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Here’s how you can help.  

One, commit to praying 
regularly for the men of 
Cornerstone.  Pray that we 
will commit ourselves to 
the means of grace that God 
has ordained (the Word, 
sacraments, prayer in the 
context of the church com-
munity – see Acts 2:42). 
Pray that we will be “iron 
sharpening iron” to each 
other by committing to 
mentoring.  

Two, commit to mentor-
ing.  Paul and Timothy pro-
vide us with an excellent 
model for this.  Do you 
have a Paul in your life? 
Have you sought out a Tim-
othy?  If not, ask yourself 

(Continued on page 5) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

According to statistics, did 
you know that for every ten 
men in the church: 

 Nine will have children 
who leave the church. 

 Eight will not find their 
jobs satisfying.  

 Six will pay the monthly 
minimum on their credit 
card bills.  

 Five will have a major 
problem with pornogra-
phy.  

 Four will get divorced—
affecting one million chil-
dren each year.  

 Only one will have a bib-
lical worldview.  

 All ten will struggle to 
balance work and family. 

Not a pretty set of statistics 
to face.  And it gets worse 
as you consider the down-
stream impact to our socie-
ty and future generations. 
As much as the government 
might establish social pro-
grams to try and address the 
symptoms, it cannot cure 
the problem.  The root of 
the problem lies in the 
hearts of men.  Sin. 

Only the gospel can break 
the power of sin, and that 
happens through disciple-
ship.  So how do we reverse 
the trends of the above sta-
tistics?  We step up our 
game in men’s discipleship. 
How do we do that? 

MEN AND DISCIPLESHIP 

ARE YOU WISE OR FOOLISH? 

Wisdom will be a theme for 
Cornerstone ladies this fall.  
Evelyn Saugier will be 
speaking at the Fall Kick-
Off on Friday, September 
16, on "The Way of Fool-
ishness or the Way of Wis-
dom...some life lessons 
from an older woman." 

She says, “It is said that 
‘experience is the best 
teacher’, but perhaps God 

has provided us with an 
alternative to this maxim. 
Let's talk together about 
some common pathways of 
the fool, to see if, by God's 
grace, we might avoid walk-
ing in some of them!” 

We will have a time of fel-
lowship in the Sanctuary 
beginning at 7:00 p.m.  
Following Evelyn’s talk, 
you will get to hear about 

some of the other exciting 
things planned for women 
this fall—two Bible studies 
(an evening study is being 
added), Heart-to-Heart, 
upcoming Women’s Cen-
tral Perk evenings, … 

Read more about the 
planned studies on page 5 in 
this newsletter, and don’t 
miss this great evening with 
your sisters in Christ! 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 Holiday schedule:       
The church office will be 
closed on Monday,   
September 5, in honor of 
Labor Day. 

 Dates have been set for 
the next Heart-to-Heart 
session.  Orientation 
Coffee will be Sunday, 
October 16. 

 Look for news from Bridg-
es International in next 
month’s newsletter. 
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BY GENE COVER 

 The Elders and Deacons 
discussed Chapters 7 and 8 
of Jeramie Rinne’s book 
Church Elders this month.  
Nathan Cotton led the dis-
cussion on “Model Maturi-
ty.”  Imitation is a means by 
which we grow in our 
Christian walk.  An elder’s 
being gives credibility to his 
doing.  An elder’s life can 
further the reputation of 
the Gospel or detract from 
it.  Elders point beyond 
themselves to Christ 
through humility.   
 

Carter summarized “Plead 
for the Flock.”  There are 
numerous examples of Je-
sus praying for the flock.   
Praying doesn’t look to the 

outside world as being very 
productive, but praying is 
very important.  We should 
practice prayer in public, as 
presbyters (together as El-
ders), personally and pri-
vately.  In conclusion, we 
are to shepherd well be-
cause there is an account to 
be given and a crown to be 
gained. 

 

 Matt Morgan met with the 
Session in order to explain 
his desire to either enter 
the mission field as a church 
planter or fill a pulpit in 
some capacity.  We prayed 
that God would make clear 
His will for his ministry. 

 

 Sam Downing gave us an 
update on his gathering of 
information regarding nec-
essary steps to start our lay 
counseling ministry.  There 
seem to be two very differ-
ent attitudes among insur-
ance companies regarding 
rules for obtaining malprac-
tice liability insurance cov-
erage.  Sam will attend a 

conference in Dallas in Sep-
tember to hopefully gather 
more information. 

 

 Sharon Peterson and Todd 
Elgie will be sharing re-
sponsibilities for the up-
coming garage sale in Octo-
ber.  Stay tuned for more 
on this. 

 

 Another air conditioning 
unit in the gym has failed 
and needs to be completely 
replaced.  Replacement 
parts for the older units 
using R-22 refrigerant are 
no longer available. 

 

 See pages 3 and 4 in this 
newsletter for announce-
ments about the fall line up 
for Sunday school classes.  
There is something for just 
about everybody, and if you 
don’t attend a class, you’ll 
be missing something. 

 Please continue in prayer 
for your leaders and our 
church families.  

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
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“IMITATION IS 

A MEANS BY 

WHICH WE 

GROW IN OUR 

CHRISTIAN 

WALK . ”   

FAREWELL TO ARC 

While they were here, the 
Arc campers got to enjoy 
crafts, games, some lunch-
es, Christmas in July, and 
Easter in August, provided 
by church volunteers. 

Many of the campers and 
staff also joined us for 
worship and our 2:42 
lunch on Sunday, August 
7. 

With the end of summer, 
the Arc of Katy has re-
turned to the YMCA.  
Thank you so much to all 
the volunteers who helped 
make their stay in our gym 
a pleasant experience.  
They are always so appre-
ciative of the warm wel-
come they receive from 
Cornerstone! 

The Arc campers treated us to a special song during worship. 

During “Easter in August”, the campers prepared sets of 
Resurrection Eggs to take home and retell the Easter story. 
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BY JONATHAN TUCKER 

There are many denomina-
tions, divisions and theologi-
cal disputes in the modern 
church.  But despite these 
types of disunity, there is a 
common core of belief that all 
faithful Christians have af-
firmed throughout histo-
ry.  And for almost two mil-

lennia, this core of belief has 
been summarized in the 
Apostles' Creed.   

This series explains the histo-
ry and use of the Apostles' 
Creed, as well as the details 
and significance of each of its 
articles of faith. (source: 
Third Millennium Ministries 
course description). 

The course will be led by a 
team of teachers each leading 
discussion on an area of the 
creed.  Course background 
materials can be viewed or 
downloaded at Third Millen-
nium Ministries website 

(www.thirdmil.org).  

Join us this fall as we study 
this important historic creed.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS FALL 

“ . . .THERE IS A 

COMMON CORE 

OF BELIEF THAT 

ALL FAITHFUL 

CHRISTIANS 

HAVE AFFIRMED 

THROUGHOUT 

HISTORY . ”  

belong to Christ.  Do I have 
two wedding rings?  Do I play 
for two opposing sports 
teams?  Can I be both a vege-
tarian and a meat eater?  Of 
course not, certain things are 
mutually exclusive.   

James relays to us that the 
same is true of our minds, we 
cannot be double minded, 
pursuing both God and anoth-

er love.  James introduces the 
theme of double mindedness 
right at the beginning of his 
letter, and in this he shows us 
how this works out in the 
most practical aspects of our 
everyday lives, such as anger, 
taming our tongue, doing 
good works, building our 
personal brand, prayer, favor-
itism and the trials of life. 

BY KENT SAUGIER 

In a class led by Kent Saugier 
this fall, adult Sunday school 
looks at James for 12 weeks, 
September 18 – December 
11.   

According to James, being 
double minded is a problem.  
One cannot live with the 
mind of Christ and the mind 
of Man and suppose that we 

THE LETTER OF JAMES 

There will be two choices for adults during Sunday School this fall.  Their descriptions follow.   
All Sunday School classes will begin the week following Labor Day, September 11. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Students will then choose the 
best way to communicate 
how this need can be ad-
dressed by putting together 
an appropriate media product 
targeting Christian and Non- 
Christian teens living in Katy.  

The goal of this process is to 
introduce theological and 
Biblical concepts to the stu-
dents, in the very specific 
areas they are already very 
interested and engaged with 
in Katy culture.  We are try-
ing to find the sweet spot 

between what they need to 
know about the Gospel; how 
that applies to the life of a 
teenager living in Katy by 
means of giving them a real 
life cultural issue in Katy, 
Texas, to solve.   

Leaders are Nathan and Alisa 
Cotton, and Todd Glover 

 

Todd Glover is leading the 
junior high group again this 
year.  He is using the “So 
What” curriculum. 

BY NATHAN COTTON 

The high school students at 
Cornerstone will participate 
in a project-based Sunday 
School class this year.  Under 
the facilitating efforts of Na-
than and Alisa Cotton, the 
students will choose an area 
of Katy, Texas, culture that 
they want to address with the 
Gospel.  Students will then 
form a driving question that 
will guide their researching of 
that particular area of Katy 
culture, under the guidance 
of the facilitators.   

YOUTH CLASS WILL HAVE PROJECT-BASED STUDY 

There will be two choices 
for adults during the Sun-
day School hour this fall. 

Cornerstone teens will 
formulate questions to help 

relate the gospel to the 
culture around them. 
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“I AM VERY 

GRATEFUL FOR 

THE 

OPPORTUNITY 

TO INVEST IN 

OUR COVENANT 

CHILDREN AND 

SEE THEM LEARN 

AND GROW . ” 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS FALL 
(Sunday morning classes resume September 11) 

riculum from New Growth 
Press.  This six-year curricu-
lum is based on the Gospel 
Storybook Bible by Marty 
Machowski.  It is designed to 
take students through the 
entire Bible twice between 
preschool and fifth grade.   

The best part of the curricu-
lum?  It teaches students that 
the Bible is one big story and 
to see Jesus everywhere in the 
Bible.  Another great benefit 
is that each grade level will 
focus on the same Bible lesson 
each week – but taught at 
three different grade levels.  
This will be very helpful for 
our families with children in 
multiple grade levels.  

 With the youngest group, 
the PK-K class, we are 
looking to familiarize the 
children with the Bible sto-
ries and help them see 
God’s big plan of salvation 
in the Bible. 

 The next level, 1st and 2nd 

Graders, takes a more de-
tailed look at how each of 
the Bible stories connect to 
the gospel and to God’s 
larger plan of redemption. 

 With the 3rd – 5th Graders, 
we review the same basic 
instruction but incorporate 
activities designed to chal-
lenge the older child’s de-
veloping mind, encouraging 
them to search the Bible 
text and analyze Scripture 
for themselves. 

 

 

A Few New Teachers:  Half 
of our team of teachers will 
be new this year.  A few of 
them are men – what a bless-
ing! Our teachers are: 

 PK-K:  Lauren Pechacek 
and Karon McMahan 

 1st and 2nd Graders:  Pra-
deep Benjamin and Rhonda 
Sanger  

 3rd – 5th Graders:  Drew 
Itchon and May Gourlay 

What’s the Same this Year?  
It has become a tradition here 
at Cornerstone to start our 
Sunday mornings off at 9:00 
a.m. with the family all to-
gether for prayer, reciting the 
Catechism Chant, and re-
viewing Scripture memory.  
We try to keep this brief and 
finish in time for everyone to 
be dismissed to their classes 
by 9:15.  (For a list of adult 
classes, see elsewhere in this 
newsletter.) 

Our goal is to make it 
through the entire Catechism 
Chant this year.  We have lots 
of resources to help the new-
er families accomplish this.  
Our scripture memory will 
be taken from Seeds of Worship 
Volume 9: The Journey.  We 
have enjoyed the Seeds of 
Worship CDs for several 
years.  They put scripture to 
music – which always helps 
with memorization – but they 
do it with music that is fun for 
the whole family. 

Come join the fun!  Come 
build community!  Come be 
part of the family! 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

The start-up of Sunday morn-
ing classes this year is slightly 
bitter-sweet for me.  I will 
miss the Jorgensen, Soden, 
and Furieri families as they 
have been called to other 
places.  I am grateful for the 
years we had with each of 
these families, and I know the 
Lord will use them to bless 
other areas of His kingdom.  I 
choose, instead to focus on 
the newer faces around Cor-
nerstone.  I am looking for-
ward to getting to know the 
Dahlinger family and antici-
pate more time spent with the 
Glover, Lacy, and Morgan 
families.  And I am hopeful 
the Lord will continue to 
send more families to Corner-
stone.  I am very grateful for 
the opportunity to invest in 
our covenant children and see 
them learn and grow. 

What’s New?  There are a 
few exciting changes this 
year.  First, we are beginning 
a new curriculum.  We are 
using the Gospel Story Cur-

Sunday School curriculum 
for children will be geared 

to three different age 
groups. 
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BY BEVERLY TUCKER 
 

The Cornerstone Women's 
Bible Study will meet on 
Thursdays this year, with 
both a morning and evening 
option.  Both studies will 
begin on Thursday, Septem-
ber 22. 

The morning study will 
meet each Thursday from 
9:15-11:30 a.m. in the sanc-
tuary, and we will be study-
ing End of an Era, The Rise 
and Fall of Solomon, by John 
MacArthur.  

“End of an Era takes an in-depth 
look at the historical period be-
ginning with Solomon’s ascent to 
the throne and continuing 

through his tragic end.  Studies 
focus largely on discovering the 
vital importance of wisdom, with 
close-up portraits of the wise 
woman, the foolish sluggard, and 
others.” 
 

Childcare is available for 
all ages for both morning 
and evening studies.  We 
are also developing a plan so 
that mothers of homeschool 
children can attend the morn-
ing study.  The school-aged 
children will have a place to 
work on assignments in a 
structured environment and 
will participate in other 
planned activities.  
 

Please ask Beverly Tucker or 
Evelyn Saugier if you have 

questions about the morning 
study.  Beverly will be order-
ing the books and have them 
available for the first meeting. 
 
The evening study will be 
meeting on Thursdays from 
7:00-9:00 p.m.in the Fellow-
ship Hall Den.  This group 
will be reading and discussing 
the book, The Secret 
Thoughts of an Unlikely Con-
vert: an English Professor's 
Journey into the Christian 
Faith, by Rosaria Butterfield.  
The book is available on Ama-
zon in both Kindle and paper-
back versions for $8 to $10 
respectively. Contact Lauren 
Pechacek for more infor-
mation. 

WOMEN ’S FALL BIBLE STUDY 

CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

count.  Congratulations, 
Ms. Ann!  She will re-
ceive a Chick-fil-A cou-
pon and all the Twix and 
Milky Way candies from 
the jar.  Be sure to sub-
mit your guess for Sep-
tember’s Dubble Bubble 
Game…and be sure to 
write clearly and include 
your FULL name. To 
encourage our kids to 
read the Frontlines news-

letter, winners must ask 
Mrs. Kutzer for their 
prize.   

 Unclaimed candy:  
Last month’s winner 
never claimed their can-
dy.  So I gave it to Jack 
Elgie for helping me 
solve our wifi issues at 
the church.  Make sure 
you read the newsletters, 
kiddos! 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

 And the winner is…
The winner of August’s 
Twix Game is Ms. Ann 
Alcorn!  Her guess of 17 
was the closest to the 
actual number of Twixes 
in the jar (without going 
over).  The jar contained 
18 Twix candies (& a few 
bitesize Milky Ways to 
through off the Twix 

DISCIPLESHIP : WHERE DO YOU FIT? 

reaching out to them as men-
tors.  

Three, examine your own 
life.  Where would you say 
your life is most out of accord 
with the gospel?  Who, in the 
church, might have the life 

experience in that area and a 
willingness to walk with you 
through it? 

Walking with you on the road 
to discipleship, 

Carter 

who God has already brought 
into your life.  Small groups 
are an excellent place to look 
for a mentoring relationship. 
Our teens, too, would benefit 
from the men in the church 

(Continued from page 1) 

Copies of the fall 
Bible Study books are 
available on Amazon 
or can be ordered at 
the registration table 

in September. 

Sam and Mary Downing 
became first-time 

grandparents when 
Shafer Evan Downing  
was born to their son 
Jason and daughter-in 

law-Jessica on August 7. 
Shafer is a big boy, 

weighing 9 lbs 12 oz 
and is 21 1/2" long! 

They are currently liv-
ing in Portland Oregon. 

Congratulations! 
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per bowl, Christmas, or other 
such events as they occur.  
We enjoy Bible study, but we 
also like to have fun!  We've 
been known to have outings 
such as a sunset sailboat ride 
from Kemah and even a 
weekend trip to tour a win-
ery.  We enjoy Bible study 
but we also like to have fun! 

 Robert McMahan 
  
 
 
 

Russell’s Small Group 
Our small group meets on 
Wednesday nights from 6:30 
– 9:00 p.m. at the Russell’s 
house, 20618 Ivory Creek 
Lane.  We start our time to-
gether sharing a meal (usually 
pizza and a salad) and our 
lives (both our joys and our 
concerns) with each other.   
 

We then devote time discuss-
ing our current topic, any-
thing from Sunday’s sermon 
to a Bible study.  We wrap up 
by sharing prayer requests 
and spending time in prayer 

for each other and Corner-
stone.  If you are interested in 
joining us please let me 
know. 
 

 Don Russell 
  
 
 
 

Small Group hosted by Sangers 
When:  
5:00-7:00 p.m. on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of the 
month, beginning Sept. 13. 
 

Where:  
Cornerstone patio                
(or Pastor’s Den in the case  
of inclement weather). 
 

Bring:  
a heavy appetizer to share and 
your favorite beverage. 
 

What do we do? 
Eat together 
Discuss Biblical topics  
  Pray together 
 

 Carter Sanger 
  

 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Small Group at the 
McMahan's 
We normally meet on Sunday 
evening at 5:30 p.m. at the 
McMahan’s home, 20310 
Windsor Trace Lane, and 
have approximately a half 
hour of fellowship and snacks.  
We then get down to busi-
ness. Currently we are study-
ing Ephesians (led by Allen 
White). Then we have a time 
to share prayer requests and 
then pray for those requests. 
We try to end by 7:30 p.m. 
and are usually quite close.  

We are a little bit older 
group, mostly empty-nesters, 
but we welcome anyone that 
wishes to attend.  

We continued meeting 
through the summer some-
what sporadically with vaca-
tions and all, but plan on 
meeting regularly every week 
through the school year 
(unless something comes up 
to prevent it, of course).  

We also set aside the studies 
to have times of fellowship 
for various purposes like Su-

SMALL GROUPS GEAR UP FOR FALL 
Some of our small groups take a recess in the summer but will resume meeting in September.  Here is a recap on when and 
where they meet: 

Various Small Groups will be 
meeting this fall.  Join one!  

It’s a great way to get to 
know folks. 

NEW FORMAT FOR VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP 

ting the workshop into two 
parts and providing childcare. 
Part 1 will be Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6.  Part 2 will be 
Tuesday, September 13. 
 

If you are a current volunteer 
and have not attended a Vol-
unteer Workshop in the past 
three years, or hope to begin 
working with our children or 
youth in the near future, 
please plan to attend this im-

portant event.  We will re-
view our current Child Abuse 
Prevention Policies and Cor-
nerstone policies as they re-
late to our children. 
 

Feel free to bring a brown bag 
dinner, but dessert will be 
provided. To register or for 
more information, please 
contact Carol Kutzer at  
281-579-1080 or  

info@CornerstoneKaty.org. 

Volunteer  

Workshop 

Tuesdays,  

  September 6 & 13 

6:30 – 9:00 pm 
 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

This fall, we’re taking steps 
help make attending our Vol-
unteer Workshop easier for 
our volunteers.  We are split-
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giving”.  Forgiveness is not a 
feeling, but an act of willful 
obedience.  We are to humbly 
submit ourselves to God and 
his Word and not the way we 
feel is right or just regardless 
or what the surrounding cul-
ture says. It is a choice (Mark 
11:25).  

“I can forgive anyone else, but 
God knows I don’t have the 
power to forgive _____”.  The 
issue is not your power but 
God’s power working through 
you to do the hard thing (2 
Peter 1:3). 

“Forgiveness doesn’t seem 
fair”.  Forgiveness is not about 
fairness but submission and 
obedience.  God knows how 
to deal with each person fairly, 
and He will deal with each of 
us in His own way and in His 
own time (Romans 12:19). 
My own wish to have fairness 
and justice accomplished be-
fore me according to my un-
derstanding portrays my sinful 
pride and self-centeredness. 

“I have forgiven _____, but 
he/she keeps doing the same 
thing over and over again”. 
Forgiveness is not about con-
trolling the other person.  You 
cannot control what others do, 
but we can control how we 
respond to what others do.  
We are to respond with for-
giveness no matter how many 
times we are wronged 
(Matthew 18:21-22). 

“I cannot forgive and forget.  I 
keep thinking about being 
hurt”.  When we choose to 
forgive, the offence and the 

offender are not magically 
removed from our memory.  
It’s not a matter of having our 
minds scrubbed clean of the 
incident or of thinking only 
pleasant thoughts.  We need 
our memory to help us learn 
how to trust God with our 
lives and to know how to deal 
with other people.  A part of 
forgiveness is a matter of turn-
ing all our memories over to 
God so that we can treat the 
offender as Christ treats us. 
The exercise of forgiveness 
here is to struggle, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, to fo-
cus on what God wants to do 
with us and not on the hurt we 
have experienced.  

Will the hurt ever go away? 
Maybe yes and maybe no, but 
in almost every case I have 
seen the hurt grow less power-
ful over time.  We are not to 
wallow in the hurt of the past 
but we are to live our present 
and future in the light of God’s 
word (Philippians 3:13-14).  Is 
it a struggle?  Yes!  Is it hard? 
Yes!  Dose it take time?  Yes! 
Must I go through this struggle 
alone?  No!  You have the 
Word of God to guide you, 
the comfort and strength of 
the Holy Spirit, and the help 
and encouragement of the 
Body of Christ (Ephesians 
4:29, 1 Thessalonians 5:11). 

So how do I forgive?  What 
must I do?  What is the pro-
cess?  Well, it certainly is not a 
process.  It is an attitude of the 
heart … an act of submission 
to the will of God over my 

(Continued on page 8) 

BY SAM DOWNING 

The Bible tells us that we are 
to forgive as we have been 
forgiven by God (Matthew 
6:12-15).  It tells us that we 
are to forgive often (Matthew 
18:21-22, Luke 17:3-4).  
There are great examples in 
Scripture of great forgiveness: 
The father in the parable of the 
prodigal son (Matthew 18:23-
25); Joseph’s forgiveness of his 
brothers (Genesis 45:4-11, 
Genesis 50:15-21); Christ’s 
forgiveness of those who cruci-
fied Him (Luke 23:24).   

In the parable of the unmerci-
ful servant (Matthew 18:23-
25) we get a glimpse into the 
heart and character of one who 
does not forgive.  While the 
actions of the unmerciful serv-
ant may have been legally and 
morally correct, we see the 
ugliness and cruelty of his un-
forgiving spirit in light of the 
great debt he himself has been 
forgiven.   

In moments of spiritual clarity 
we must confess, brothers and 
sisters, this is how we tend to 
act more often that we care to 
admit.  But do not despair!  
Our God, the Biblical God, is 
a gracious and forgiving God 
(Nehemiah 9:17-19, Micah 
7:18-19, Psalms 30:5, Psalms 
130:3-4, Romans 8:1-2).  We 
are commanded in Scripture to 
forgive (Mark 11:25, Ephe-
sians 4:32, Matthew 6:9-15, 
Colossians 3:13-14).  So not 
forgiving is disobedience and 
rebellion against God. 

OK, I hear what you are say-
ing, but “I don’t feel like for-

FORGIVENESS IS A DECISION WE MAKE 

Joseph is an outstanding 
example of forgiveness. 

“FORGIVENESS 

IS NOT A 

FEELING , BUT 

AN ACT OF 

WILLFUL OBE-

DIENCE . . . IT IS 

A CHOICE ”   
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me … and I felt betrayed/
hurt/angry/taken ad-
vantage of/cheated …”. 
As a good Biblical example 
look at David in Psalm 35. 

2) Be honest about the 
way you feel.  Emotions 
are God-given to help us 
understand the world, 
others and ourselves.  
Emotions communicate to 
us.  But they require un-
derstanding or they will 
steer us wrong or deceive 
us (more than normal!).   

 But emotions must be felt 
in order to be dealt with 
in a healthy spiritual, emo-
tional, and relational way 
… just like our hurts and 
pains.  If Johnny took my 
desert at lunch and I now 
want to kill him … those 
feelings are way out of 
proportion to the offense. 
However if my spouse has 
just lied to me and I feel 
angry and betrayed … 
know that those feelings 
are normal and propor-
tional to the offense.  I 
have the right to feel those 
feelings and so I should.   

 That does not mean that I 
give myself over to my 
anger but that I can feel 
the anger and know where 
it comes from in order to 
deal with it.  Be cau-
tious here: Some of us 
will experience guilt or 
shame because we have 
angry or negative feelings 
toward the offender.  
Know that such feelings 
are false guilt and shame 
and the subject of another 

article in the future. 

3) Talk about those hurts 
and pains and feelings 
in prayer to God 
(Romans 8:26, Philippians 
4:6-7, Hebrews 4:16, 
James 5:16 

4)  Find a trusted friend 
or pastor/counselor to 
help you get those hurts 
and pains and feelings spo-
ken and discussed and out 
of your head.  Externaliz-
ing your hurts and pains 
and feelings takes away a 
lot of their negative power 
and gives you more power 
over them.  Power that 
you can release to the 
Lord. 

5) Have goal in mind.  
Why are you going 
through this hard process 
of forgiveness? ..To honor 
God? … To live a more 
productive life that is freer 
from stress? … To recon-
cile with the offender? … 
To lessen or eliminate the 
fear and anxiety caused by 
the offense?   

 There are lots of possible 
goals.  Honoring God has 
to be the first and fore-
most goal for the Chris-
tian, because it is com-
manded in Scripture and it 
is the only way we are 
going to truly and Biblical-
ly forgive.  After that, any 
number of positive goal 
can be added. Be cau-
tions here: It is not an 
appropriate goal to punish 
the offender or to get jus-
tice for yourself or to pay 

(Continued on page 9) 

own wishes and desires.  If 
forgiveness does not start 
with that heart attitude then it 
is coming from some other 
place other than God’s will. 
That being said, there are a 
few things that are involved in 
Biblical forgiveness that I can 
share with you.  I will suggest 
these items in no particular 
order.  This list is not a list to 
go down and check off so that 
we can say we have forgiven.  

People are unique.  We each 
approach forgiveness from 
different spiritual, emotional, 
relational places.  The offens-
es we need to forgive are 
unique, and the way we ap-
proach forgiveness will vary. 
However I highly recommend 
that you try to include some, 
if not all, of these actions as 
part of your struggle to for-
give.  

1) Take ownership of the 
hurt and pain that you 
have experienced from 
a friend, or family mem-
ber or colleague.  Hurt 
that is minimized, denied 
or ignored cannot be dealt 
with in a healthy spiritual, 
emotional or relationship 
way. You have to face 
your hurt and deal with it 
head on. You have to look 
it in the face and call it 
what it is.  

Do not excuse or rational-
ize your offender’s ac-
tions.  Name your offend-
er and give your hurt a 
name, “Bill/Betty/Sue/
John … lied to me/
cheated me/manipulated 

(Continued from page 7) 

FORGIVENESS : SOME STEPS TO TAKE 

“HURT THAT IS 

MINIMIZED ,  

DENIED OR  

IGNORED CAN-

NOT BE DEALT 

WITH IN A 

HEALTHY SPIRITU-

AL , EMOTIONAL 

OR RELATIONSHIP 

WAY . ” 

Anger is not always 
wrong, but it should be 

in proportion to the  
offense and must be 

controlled. 
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and praying together, plus a 
discussion of some kind.  We 
would love to welcome 
some new members to our 
group! 

 Gene Cover 

Cover’s Small Group 
The Covers have a really 
small group, since half our 
members have moved away.  
We meet the second and 
fourth Wednesday each 

(Continued from page 6) month at 7:00 p.m., either at 
our home (9215 Spring 
Branch Drive) or Dixie 
Hood’s (6170 Settlers Lake 
Circle E.).  Our format is 
much like other groups’ : 
food, sharing prayer requests 

ership that I had previously 
exercised.  I will confess 
and repent of my sins of 
self sufficiency, lack of 
trust in Christ my Savior, 
and desire for harm to my 
offender.   

 When my backpack is 
empty of those burdens, I 
can continue my journey. 
Be cautious here: For-
giveness is a journey in 
itself.  This process could 
take some time, so be pa-
tient but persistent. Seek 
the help of wise counsel. 

7)  No matter what the 
offender has done, it is 
your mission to show 
them love after forgiv-
ing them.  Look at Paul’s 
instructions to the Corin-
thian church about the man 
living in adultery in 1 Co-
rinthians 5:1-13 and then 
in 2 Corinthians 2:1-17.  
How does God deal with 
us after He forgives us?  
Look at/remember 1 Co-
rinthians 13. 

8) Attempt to build the 
relationship with your 
offender.  Reconciliation 
is the ministry that we 
have all been called to be 

involved (2 Corinthians 
5:18-19).   

We are called to not just 
reconciliation of the fallen 
and broken to the Living 
God but reconciliation 
between people as well. 
However, reconciliation 
takes two people.  If the 
offender refuses reconcilia-
tion we can go no further.  
So we turn the offender 
over to the Lord and seek 
reconciliation at another 
time and place if possible. 

9) Turn your attention 
and your life more to 
serving our Lord Jesus 
Christ now that you have 
been relieved of such a 
ministry-busting burden.  
You now have a less en-
cumbered road on your 
journey to sanctification.  
Run on!! 

As always, if this article has 
raised any issues or questions 
in you, please see Carter, Al-
len White, Nathan Cotton, or 
any member of Session or any 
member of the counseling 
team (Sam Downing, Evelyn 
Saugier, Jeff Magee, or Alisa 
Cotton). 

the offender back or to 
show that you are better 
than the offender or any 
such goal.  Those are just 
narcissistic and sinful and 
are contrary to all that 
Scripture teaches about 
true forgiveness. 

6) Forgive the offender 
his/her offense.  It helps 
me to remember the back-
pack analogy.  In that back-
pack, which I carry my 
entire journey while on 
this earth, are all the hurts 
and pains of offenses 
caused by others (among a 
whole lot of other things in 
my life). When I am sure 
that my motives and atti-
tudes are as appropriate as 
I can understand, realizing 
that they will never be 
perfect, I will open up that 
backpack.  I will take out 
each hurt and pain, one at 
a time, naming each one 
and naming the feeling in 
me that each hurt is calling 
forth, and give them all to 
Christ Jesus my Lord until 
they are all turned over to 
Him.  I will release them 
all to Him and release to 
Him my claim to any own-

(Continued from page 8) 

FORGIVENESS : RECONCILIATION IS THE ULTIMATE 

SMALL GROUPS: A GREAT PLACE FOR GROWTH 

AND FELLOWSHIP 

Small groups meet at 
Cornerstone and at homes 

all around the Katy/
Houston area. 

“WE ARE 

CALLED TO 

NOT JUST REC-

ONCILIATION 

OF THE FALLEN 

AND BROKEN 

TO THE L IVING 

GOD BUT REC-

ONCILIATION 

BETWEEN PEO-

PLE AS WELL . ”  



Hello Friends, 
I'm ecstatic to report that the 
Lord has blessed us with a gigan-
tic, badly needed break. The New 
Braunfels Christian Academy 
(NBCA for short) secondary cam-
pus, an ideal meeting location, 
became available to rent on Sun-
day mornings. Even though there 
are quite a few new church starts 
meeting in bad locations around 
the city, the Lord enabled us to be 
the first to find out about this and 
secure this great spot. 

We've been tucked away in a hard 
to find warehouse district with 
negative curb appeal, but it was 
the only space I could find that was 
available and wasn't $900+ per 
Sunday in rent. NBCA has an at-
tractive campus with tons of park-
ing and is on a major thoroughfare 
in the fastest-growing, wealthiest 
area of the city….  Also, NBCA is 
going to let us put a big banner for 
the church on their fence-line by 
the highway so we'll benefit from 
24/7 advertising…. 
 

The principal of NBCA said he'd 
like for us to be on campus when-
ever we like throughout the week, 
building relationships with the 
students and families, for there 
definitely are those who do not 
have church homes and need 
Christ. We will certainly take ad-
vantage of this and be looking for 
ways to get to know the students, 
faculty, and families and to bless 
them….  

 

We move to NBCA the first Sun-
day of August, at which time our 
rent will rise from $200 per week 
to $450, which is still very inex-
pensive compared to other loca-
tions. For the most part we've 
been making ends meet, barely, 
but this will hit our reserves hard. 
With less than two month's worth 
of operating expenses in reserve, 
the race is on to see if we can grow 
fast enough to offset the increase in 
rent, but this is an opportunity we 
absolutely have to pursue, so 
please pray for God's provision…. 
 

Fundraising and cold calling – it 
hasn't exactly been a fun few 
weeks to put it mildly, but we're 
so close to being in a great position 
I can taste it and that gives extra 
motivation to push even harder to 
try to get there faster…. 
 
Blessings and best wishes, 

Brett Becker 

GOOD NEWS FROM QUEST CHURCH 
Below are excerpts from Bret Becker’s latest report on his church plant in  
New Braunfels, Texas.  Cornerstone is helping support this effort.  
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We were sad to say “good-
bye” to the Furieri family in 
August, as they moved from 
Katy to Jackson, Mississippi, 
where Italo will be preparing 
to be a pastor at Reformed 

Theological Seminary.   

...there is a possibility of an internship at a PCA church.  We visited an EPC 
church, and I will also try to set up an informal meeting with Marty Fields, who is 
the pastor there.  There is only one other EPC church in the area which we plan to 
visit soon.   
 

Please keep us in your prayers.  When we consider the numerous things we have 
already accomplished and the challenges still ahead, we know for sure that grace 
is what we have and grace is what we will need.  We keep moving on through faith. 

Blessings, Italo 

Thanks to everyone who turned out  to help the Furieri family pack and load their truck, 
took care of the children, provided a meal, or otherwise showed them the love of their 
church family as they prepared to leave Katy!   The Furieris arrived in Jackson, Mississippi, 
last week and immediately found a crew of other students waiting to help them unload.  
They were moved in late that evening.  Italo attended orientation on Tuesday and is signed 
up for his first five courses at RTS. 
 

 Below is from a note that Italo sent.  He has promised to send quarterly updates, too, so we 
will look forward to keeping in touch. 

The Furieris were sent off with prayer during the  
worship service on August 14. 

FURIERIS ARE OFF TO JACKSON 



1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
 

(281) 579-1080 

info@cornerstonekaty.org 
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Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

COOL DOWN 

LABOR DAY 

SUNDAY WITH 

ICE CREAM! 

We will officially end the 
summer this year with an old 
fashioned Ice Cream Social 
on Sunday evening, Septem-
ber 4!  Come and chill out 
on the patio, beginning at 
6:00 p.m. 

There will be plenty of ice 
cream and toppings, and 
some fun things  
for the kids  
to do, too.   
See you then! 

 Church family’s whole-
ness/restoration, spiritual 
growth and maturity, reju-
venation, and unity of 
faith. 

 Our pastors’ and leaders’ 
love for Jesus and His glo-
ry, unity, wisdom, clarity, 
preservation and increased 
strength through the trials 
of the evil one. 

 The many different minis-
tries of Cornerstone and 
their fruitfulness. 

 God’s glory to be the out-
come of all our efforts. 

Please join in these prayers! 

A group of Cornerstone 
ladies met on Thursday, Au-
gust 18, for a time of dedi-
cated prayer.  It was a sweet 
and refreshing time!  Here 
are some of the things we 
prayed for: 

 Our individual and family 
needs as the new school 
year approaches.  Financial 
burdens, life changes, un-
certainty, broken relation-
ship, etc. 

 Personal holiness and 
humble hearts.  That we 
would delight in Jesus. 

 Cornerstone’s fruitfulness 
and growth in the Great 
Commission, bringing the 
Gospel to our families, 
neighbors, and the city of 
Katy powerfully and effec-
tively. 

 Family wholeness/
restoration, unity, conver-
sion, provision, and wis-
dom. 

LADIES MEET FOR PRAYER 

Our church and its 
families were topics 
for prayer at the La-
dies’ Prayer Night. 


