
Mentors Encourage
Barnabas: Selections from Acts



Acts 4:32-37 
32 Now the full number of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul, and no one said 
that any of the things that belonged to him 
was his own, but they had everything in 
common. 33 And with great power the 
apostles were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all.



34 There was not a needy person among them, 
for as many as were owners of lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds 
of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 
need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by 
the apostles Barnabas (which means son of 
encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 
37 sold a field that belonged to him and 
brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet. 



Acts 9:26-28 
26 And when [Saul] had come to Jerusalem, he 
attempted to join the disciples. And they 
were all afraid of him, for they did not believe 
that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took 
him and brought him to the apostles and 
declared to them how on the road he had 
seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at 
Damascus he had preached boldly in the 
name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among 
them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the 
name of the Lord.



Acts 11:19-26, 29-30, 12:25 
19 Now those who were scattered because of 
the persecution that arose over Stephen 
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and 
Antioch, speaking the word to no one except 
Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to 
Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, 
preaching the Lord Jesus.



21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, 
and a great number who believed turned to 
the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the 
ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 
Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and 
saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he 
exhorted them all to remain faithful to the 
Lord with steadfast purpose,



24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy 
Spirit and of faith. And a great many people 
were added to the Lord. 25 So Barnabas went 
to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had 
found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a 
whole year they met with the church and 
taught a great many people…



29 So the disciples determined, every one 
according to his ability, to send relief to the 
brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so, 
sending it to the elders by the hand of 
Barnabas and Saul…  
12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from 
Jerusalem when they had completed their 
service, bringing with them John, whose 
other name was Mark.



Mentors shape the world.





• A mentor is someone who 
pours his life into others. 

• You are called to be a mentor 
(disciple making)



these words that I command you today shall 
be on your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and when 
you walk by the way, and when you lie 
down, and when you rise. (Dt 6:6-7)

Parents are called to mentor



what you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to 
faithful men, who will be able to teach 
others also. (2 Ti 2:2)

Men are called to mentor



Older women… are to teach what is 
good, and so train the young women… 
(Tt 2:3–4)

Women are called to mentor



Who will you mentor?



Mentors shape the world.

Barnabas

• Saul (Paul) 
• Mark



• has a heart for the kingdom 

• has a heart for the King’s people 

• has a heart for the King

A mentor…



A Heart for the Kingdom

32 Now the full number of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul, and no one said 
that any of the things that belonged to him 
was his own, but they had everything in 
common. 33 And with great power the apostles 
were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all.



34 There was not a needy person among them, 
for as many as were owners of lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what 
was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and 
it was distributed to each as any had need. 
36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the 
apostles Barnabas (which means son of 
encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 
37 sold a field that belonged to him and 
brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet. 



5:1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife 
Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with 
his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself 
some of the proceeds and brought only a part 
of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet.



Does your heart bleed for the 
kingdom of God? 

The heart of a mentor is for 
the kingdom above his own.



He has a heart for the King’s people

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 
any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem.



11 Rise and go to the street called Straight, and 
at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he 
has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come 
in and lay his hands on him so that he might 
regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, 
I have heard from many about this man, how 
much evil he has done to your saints at 
Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from 
the chief priests to bind all who call on your 
name.”



And when he had come to Jerusalem, he 
attempted to join the disciples. And they were 
all afraid of him, for they did not believe that 
he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and 
brought him to the apostles and declared to 
them how on the road he had seen the Lord, 
who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he 
had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. So 
he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, 
preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.



15:37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them 
John called Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not 
to take with them one who had withdrawn 
from them in Pamphylia and had not gone 
with them to the work. 39 And there arose a 
sharp disagreement, so that they separated 
from each other. Barnabas took Mark with 
him and sailed away to Cyprus…



The heart of the mentor is for 
the king’s people, even at the 

cost of his own reputation.



He has a heart for the King

6 When they had gone through the whole 
island as far as Paphos, they came upon a 
certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named 
Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with the proconsul, Sergius 
Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned 
Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word 
of God. 8 But Elymas the magician (for that is 
the meaning of his name) opposed them, 
seeking to turn the proconsul away from the 
faith.



9 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10 and 
said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all 
righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will 
you not stop making crooked the straight paths 
of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand of 
the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and 
unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately 
mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went 
about seeking people to lead him by the hand.



13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from 
Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia.



The heart of the mentor is for 
the king. 

“he must increase and I must 
decrease.”



• A mentor is someone who 
pours his life into others. 

• You are called to be a mentor 
(disciple making)



• has a heart for the kingdom 

• has a heart for the King’s people 

• has a heart for the King

A mentor…



Who is mentoring you? 

Who will you mentor?


