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What happens 
now?

Isaiah’s Day

Ahaz



• Lofty

• Lowly

• Doomed

• Defended

• Blind

• Bright

Tale of Two Cities



Isaiah 24:1 

Behold, the Lord will empty 
the earth and make it desolate, 
and he will twist its surface 
and scatter its inhabitants…

Doomed City



Isaiah 26:1  

In that day this song will be 
sung in the land of Judah:  
“We have a strong city; he sets 
up salvation as walls and 
bulwarks. 

Defended City



With which city do 
you identify?

City of man

City of God



Isaiah 24:2   

Open the gates, that the righteous 
nation that keeps faith may enter in. 



 3  You keep him in perfect peace  
whose mind is stayed on you,  
because he trusts in you.  
 4  Trust in the Lord forever,  
for the Lord God is an everlasting 
rock. 

Faith = God is your defender.

=> Shalom 
(Peace of mind and heart)



“Come, let us build 
ourselves a city and a 
tower with its top in 
the heavens, and let 
us make a name for 
ourselves…” 

(Ge 11:4)

Lofty City => STRENGTH



 The earth lies defiled under its 
inhabitants; for they have transgressed the 
laws, violated the statutes, broken the 
everlasting covenant.  

  Therefore a curse devours the earth,  
and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt; 
therefore the inhabitants of the earth are 
scorched, and few men are left.  

(Is 24:5-6)

has only the appearance of
Lofty City => STRENGTH



On this mountain the Lord of hosts will 
make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 
feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of 
marrow, of aged wine well refined.  
  And he will swallow up on this 
mountain the covering that is cast over all 
peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations.

Lowly City => WEAKNESS

has only the appearance of



  He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from all faces, and the reproach of his 
people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the Lord has spoken.  
(Isaiah 25:6-8)

Lowly City => WEAKNESS

has only the appearance of



If favor is shown to the wicked,  
he does not learn righteousness;  
  in the land of uprightness he 
deals corruptly and does not see 
the majesty of the Lord. 

Isaiah 26:10

Blind City



Bright City

For when your judgments are in the 
earth, the inhabitants of the world 
learn righteousness.  

Isaiah 26:10



Bright City
 “You are the light of the world. A city 
set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 
people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works  
and give glory to your Father  
who is in heaven.  

(Mt 5:14-16)



City of man

City of God

• plundered!

• fed!



With which city do 
you identify?

City of man

City of God


