
18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw two brothers, Simon (who is 
called Peter) and Andrew his brother, 
casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishermen. 19 And he said to 
them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they 
left their nets and followed him.

Matthew 4



When God makes you a 
fisher of men…  

you are a fisher of men.



• Jesus shapes fishers of men 

• Jesus calls us to follow 

• Jesus likens men to fish.



Jesus shapes fishers of men

The art of fishing is passed  
from one to another. 

what you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to 
faithful men, who will be able to teach 

others also. (2 Ti 2:2)



Jesus calls us to follow

• following is how we stay with Jesus

• following is a commitment.



Jesus calls us to follow

Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and 

follow me.” (Mt 16:24)



Jesus calls us to follow

“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you 
go.” 20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 21 Another of the disciples said to 
him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father.” 22 And Jesus said to him, “Follow 
me, and leave the dead to bury their own 
dead.”  (Mt 8:18–22)



Jesus calls us to follow

Jesus said to him, “If you would be 
perfect, go, sell what you possess and 
give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
me.” 22 When the young man heard this 
he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions. (Mt 19:21–22)



Jesus likens men to fish

Discouraged?
• spiritual conversations are taboo 
• People are set in their beliefs 
• Christianity is threatening

Fish don’t jump into the boat.



Jesus likens men to fish

3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with 
you.” They went out and got into the boat, 
but that night they caught nothing.  
4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus.



Jesus likens men to fish

5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you 
have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 
6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the 
right side of the boat, and you will find 
some.” So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in, because of the 
quantity of fish. (Jn 21:3–6)



Jesus likens men to fish

14 “Therefore, behold, the days are coming, 
declares the Lord, when it shall no longer 
be said, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up 
the people of Israel out of the land of 
Egypt,’ 15 but ‘As the Lord lives who 
brought up the people of Israel out of the 
north country and out of all the countries 
where he had driven them.’



Jesus likens men to fish

For I will bring them back to their own land 
that I gave to their fathers.  
16 “Behold, I am sending for many fishers, 
declares the Lord, and they shall catch 
them. (Je 16:14–16)



Jesus likens men to fish

5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from 
Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the 
word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ 
was Jesus. 6 And when they opposed and 
reviled him…



Jesus likens men to fish

9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a 
vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on 
speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am 
with you, and no one will attack you to 
harm you, for I have many in this city who 
are my people.” (Ac 18:5–10)



When God makes you a 
fisher of men…  

you are a fisher of men.



Our strategy this year: 
to make outreach organic 
to the life and ministry of 

Cornerstone.


