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course, is that it can be-
come a source of spiritual 
one-upmanship for those 
who choose to practice over 
those who don’t. That said, 
it isn’t a practice bad in 
itself.  

Why 40 days of fasting? 
Because Jesus fasted 40 days 
in the wilderness immedi-
ately following his baptism. 
It was a time of trial and 
testing for the Christ as He 
embarked on His mission to 
fulfill the law for His peo-
ple.  As we conclude our 
series on Galatians, we will 
be entering the week when 
the Lenten season is ob-

(Continued on page 10) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

This past weekend I spent 
Friday and Saturday in Mo-
bile, Alabama, (not New 
Orleans) where the oldest 
annual Mardi Gras celebra-
tion takes place.  As we 
drove to the airport we 
passed a plethora of parade 
floats in preparation.  It 
brought the question, 
“What is Mardi Gras?”  It is 
French for “fat Tuesday,” so 
named because it is the last 
day of eating before the 
Lenten season begins.  That 
answer helps only if you 
know what “Lent” is, which 
is more vague than Mardi 
Gras for many.  

So what is Lent?  Lent is a 
period of 40 days of fasting. 
As the early church devel-
oped its liturgical calendar, 
the 40 days (excluding Sun-
days) preceding Easter be-
came a time to fast in prepa-
ration for Christ’s death and 
resurrection.   

There were times in history 
when fasting during Lent 
was enforced by the church, 
which is nothing short of a 
return to “yoke of slavery” 
as Paul describes in Gala-
tians. More recently, the 
voluntary practice of Lent 
has become in vogue in 
many evangelical circles. 
The danger there, of 

MARDI GRAS, LENT , AND A NEW  

SERMON SERIES 

BOOK DOES SOME MYTH-BUSTING 

The Counseling Class, conduct-
ed by Sam Downing, is plan-
ning to share with the congre-
gation some of the resources 
they have found helpful.  This 
is the first in a series of book 
reviews by members of the class.   

 

By Evelyn Saugier 

This past November while 
in Midland to help Hannah 
with their new baby, I 
found myself at the local 

library, looking for a good 
book to read.  I came across 
the intriguingly-titled, 12 
Christian Beliefs That Can 
Drive You Crazy...Relief 
from False Assumptions, by 
Townsend and Cloud.  Of 
course I wondered, "What 
Christian beliefs?  Do I hold 
any of them?  What case do 
they make for their claims?" 
With these queries on my 
mind, I began to read! 

I was familiar with the au-
thors; years ago, Kent had 
read their classic, Bounda-
ries, which I, at the time, 
had found to be a bit 
"psycho-babbly".  I began 
my reading with a healthy 
dose of skepticism. 

They explain that the book 
was written in response to 
the thinking they had en-

(Continued on page 10) 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 A Congregational Meeting 
will be held on Sunday, 
February 14, following 
worship, to approve the 
budget for 2016. 

 New directories are in the 
works.  Has your infor-
mation been updated? 

 40 Days of Preparation for 
Easter—new sermon series 
begins February 14. 

 Be sure to get your Annual 
Report before the Congre-
gational Meeting. 
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A Congregational Meet-
ing is called for Sunday, Feb-
ruary 14, for the purpose of 
reviewing and approving the 
2016 church budget.  Mem-
bers should receive their copy 
of the Annual Financial Re-
port on January 31. 

All members and frequent 
visitors should be hearing 
who your Care Group lead-
er is.  If you don’t know 
whose Care Group you are 
in, ask one of the Elders.  The 
goals of these Care Group 
contacts are to: 

 Keep in touch with you 
and learn how you are 
doing? 

 Pray for you - Do you 
have particular prayer 
needs? 

BY GENE COVER 

The Elders and Deacons con-
tinued their discussion of Je-
ramie Rinne’s book Church 
Elders as we looked at Chapter 
2: “Smell Like Sheep.”  Elders 
are supposed to be shepherds, 
not corporation board mem-
bers.  Their role is to tend 
their members like shepherds 
tend their sheep; they have a 
close relationship with the 
sheep and do not keep their 
distance.  They serve the 
Good Shepherd by leading 
His sheep. 

The Evangelism Strategy 
Team is identifying perma-
nent team members and is 
preparing a calendar of pro-
posed NOMP events in order 
to hand over to this perma-
nent team to coordinate and 
organize our ongoing efforts. 

 Encourage you to attend 
to the ordinary means of 
grace – Are you regularly 
reading your Bible, pray-
ing, attending worship, 
participating in the Lord’s 
Supper? 

 Encourage and help you to 
engage with the church - 
Are you utilizing a disci-
pleship ministry (i.e. small 
group, Sunday school, 
bible study)? 

 Encourage and help you 
serve in a ministry – Are 
you serving somewhere 
according to your spiritual 
gifts? 

Please remember to pray for 
those around us that are hav-
ing difficulties in their lives 
and to pray for your leaders. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

“ALL MEMBERS 

AND FREQUENT 

VISITORS SHOULD 

BE HEARING WHO 

YOUR  

CARE GROUP 

LEADER IS . ”   

BY CARTER SANGER 

We had such a rich time on 
Wednesday nights this past fall 
discussing theology during our 
Leadership Training, we plan to 
follow-up with an invite to the 
congregation (and community) 
with theology discussions for the 
laymen, particularly discussing 
how sound theology can 
strengthen your walk with God 
and encourage godly living.   

Discussions will be on Thursday 
evenings, beginning January 28, 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

John Soden has offered his talents 
and will contribute articles relat-
ed to each topic for discussion 
(see p.4).  For sources, we’ll use 
the Westminster Confession of 
Faith (and Larger and Smaller 
Catechisms) and Michael Hor-
ton’s The Christian Faith: A Sys-
tematic Theology for Pilgrims on 
the Way. 

We’ll host it on the patio 
(around the fire if needed) with 
possibly a light supper and child 
care provided.  



PAGE 3 VOLUME 11 , ISSUE 2 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

☺  And the winner is…

The winner of January’s Win-
ter Mint Candy Game is Kee-
ghan!  Her guess of 78 was 
the closest to the actual num-
ber of lifesavers in the jar 
(81).  Congratulations, Miss 
Keeghan!  She will receive a 
Chick-fil-A coupon and all the 
candy in the jar.  Be sure to 
submit your guess for Febru-
ary’s Taffy Candy Game…
and be sure to write clearly 
and include your FULL name. 
To encourage our kids to read 

the Frontlines newsletter, 
winners must ask Mrs. Kutzer 
for their prize.   

☺   Parents’ Night Out:  

On Friday, February 12, at 
6:00 p.m. parents may drop 
off their elementary aged or 
younger children at Corner-
stone and then spend a few 
hours celebrating Valentines 
Day together.  Please send a 
dinner with them. We will 
feed them, do a craft or two, 
and munch on popcorn while 
we watch a movie.  Children 
should be picked up at or 

before 10:00 p.m.  The cost 
is $10 for the first child and 
$5 each additional child.  
Please contact the church 
office by February 11 to regis-
ter your kiddos.   
(281) 579-1080 or 
 info@CornerstoneKaty.org.  

☺   CSCK Families:      

Soon our CSCK families will 
be reciting the Catechism 
Chant they have learned this 
year.  A specific date will be 
provided soon. 

CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

“RESPONDING TO OTHERS IN  

CRISIS" PRACTICUM 

and coordinate a team of Sun-
day Morning Greeters.  This 
involves ensuring that there 
are primary and backup greet-
ers scheduled throughout the 
year to help make our guests 
and visitors feel welcome on 
Sundays.   

We are also looking for any-
one interested in serving as a 
greeter on Sunday mornings, 

blessed with an outgoing and 
cheery personality, who en-
joys meeting new people and 
helping them feel welcome at 
Cornerstone. If you are will-
ing to serve in either of these 
roles (greeter and/or greeter 
coordinator), please reach out 
to Ben Moyer. 

BY BEN MOYER 

The Cornerstone Assimilation 
Team needs help!  With the 
Taylors moving back to Okla-
homa, we need someone to 
step up and fill the role that 
Joanne Taylor had on the 
Assimilation Team.   

Specifically, we are looking 
for someone to help identify 

LOOKING FOR WELCOMING FACES 

The Assimilation Team 
needs some friendly 

folks to act as greeters 
on Sunday mornings. 

Everyone is invited when the 
counseling class presents 
“Responding to Others in Cri-
sis” on Saturday, February 6, 
9:00 -10:30 a.m.  Continen-
tal breakfast  and child 
care provided!   

In this next installment of our 
mini seminars, Carl Peterson 
will come and teach us the 
tools and knowledge we need 
when responding to friends 
and family in times of need.   

From a hangnail to cancer, 
troubled teens to a messy di-
vorce, we all can feel awk-
ward and at a loss for what to 
say or do when we meet 
someone going through some-
thing. This mini seminar will 
teach us what to say and what 
not to say, how to listen and 
truly help these people. 

Please RSVP to Alisa Cotton. 
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SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY : THE STUDY OF GOD 

Therefore, the systematic 
theology is broken into six 
parts as follows:  

1) God’s Self Revelation, 
Scripture and character 

2) Attributes of God and His 
Being (Trinity) 

3) Creation, Providence and 
the Fall 

4) God who Saves 

5) God who reigns in His 
people and the universe 

6) The Last Battle and 
Christ’s Return 

THE INTRODUCTION 
(pp. 13-34) 
To get off the ground, a few 
things need to be cleared up.  
Theology means “the study of 
God”, and doctrine means 
“teaching”.  The primary and 
authoritative source for this in 
Christianity is the Holy Scrip-
ture, which includes the Old 
and New Testaments.  At the 
heart of this is that the study 
of theology for the Christian 
is not a special endeavor sepa-
rate from discipleship and 
Christian living; it is a spiritu-
al discipline.    

Drama: The Greatest Story 
Ever Told 
It is assumed in the modern 
Western world that we out-
grow stories.  However, 
Scripture and God’s self-
revelation in Scripture and in 
the person and work of Jesus 
Christ tells another story.  
The mythos and drama of 
God’s story is true.  “The 
prophets and apostles did not 
believe that God’s mighty acts 

in history…were dispensable 
myths that represented uni-
versal truths” (p. 17).  On the 
contrary, they were real 
events all the way.  God’s 
mighty acts and revelation in 
the person and work of Christ 
are the point.2  

Doctrine: The Grammar of 
Faith 
That is why the truths of 
Christianity do not focus on 
timeless truths but historical 
events.  “And the Word be-
came flesh and dwelt among 
us” … (John 1:14).  Thus the 
Gospel is as much about 
events and an Event (death, 
burial and resurrection) as it 
is about a person.  Therefore, 
our faith has a grammar to it.  
It is a historical language root-
ed in the events of God with 
us.  “Theology is the concern 
of every believer because it is 
the Grammar of the Christian 
faith” (p. 22).  Not mere uni-
versal truths but real events 
and a real person – a real rela-
tionship with the personal 
creator God.    

For next time – Your Home 
Work (Due March for the 
next newsletter).   

 Textbook Reading 22-34 
(optional).   

 Scripture: Paul’s doxology 
(praise) in Romans 11:33-
36, 12:1-2; 1 Peter 2:9-10; 
Hebrews 1:1- 

 Westminster Confession of 
Faith (WCF): Chapter 1: Of 
the Holy Scriptures all articles 
1-10.3   

(Continued on page 6) 

BY JOHN SODEN 

Here is the first entry in what 
will be a year long journey as 
we explore together The 
Christian Faith: A Systematic 
Theology for Pilgrims on the Way 
by Michael Horton.   

 I will write these as a conver-
sation.  Novices at theology 
will enjoy the process of 
learning, and for those adept I 
offer some insights and ques-
tions to further depth of your 
study too.   

Therefore, those of you who 
will be buying the text -- be 
prepared to stay awake at 
night with a dictionary on one 
side and a Bible on the other.  
Those who will be following 
along by reading these news-
letter articles – be prepared 
to stay awake at night with 
your Bible open.  I will do my 
best to be faithful to Horton’s 
discussions while being clear 
enough that our youth could 
follow along.   

My comments begin here 
with a rundown of the struc-
ture of the text.  It is 1,052 
pages long, not for the faint of 
heart.  Horton is the J. 
Gresham Machen Professor of 
Systematic Theology and 
Apologetics at Westminster 
Seminary.  He is also associate 
minister at Christ Reformed 
Church and Editor of Modern 
Reformation Magazine.  He is 
co-host of the White Horse Inn, 
a reformed radio program 
that is syndicated nationally.  
And he writes like it.   

The entire work is modeled 
after the Nicene Creed.1 

THEOLOGY 

MEANS “THE 

STUDY OF GOD” , 

AND DOCTRINE 

MEANS 

“TEACHING” .   

You are invited to join the 
discussion group looking at 
this book.  Discussions will 
be on Thursday evenings, 

beginning January 28,  
6:30-8:30 p.m., on the patio 

(weather permitting). 
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BY GENE COVER 

Carter Sanger, Nathan Cot-
ton, Allen White, Don Rus-
sell, Kent Saugier, Jonathan 
Tucker, Mark Williams, 
Gene and Linda Cover all 
travelled to Mobile, Alabama, 
last weekend for the Fifth 
Meeting of the Gulf South 
Presbytery.   

As usual, the worship service 
on Friday night was a high-
light.  Host pastor Alec Flynt 
gave a sermon based on Ephe-
sians 5:25-33 titled “She is 
Beautiful”, referring to the 
Bride of Christ, the Church.  
As Carter mentioned in his 
opening remarks last Sunday, 
there is no mistake that God 
calls His church his bride.  
Pastoring is a tough job, but 
Christ’s church is beautiful 
because Jesus has constituted 
it and has washed it in His 
blood. 

Below is our Stated Clerk Michael 
Herrin’s summary of the Presby-
tery Meeting: 

“What a joyful meeting the 
Presbytery enjoyed at Cove-
nant Presbyterian Church in 
Mobile on the 22nd and 23rd!  
We were richly blessed by the 
hospitality of the congrega-
tion and greatly admired their 
new facilities.  During the 
meeting, 

 We installed Ruling Elder 
Gene Cover as Moderator 
of the Gulf South Presby-
tery for the year 2016.  

 We were refreshed by an 
uplifting season of prayer 

and were greatly inspired 
by Rev. Alec Flynt’s even-
ing message from Ephesians 
5:25-33, after which the 
Lord’s Supper was shared.  

 We also rejoiced to receive 
a pledge from Faith Presby-
terian Church in Coving-
ton, Louisiana, of $1,000 
per month for this year, to 
be devoted to Church revi-
talization, along with a 
challenge for the rest of the 
presbytery’s congregations 
to support this important 
work.  

 And we received an en-
couraging report from Rev. 
Christian Cryder, concern-
ing the Presbytery’s church 
plant in Austin, Texas. 
[Chris has a unique plan for 
this church plant, combining it 
with a craft brewery.] 

Here are some other high-
lights of the presbytery’s busi-
ness.  The Presbytery 

 Received Rev. Daniel Ngu-
yen from New Covenant 
Presbytery (PCUSA) and 
installed him to serve as 
Evangelist to the Vietnam-
ese community in Houston, 
Texas. 

 Received Rev. Peter Lee 
from New Covenant Pres-
bytery (PCUSA) and in-
stalled him to serve as 
Evangelist in College Sta-
tion, Texas. 

 Received Magnolia Presby-
terian Church and Osyka 
Presbyterian Church from 

the Presbytery of Mississip-
pi (PCUSA) as transitional 
members. 

 Examined and approved Bo 
Kyle for ordination and 
installation as Assistant Pas-
tor of First Presbyterian 
Church of Meridian, Missis-
sippi. 

 Approved the examination 
of the Ruling Elders of 
Christ Presbyterian Church 
of Daphne, Alabama, and 
received the congregation 
as a full member of Gulf 
South Presbytery. 

 Approved the request of 
Bill Hyer and Dick Gates to 
be placed on the Honorably 
Retired roll, and celebrated 
their many years of service 
to the Lord. 

 Granted a commission of 
the Church Planting Net-
work the authority to ex-
tend a call to a pastor for a 
new church plant in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

In addition, on the question, 
“Shall the Presbytery of the 
Gulf South examine women 
for candidacy, ordination 
and/or calls as Teaching El-
ders?” the presbytery voted 
48 yes, and 68 no, with 2 
abstaining. 

We look forward to seeing 
everyone again at our 6th 
stated meeting, to be held at 
the First Presbyterian Church 
of Lake Jackson, Texas, on 
April 22 and 23.” 

PRESBYTERY CASTS IMPORTANT VOTE AT 

MOBILE MEETING 

Gene Cover was installed as 
Moderator of Gulf South 

Presbytery for 2016. 

“ . . .THERE IS NO 

MISTAKE THAT 

GOD CALLS 

H IS CHURCH 

HIS BRIDE . ” 
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“ . . .THE TRUTHS 

OF CHRISTIANITY 

DO NOT FOCUS 

ON TIMELESS 

TRUTHS BUT HIS-

TORICAL EVENTS . ” 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AT PREGNANCY 

HELP CENTER OF WEST HOUSTON: 

LOVE THEM THROUGH IT  

Volunteer opportunities in-
clude mentoring, facilitating 
small groups, Bible study 
leader, teaching life skills 
classes, administrative assis-
tance, and donation room.  
Discover your calling! We 
have English and Bilingual 
opportunities. 

For information inquire 
through the web site 
www.phckaty.org or call Volun-
teer Coordinator Cindy Ar-
baugh at 281-578-0078.  The 
Pregnancy Help Center of 
West Houston is a non-profit 
faith based organization. 

Invest your time by volun-
teering with Pregnancy Help 
Center of West Houston, 
educating and supporting men 
and women in making healthy 
choices for life in sexual in-
tegrity, unplanned pregnancy, 
and post-abortion loss. 

STEPPING STONES BEGINS 

The first of our Stepping Stones Ministry evenings 
was held on Friday, January 8.  Eleven girls aged 
10-13 came to have fun and hear what Alisa Cot-
ton had to say about beauty.  True beauty is what 
Jesus gives us, but she shared some tips to help us 
look beautiful on the outside, too. 

Our next evening will be Friday, February 5, 
when Doniece Russell will talk about what it takes 
to have a strong, healthy body.  We will meet 
7:00-8:30 p.m. in the Cornerstone Fellowship 
Hall.  Moms are welcome to stay if you wish, or 
just drop off and pick up.   

Even if you missed the first session, please come 
for the others—each is a stand-alone session—and 
feel free to bring a friend. 

THEOLOGY : AN EVENT, NOT JUST A STORY 

https://www.ccel.org/
creeds/nicene.creed.html.  

2 Horton deals with this in order 
to counteract postmodern claims 
that metanarratives (universal or 
over-arching stories) are symbolic 
in nature and that the events of 
Scripture do not need to be his-
torically real.  A position, which 
for Horton, would make the 
Scriptures devoid of historic au-
thenticity.  And I add, pointless if 

none of the events ever really 
happened!  

3 A full PDF download can be 
found on the EPC webpage: 
http://www.epc.org/file/
main-menu/beliefs/
westminster/0e425619_wcf-
modern-2011.pdf . 

1 The Nicene Creed (Greek: 
Σύμβολον τῆς 

Νικαίας or τῆς 
πίστεως, Latin: Symbolum 
Nicaenum). It is called Nicene 
because it was originally adopted 
in the city of Nicaea (present day 
Iznik, Turkey) by the First Ecu-
menical Council of Nicaea in 
325, which was attended by the 
Eastern Byzantine and Western 
Roman Churches.  Full text here: 

(Continued from page 4) 

Cornerstone girls and their friends heard from Alisa Cotton about what 
makes true beauty. 
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BY SAM DOWNING 

Most of us have been and are 
loved … by parents, spouse, 
family, children, friends, 
church, etc.  All of us have 
desires and opportunities to 
the same people and groups 
to show love to them.  Most 
of us have an understanding of 
God’s love for us and some 
idea of the extent He went 
through to demonstrate that 
love for us.  Most of us great-
ly desire to love and serve our 
Lord and Savior as the result 
of that great love with which 
He loves us and which He 
demonstrated so completely 
in the death on our behalf of 
Christ our Lord on the cross 
at Calvary.  In essence, most 
of us are surrounded in our 
daily lives by love and oppor-
tunities to love.  And for the 
most part that love and those 
opportunities to love have 
been good enough. 

Wait a minute! What are you 
meaning when you say “good 
enough”?  First let’s state the 
obvious.  Scripture tells us, 
and God has shown us, that 
His love for us is always and 
ever has been completely and 
utterly perfect.  Not only has 
He loved us completely from 
eternity past, but His declara-
tions of that love for us and 
His demonstration of His love 
for us has been and always 
will be perfect and complete 
in every way in the daily 
struggle that is our earthly 
life.  The only source of that 
perfect love that we long for 
in our lives comes from Him. 
See Psalm 23, Isaiah. 41:8-
10, Isaiah 43:1-7, Isaiah 49:13

-17, Ezekiel 16, Luke 15, 
Romans 5:8, Romans 8:31-
39, Ephesians 1:3-6, etc., 
etc., etc.!! 

 Second, all love that people 
feel, long for, demonstrate, 
received or try to give to oth-
ers is done so in a broken and 
fallen world by broken and 
fallen people.  We give love 
poorly and incompletely, and 
all we have in this world to 
receive is that love that is 
poor and incomplete, save 
that which comes from the 
God of Scripture.  Coming 
into this world, all we had 
was our parents and immedi-
ate family who are broken 
and fallen, and all they have 
to give is broken and fallen 
love that they received from 
their broken and fallen par-
ents and family who lived in a 
broken and fallen world.  All 
of us were loved incomplete-
ly.   

All of us are hurting and long-
ing for that love that will 
make us complete and whole 
and never fail us.  God creat-
ed us to be in relationship 
with others and with Him. 
The love that we long for and 
need from others and that we 
need to give to others is part 
of God’s design for our lives. 
The love that is shared be-
tween people is meant to be a 
shadow of the complete and 
infinite love God has for us.   

Part of the design of human 
love is to point us to God’s 
love … to give us a taste of 
what God has in store for us. 
When sin entered everything 
in this world (save God’s love 

for us) became perverted and 
polluted.  While God’s love 
for us has never been altered 
by sin, our perception of that 
great love is now twisted and 
distorted by our insatiable 
drive to get what we think we 
need in any way that we can 
by my own efforts in our 
time.   

The world is our first teacher 
of what love is.  So our par-
ents and everything else in 
this world fails us in terms of 
love.  Consequently we are 
never loved enough or 
properly or completely.  And 
we constantly fail to love oth-
ers the way they need.  As 
children we begin to experi-
ence the failings of earthly 
love and to seek that perfect 
love we long for in our own 
way. In this world it can only 
be love that is good enough 
… Good enough so we have 
some measure of being loved, 
protected, provided for, 
guided, trained, helped, held 
secure, listened to, under-
stood and all the things that 
go into being loved.  And all 
of us are left longing for more 
and better.   

If that love is “good enough” 
then we have received love in 
such a way as to develop a 
measure of personhood, a 
sense of security and self-
worth, an understanding of 
the value and worth of others, 
a measure of hope for the 
future, and we tend to look 
on the world through positive 
eyes.  That doesn’t mean that 
there won’t be sin and strug-
gles but just that we will have 

(Continued on page 8) 

WHAT ’S THE PROBLEM WITH LOVE? 

“WE GIVE LOVE 

POORLY AND  

INCOMPLETELY , 

AND ALL WE 

HAVE IN THIS 

WORLD TO     

RECEIVE IS THAT 

LOVE THAT IS 

POOR AND  

INCOMPLETE , SAVE 

THAT WHICH 

COMES FROM THE 

GOD OF SCRIP-

TURE . ”   

All of us desire to love and 
be loved in this world. 
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the strength and security, by 
God’s grace, to work through 
those trials in a more or less 
healthy way.   

That being said … “Good 
enough” still leaves us hungry 
for that perfect love, and we 
still seek it in our earthly rela-
tionships even if we have ac-
cepted God’s perfect love in 
the person and work of Christ 
and are now a part of His 
family. I still come home 
tired and want my wife to 
cater to my needs so that I 
will feel loved and refreshed, 
even when she is tired from 
her own efforts and hurts of 
the day.  My wife still wants 
me to listen to her needs and 
be attentive to her and love 
her even though I have been 
beaten up by the world that 
day. 

And what if the love I have 
received in my life has not 
been “good enough”?  Then 
there are huge holes in my 
need to be loved. There will 
be more holes than normal in 
such a person, and the holes 
will be deeper and more dan-
gerous.  Some or all of that 
person’s needs, drives, and 
desires have increased, and 
that person is desperate to get 
those love needs met in his/
her own way ASAP.  Coming 
home tired and needy and 
finding my wife tired and 
needy… instead of having a 
simple disagreement or argu-
ment, the situation may de-
velop into a shouting scream-
ing match accompanied by 
flying objects.  I may get vio-
lent and force her to attend to 

(Continued from page 7) me.  I may choose to with-
draw into alcohol or drugs or 
sex or success at work or 
sports or hobbies or any one a 
thousand distractions that at 
least give me a temporary 
feeling of well-being.  

To the degree there are prob-
lems in my life in my relation-
ship with others and with 
myself is an indication of the 
“good enough” love that I did 
not receive in this world.  
This lack of “good enough” 
love should drive us to seek 
the source of the only perfect 
love that we are longing for.  
And sometimes it does.   
Most of the time it just makes 
us more desperate and reso-
lute to get what we need in 
this world from those around 
us in any way we can. These 
attempts can lead to extreme 
expressions like domestic 
violence, rage, severe with-
drawal, all kinds of addic-
tions, narcissism, control of 
others, affairs, physical, emo-
tional and sexual abuse, sexu-
al predation and others.  

However, most of the time in 
most of our lives the need to 
get these love holes filled 
finds more acceptable expres-
sions like criticism of others, 
workaholism, being overly 
argumentative and combative, 
manipulation of others, just a 
“little” porn on the internet, 
allowing no one to get close 
to me (keeping people at a 
distance … including spouse 
and children and family and 
especially church), attempts 
at self-sufficiency (doing it 
myself and not depending on 
anyone), being the life of the 

party and the center of atten-
tion, petty materialism, secu-
rity, job success, making 
money, having the best kids, 
and much, much more of 
which all of us are all too fa-
miliar.  However, they are all 
attempts to get from others 
what they cannot give. They 
are all efforts to not trust God 
or depend on Him for my 
needs or to not yield this part 
of my life that is hurting so 
bad to Him (after all He 
might not give me what I 
think I need the way I think I 
need it when and in what 
measure I think I need it). 

Listen to the word of our 
Lord when He said in Mat-
thew 11:28-30, “Come unto 
Me all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your 
souls.”   

Isn’t it exhausting to con-
stantly and persistently seek 
the “living among the dead”?  
Haven’t you suffered enough?  
What about the suffering of 
those around you as you have 
been trying to get love from 
them that will fill your needs? 
Haven’t they suffered 
enough? 

At one point in our Lord’s life 
he gathered children around 
Him and said to us in Mat-
thew 19:14, “Let the little 
children come to Me, and do 
not forbid them; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.”  Isn’t 
that what we all are … little 

(Continued on page 9) 

LOVE: IS IT “GOOD ENOUGH”? 

“THE LOVE THAT 

WE LONG FOR 

AND NEED FROM 

OTHERS AND 

THAT WE NEED 

TO GIVE TO 

OTHERS IS PART 

OF GOD ’S DE-

SIGN FOR OUR 

LIVES . ” 

Only as we come to know 
and trust the God revealed in 
scripture will we experience 

perfect love.  
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THAT MOST OF 

THEM ALREADY 
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LOVE: ONLY GOD ’S WILL MEED OUR NEEDS 

children seeking a father to 
love and protect us and take 
care of us?  Why do we obses-
sively “seek the living among 
the dead”?  Our parents, our 
spouse, our children, our 
families, our friends, our 
church, and the world is capa-
ble of a measure of love.  But 
all of it together, even if it 
was all “good enough”, would 
still leave us longing for more 
because it is all broken and 
fallen. In a real way we are all 
children seeking our father’s/
mother’s love.  

But doesn’t the reality that 
we are all needy children 
seeking a father to love us 
excuse our excessive bad be-
havior in those attempts?  By 
no means!  In Scripture there 
are clear calls both to justice 
as well as love.  God seeks 
both for us, and we are to 
seek both for ourselves and 
others as we seek to live with-
in the bounds of God’s Word.  
The adult is responsible and 
accountable for his/her ac-
tions both to God and to oth-
ers. See Deuteronomy 25:1-
4, Psalms 82:2-4, Ecclesiastes 
3:16-17, Isaiah 1:17, Isaiah 
56:1, Matthew 5:23-24, John 
7:24,51, 1 Corinthians 13:6, 
etc., etc., etc.!! 

(Continued from page 8) The answer to the problem of 
love is simple almost to the 
point of absurdity … lay 
down all your efforts to get 
your love needs met by your 
own efforts and trust, really 
trust, the God of the Bible, 
the only true God, to supply 
all that we really need in the 
way we really need it in the 
time and measure we really 
need it.  So simple, yet so 
hard!  We know the answer 
and still strongly resist that 
answer and continue to rely 
on our own failing efforts to 
get what we want.   

In the church, that is probably 
the number one problem that 
we in counseling see … 
somewhere along the line the 
Christian has failed and is 
failing at really trusting God 
for a portion of his/her life 
and that part of his/her life is 
failing to the point of despera-
tion.  A lot of what we do in 
counseling is to listen and try 
to understand the hurting 
person, gently point people 
to the truth of Scripture that 
most of them already know, 
help them let go of that which 
is failing and now hurting 
them, and help them work 
what Scripture says out in 
their everyday lives.  As sim-
ple as all that sounds, you 
must understand that the hurt 

and struggle is real, the work 
is hard, and the changes are 
painful for both the counselor 
as well as for those who come 
for help.  I do not wish to 
imply that counselors have all 
the answers.  Far from it!  
We are simply people with 
our own issues who have vol-
unteered to enter into other 
people’s pain with them to 
try and help them find and 
secure a way through the hurt 
to a solution that will help 
them and grow them in 
Christ.  Our struggles to help 
people as counselors is diffi-
cult because we have to deal 
with our own issues as we are 
trying to help others deal 
with theirs … not an easy 
task indeed! 

Dealing with the problems of 
love is a life-long struggle.  It 
is part of the sanctification 
process … part of that “work 
out you salvation with fear 
and trembling” Paul gave to 
us in Philippians.  This series 
of three articles on love has 
merely touched the surface.  
If this or any other article has  
raised issues for you, then 
please feel free to contact any 
member of the counseling 
team (Alisa Cotton, Evelyn 
Saugier, Jeff Magee, or Sam 
Downing). 

YMCA Camp Cinco 
Saturday, February 28 & 
Saturday, March 5 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Volunteers will participate in 
a variety of projects (Building 

groups and corporate groups!  

Be sure to mark your calendar 
and stay tuned for additional 
information! 

projects and camp improve-
ments) that require a broad 
range of skills (Novice, Inter-
mediate, Expert).   

There is something for every-
one, including families, youth 
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“IF YOU CHOOSE 

TO FAST ,  JUST 

DON ’T THINK IT ’S 

EARNING YOU 

BROWNIE POINTS 

WITH GOD OR 

PUTTING YOU ON 

SOME HIGHER 

SPIRITUAL PLANE…” 

ents) I found myself smiling 
sheepishly to myself, slightly 
chagrined.  They had an ex-
cellent point! A few assump-
tions were challenged! 

There are 11 other assump-
tions, some of which seemed 
to me conducive to being 
combined (maybe only 10 
assumptions?).  But the exam-
ples and the authors' applica-
tion of scripture to the issues 
raised was excellent, I 
thought, and complemented 
Carter's preaching, especially 
as he's been teaching on Gala-
tians this past month. 

The examples used really 
"bring it home" and reveal 
the tendency of many "good 
Christians" to rely on our-
selves and our own abilities to 
"be good".  They also discuss 
the habit of many to decide 
"since 'good Christians' never 

countered in their counseling 
practice, from hundreds of 
sincere, well-intentioned 
Christians, who in actuality 
were believing things about 
their faith that were partially 
but not wholly true, or even 
completely false.  Assump-
tions that had the "ring of 
truth", but when contrasted 
with the truth of the good 
news found in scripture, were 
often reinforcing the belief in 
works and self reliance. 

I began with Chapter One, a 
good place to begin with any 
book.  This first false assump-
tion was, "It is selfish to have 
my needs met."  Well yes, I 
do kind of believe that, I 
thought.  As I read their ex-
cellent recounting of applying 
scripture and logic to this 
assumption (through an ex-
ample with one of their cli-

(Continued from page 1) think/feel/act ‘that way’, I'm 
either not a Christian, or I 
never have those thoughts/
feelings/behaviors” (self de-
ception.) 

I would recommend this 
book!  The authors do an ex-
cellent job of applying scrip-
ture in such a way as to reveal 
many false assumptions for 
what they are...inaccuracies 
that sound good, but when 
explored, are actually unbibli-
cal, and unhealthy.  It would 
be best read in a small group, 
where individuals can discuss 
whether or not the authors 
make a good case, and if so, 
how their points might be 
applied in a way that brings 
about more love, more free-
dom and more truth in 
Christ. 

In His love,  

Evelyn 

FALSE ASSUMPTIONS : YOU MAY HAVE SOME 

Fasting was practiced in both 
the Old and New Testaments 
and throughout Church histo-
ry.  If you choose to fast, just 
don’t think it’s earning you 
brownie points with God or 
putting you on some higher 
spiritual plane (and don’t look 
down on those who don’t). 

Why fast?  Scott McKnight, in 
his book Fasting, explains it 

served and so will begin a 
sermon series to help us think 
about the trials that Christ 
endured on our behalf as we 
prepare to reflect upon His 
death and celebrate His resur-
rection.  

Should you fast for Lent?  No 
(should is the wrong word). 
Can you fast for Lent?  Sure. 

(Continued from page 1) this way.  “Fasting—simple, 
primitive, and ancient—still 
demonstrates a whole per-
son’s earnest need and hunger 
for the presence of God, just 
as it has in the lives of God’s 
people throughout history.” 
There are good reasons to 
fast, and if you are so in-
clined, then by all means 
practice it.  

LENT : FASTING IS OPTIONAL 

Christ Clinic will be relocat-
ing to its new and larger facil-
ity at 25722 Kingsland Blvd. 
and begin serving the Katy 
area there on February 1.  

Stop by to see the beautiful 
building which will enable 
them to serve more needy 
residents, and offer to volun-
teer.   

The clinic operates Monday 
through Thursday from  
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday. 

CHRIST CLINIC MOVES TO NEW FACILITY 

Book challenges some 
commonly held mis-

conceptions with truth 
from scripture. 



or for those who prefer, ho-
tel accommodations will be 
available nearby.  We will 
also be treated to some of 
Aaron’s special barbeque 
before he competes in the 
Houston Rodeo barbeque 
cook-off. 

We are looking forward to 
this time together!  If you 
have any questions please see 
someone from the Retreat 
Planning Team (Alisa Cot-
ton, Susie Kolesar, Karon 
McMahan, Cathy Nesbit, 
Evelyn Saugier, and Patti 
Uresti).  

Cost is $30 and registration 
ends Sunday, February 7. 

See you then,  

The Women’s Retreat 

Planning Team  

BY ALISA COTTON 

You won't want to miss Cor-
nerstone Women’s Retreat 
“The Sacred Ordinary” on 
Friday and Saturday, Febru-
ary 19-20!  We will have the 
opportunity to spend extend-
ed time together for fellow-
ship, fun, and an opportunity 
to hear an inspiring speaker 
and author, Leigh McLeroy, 
this weekend. 

The Women’s Retreat is 
being held at the home of 
Aaron and Cathy Nesbit, 
near Hempstead.  We will 
begin with dinner on Friday 
evening and end Saturday 
afternoon following the final 
time with our speaker. 

The Nesbits have lots of 
sleeping space in their home, 

WOMEN’S RETREAT IS SOON! 

1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
 

(281) 579-1080 

info@cornerstonekaty.org 

 
On the Web @ 

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

 
 

Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

Ladies of Cornerstone!  

Mark your calendars for 
these spring events: 

February 19 & 20 -  
Women's Retreat "The 
Sacred Ordinary."  Cost 
is $30 per person.  See Alisa 
Cotton for more infor-
mation. 

March 11 - Women's 
Central Perk "Coloring 
Night" at the Saugier's. 
Bring your adult coloring 
books and pencils that you 

got for Christmas and come 
hang out with us!  

April 15 - Women's Cen-
tral Perk "Book Chat: 
The Undertaker's Wife. 
By Dee Oliver" Come and 
chat with us about this hilari-
ous yet touching story of life 
and loss and life again!  You 
may want to purchase the 
book and read it beforehand. 

See you there! 

The Fellowship Team 

SPRING EVENTS PLANNED 


