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you.  Your neighbors are 
the people within your 
reach.  These are the people 
we are to love. 

We’re starting a sermon 
series this week about the 
Art of Neighboring as we 
ask, “How can we love the 
people who live immediate-
ly around us, the people we 
refer to as neighbors in the 
strictest sense of the word?”  
The Neighbors of Memorial 
Parkway team is using the 
book, The Art of Neighbor-
ing, by Dave Runyon and 
Jay Pathak to get ideas of 
how to do this better.  I 
want to encourage you to 
do the same.  This is a prac-
tical resource for small 

(Continued on page 9) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

One day Jesus was tested.  
“Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?”  He said to 
him, “What is written in the 
Law?  How do you read it?” 
And he answered, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your 
soul and with 
all your 
strength and 
with all your 
mind, and 
your neighbor as yourself.”  And 
he said to him, “You have an-
swered correctly; do this, and 
you will live.”  

But he, desiring to justify him-
self, said to Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?” (Leke 10:25-
29) 

Jesus answers with the para-
ble of the Good Samaritan. 
Anyone in need, regardless 
of rank, color, or creed, is a 
neighbor.  Jesus was cutting 
through the prejudices of 
the questioner who sought 
to put qualifications around 
who he was supposed to 
love.  Jesus was showing 

him that 
you can’t 
do that.  

You can’t 
ignore the needs of people 
who aren’t like you ethni-
cally, ideologically, racially, 
etc.  What gets missed is 
the idea that a neighbor is 
someone that you cross 
paths with. It’s not some 
anonymous stranger half-
way around the world from 

THE ART OF NEIGHBORING 

REMEMBERING TO BE AN ARMORBEARER 

BY GENE COVER 

Carter’s sermon a few 
weeks ago reminded me of 
something.  Back in 2012 
when we started our Fan-
ning the Flame effort, we 
had a prayer ministry going 
called Armorbearers.  In 
Old Testament times, kings 
were warrior chiefs who led 
their armies.  They were 
strategic targets for their 
enemies.  If a king could be 

put out of action, his army 
would usually lose heart and 
scatter.  Kings often re-
cruited armor bearers from 
their most valiant, devoted 
soldiers to carry large 
shields for protection from 
enemy assault. 

The visible leaders of the 
local church (especially the 
pastors) are strategic targets 
for the devil (Luke 22: 31-

34).  The pastor sets the 
pace and the pattern for the 
congregation (1 Timothy 
4:12); the pastor also mod-
els godliness (Hosea 4:6-9; 
Luke 6:40).  Congregations 
seldom grow beyond the 
model set by their pastor. 

As the warrior chief de-
pended on the armor bear-
ers to raise their shields to 

(Continued on page 7) 

SPECIAL POINTS OF IN-

TEREST:  

 Carter will be leading a class 
on Cornerstone Vision and 
Values beginning Sunday, 
April 10. 

 We will be sad to see the 
Jorgensen family leave, when 
they relocate to Pennsylvania 
this summer, but are so grateful 
for their dedication and service. 

 Daka and Heather Dyussekov 
have just announced that they 
are expecting their first child.  
We pray for good health for 
Heather and for a healthy 
baby. 
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meeting to deal with what 
appears to be a significant 
shortfall that is developing 
between giving and expens-
es so far this year.  Our 
deficit so far this year is 
about $34,000 on top of 
the $15,000 deficit that we 
ended the year with in 
2015.   

In the past, we have had 
faithful giving by our mem-
bers of company bonuses to 
boost our income in the 
spring.  We don’t think we 
can count on that this year.  
Our finances and our mem-
bership count should be a 
subject of all our prayers. 

 As Carter mentioned in his 
newsletter article last 
month, expect to see some 
changes in how we do com-
munion starting in May. 

 Carter will be teaching his 
Cornerstone Vision and 
Values class during the Sun-
day school hour starting on 

BY GENE COVER 

 For the devotion this 
month, Gene gave a sum-
mary of Chapter 4 of Je-
ramie Rinne’s book Church 
Elders: Track Down the Strays.  
Just as the Good Shepherd 
would go after just one of 
his lost sheep, we are to 
keep watch over those our 
Lord has entrusted to us.   

Each elder has authority 
and accountability towards 
members in particular, but 
must not be indifferent to 
non-members.  There are 
five species of straying 
sheep: sinning, wandering, 
limping, fighting, and biting 
sheep, each requiring a 
different approach to try to 
bring them back into the 
fold.  “Elders profoundly 
embody the gospel when 
they search out wandering 
members.” 

 Jonathan will be calling a 
special Budget Committee 

April 10.  This will give 
those who haven’t been 
able to attend in the past a 
chance to hear some basics 
of Christianity and church. 

 There will be a Gulf South 
Presbytery meeting in Lake 
Jackson, Texas, on April 22
-23.  Everyone is invited, 
and this is an excellent 
chance to attend a presby-
tery meeting.  You are en-
couraged to attend; you 
will find them encouraging 
and inspiring.  See Gene or 
Carter for details on the 
meeting. 

 A new Cornerstone Direc-
tory has been published, 
complete with pictures!  
Many thanks to Carol 
Kutzer and Linda Cover for 
their hard work to make it 
happen.  I happen to know 
that this is a big effort, but 
is so helpful to new and old 
members alike.  There are 
copies still available.  Make 
sure you get yours. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

“OUR FINANCES 

AND OUR 

MEMBERSHIP COUNT 

SHOULD BE A 

SUBJECT OF ALL 

OUR PRAYERS . ” 

PREGNANCY HELP CENTER’S 2016 

BABY BOTTLE BLESSING CAMPAIGN 

 By Debi Barrett 

Cornerstone will again be participat-
ing in the annual Baby Bottle Bless-
ing Campaign to benefit Pregnancy 
Help Center of West Houston.   

Last year members raised $725.07, 
just by filling the Baby Bottles with 
spare change, dollar bills, or even 
checks! What a blessing for this min-
istry, which reaches out to women 
in our community who are affected 
by an unplanned pregnancy.   

We will have a basket full of 
the empty Baby Bottles in the 
foyer Mothers Day, May 8. 

Please return them on or be-
fore Fathers Day, June 19, 
and then they will be deliv-
ered to PHC. 

Be sure to put this on your 
calendar and look for the Baby 
Bottles in our foyer on Moth-
ers Day.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Debi 
Barrett at 281-944-9693. 

New directories are 
ready to be picked up in 
the sanctuary foyer.  Be 
sure to get yours!  For a 

PDF version, contact 
Carol Kutzer. 
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Does your family like to 
camp?  The Morgans are plan-
ning a family camping trip for 
Friday-Saturday, May 20-21, 
at Stephen F. Austin State 

Park (near Sealy).  They are 
hoping to get a group togeth-
er for this fun weekend ad-
venture, so if you are inter-
ested—or just want to know 

more about the park and the 
plans—contact Matt Morgan. 

FAMILY CAMPING TRIP PLANNED 

BY ALLEN WHITE 

I’m offering this as food for 
thought, so it is intentionally 
brief and underdeveloped.  I pray 
that you do as the Bereans did…
go to your Bible and, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, discern 
for yourselves the validity of the 
following. 

Stimulated by our Sunday 
morning class on Romans, I 
have been pondering the 
“signs of the times” that I am 
seeing around me in light of 
the first chapter of Romans.  
There Paul describes people 
who clearly saw the evidence 
of God in His creation but 
who, although they knew that 
God existed, refused to give 
Him the glory or thanks for 
who He was and what He had 
done.  Then Paul goes on to 
describe God’s action in giv-
ing those people over com-
pletely to shameful lusts and a 
depraved (or reprobate) 
mind.   

Considering how similar the 
results of that giving over are 
to what is happening in our 
nation today, I began to think 
back to when our own repro-
bation may have begun and 
what brought it about.  And 
that begged the following 
question:  How far are we 
along in that?  Have we as a 

nation already gone over the 
edge and been given over 
completely by God?  I don’t 
want to be a false doomsayer, 
and I certainly believe in the 
eternal hope of 2 Chronicles 
7:14, that if we humble our-
selves and pray and seek 
God’s face and turn from our 
wicked ways then He will 
hear us, forgive our sins, and 
restore our land.  But what 
are we to conclude about 
what is happening to us now? 

Look back with me and con-
sider briefly the steps we have 
taken on this downward 
slope.  When did we reject 
God as our creator and refuse 
to give him the glory or thank 
Him for creating us?  It began 
in the late 1800s but wasn’t 
adopted nationally until the 
mid-twentieth century.   

What began as a far-fetched 
theory became established as 
universal truth in the form of 
the “modern evolutionary 
synthesis” and began to be 
taught as such in all of our 
schools from elementary 
grades onward.  About the 
same time, things really began 
to turn upside down in this 
country, as though God had 
really taken His hand off us.  
It didn’t happen all at once so 
it wasn’t that shocking at 

first, but we are all familiar 
with when prayer was taken 
out of the schools, when 
abortion was officially en-
dorsed by our government, 
and when homosexuality be-
gan to demand acceptance 
and normalization.   

Does any of that look like 
what is being described in 
Romans 1?  It isn’t that I had-
n’t seen it before, but I never 
connected what Paul de-
scribed as failing to give God 
credit for His creation with 
what we have done with the 
theory of evolution and then 
with the subsequent, uncanny 
development of Romans’ 
corresponding evils that seem 
to have taken over our nation.   

I don’t know about you, but 
my own consternation about 
the upcoming presidential 
election, the direction in 
which our country is moving, 
and the new depths of the 
depravities that we are seeing 
around us at least has a con-
text now that I am rethinking 
the application of Romans 1 
to this nation.  I also have a 
better understanding of what 
I need to be praying for.  Per-
haps it will help you as well.  
But please go to the Lord and 
let Him lead you to the truth 
about it. 

ARE WE PAST THE SLOPE ALREADY? 

“ . . .PAUL DESCRIBES 

PEOPLE WHO 

CLEARLY SAW THE 

EVIDENCE OF GOD 

IN H IS CREATION 

BUT WHO , ALT-

HOUGH THEY 

KNEW THAT GOD 

EXISTED , REFUSED 

TO GIVE H IM THE 

GLORY OR THANKS 

FOR WHO HE WAS 

AND WHAT HE 

HAD DONE . ” 

The Morgan family is 
inviting other folks to 
join them for a camp-

ing weekend on  
May 20-21. 
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HOW DOES DIVORCE EFFECT CHILDREN? 

longed periods of time.  They 
may become depressed, anx-
ious, or become perhaps 
overly responsible kids who 
end up caring for their parents 
instead of getting cared for by 
them. 

Fortunately, most children 
from divorced families are 
resilient and will not develop 
behavioral or emotional prob-
lems.   Children from di-
vorced families feel and func-
tion pretty much like kids 
whose parents are married. 
They are not "children of 
divorce."  They are what we 
want all children to be: just 
kids.  However, many resili-
ent children still report pain-
ful memories and ongoing 
worries about divorce, their 
relationships with their par-
ents, and their parents' rela-
tionship with each other.  

As the children grow into 
adults, often their experience 
with divorce can create prob-
lems that do not appear until 
the late teenage years or 
adulthood.  In 2000, in a book 
entitled The Unexpected Leg-
acy of Divorce: A 25 Year 
Landmark Study, the authors 
present detailed case studies 
suggesting that most adults 
who were children of divorce 
experience serious problems 
such as depression and rela-
tionship issues. 

Yet other scientific research 
does not support the view 
that problems in adulthood 
are prevalent; instead it 
demonstrates that most chil-
dren of divorce become well-
adjusted adults.  For example, 

a 2002 book, For Better or 
For Worse: Divorce Recon-
sidered, describes a 25-year 
study in which the author, 
Hetherington, followed chil-
dren of divorce and children 
of parents who stayed togeth-
er.  The study found that 25%  
of the adults whose parents 
had divorced experienced 
serious social, emotional, or 
psychological troubles com-
pared with 10% of those 
whose parents remained to-
gether.   

These findings suggest that 
only 15% of adult children of 
divorce experience problems 
over and above those from 
stable families.  No one 
knows whether this difference 
is caused by the divorce itself 
or by variables, such as poor 
parenting, that often accom-
panies a marriage's dissolu-
tion. 

Another article, written in 
2003, concluded that the rela-
tionships of adults whose par-
ents' marriages failed tend to 
be somewhat more problem-
atic than those of children 
from stable homes.  For in-
stance, people whose parents 
split when they were young 
experience more difficulty 
forming and sustaining inti-
mate relationships as young 
adults, greater dissatisfaction 
with their marriages, a higher 
divorce rate and poorer rela-
tionships with the noncustodi-
al father compared with adults 
from sustained marriages.  On 
all other measures, differ-
ences between the two groups 
were small. 

(Continued on page 9) 

BY JEFF MAGEE 

On a Friday night, my broth-
ers and I were sitting in our 
front room watching TV.  We 
looked out the window and 
noticed that our parents were 
coming home.  As the car 
drove into the garage, we 
heard a lot of noise.  It was 
the sound of another argu-
ment.  I remember shrugging 
and thinking, “Here we go 
again.”   Our mother came 
stumbling in and went straight 
to her bedroom.  Dad came in 
behind her and said, “Boys, 
your mother and I are getting 
a divorce!”  The silence was 
deafening as we stared at each 
other.  “Ok, now what?”, we 
thought. 

Divorce is almost always 
stressful for children.  Most 
children do not want their 
parents to separate unless the 
marriage was full of intense 
conflict, anger, or other 
sources of misery not suitable 
for children.  Divorce also can 
strain parent-child relation-
ships, lead to lost contact with 
one parent, create economic 
hardships, and increase con-
flict between parents.  For all 
these reasons, most children 
have a hard time during the 
divorce transition.  

Divorce clearly increases the 
risk that children will suffer 
from psychological and behav-
ioral problems.  Troubled 
children are particularly likely 
to develop problems with 
anger, disobedience, and rule 
violations.  School achieve-
ment also can suffer.  Other 
children become sad for pro-

“AS THE CHIL-

DREN GROW IN-

TO ADULTS , OF-

TEN THEIR EXPE-

RIENCE WITH DI-

VORCE CAN CRE-

ATE PROBLEMS 

THAT DO NOT 

APPEAR UNTIL 

THE LATE TEEN-

AGE YEARS OR 

ADULTHOOD . ”   

Even resilient children 
may have ongoing worry 
about building relation-

ships. 
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EVELYN SAUGIER 

WILL BE . . . DISCUSSING 

HOW TO 

DISTINGUISH 

BETWEEN SUPPORTIVE 

FRIENDSHIPS AND 

NEGATIVE 

INFLUENCES ,  AND 

GIVING SOME GOOD 

ADVICE ON HOW TO 

CHOOSE GOOD 

RELATIONSHIPS .   

PICNIC PLAYDATES PLANNED 

portunity to meet neighbors, 
so if you are able, please pack 
a lunch and make new 
friends. 

Playdates are from 11:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m. on the fol-
lowing dates: April 7, 21, 
May 5 & 19.   

NOMP seeks to build rela-
tionships with members of 
the community to love them 
in deed and with the Gospel. 
Thank you for taking part in 
the NOMP mission.  For 
more information, please 
contact Ashley Soden. 

BY ASHLEY SODEN 

Want to meet more neigh-
bors in Memorial Parkway? 
One simple way to do that is 
through picnic playdates on 
our church playground.  We 
are inviting members of the 
Memorial Parkway Playgroup 
to join us.  This is a great op-

HEART-TO-HEART WILL WRAP UP NINTH SESSION  

Besides a time of fellowship, 
there will be an opportunity 
to share any highlights from 
your time together, and of 
course we will have a time of 
prayer. 

If you are a Mentor, please 
bring a plate of finger sand-
wiches.  Mentees are asked to 
bring a salad.  Dessert and 
drinks will be provided by 
our Hospitality coordinator 
Lauren Torregano.  We will 

also have child care for any-
one who needs that. 

Please let Linda Cover know 
that you will be there. 

This is a special time when we 
can celebrate the new rela-
tionships formed and hear any 
ideas for improving the minis-
try.  We hope all the partici-
pants will plan to be there! 

Cornerstone’s Heart-to-Heart 
Mentoring Ministry will com-
plete its ninth session when 
the participants get together 
for a Closing Pot-Luck Cele-
bration on Thursday evening, 
April 28.  We were happy to 
have seven mentoring pairs 
participate this year, along 
with five Prayer Warriors.   

The closing dinner will be 
held in the church Fellowship 
Hall, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  

Heart-to-Heart Closing 
Celebration will be  
Thursday, April 28. 

between supportive friend-
ships and negative influences, 
and giving some good advice 
on how to choose good rela-
tionships.  As usual, there will 
be refreshments, a fun activi-
ty, and a take-home gift. 

If you are a girl in this age 
range (or know one) please 
join us, whether you have 
attended the previous sessions 
or not.  Girls who do not 
attend Cornerstone are wel-
come, too.   

Previous topics included be-
ing beautiful inside and out, 
caring for our bodies to keep 
them strong, and dressing 
modestly to present a good 
witness for Christ. 

Our last evening will be a 
dinner on Friday, May 6, 
when we invite the girls’ 
mothers to join us.  Mark 
your calendar now! 

 

The next Stepping Stones 
evening will be held in the 
Cornerstone Fellowship Hall 
on Friday, April 8, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m.  This program 
for girls ages 10-13 is de-
signed to give our girls and 
their friends some skills as 
they navigate the challenges 
of teen years. 

Evelyn Saugier will be the 
speaker for this evening, dis-
cussing how to distinguish 

STEPPING STONES TO FOCUS ON HEALTHY 

RELATIONSHIPS IN APRIL 

Ashley is hoping to make 
some connections in the 
neighborhood using our 

new playground. 
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DIFFERING WORLDVIEWS OFFER DIFFERING 

RELATIONSHIPS TO GOD 

the qualitative difference 
between God and creation. 

 Atheism/Deism:             
Approaches try affirm the 
complete absence of God in 
the world either by distance 
or by non-existence. 

Most people fall somewhere 
along the spectrum of these 
presuppositions including peo-
ple who claim they are Chris-
tians.   

The Covenantal Response: 
Repent of Bad Presuppo-
sitions 
There is a sharp contrast for 
the Biblical Christian between 
modern forms of worldviews 
which deem God as the same 
and/or posit His absence – the 
triune God of the people is 
personal, creative, creator of 
all reality and humankind is 
made in His image.  God is 
also redeemer in Jesus Christ 
“the unifying center of God’s 
saving revelation” (p. 41).  

For Horton, the crux of the 
issue for us is not God’s in-
volvement but our alienation 
from Him because of us and 
God’s work of redemption for 
His own glory.  In this sense 
God is a stranger in two sens-
es.   
(1) God is a stranger in the 

positive sense because He 
is other than what we are.  
He is Holy and very dif-
ferent from His creation – 
He is ontologically differ-
ent.   

(2) God is ethically different.  
This break happened at 
the Fall. 

The Covenantal Tertium 
Quid (Third Way) 
Now follow me as I unpack in 
brief the Covenantal rationale 
and model. First, the God of 
the bible is personal and not 
an abstract principle.  There-
fore, He is relational.  Second, 
God is in Trinity and perfect 
communion.  Third, the 
world has never been divine 
nor have abstract principles 
been eternal.  Therefore, 
there is not gradations of di-
vinity with God at the top.  
God alone is God.  His like-
ness is shared in Humanity 
(Imago Dei).  Fourth, Biblical 
faith does not begin in abstract 
principles and speculation.  It 
begins with real-life relation-
ships.  It begins with the Cov-
enants. 

The Covenantal Relationship 
is at the heart of the Gospel.  
Indeed, he is a stranger, but 
He has condescended to relate 
to us himself.     

Next time:  
-We pick up on page 47 on 
“Epistemology” and knowing 
God.   

Chapter 7 of the Catechism 
“Of God’s Covenant with 
Man” (www.reformed.org /
documents/wcf_with_proofs/
index.html  ) 

 

 1Panentheism, literally "all-in
-God-ism", "affirms that alt-
hough God and the world 
are ontologically distinct [i.e., 
not the same] and God trans-
cends the world, the world is 'in' 
God ontologically." ^ [1]^ This 

(Continued on page 8) 

BY JOHN SODEN  

(This is the third in a series based 
on Michael Horton’s book, The 
Christian Faith.) 

At some point in the modern 
period (c. 1800-1900s) the 
focus of theology changed.  
Earlier theology was the study 
of God.  The foci shifted from 
God and His works in the 
world and in history to hu-
manity “and its morality, spir-
ituality, and experience” (p. 
35).   

According to Horton, this was 
a shooting-yourself-in-the-foot 
scenario, because “theologians 
themselves pioneered this turn 
to the self in the hope of mak-
ing Christianity more relevant 
and acceptable in our world”.  
But in the process of seeking 
the practical and relevant they 
become unbiblical and off 
track.  Their assumptions 
changed, and our assumptions 
too.  No one is above being 
influenced and affected – in-
cluding you and me.     

Our Presuppositions Have 
Been Affected 
In order to get acquainted 
with understanding founda-
tional presuppositions, it is 
important to consider first 
issues related to ontology 
(reality or what is really real).  
Everyone and every religion 
attempts to give an explana-
tion for reality itself.  To get a 
context for this let us consider 
Pantheism/Panentheism1 and 
Deism/Atheism. 

 Panentheism/Pantheism: 
Such approaches try to erase 

“ . . .THE GOD OF 

THE BIBLE IS 

PERSONAL AND 

NOT AN AB-

STRACT PRINCI-

PLE .  THERE-

FORE , HE IS 

RELATIONAL . ” 

How God relates to this 
world has shifted in the 
eyes of theologians over 

the years. 
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ARMORBEARERS : YOU CAN BE ONE 

volunteers in NOMP t-shirts 
to help oversee the carnival 
games and redemption booth. 

Volunteers should plan on 
being on the MPE campus 
by 2:30.  

 

Please contact someone on the 
NOMP Team if you are able to 
fill this need.  Members of the 
NOMP Team include:  Nathan 
Cotton, Todd Elgie, Carol 
Kutzer, Sharon Peterson, 
Carter Sanger, and Ashley 
Soden. 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

Can you help at Memorial 
Parkway Elementary’s Spring 
Carnival?  The carnival is 
scheduled for Friday, April 15  
at 3:30 – 7:00 p.m.  We 
would like to send a group of 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT MEMORIAL PARKWAY 

SPRING CARNIVAL! 

We had a pamphlet which out-
lined a seven day prayer pro-
gram for our leaders.  This 
guide gives seven scriptures 
and suggests prayers for daily 
intercession.  Repeat the daily 
prayers each week for one 
month.  Pray for your pastor 
daily and select a church lead-
er, staff person or other leader 
each day to pray for. 

Day One seems particularly 
appropriate:  

Pray: King Jesus, help our 
pastors and the other leaders of 
our church to be victorious in 
the struggles of ministry. Help 
me and others in our church to 

pray for them. May they be 
rescued from unbelievers that 
might resent them and may 
their ministries and service be 
acceptable to the members of 
our church so they may have 
joy and be refreshed.  

We will provide reprints of 
the prayer pamphlet and ask 
you to continue with your 
prayers for our pastors and 
other leaders for the month of 
April. 

Keep those prayers coming, 
folks! 

Gene 

ward off the enemy assault, 
church leaders depend on the 
prayers of their people to pro-
tect them from the “flaming 
arrows” of the evil one 
(Ephesians 6:16).  The Apostle 
Paul pled with Christians to 
pray for him (Romans 15:30; 
Ephesians 6:19; Colossians 
4:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 
Thessalonians 3:1; Hebrews 
13:18). 

Prayer for your leaders is as 
important as food is for your 
body.  Each time you eat a 
meal, pause to thank God for 
the food and pray for your 
leaders.   

(Continued from page 1) 

As Armourbearers, 
we can stand in 
prayer for the  

protection of our 
pastors and leaders. 

Youth and adults from Cornerstone pitched in for a 
workday at the Katy ServeFest on Saturday, March 5.  
They helped get the YMCA Camp Cinco ready for this 

summer’s programs.  Willing workers included 
members of the Kutzer, Magee, Sanger, and 
Tucker families. 

HELPING WITH SERVEFEST 



PAGE 8 VOLUME 11 , ISSUE 4 

clining giving, as Jonathan 
explained in our budget 
presentation.  You can see the 
details of our budgeted mis-
sion support in the 2016 
budget proposal given to you 
as part of the Annual Financial 
Report distributed in January.   

We have in the past given 
most of our missions support 
from the General Fund and 
part from the surplus cash 
which we enjoyed for the past 
several years.  The gifts from 
surplus cash were for such 
causes where we were not 
making a long-term commit-
ment and could easily back off 
from giving in case we had to. 

Focus on 10-40 window 
Each EPC presbytery has cho-
sen a particular area of the 
world to focus missions sup-
port in the “10-40 window,” 
the latitudes between which 
we find a large concentration 
of Muslims around the world.  
Our Gulf South Presbytery 
has focused on Lebanon, and 
Cornerstone supports two 
families there.  

We will be stopping our sup-
port of the Kims and the 
Scotts after this year because 
their mission objectives are 
not the same as ours any-
more. 

Praying is a key 
We are planning a special 
prayer service for our mis-
sions work on Sunday, April 
24.  See Debi Barrett’s article  
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Closer to home... 
The Neighbors of Memorial 
Parkway (NoMP) team is 
working on some strategic 
steps to reach out to our 
neighborhood as part of our 
evangelism effort.  You may 
know that the Neighborhood 
Kidz Club Bible study that we 
hold in the spring and fall at 
the Gallery Apartment com-
plex near us (formerly The 
Fountains) is part our out-
reach to the community.  
Also, we hope to have some 
progress this year on spread-
ing the Gospel throughout 
Katy through our Christ To-
gether effort. 

We feel especially fortunate 
to be able to have the impact 
that we have on our world for 
a church of rather small size.  
Thank you, Lord. 

 

 

BY GENE COVER 

As a reminder, the purpose of 
Cornerstone’s Extending 
Grace ministry is “To provide 
ministry opportunities for 
Cornerstone Church to ex-
tend God’s grace and mercy 
to the local community and 
world.”   

Giving our “tithe” 
The year 2015 was an inter-
esting year in that we were 
able to give a near record 
amount to missions: over 
$57,000 to foreign and local 
missionaries and local chari-
ties.  The year 2014 saw our 
record amount of over 
$60,000 to missions.  The 
missions giving in 2015 was 
14.6% of the total gifts to 
Cornerstone and 15.0% of 
the budget which was our 
goal for the year.  God has 
richly blessed us with the 
resources to advance His 
kingdom. 

In general, we feel that we 
should give at least 10% of 
our total income to fund mis-
sions work as Cornerstone’s 
“tithe” for kingdom work.  
For 2016 we have budgeted 
$46,000 toward missions 
support, which is 13.1% of 
our budget this year, a reduc-
tion in light of what we ex-
pect might be a year of de-

EXTENDING GRACE INCLUDES MINISTRY BOTH  

HERE AND ABROAD 

is not to be confused 
with pantheism, which under-
stands God to be the world.  

For most panentheists, God is 
intimately connected to the 
world and yet remains greater 

(Continued from page 6) than the world. In this view, 
events and changes in the uni-
verse affect and change God, 
and he is therefore a temporal 
being. As the universe grows, 
God learns as he increases in 
knowledge and being.  

Panentheism has been associat-
ed with process theology and 
aspects of open theism, includ-
ing theologians such as Paul 
Tillich, Wolfhart Pannen-
berg, Jurgen Moltmann,Robert 
Jenson, and possibly Karl Rah-
ner. 

“IN GENERAL , WE 

FEEL THAT WE 

SHOULD GIVE AT 

LEAST 10% OF 

OUR TOTAL IN-

COME TO FUND 

MISSIONS WORK AS 

CORNERSTONE ’S 

‘TITHE ’ FOR KING-

DOM WORK . ”   

Our Extending Grace 
team helps support chari-
ties in our community as 

well as missionaries 
around the world. 
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BEING  

NEIGHBORS 

groups to use and become 
better neighbors to the people 
who live next door, across the 
street, and behind you. 

As we get further along in the 
series I hope and pray that we 
begin to have stories to share 
of new and developing rela-
tionships with neighbors. Will 
you join me in praying for our 
neighbors? 

Carter 

(Continued from page 1) 

sure to write clearly and in-
clude your FULL name. To 
encourage our kids to read 
the Frontlines newsletter, win-
ners must ask Mrs. Kutzer for 
their prize.   

  Parents’ Night Out:  
The next PNO is scheduled 
for Friday, May 13 at 6:00 
p.m..  Be on the lookout for 
future announcements. 

 And the winner is…
The winner March’s Jolly 
Rancher Game is Maeghan 
Gourly!  Her guess of 63 was 
the closest to the actual num-
ber of candies in the jar (70).  
Congratulations, Miss 
Maeghan!  She will receive a 
Chick-fil-A coupon and all the 
candy in the jar.  Be sure to 
submit your guess for April’s 
Mint Candy Game…and be 

CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY 

HIGHLIGHTS 

“THIRTY -FIVE 

YEARS LATER , AS 

I REFLECT BACK 

ON THAT TIME 

I WONDER 

WHAT WOULD I 

TELL THAT 

CHILD WHO 

WAS GOING 

THROUGH 

THAT ORDEAL . ”   

Parents may spend 
year battling before 
deciding the end a 

marriage. 

We want to be better 
neighbors to those who 
live and work around 

our church. 

to make sense of the reality 
that had been thrust onto him.  
That scared child needed to 
know that devotion to God is 
the foundation to building 
relationships.  He needed a 
relationship that would not 
falter and give him a confi-
dence in himself.  He needed 
to look for a community 
where he belonged.  Within 
that community he would 
need to look for an opportuni-
ty to be discipled.   Finally, I 
would pray that boy would 
come to the realization that he 
will need to surrender his will 
to God and realize that salva-
tion is free.  For in doing so he 
will experience the peace that 
he has been craving since that 
night over 30 years ago. 

 

Emery, Robert F. The Truth 
about Children and Divorce. 
(http://www.emeryondivorce.com/
how_divorce_affects_children.php) 

Arkowitz, Hal, and Scott O. Li-
lienfeld. “Is Divorce Bad for Chil-
dren?” (March 1, 2013) 

As you can see, two different 
philosophies on how divorce 
impacts children occur.  From 
my personal experience, each 
individual must decide which 
philosophy he embraces.    

My parents fought for several 
years leading up to that night 
when they announced they 
were getting divorced.  I was 
uncomfortable being at home 
and looked for any way to get 
away.  Despite my parents’ 
problems, my mom was very 
involved with our neighbor-
hood church.  The church had 
a dynamic youth program, and 
I saw that as my opportunity.  
I committed to any activity 
that the church had to offer.  
My knowledge of what the 
Bible said about divorce grew.  
I learned that God hates di-
vorce from Malachi 2:16.  
“What God has joined togeth-
er, let man not separate,” from 
Matthew 19:6.   

Then why did my parents get a 
divorce?  Resentment began to 

(Continued from page 4) 

DIVORCE: TWO OPINIONS 

build in my heart.  I loved my 
parents but wanted to believe 
in what the Bible stated.  I had 
no one to talk with to express 
the emotions that I felt.  I sec-
ond-guessed relationships of 
any kind and asked myself, 
“Why do I need to invest my 
heart in someone else if noth-
ing lasts forever?”    When my 
parents separated, my brothers 
and I lived with our mom until 
we left the house.  Living with 
one parent is not always a 
good thing.  I started to see 
the imperfections of my moth-
er and began to remind her of 
those daily.  Divorce impacted 
me in more ways than I under-
stand.   

Thirty -five years later, as I 
reflect back on that time I 
wonder what would I tell that 
child who was going through 
that ordeal.  I would want to 
encourage him and reinforce 
that God has plans for you as 
stated in Jeremiah 29:11.  
That confused boy needed 
someone to talk to about his 
feelings and help him in trying 



ing Lebanon.  
We will then 
spend time 
lifting up each of our local 
missions, state-side missions, 
and world missions.   

What a joyful experience as a 
spiritual family to raise our 
praises and thanks and peti-
tions to our Lord on behalf of 
those who are following their 
call in service. It's a privilege 
and honor.  

We will end with a dessert 
fellowship.  

BY DEBI BARRETT 
Please plan on attending Cor-
nerstone's Missions Prayer 
Service to be held Sunday 
evening, April 24, at 6:15 
p.m.  This is an opportunity 
for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ to join in prayer for the 
missions and missionaries we 
currently support.   

We will begin with worship-
ping through music by singing 
hymns, and then present a 
two short videos on Syrian 
Refugees and our missionaries  
who are living and minister-

MISSIONS PRAYER 

SERVICE 

1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
 

(281) 579-1080 

info@cornerstonekaty.org 

 
On the Web @ 

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

 
 

Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

tend the next 2:42 Lunch.  
It is scheduled for Sunday, 
May 1, and the theme is 
Volunteer Appreciation.  
Plan on good food and 
great fun!! 

By Carol Kutzer 

Hopefully ALL of our vol-
unteers (not just Chil-
dren’s Ministry volun-
teers) will be able to at-

MAY 2:42 LUNCH WILL  

SALUTE VOLUNTEERS 

Join us at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Education Building Den, 
whether you have read the 
book or not.  There will 
be refreshments, too.   

Copies of the book are 
available for loan.  See 
Carol Kutzer to borrow 
one, 

The Women’s Central 
Perk on Friday, April 15, 
will be a Book Chat on 
Dee Oliver’s book, The 
Undertaker’s Wife.  Subti-
tled “A true story of love, 
loss, and laughter in the 
unlikeliest of places”, it 
promises to spark good 
conversation. 

On Saturday, April 30 at 9:00 a.m., we will host a two 
hour course on CPR, First Aid and AED training.  
This course is required for our childcare workers, and we are 
extending it to our volunteers.  If you have teenagers who 
babysit, they would definitely benefit from taking this course.  
Cost is $35 per person, and the certification is good for two 
years.  Contact the Church Office to register. 


