
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no 
one according to the flesh. Even though we 
once regarded Christ according to the 
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come.

2 Corinthians 5:16-21



18 All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:16-21



20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
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GENDER NEUTRAL 
RESTROOM





Because God gives you an 
identity, you must look past 

self-made identities.



• Listen to the anger and the angst 

• Look to the Bible 
What does it say about homosexuality? 

• Live the Gospel 
and speak truth with grace

Because God gives you an 
identity, you must look past 

self-made identities.



Listen to the anger and the angst
to understand the issue.



Listen to the anger and the angst



Look to the Bible
What does the Bible say about  
homosexuality?



Look to the Bible
Specific prohibitions: Old Testament

Leviticus 18:22  
You shall not lie with a male as with a 
woman; it is an abomination. 

Leviticus 20:13 
If a man lies with a male as with a 
woman, both of them have committed 
an abomination; they shall surely be put 
to death; their blood is upon them.



Different kinds of laws 

• Moral - eternally binding 
• Ceremonial - the laws around the 

sacrificial system and ritual purity were 
fulfilled in Christ and are thus no longer 
in force. 

{ A word about Levitical Laws }



Is it possible the laws forbidding 
homosexuality are no longer in affect?

Who decides which are fulfilled?  

We must appeal to the Bible itself for that 
distinction.

{ A word about Levitical Laws }



Laws against homosexuality are never 
removed in the New Testament (like dietary 
laws and sacrificial system).  

On the contrary, they are still condemned 
in the New Testament.

{ A word about Levitical Laws }



Look to the Bible
Specific prohibitions: New Testament

1 Corinthians 6:9-10  
do you not know that the unrighteous 
will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived: neither the sexually 
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor men who practice homosexuality, 
10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God.



Look to the Bible
Specific prohibitions: New Testament

1 Timothy 1:9-10 
the law is not laid down for the just but for 
the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and 
profane, for those who strike their fathers 
and mothers, for murderers, 10 the sexually 
immoral, men who practice homosexuality, 
enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever 
else is contrary to sound doctrine…



Some say this means abusive homosexual 
practice. 

Instead, the two Greek words together 
widen rather than narrow the meaning.

{ A word about “practice homosexuality” }



These terms refer to any corruption of 
normal male-female sexual roles and 
relations. Transvestism, sex changes, and 
other gender perversions are included.

{ A word about “practice homosexuality” }



Genesis 19 
Sodom and Gomorrah



18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For 
what can be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has shown it to them. 

Romans 1:18-27

Look to the Bible



20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without 
excuse. 21 For although they knew God, 
they did not honor him as God or give 
thanks to him,

Look to the Bible

Romans 1:18-27



but they became futile in their thinking, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened.  
22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man 
and birds and animals and creeping things. 

Look to the Bible

Romans 1:18-27



24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts 
of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among 
themselves, 25 because they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

Look to the Bible

Romans 1:18-27



26 For this reason God gave them up to 
dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that 
are contrary to nature; 27 and the men 
likewise gave up natural relations with 
women and were consumed with passion 
for one another, men committing 
shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error. 

Look to the Bible

Romans 1:18-27



• Homosexual desire is not what God 
originally intended. 

• Our distorted desires are a sign that we 
have turned away from God.

Look to the Bible

What we learn:



• Creation is pairs of complementary things 
working together: 
 

heaven - earth. 
land - sea. 
God - humanity. 

• male and female have unique, non-
interchangeable glories meant to mingle 
within a life-long covenant of marriage.

Look to the Bible

Positives of God’s design

Which leads to 
life and beauty!



Live the Gospel
Speak truth with grace



Live the Gospel

Justification: imputation of righteousness 

• in light of revelation we see our guilt 
• legal status - Guilt is removed. 
• Identity.

Righteousness of God is revealed



Sanctification: infusion of grace 

• In light of revelation we see Christ 
• Union with Christ 
• Journey our battle with sin

Live the Gospel

Righteousness of God is revealed



Glorification: fulfillment of righteousness 

• We see God face to face 
• Battle with sin is over 
• Arrival at the Promised Land - a new 

heavens and new earth.

Live the Gospel

Righteousness of God is revealed



• Listen to the anger and the angst 

• Look to the Bible 
What does it say about homosexuality? 

• Live the Gospel 
and speak truth with grace

Because God gives you an 
identity, you must look past 

self-made identities.



Live your faith. 

Share your life.

how do I speak TRUTH with g"ace?

2017 strategy: make 
outreach organic in the 
life of Cornerstone.


