Is it deductible?  
That depends.  
“Designated contribution” 
are those made to a church 
for a specified purpose.  If 
the purpose is an approved 
project or program of the 
church, you can deduct 
the contribution.   

If you designate a $100 gift 
to the church benevolence 
fund, it is deductible, un-

(Continued on page 6) 

The following is taken from  a 
Church Law & Tax article pub-
lished by Christianity Today, 
written by Richard Hammar: 

1. If I make a contribu-
tion in early January 
2016, can I claim it on 
my 2015 taxes?  No, 
charitable contributions 
must be claimed in the 
year in which they are 
delivered. 

2. If I mail m contribu-
tion in December 2015, 
but it doesn’t reach 
my church until Janu-
ary 2016, for which 
year should I claim it?  
On your 2015 tax return.  
A check that is mailed to a 
charity is deductible in the 
year the check is mailed 
(and postmarked), even if 
it is received in the next 
year. 

3. Can I deduct the value 
of volunteer work I 
did for the church?  
No, the value of personal 

Each contributor to 
Cornerstone will re-
ceive a statement of 
your giving, for tax 

purposes. 

Thanks to everyone who 
helped give the Pregnancy 

Help Center a Merry 
Christmas! 
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For individual cash 
contributions of under 
$250, you must have a bank 
record (such as a cancelled 
check)  or a receipt from 
the church containing the 
church’s name, and the 
date and amount of each 
cash contribution.   

 For individual contri-
butions (cash or prop-
erty) of $250 or more, 
you must receive a written 
receipt from your church 
that includes the church’s 
name, the date of the con-
tribution, the amount of 
any cash contribution, a 
description of noncash con-
tributions, and one of the 
following: 

 (i) a statement that no 
goods or services were pro-
vided by the church, 

 (ii) a statement that goods 
or services that a church 
provided in return for the 
contribution consisted en-
tirely of intangible religious 
benefits, or 

 (iii) a description and good 
faith estimate of the value 
of goods or services that the 
church provided in return 
for the contribution. 

For noncash property 
valued at $500 or more, 
or for contriubtions of 
cars, boats, or planes, 
other rules apply. 

less you specify that your 
contribution be applied to 
a named individual; then 
no deduction is allowed.  

Contributions to a church 
or missions agency that 
designate a particular mis-
sionary may be tax-
deductible if the church or 
missions agency exercises 
full administrative control 
over the contributions and 
ensures that they are spent 
in furtherance of the 
church’s tax-exempt pur-
poses.  

7. What kind of records 
do I need n order to 
prove I made a contri-
bution?   

(Continued from page 5) 

TAX TIPS : CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS 

A THANK-YOU NOTE…. 

friends to give us the peace 
and strength we need.  Thank 
you so much! 

TO OUR SMALL GROUP:  
Thank you for your generous 
memorial gift to my sister’s 
family.  Rick was over-
whelmed with the outpouring 
of love from our church fami-
ly with flowers and funds.  It 
takes such a burden off him 
not to worry about finances 
during this time of grieving 
the loss of his wife and my 
sister.  Words are so few at a 
time like this, but your pray-
ers throughout the night 
when I was visiting my sister 
and now to comfort my 
grieving heart losing her so 

suddenly mean so much to 
me.  Thank you for your 
friendship and support.  We 
love you! 

Because of all my brother-in-
law has seen and the care he 
has been given, he is consid-
ering visiting church again.  
That is a God thing to work it 
out so that my sister’s passing 
has allowed people to be His 
hands, feet, and heart to Rick 
in a way that would not have 
happened if they hadn’t been 
here.  I thank God for that! 

Love, Peace and Joy (it’s 
coming)... 

Patti Uresti 

BY PATTI URESTI 

TO CORNERSTONE:   
Thanks again to our Corner-
stone family for the comfort-
ing words with the sudden 
passing of my sister and beau-
tiful flower arrangement to 
remember her.  I am thankful 
for the time I was recently 
able to spend with her and all 
the prayers on our behalf.   

She made it to Texas, and I 
know she went to sleep with-
out a troubled heart, which 
gives us all peace.  The holi-
days are difficult for all of us 
who have lost loved ones this 
year, and I don’t know what 
we would do without the 
comfort and prayers of 

We received a sweet 
thank-you note following 
the death of Patti Uresti’s 

sister. 

Keeping good records 
of your contributions is 
important for Income 

Tax reporting. 



Just about everybody has a Top Ten list this time of year.  We thought we would add our own.  
Here are some highlights in Cornerstone’s life for 2015: 

1.  Playground and Patio completed and fully funded. 

2. Nathan Cotton ordained as a pastor in EPC. 

3. Celebrated 10 years of the Sangers’ ministry here. 

4. Four infant baptisms performed. 

5. Eight new adult members  joined. 

6. Neighbors of Memorial Parkway (NOMP) was begun as a way to reach our community. 

7. The Fellowship Team completed its first year and launched Sunday 2:42 Lunches quarterly. 

8. First Memorial Parkway Community Garage Sale was held. 

9. Supported more missionaries and services than ever before (19 total). 

10.  Utilized our buildings every day of the week to provide a place for Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
AA, and several homeschool groups to meet, in addition to regular church activities. 

Top 10 Events in the life of Cornerstone in 2015 

1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
 

(281) 579-1080 

info@cornerstonekaty.org 

 
On the Web @ 

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

 
 

Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

Completion of the new 
playground and outdoor 

living space were  
definitely at the top of 

the list for Cornerstone’s 
events in 2015. 


