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each one goes ahead with his 
own meal.  One goes hungry, 
another gets drunk.” (1 Corin-
thians 11:20-21)  It would 
hardly be possible for some 

to get drunk if 
it were unfer-
mented grape 
juice. Paul was 
not condemn-
ing the ele-
ments in the 
supper, but the 
manner in 

which they were taking the 
elements.  

Why grape juice? 

This is a better question. 
Historically, the use of wine 
in the supper has been the 
consistent and universal 
practice of the entire church 

(Continued on page 9) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

In the coming months we 
will be adding wine to the 
tray for the Lord’s Supper 
so that both wine and grape 
juice are available.  As we 
prepare to make the change, 
it’s important to talk about 
why.  

Why wine? 

The simplest and best an-
swer is because that is what 
was in the cup at the first 
Lord’s Supper in the upper 
room. (Grapes naturally 
ferment into wine.  You 
wouldn’t find grape juice in 
the markets in antiquity. 
You found wine.)  This was 
a meal related to the annual 
celebration of the Passover 
when the angel of death 
“passed over” all the house-

holds of Israel that painted a 
sacrificed lamb’s blood on 
the doorposts of their hous-
es.  Israel was to celebrate 
this feast every year to re-
member, and 
wine was in 
the cup.  
This is still 
the practice 
of Jews as 
they cele-
brate the 
Passover. 

It is possible to drink grape 
juice before it ferments, but 
this was not the case in the 
Lord’s Supper.  Paul makes 
this clear when he repri-
mands the Corinthian 
church in their abuse of the 
supper.  “When you come to-
gether, it is not the Lord’s sup-
per that you eat.  For in eating, 

WINE IN THE CUP 

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY : A COMPLETE CIRCLE 

(This is the second in a series, 
based on Michael Horton’s The 
Christian Faith.) 
BY JOHN SODEN 

DOXOLOGY (pp. 22-23) 
 

True theology should be 
understood within the con-
text of the dramatic narra-
tive of the person and work 
of Jesus Christ.  Theologiz-

ing then becomes a spiritual 
discipline fueling worship 
and not sectarian strife.1   So 
as we reach the threshold of 
our inquiry and the depths 
of a particular doctrine all 
that can be done is to revel 
in God’s majesty at that 
point.  Therefore, serious 
doctrine leaves space for 
worship and mystery.  

DISCIPLESHIP (pp.23-25) 
 

There is the initial act of 
becoming a Christian with 
repentance and faith.  The 
ongoing life of repentance 
and faith does not happen 
once, but is worked out 
through our pilgrimage.  
“This is called mortification 

(Continued on page 4) 

THE SIMPLEST AND 

BEST ANSWER IS 

BECAUSE THAT IS 

WHAT WAS IN THE 

CUP AT THE FIRST 

LORD ’S SUPPER . . . 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 Sunday School schedule:       
No Sunday School on 
March 13, due to Spring 
Break.  March 27 will be 
our Easter Breakfast 
instead. 

 Remember to “Spring 
forward” as we lose an 
hour of sleep on Sunday, 
March 13. 

 Carter will be teaching 
his Vision and Values 
class to the adults during 
Sunday School, beginning 
April 17. 
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Biblical truth, and to per-
petuate the teaching to 
make sure that we leave 
behind skilled teachers to 
carry on the work. 

 Carter will be hosting a 
dinner for the Christ To-
gether Katy group at our 
church sometime after 
Easter and would like 
some help.  Let him know 
if you are able to help with 
that. 

 There will be a non-
denominational Good Fri-
day service in Austin with 
the Christ Together folks 
there on March 25, which 
some of us are considering 
attending.  Let an elder 
know if you’d like to go. 

 We will be reserving the 
back two rows in the sanc-
tuary’s left side (in front of 
the sound booth) for new 
visitors, since they some-
times arrive just before 
worship begins.  We don’t 
want them to feel uncom-
fortable by having to walk 
all the way across the room 
to find a seat. 

 The Building Fund has 
about $6,700 left in it and 

BY GENE COVER 

 The elders and deacons 
continued our study of 
Jeramie Rinne’s book, 
Church Elders, as Don Rus-
sell led us through Chapter 
3: titled “Serve Up the 
Word.”  This chapter deals 
with the 1 Timothy 3:2 
passage that tells us that 
elders should be able to 
teach.   

This is the one difference 
between the qualifications 
of an elder and a deacon: 
deacons are not required 
to be able to teach.  There 
was some discussion over 
the difference between 
teaching and preaching and 
we agreed that preaching 
needs some training to be 
able to do so effectively, 
but all elders are to be 
teachers of the Word.   

Rinne encourages us to 
protect ourselves from 
false teaching (Titus 1:9), 
to audit our ministries to 
make sure we know what 
is being taught, to guard 
against counterfeit teach-
ing by knowing genuine 

will be closed out and 
transferred to the General 
Fund right after some land-
scape plants are purchased. 

 Jonathan Tucker would 
like some help with com-
munion set up on the first 
Sunday of the month.  Let 
him know if you want to 
do that.  On a related top-
ic, look for Carter’s article 
on the communion ele-
ments in this newsletter. 

 As announced last Sunday 
during the Sunday school 
hour, Carter will teach his 
Cornerstone Visions and 
Values class to the adults 
for four Sundays starting 
on April 17.  This fall, 
we’ll have a class on the 
Apostles Creed. 

 There will be no Sunday 
School during Spring Break 
on March 13.  On March 
27, our Easter Breakfast 
will be held during the 
Sunday School hour. 

 As usual, we had a couple 
of periods of prayer for 
each other and for the 
flock.  Please keep those 
prayers requests coming, 
folks. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
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“WE WILL BE 

RESERVING THE 

BACK TWO ROWS 

IN THE 

SANCTUARY ’S LEFT 

SIDE (IN FRONT OF 

THE SOUND 

BOOTH) FOR NEW 

VISITORS , SINCE 

THEY SOMETIMES 

ARRIVE JUST 

BEFORE WORSHIP 

BEGINS . ”   

If you can help set up 
for Communion the 

first Sunday each 
month, please talk to 

Jonathan Tucker. 
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your FULL name. To encour-
age our kids to read the 
Frontlines newsletter, win-
ners must ask Mrs. Kutzer for 
their prize.   

☺   Parents’ Night Out:    

The next PNO is scheduled 
for Friday, May 13 at 
6:00PM.  Be on the lookout 
for future announcements. 

☺   Future Video Project:     

I am hoping to put together a 
video project for our Chil-
dren’s Ministry kids to work 

together on.  The target date 
for airing the video is Thanks-
giving.  This means the kids 
will be working on this pro-
ject next fall (and possibly 
late summer).  We have the 
videographer (possibly 2).  
But I could use help with 
writing, costuming, props, 
directing, and other produc-
tion duties.  If you are inter-
ested in being part of this 
project please let Carol 
Kutzer know. 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

☺  And the winner is…   

The winner of February’s 
Taffy Candy Game is Evi!  
Her guess of 30 was the clos-
est to the actual number of 
taffies in the jar (37).  Con-
gratulations, Miss Evi!  She 
will receive a Chick-fil-A 
coupon and all the taffy in the 
jar.  Be sure to submit your 
guess for March’s Jolly 
Rancher Game…and be sure 
to write clearly and include 

CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

 NOON   Volunteer 
Lunch (FREE):  While we 
are eating, we will also 
have: 

 Planning Center 
Online Training:  
Open to anyone using the 
Planning Center 
(Worship Team, Chil-
dren’s Ministry volun-
teers, CSCK families, 
Ushers, etc.)  Learn the 
techniques to make the 
most of this website and 
how this relates to every-
thing running smoothly 
on Sunday mornings.  
Get plugged in! 

 Prayer & Pow Wow:  
A time of prayer for our 
children, volunteers, and 
nursery staff.  If time 
allows, Q & A and open 
discussions on Children’s 
Ministry  policies, offer 

suggestions for ways to 
improve our ministry. 

 1:30 PM  Worship 
Training Leaders 
Workshop:  If you are a 
current Worship Training 
leader or desire to be, 
please plan to attend this 
meeting.  We will create a 
mission statement, review 
our current practices, dis-
cuss strategies, and review 
new curriculum. 

Please contact Carol 
Kutzer to let her know 
which portion(s) of this 
workshop you will at-
tend. You may reach her 
at 281-579-1080 or  
info@  
CornerstoneKaty.org. 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

Mark your calendar for Satur-
day, April 2, as the day for 
the annual Volunteer Work-
shop.  Several meetings will 
be scheduled that day which 
should allow people to come 
and go as they are needed or 
are able. To register please 
contact Carol Kutzer at     
281-579-1080 or               
info@CornerstoneKaty.org. 

 8:30 AM Volunteer Ori-
entation:  For all staff and 
volunteers who work with 
children and teens and have 
not attended an Orienta-
tion class in the past 3 
years.  Our insurance pro-
vider requires everyone 
who works with our chil-
dren and youth to go 
through an orientation.  
Please make every effort to 
attend.  Open to all. 

VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP WILL 

BE SATAURDAY, APRIL 2 

Have you submitted 
your guess as to how 

many candies are in Mrs. 
Kutzer’s jar? 
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SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY :  

SEEING THE BIBLE AS A WHOLE 

 We become disciples more 
of the culture than of Christ 

Therefore, “nobody has to be 
taught the world’s story; we 
are born with it, as fallen chil-
dren of Adam.  However, we 
have to be taught out of it by 
persistent pastors and teach-
ers [and I add parents] who 
know that we prefer by na-
ture to think differently of 
God and ourselves than the 
Scriptures require” (p.26).2   

WHY SYSTEMATIC  
THEOLOGY? 

“If we fail to recognize there 
is a box top (i.e. a unified 
whole) to Scripture, we will 
have only a pile of pieces.  
Simplistic slogans, formulas, 
and “catch phrases” will not 
suffice in conveying the rich-
ness of the Scriptures.”  To 
deny systematics is to deny 
there is a Biblical Canon of 
the Scripture.3   Also, denying 
the wholeness of the Bible has 
a number of implications:  

 Denial of one divine source 

 Denial of content and the 
Son’s work on the Cross. 

 Denial of the Scriptures’ 
power in the work of the 
Holy Spirit 

Horton points out that Sys-
tematic Theology draws from 
sister disciplines: Old Testa-
ment Studies, New Testa-
ment Studies, Historical The-
ology and Church History, 
Pastoral Theology, Apologet-
ics, Biblical theology just to 
name a few.  

To help make sense of the 
holistic approach of systemat-
ic theology -- Geerhardus Vos 
said it like this “in Biblical 
Theology the principle is his-
torical…systematic theology 
is one of logical construction.  
Biblical Theology draws a line 
of development.  Systematic 
Theology draws a circle.” 4 

Systematics has a long history 
in reformed theology tracing 
its lineage to Protestant Scho-
lasticism (16th-17th Century) 
which is credited with refin-
ing the insights of the Re-
formers and pushing others to 
return to the sources 
(Scripture in the original lan-
guages and the Patristics). 5 

Next Time: We begin 
“Knowing God: The Presup-
positions of Theology”, par-
ticularly Chapter 1: 
“Dissonant Dramas: Para-
digms for Knowing God and 
the World” (35-79).  Also, 
see Westminster Confession 
Chapter 1. 

 

   1 A prime example of this is the 
Apostle Paul in Romans 11:33
-36. 

  2 See 2 Timothy 3:1-5, Ephe-
sians 5:6 and Colossians  2:8 

  3 Canon – not the kind you 
shoot.  (Unified texts are from 
the same source ) 

  4 Vos, Systematic Theology, 16 
  5 For more on Reformed Or-

thodoxy see http://
zondervanacademic.com/
blog/tag/protestant-
scholasticism/  

   

and vivification: recognizing 
that our ‘old self’…has been 
crucified and buried with 
Christ and that our ‘new self’ 
has been raised with 
Christ” (p.24).   

Our new citizenship comes 
with new responsibilities.  
Among them are learning and 
putting into practice doctrine.  
“A disciple of Christ is a stu-
dent of theology” (p.23).  
Reflecting on Romans 12:1-2, 
“We can now offer ourselves 
not as dead sacrifices of 
atonement but as living sacri-
fices of Thanksgiving” (p.24). 
Discipleship is active and goes 
somewhere – there is move-
ment. 

The movement back and forth 
through drama, doctrine, 
praise, and discipleship is 
evident in the New Testa-
ment and the Psalms and the 
Biblical Narratives.  But it is 
not always a straight line to 
discipleship for the believer.   
Periods of reformation and 
renewal become necessary as 
we experience periods of 
decline.  There may be a 
number of impediments to 
maturity and discipleship dur-
ing the sanctification process.  
Especially regarding theology: 

 We question the reliability 
of the Biblical narrative 

 The doctrines that depend 
on the narrative falter as 
their basis is gone 

 Worship loses its founda-
tion and rationale 

(Continued from page 1) 

“IF WE FAIL TO 

RECOGNIZE 

THERE IS A BOX 

TOP ( I .E . A UNI-

FIED WHOLE) TO 

SCRIPTURE , WE 

WILL HAVE  

ONLY A PILE OF 

PIECES . ”   

As disciples of Christ, we 
have an obligation to 
learn and to put into 

practice doctrine. 
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WOMEN ’S RETREAT IS A SUCCESS 

three examples of how God 
speaks to us—in extraordi-
nary events (like a burning 
bush), a still small voice, and 
when our hearts burn (as did 
the disciples’ when Jesus 
spoke to them on the road to 
Emmaus). 

In addition to Leigh’s encour-
aging teaching, there was lots 
of good food, lots of laughter, 
and not so much sleep. 

It was a special opportunity to 
spend time with each other 

and fellowship.  Even our 
newest member, Isabelle Tor-
regano, came. 

Many thanks to the planning 
team who pulled it all togeth-
er!  They are Alisa Cotton, 
Susie Kolesar, Karon 
McMahan, Cathy Nesbit, 
Evelyn Saugier, and Patti 
Uresti.  Mary Downing pro-
vided music for singing.  And 
special thanks to Cathy and 
Aaron Nesbit for being such 
gracious hosts. 

 

Close to thirty women met at 
Aaron and Cathy Nesbit’s 
home near Hempstead the 
weekend of February 19-20, 
for a great retreat with the 
theme of The Sacred Ordi-
nary.   

Leigh McLeroy was the key-
note speaker, and she chal-
lenged the ladies to look for 
God through the “big picture” 
frame, in stereographic view, 
and in the fine details.  Her 
afternoon talk centered on 

Participants in the ladies’ retreat had a great time together. 

KIDZ CLUB TO RESUME IN MARCH 

This is a great opportunity to 
reach out to children who 
may not hear the gospel any 
other way.  It is also a fun 
time, with games and re-
freshments in addition to the 
Bible story and related object 
lesson.   
An organizational meeting 
will be held at the church 

following worship on Sun-
day, March 13.  If you are 
interested in being involved 
as a “house parent”, activity 
leader, or just as a helper, 
please contact Evelyn Saugier 
at   281-392-9383 or  
evelyn.saugier@earthlink.net.  
Kids are always welcome to 
come along. 

Spring is just around the cor-
ner, which means it is time 
for Kidz Club to resume at 
The Fountains apartments.  
The kick-off for this session is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 22.  We will have 6-7 
sessions, running through the 
end of April.  Meeting time is 
4:00-5:15 p.m. 

Kidz Club starts 
on Tuesday, 

March 22! 

Speaker Leigh McLeroy challenged 
retreat goers to “pay attention” and look 
for God in ordinary events of our lives. 

“EARTH ’S 

CRAMMED WITH 

HEAVEN , AND 

EVERY BUSH 

AFIRE WITH 

GOD . ” 

ELIZABETH  

BROWNING 



 

NEWS FROM LEBANON 

QUEST CHURCH TO LAUNCH AT EASTER 

great job with the youth.  A 
couples’ life group is in the 
works.  [Groups for men and 
women also meet separately.] 

New House in Target Area 

The week of Presbytery we 
closed on and started moving 
into our new house in the 
target area.  It is so great to 
now be in the target area, and 
as a bonus this school district 
is the only one in the Greater 
San Antonio area that has free 
tuition and transportation to 
Sunshine Cottage School for 
Deaf Children where our son 
Paul is enrolled.   

Outreach 
As a way to meet new people, 
on a website called Meetup.com 
we started a group called New 
Braunfels Area Family Supper 
Club.  24 families have joined, 
and we have 10 RSVP’s for 
our first meeting.  None of 
these people have attended 
Quest Church; these are all 
new prospects.   

Prayer Requests 
We have set the date for our 

Grand Opening for Easter 
Sunday, March 27.  Please 
pray for a tremendous crowd 
that day – I personally am 
praying for 200+ to show up. 

Please pray for us to be able to 
conclude our Capital Cam-
paign and receive all the fund-
ing needed to get our own 
portable gear.  

We are... in need of some-
thing dramatic to happen in 
regard to a great location for 
Grand Opening that’s also 
affordable. The building own-
er still hasn’t replaced the air 
conditioner.  

We are thin on children’s 
ministers - please pray for 
additional teachers and help-
ers in this area and a great 
coordinator/director. 

Conclusion 
If I can pray for you or be of 
service to you in any way, 
please don’t hesitate to let me 
know. 

For the King & His Kingdom, 

Pastor Brett Becker 

Here are a few highlights from 
Brett Becker’s latest report.  Quest 
is an EPC church plant in New 
Braunfels, Texas, which we help 
support. 

Increased Attendance 
In spite of a location that’s not 
easy to find, new people con-
tinue to show up almost every 
week.  We’re still seeing a 
very high percentage of guests 
who return, so our attendance 
is steadily climbing.  Our high 
mark thus far is 52.   

Increased Giving 
Giving is also climbing steadi-
ly.  There was tremendous 
response to our Christmas 
Offering, which brought in 
$16,900 for portable gear and 
advertising for our launch. 

Life Groups Launching 
We have been launching small 
groups, which we call Life 
Groups, and they are doing 
well.  New kids continue to 
show up to Student Quest and 
our volunteer youth minister 
is an extremely relational 
young man and really doing a 

not insulting them, and also 
allowing them to establish 
their faith in a contextual way 
that doesn't impose Western 
behavior on them but truly 
lets them take ownership of 
their personal relationship 
with God.  All the fun stuff of 
mssns! : D  

We are also currently work-
ing on logistics with a couple 
to plan a short scouting trip to 
Lebanon which is exciting to 
see God potentially building 
up the team here. 

[Gulf South Presbytery] are 
planning another short-term 
medical missions trip to Bei-
rut for late August/Early Sep-
tember.  While it is a medical 
trip and we need doctors, 
there are still many positions 
needed that aren't medically 
related.  Nour and I would 
LOVE to see one or a few 
members from your church 
come on the trip if you're 
interested!  

Blessings,  

Rebecca 

Rebecca sent the following email 
to us last week: 

Here's a brief update from our 
side: 
We have our discipleship 
group on Tuesday nights.  It's 
a little tricky because a lot of 
the women have an 
"emergent" faith, meaning 
they acknowledge they be-
lieve in Jesus Christ, but they 
also still admit they believe in 
Muhmd.  So we are walking 
that line of trying to share that 
Jesus is the only way while 

“PLEASE PRAY FOR 

A TREMENDOUS 

CROWD THAT 

DAY – I PERSON-

ALLY AM PRAYING 

FOR 200+ TO 

SHOW UP . ” 

Quest Church will hold its 
Grand Opening on Easter 

Sunday, March 27. 
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Volunteers are invited to join 
Compassion Katy for two fun
-filled Saturdays (February 27 
and March 5) at the Katy 
YMCA Camp Cinco to pre-
pare for the summer camp 
season. 

There will be a variety of 
projects that require a broad 
range of skills (Novice, Inter-
mediate, Expert).  There is 
something for everyone – 
Individuals, Families, Youth 
Groups, and Corporate 
Groups! 

Volunteers will gather for 
check-in at 8:00 a.m. in the 
Sue Creech Elementary 
School parking lot (5905 S. 
Mason Rd, Katy, TX 77450).  
Lunch will be provided, and 
the day will wrap up at 3:00 
p.m. 

Anyone under 18 must have 
an adult present during their 
volunteer shift. 

All participants will need a 
current Compassion Katy 
Release form.  Bring the com-
pleted form with you to 
check-in. 

Go to the website  
compassionkaty.org, and click 
on the Katy ServeFest tab to 
sign up and download the 
release form.  You can also 
get a form from the church 
office or Beverly Tucker.   

Cornerstone Youth will be 
participating in the March 5 
event.  Please contact Beverly 
Tucker if your junior or sen-
ior high child plans to partici-
pate.  Adults need to register 
online. 

SPRING 2016 KATY SERVEFEST WILL 

SPRUCE UP YMCA CAMP 

GOOD WORDS FROM BOB ROANE 

quote that Buck Oliphant 
used at a recent communion 
service: “I am not yet what I 
ought to be, want to be, hope 
to be in Heaven; but still I am 
not what I once used to be, 
and by the grace of God I am 
what I am.”  (see Bob’s article 
on page 10.) 

Please keep on praying (as I 
know you do) that the Lord 
would use His word to save 
and to sanctify people.  Jesus 

promises, “My word that goes 
out from my mouth will not 
return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which 
I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11) 

Thank you for your encour-
agement + generosity + mak-
ing Words of Hope’s out-
reach possible! 

Very gratefully in Christ,  

Bob 

Dear Cornerstone Friends, 

I’m late in reading your 
Frontlines newsletter for Feb-
ruary.  Great issue as always!  
I will use nuggets from Eve-
lyn’s and Sam’s articles on 
Counseling with men at the 
two prisons where I will min-
ister today and with other 
people this week. 

I will also use the attached 
article that I adapted.  It 
works off of a John Newton 

There is something for 
everyone at the Katy 

Can you help at Memorial 
Parkway Elementary’s Spring 
Carnival?  The carnival is 
scheduled for Friday, April 
15,  3:30 – 7:00 p.m.  We 
would like to send a group of 
volunteers in NOMP t-shirts 

to help oversee the carnival 
games and redemption booth.  

Please contact someone on 
the NOMP Team if you are 
able to fill this need.  Mem-
bers of the NOMP Team in-

clude:  Nathan Cotton, Todd 
Elgie, Carol Kutzer, Sharon 
Peterson, Carter Sanger, or 
Ashley Soden. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT MEMORIAL PARKWAY  

SPRING CARNIVAL! 

Come help our neigh-
bors at Memorial 

Parkway Elementary 
by volunteering at 

their Spring Carnival. 

“I WILL USE 

NUGGETS FROM 

EVELYN ’S AND 

SAM ’S ARTICLES 

ON COUNSELING 

WITH MEN AT 

THE TWO PRIS-

ONS WHERE I 

WILL MINISTER . ” 
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“A GOOD WOMAN 

IS HARD TO FIND , 

AND WORTH FAR 

MORE THAN 

DIAMONDS . HER 

HUSBAND TRUSTS 

HER WITHOUT 

RESERVE , AND 

NEVER HAS 

REASON TO 

REGRET IT . ”  

(THE MESSAGE ,  

PROVERBS 31:10-11) 

BRIDGES TO HOST EASTER PARTY 

assignments, like going out to 
share their faith or follow up 
a new believer. Aselia’s role 
was to ensure a healthy train-
ing process and to evaluate its 
successful completion.  

During the last couple of 
years, due to a rapid growth 
of our ministry, the number 
of new staff members out-
grew the number of available 
trainers.  So Aselia volun-
teered to take a role of a 
trainer in addition to her oth-
er responsibilities.  Currently 
she has three young mothers 
with whom she meets regu-
larly to study, plan and do 
ministry activities together. 

 As I am writing this update, I 
am amazed how in the midst 
of all those responsibilities, 
Aselia was able to give 
enough attention to me and 
to our teenage daughters.  It 
is certainly the demonstration 
of God’s grace so abundantly 
working in and through her 

life.  Her relationship with 
the Lord and with us as her 
family always remain her first 
and foremost commitment. 
Thank you, Lord, for such an 
unspeakable gift. 

And thank you, dear Corner-
stone brothers and sisters in 
Christ, for prayerfully cheer-
ing for us as we continue to 
pursue the calling of building 
the Lord’s Kingdom in Ka-
zakhstan.  I cannot think of a 
better and more powerful 
testimony for Christ than a 
healthy marriage. In our days 
and, especially, in our coun-
try it is a true miracle.  
Please, continue to pray for 
Aselia to remain healthy in 
every aspect of her life so that 
through her the Lord will 
further manifest His love and 
care to the people who sur-
round her. THANK YOU. 

In Christ,  

Marlen and Aselia  

In Marlen’s latest update, he 
wrote glowingly about his wife 
and her work for Christ.  Here is 
part of it: 

As a Human Resource team 
member Aselia's main role 
was to provide member care 
for our senior staff, in partic-
ular, women. Gathering 
moms and single staff ladies at 
our home with some fun ac-
tivities, like scrapbooking or 
quilting, followed by a Bible-
focused discussion was how 
she actualised her role.  It 
worked great and all the la-
dies really enjoyed that time. 

Later Aselia took a role of the 
Training Coordinator for the 
company's new staff mem-
bers, a role that she continues 
to do till now. This training is 
a two-year program. Every 
new staff worker is assigned 
with a personal trainer (a sen-
ior staff member) and togeth-
er they cover the material as 
well as do practical ministry 

TESTIMONY FROM KAZAKSTAN 

In addition, Bridges hosts 
Hangout, a social gathering of 
50-60 students plus colabor-
ers each Wednesday from 
7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Baptist 
Student Ministry building on 
the University of Houston 
campus.  This is a great time 
to build relationships in which 
the gospel is shared, so they 
love for people to come and 
just get to know students.  

Because they provide food 
every week, they are always 
looking for people who are 
willing to cook a meal for the 
group or donate to provide a 
nicer catered meal. 

Call Daka for more infor-
mation, or sign up here: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090f4bada62caa8-meals. 

Daka has sent word that there 
will be a Bridges Easter party 
in Katy.  It will be on Satur-
day, April 2, at Zeke and 
Nona Zeiler's house.  If you 
would like to help and to 
meet some of the internation-
al students who will attend, 
you can contact him at (281) 
217-6460. 

 

Marlen and Aselia enjoy-
ing a special occasion. 
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BOOK CHAT COMING IN APRIL 

Subtitled “A true story of 
love, loss, and laughter in the 
unlikeliest of places”, it prom-
ises to spark good conversa-
tion. 

Join us at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Education Building Den, 
whether you have read the 
book or not.  There will be 
refreshments, too.   

The ladies’ Central Perk on 
Friday, April 15, will be a 
Book Chat on Dee Oliver’s 
book, The Undertaker’s 
Wife.   

Theology of wine – wrath 
and merriment 

There is good reason theolog-
ically that wine is in the cup. 
Wine is associated with both 
the wrath of God and that 
which will gladden the heart. 
Psalm 75:8 says, “For in the 
hand of the Lord there is a 
cup with foaming wine, well 
mixed, and he pours out from 
it, and all the wicked of the 
earth shall drain it down to 
the dregs.”  Try reading that 
verse substituting “grape 
juice” for “wine.”  It loses its 
sting, don’t you think?   

There are many other passag-
es that talk about this wine in 
God’s cup of wrath given to 
those unfaithful to God (see 
also Jeremiah 25:15; Isaiah 
51:17, Revelation 14).  This 
was the cup from which Jesus 
drank on behalf of His 
Church, the thought of which 
overwhelmed him in the gar-
den of Gethsemane, “My Fa-
ther, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me; neverthe-
less, not as I will, but as you 
will” (Matthew 26:39).  

It is precisely because he 
drinks this cup that we enjoy 
fellowship, i.e. communion, 
with God himself.  When we 
drink from the cup we re-
member Jesus’ suffering and 

death.  We remember that 
Jesus drank from the wine of 
God’s wrath.  But we also 
enjoy the communion with 
God that it purchased for us.  

So there is a sense in which 
we enjoy the wine that 
“gladdens the heart of 
man” (Psalm 104:15) to be 
served at the wedding feast of 
the lamb in Revelation 19:6-
9, made by Jesus himself, just 
as he did in his first recorded 
miracle in John 2:1-11. 
(Wine was a common part of 
covenant feasts such as those 
found in Genesis 14:18 and 
Exodus 24:11.) 

Feel free to ask me questions 
if you would like to know 
more.  

In Christ, 

Carter 

 

1 Mathison, K. (2016) The lord’s 
supper: Eternal word in broken 
bread. Available at: http://
www.ligonier.org/blog/lords-supper
-eternal-word-broken-bread/ 
(Accessed: 23 February 2016) 

 2 Robert Letham is Professor of 
Systematic and Historical Theol-
ogy at the Union School of The-
ology (formerly Wales Evangeli-
cal School of Theology), and 
Adjunct Professor of Systematic 
Theology at Westminster Theo-
logical Seminary. 

including Roman Catholic, 
Protestant denominations 
(even Baptists), and Eastern 
Orthodox.  It isn’t until the 
“militant and legalistic” tem-
perance movement in 19th 
century America that this 
practice was altered.  1 Keith 
Mathison, in his review of 
Robert Letham’s2  book, The 
Lord's Supper: Eternal Word 
in Broken Bread, writes 
“Letham observes that, in the 
United States, a large seg-
ment of the Church allowed 
the unscriptural aversion to 
wine that was being preached 
by the temperance movement 
to intrude into the Church 
and introduce an unheard of 
novelty into a central element 
of her worship.” 

That’s a pretty sharp critique 
of the use of grape juice, and 
one that I think moves toward 
a needed corrective.  Never-
theless, moving from grape 
juice to wine can be a star-
tling shift, especially for those 
who have negative associa-
tions with alcohol.  Primarily 
for that reason grape juice is 
still an option.  Because it is 
still fruit of the vine, there is 
room for discretion and use of 
it.  

 

(Continued from page 1) 

IN THE CUP: HISTORICAL PRECEDENTS 

Both grape juice and 
wine will be presented 
as part of Communion 

at Cornerstone. 

“W INE IS ASSO-

CIATED WITH 

BOTH THE 

WRATH OF GOD 

AND THAT 

WHICH WILL 

GLADDEN THE 

HEART” . 
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2. Not What I Once Used 
to Be (Our Sinful Past Is 
Behind Us) 
“Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In His great mercy He 
has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead.” (1 Peter 1:3)  

Thank God, Jesus’ followers 
are born again (John 3) and 
made new creatures (2 Corin-
thians 5:17; Galatians 6:15). 
Romans 6:4 says, “We were 
therefore buried with Him 
through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life.”   We 
have taken off our old self 
with its practices and have put 
on the new self.  The Lord is 
renewing us to resemble Him 
in knowledge, true righteous-
ness, and holiness (Colossians 
3:10; Ephesians 4:23,24).  

Praise God, we are no longer 
His enemies but His friends 
and adopted children, at 
peace with Him (Romans 
5:1,10).  No longer far away 
from Him, but brought near 
by Christ’s blood (Ephesians 
2:13; 2 Corinthians 5:19,21). 
True Christians are now re-
deemed, pardoned, accepted, 
reconciled to God, never to 
be rejected, condemned, or 
cast out. 

3. Grace Makes Me What 
I Am Now (The Lord Ena-
bles and Equips Us to 
Serve Him Now) 
1 Corinthians 15:10 says,  “By 
the grace of God I am what I 
am, and His grace to me was 
not without effect.” Philippi-
ans 2:13 says,  “God works in 
you to will and to act accord-
ing to His good purpose.”  
And in Ephesians 2:10 we 
see,  “We are God's work-
manship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in ad-
vance for us to do.” 

We must never boast or brag 
about our good deeds or our 
progress in the Christian life 
(Ephesians 2:8,9). 

We need to keep on praying 
for God’s daily grace to help 
us follow and serve Him. 

Conclusion: Martin Luther 
says Jesus’ followers are both 
sinners and saints, both at the 
same time, and that the whole 
life of believers should be 
repentance. John Newton 
exemplified this lifestyle. 

 

Adapted and expanded from Pas-
tor Jack Wellman, Mulvane 
Brethren Church in Mulvane, 
Kansas. 

John Newton (1725-1807) was 
an Anglican pastor, hymn writer, 
and former slave ship master. 

BY DR. BOB ROANE, WORDS 
OF HOPE BIBLE MINISTRIES 

1. Not Yet What I Ought 
to Be, Want to Be, Hope 
to Be (God’s Glorious 
Future Is Ahead of Us) 
Jesus’ followers admit that we 
still fall short every day and 
stumble in many ways (James 
3:2), because sanctification is 
a lifelong process.  God the 
Father adopts us into His fam-
ily and molds us into Christ’s 
likeness, making us resemble 
Jesus, as His little brothers 
and sisters (Romans 8:19).  

But the Lord’s work in us is 
not yet done by a long shot. 
We say with Paul, “For what I 
want to do I do not do, but 
what I hate I do....For I have 
the desire to do what is right, 
but not the ability to carry it 
out.  For I do not do the good 
I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I keep on do-
ing.” (Romans 7:15,18,19)  

We still struggle every day 
with our own remaining sin 
and admit with Paul, “Oh, 
what a miserable person I am! 
Who will free me from this 
life that is dominated by sin 
and death?  Thanks be to 
God, who delivers me 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! (Romans 7:24,25) 

 

 

THE CHRISTIAN ’S SELF IMAGE: LEARNING FROM 

JOHN NEWTON 

Christians are already Declared righteous because of 
Jesus’ doing + dying for us 

Christ’s work for us Justification is instantaneous, 
completed all at once 

Christians not yet fully Practicing righteousness, Jesus-
like living 

Christ’s work in us by    
the Holy Spirit 

Sanctification has 3 stages: 
initial, ongoing, and final 

“I AM NOT YET 

WHAT I OUGHT TO 

BE , WANT TO BE , 

HOPE TO BE IN 

HEAVEN ; BUT STILL 

I AM NOT WHAT I 

ONCE USED TO BE , 

AND BY THE GRACE 

OF GOD I AM 

WHAT I AM . ”  

(JOHN NEWTON , 

PARAPHRASE) 
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1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
 

(281) 579-1080 

info@cornerstonekaty.org 

 
On the Web @ 

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

 
 

Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

Easter Breakfast—

March 27    9:30 A.m. 

We will hope for good 
weather, so we can enjoy 
breakfast on our new patio.  
But either in or out, we will 
enjoy a time of good food 
and fellowship before wor-
ship.  Breakfast will begin at 
9:15 a.m. 

Easter Worship—

March 27    10:30 a.m. 

Our regularly scheduled 
worship will be held, but it 
will be a special time of cele-
brating our Lord’s resurrec-

Easter week is a solemn and 
joyous time for Christians, 
and we will celebrate it with 
several events: 

Maundy Thursday 

Service—March 24    

7:30 p.m. 

Jesus’ last supper with his 
disciples, when he instituted 
the sacrament of Commun-
ion, will be observed on 
Thursday evening, March 24.  
The service will begin at 
7:30 p.m. and will include 
meditation on the last words 
of Christ. 

tion.  This is an ideal time to 
invite family and friends to 
join you. 

Egg Hunt—March 27  

12:00 noon   

Following worship, the kids 
will have a chance to hunt for 
Ester Eggs on the church 
grounds—some of which 
will contain a special prize.  
Areas for younger children 
and older children will be 
designated.   

EASTER WEEK EVENTS ARE PLANNED 
The March Cen-
tral Perk evening 
for ladies will bring out the 
artist in you!  Adult color-
ing books are popular right 
now, so bring one and 
come to Evelyn Saugier’s 
home on Friday evening, 
March 11. 

The fun will start at 7:00 
p.m.  Even if you can’t 
color inside the lines, you 
are invited to just come 
and enjoy an evening with 
your sisters in Christ.  Feel 
free to bring a friend, too! 

COLOR YOUR 

EVENING 

BRIGHT ! 


