
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

1 Peter 2:9-17



11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and 
exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul. 
12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation. 

1 Peter 2:9-17



13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every 
human institution, whether it be to the 
emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as 
sent by him to punish those who do evil 
and to praise those who do good. 15 For 
this is the will of God, that by doing good 
you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people. 

1 Peter 2:9-17



16 Live as people who are free, not using 
your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but 
living as servants of God. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honor the emperor.

1 Peter 2:9-17
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we must love the immigrant  
& obey the government.

Because the sovereign Lord loves us



• Listen to the fears and the tears 

• Look to the Bible 

• Live the Gospel 
Speak truth with grace to  
open the door of discussion

we must love the immigrant  
& obey the government.

Because the sovereign Lord loves us



Listen to the fears and the tears
to understand the issue.



Executive 
Order 
entitled:

Listen to the fears and the tears

Fri. 
Jan 27

“Protecting the Nation From 
Foreign Terrorist Entry Into the 
United States.” 

What’s actually happened…



1. Suspends the issuance of visas of seven 
countries for 90 days. 

2. Implement uniform screening standards. 

3. Suspends the refugee program for 
four months pending new screening 
procedures. 

4. Prioritize refugee claims for persecuted 
religious minorities.

Listen to the fears and the tears



5. Indefinitely suspend refugees from Syria. 

6. Limit the number of refugees for the year. 

7. Allow for case-by-case waivers. 

8. Permit state and local governments to have 
a broader role in refugee policy. 

9. Create a database for reporting on certain 
activities of visa holders.

Listen to the fears and the tears



Executive 
Order 
issued

Fri. 
Jan 27

Mon. 
Jan 30

Lawsuit 
filed: “illegal 
actions”

Thu. 
Feb 2

Judge issues 
temporary 
restraining 
order

Listen to the fears and the tears

What’s actually happened…



Listen to the fears and the tears

Stories 
of tears…



Listen to the fears and the tears

Stories 
of tears…

…and stories 
of fears



Look to the Bible
What does the Bible say about  
our responsibility?



9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once 
you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

1 Peter 2:9-12

Look to the Bible



11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and 
exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul. 
12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation. 

Look to the Bible

1 Peter 2:9-12



Look to the Bible

Love the immigrant



You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress 
him, for you were sojourners in the land of 
Egypt.

Exodus 22:21

Look to the Bible

Love the immigrant



You shall not oppress a sojourner. You 
know the heart of a sojourner, for you 
were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

Exodus 23:9

Look to the Bible

Love the immigrant



You shall treat the stranger who sojourns 
with you as the native among you, and you 
shall love him as yourself, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the 
Lord your God.

Leviticus 19:34

Look to the Bible

Love the immigrant



Thus says the Lord: Do justice and 
righteousness, and deliver from the hand 
of the oppressor him who has been 
robbed. And do no wrong or violence to 
the resident alien, the fatherless, and the 
widow, nor shed innocent blood in this 
place. Jeremiah 22:3

Look to the Bible

Love the immigrant



13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every 
human institution, whether it be to the 
emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as 
sent by him to punish those who do evil 
and to praise those who do good. 15 For 
this is the will of God, that by doing good 
you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people. 

1 Peter 2:9-17

Look to the Bible



16 Live as people who are free, not using 
your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but 
living as servants of God. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honor the emperor.

1 Peter 2:9-17

Look to the Bible



Look to the Bible

Obey the government



Obey the government
1 Let every person be subject to the 
governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that 
exist have been instituted by God. 
2 Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. Romans 13:1-5

Look to the Bible



Obey the government

3 For rulers are not a terror to good 
conduct, but to bad. Would you have no 
fear of the one who is in authority? Then 
do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your 
good.

Romans 13:1-5

Look to the Bible



Obey the government

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does 
not bear the sword in vain. For he is the 
servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not 
only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the 
sake of conscience.

Romans 13:1-5

Look to the Bible



Live the Gospel
Speak truth with grace



Live the Gospel

Remember… 

• Behind the tears of the refugee is  
longing for a home. 

• Behind the fears of the American is

How does the gospel empower you?

longing for a home



Live the Gospel

1 Peter 2:11

I urge you as sojourners and exiles…

longing for a home



Live the Gospel

Friends, this world is not your home…

1 Peter 2:11
(Message)

longing for a home



Live the Gospel

For here we have no lasting city, but we 
seek the city that is to come.

Hebrews 13:14

longing for a home



Live the Gospel

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ.

Ephesians 2:13-19

longing for a home is met in Christ.



Live the Gospel

14 For he himself is our peace, who has 
made us both one and has broken down in 
his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by 
abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new man in place of 
the two, so making peace…

Ephesians 2:13-19



Live the Gospel

17 And he came and preached peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. 18 For through him we both have 
access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God…

Ephesians 2:13-19



Live the Gospel

To grow in Christ, we need each other…



Live the Gospel

14 1 As for the one who is weak in faith, 
welcome him, but not to quarrel over 
opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat 
anything, while the weak person eats only 
vegetables…

Romans 14:1-15:2

To grow in Christ, we need each other…



Live the Gospel

15 1 We who are strong have an obligation 
to bear with the failings of the weak, and 
not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us 
please his neighbor for his good, to build 
him up.

Romans 14:1-15:2

To grow in Christ, we need each other…



• Listen to the fears and the tears 

• Look to the Bible 

• Live the Gospel 
the longing for a home is found only in Christ. 
we need each other to grow in Christ.

we must love the immigrant  
& obey the government.

Because the sovereign Lord loves us



Live your faith. 

Share your life.

how do I speak TRUTH with g"ace?

2017 strategy: make 
outreach organic in the 
life of Cornerstone.


