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on my door asking if the 
church needed anything. He 
was willing to volunteer. In 
the coming weeks he came 
over and stained all the 
wood on the outdoor kitch-
en for us. The door is open 
to talk about what we do “at 
church.” Praise God! 

Last week a former neigh-
bor called and asked if I 
would tutor her son in Ge-
ometry. What prompted 
her to ask me? I think it was 
two things. One, when they 
were neighbors we invited 
them over for Thanksgiving 
one year (they are from 
Brazil), and they continue 

(Continued on page 3) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

We spent Easter afternoon 
with some friends from 
church. It was a leisurely, 
enjoyable afternoon. When 
we got home it was early 
evening and I was tired (I 
get up early on Sunday 
mornings). A group of our 
neighbors were gathered in 
the driveway down the 
street watching their small 
children play. Rhonda said, 
“Let’s go say hi.” Did I men-
tion I was tired? With a sigh 
I agreed. As the conversa-
tion got going, one of the 
ladies, with a hesitant smile, 
shared that she was preg-
nant. It was news of a per-
sonal nature that broke the 

ice to talk about life and 
even spiritual things. I was 
not expecting it and yet, 
there it was. Praise God!  

A couple of weeks ago my 
nextdoor neighbor was sit-
ting on his driveway having 
a beer. Our driveways are 
next to each other, so when 
I drove in I couldn’t miss 
him. I said “hi”, grabbed a 
chair and a beer and joined 
him. We sat quietly for a 
while, talking about the 
weather and safe subjects, 
when he shared with me 
that he had just retired. 
That’s a big piece of news! 
We talked about other ideas 
he had to stay busy. A cou-
ple of days later he knocked 

MISSIONAL LIVING :  

IT’S NOT AS HARD AS YOU THINK… 

JOINT MEN’S RETREAT FOCUSES ON MANHOOD 

BY GENE COVER 

Eleven men from Corner-
stone met with another fifty
-five men from Christ EPC 
for a day of fellowship, Bi-
ble study, and discussion on 
the topic of Biblical man-
hood.  Craig Whitlock, a 
member of Christ EPC, was 
our dynamic speaker.  An 
ex-Army Ranger and one-
time employee of Franklin 
Graham’s Samaritan’s 

Purse, Craig had lots of 
stories to tell us from his 
past.  Craig now runs a 
ministry to teach people 
how to grow and market 
organic foods.  

There seemed to be two 
major themes in Whitlock’s 
message:  

1) how we must push back 
at the gender neutral 
baloney that the world is 

trying to foist upon us, 
and  

2) what it looks like to be a 
man in the Biblical 
sense. 

On the first point, he gave 
us some astounding statis-
tics on how the gender-
neutral movement is per-
meating our lives and how it 
is being taught to our chil-

(Continued on page 2) 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 Holiday schedule:       
The church office will be 
closed for Memorial Day 
on Monday, May 29. 

 Coseche de Vida will 
begin holding worship in 
the sanctuary when The 
Arc of Katy moves into 
our gym for the summer 
on May 14. 

 Sunday School classes will 
be in recess for the sum-
mer beginning Sunday, 
May 21. 
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who are spiritually discon-
nected.”   

Our next task will be to 
review where our WELL 
teams are and begin to in-
corporate the organic out-
reach principles into each 
ministry we have.  Carter 
continues to challenge us to 
make plans to raise our 
evangelism temperature and 
have a story ready on how 
we have done that in the 
past month.  

 We have a growing deficit 
in giving vs. expenses, simi-
lar to what we experienced 
last year, and some addi-
tional steps may be neces-
sary to contain the losses.  
We do have some money 
held in reserve to help us 
weather the storm. 

 Bob Vincent, our Presby-
tery’s facilitator, will be 
visiting us next month.  He 

BY GENE COVER 

 The elders and deacons are 
nearing the end of our study 
of Harney’s book, Organic 
Outreach for Churches.  This 
time we discussed the “Two 
Degree Rule”. 

“The Two-Degree Rule is 
the idea that we can meta-
phorically push the needle 
of the church compass two 
degrees off dead north 
(caring for ourselves) to 
direct some of our re-
sources, time, care, energy 
and love toward those who 
are still far from God.  This 
reorientation happens as we 
identify how we can take 
what we are already doing 
well and extend it to those  

is sure to have some inter-
esting things to tell us. 

 It seems that we are spend-
ing significant portions of 
our meetings in prayer for 
the flock, as it should be.  
There are several members 
seeking a new job and ill-
nesses always seem to be 
cropping up.  There is al-
ways the desire to have our 
flock grow in their spiritual 
maturity.  We should all be 
in prayer for each other.   

One thing the Session is 
praying for is to increase 
our size to 300 people by 
the end of this year.  Be-
sides the desire to have 
more people hear the won-
derful Good News of our 
Savior, we hope to plant a 
new church in Katy and be 
able to support it with 
members and money.  
Please join us in that prayer. 

MEN RETREAT TO CAMP CHO-YEH 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
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dren.  “When did we start be-
lieving that the world is a better 
educator of our children?”  
Many universities are teaching 
incoming freshmen about 
“gender flex” as an acceptable 
life-style. “The things that used to 
be done in darkness are now done in 
bold daylight.” 

He went over the meaning of 
masculinity and man’s role or 
purpose, and how men are sup-
posed to be different from 
women in the Biblical (not 
physical) sense.  He exhorted us 
to actively combat spiritual 

(Continued from page 1) apathy and lethargy.  We are 
in a war, and we need to pull 
out our Ephesians 6 armor.  
He warned us against becom-
ing entangled in our own 
luxuries. 

The take-away was that we 
are to  
 Affirm the Scriptures,  
 Defend the Gospel, and 

Proclaim the King of kings 
boldly. 

 

Many thanks to Buck Oli-
phant and Richard Harris of 
Christ EPC for inviting us to 
join them for this retreat. 

Men from Cornerstone who attended the retreat at  
Camp Cho-Yeh got to kick back as well as hear a great speaker. 

The Two Degree 
Rule helps point us 
to those who are far 

from God. 
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“BUILD 

RELATIONSHIPS 

BASED ON 

COMMON 

INTERESTS , 

CONCERNS , AND 

EXPERIENCES . ”  

ASSISTANT FOOD MANAGER IS NEEDED FOR 

FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 

BY LAUREN PECHACEK 

The Fellowship Team is looking for a Food Manager Assistant to help with the 2:42 Lunches and 
other Fellowship events during the year.  The Fellowship Team does much of the planning, and 
volunteers are also recruited to help with preparing food, set-up and service. 
Responsibilities include: 

Assisting the Food Manager with 

  Menu planning 

  Preparing food 

  Set-up buffet tables 
 

Lead Food Management responsibilities in absence of Food Manager 

Training will be provided. The 2.42 Lunches are quarterly with additional special events 
throughout the year.  If you are interested in this volunteer position, please contact Lauren 
Pechacek. 

  Be present for events 

  Kitchen organization 

YOUR SMALL CHANGE CAN MAKE A BIG 

DIFFERENCE! 

bills, or even checks—
making it possible to reach 
out to mothers in need with 
parenting programs, life 
skills, Bible studies (and Bi-
bles) and peer counseling for 
making the right choice of 
life. 

We will have a basket full of 
empty baby bottles in the 
foyer on Mothers Day, May 

14.  Please return them on or 
before Fathers Day, June 18, 
and then they will be deliv-
ered to PHC. 

Be sure to put this on your 
calendar and look for the Ba-
by Bottles in our foyer on 
Mothers Day.  Ques-
tions?  Contact Debi Barrett. 

BY DEBI BARRETT 

Cornerstone will again be 
participating in the annual 
Baby Bottle Blessing Cam-
paign to benefit Pregnancy 
Help Center of West Hou-
ston. 

Over the years, members  
have filled the baby bottles 
with spare change, dollar 

Pick up a baby bottle on 
May 14 to fill with change 

for the Pregnancy Help 
Center. 
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places you already live, work, 
and play. This is where you 
develop a missional lifestyle.  

Where do you begin? Do 
what you love with people 
who don’t know Jesus yet in 
your neighborhoods and net-
works, in teams whenever 
possible.  

1.  Join something 
2.  Invite people to join you  

in something 
3.  Become a good neighbor 

Build relationships based on 
common interests, concerns, 
and experiences. Make the 
most of the opportunities you 
have and the networks that 
are natural. Are YOU will-
ing? Will you make a com-
mitment to be willing? Please 
read more in the included 
article “BLESS: a missional 
strategy.” 

to come year after year. 
Two, because we spent time 
together they found out I had 
taught Geometry for high 
school students at Liberty. 
Tonight he is coming over for 
a second tutoring session. 
Cool, and praise God!  

We are called to bless others. 
Do you know where that 
starts? A simple willingness to 
be out and available in the 

(Continued from page 1) 

MISSIONAL : MAKE NATURAL CONNECTIONS 

Behind-the-scenes help is 
needed to oversee fellow-

ship events. 
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ENCOURAGING NEWS FROM QUEST CHURCH 

he will pay for an internet 
specialist (his daughter, who 
along with her husband has an 
IT company) to make our 
website more appealing and 
get us highly ranked on search 
engine searches.    

The school we’re meeting at 
originally told us we could 
have our signs out only on 
Sundays, but now they are 
allowing us to put them out 
on Saturdays too.  We’ve had 
surprisingly little response to 
our signs, but surely this will 
drive more traffic to us since 
the school is on a major thor-
oughfare.  

I am also counting the days 
until the end of the school 
year, because part of our 
agreement with the school is 
that we can leave all our 
equipment in place through-
out the summer.  As I've 
mentioned in previous news-
letters, the extreme wear and 
tear on our volunteers has 
already cost us one key family 
and their closest friends, and 
we have a bunch of weary 

volunteers (and pastor) – this 
break from setting up and 
tearing down every weekend 
will be a gigantic life saver!     

Prayers are appreciated as we 
ratchet up our missional pres-
ence in the community via 
more service projects and 
grilling outreaches.  I have 
been very intentional about 
developing relationships with 
unchurched people in my 
neighborhood, and one of my 
neighbors is helping me do a 
grilling outreach this Saturday 
that we’ll promote via our 
community’s Facebook and 
Nextdoor.com pages.  

My wife is meeting a lot of 
other young mothers in the 
city through a group called 
Kinder Moms, and she has 
started a prayer group at our 
home for other young moth-
ers from Kinder Moms, a 
couple of whom are un-
churched.   

Best wishes, 

Brett Becker 

Here are some excerpts from Bret 
Becker’s recent newsletter.  His 
church plant in New Braunfels is 
one we have supported. 

We had our Grand Opening 
launch last Easter so we are 
now one year old!  We can’t 
afford another mass mailer, 
... so I am giving myself a 
crash course in internet ad-
vertising….  I’m astounded at 
how complex it can be and at 
the specificity with which it’s 
possible to target groups of 
people….Everything I’ve 
read indicates that in our ad-
saturated culture people have 
to see quite a few ads or have 
quite a few “touches” (seven is 
a number I’ve seen repeated-
ly) before they respond, so it 
was particularly encouraging 
to see [a new] family show up 
after seeing only one ad…. 

‘My financial advisor invited 
me to lunch recently, and I’m 
very hopeful about things he 
mentioned.  ... he has written 
a course on biblical steward-
ship that I did at my previous 
pastorate….He also said that 

Bret Becker is using 
“grilling outreach” events 

to reach unchurched 
people in his community. 

grandmother, and other rela-
tives who haven’t seen him 
yet.   

Please pray that they will be 
able to share the gospel dur-
ing their time with Daka’s 
family. They are all Muslim 
except for his younger broth-
er, who is a believer. 

The Easter party went well 
this year, in spite of a last-
minute change of venue.  
About 75 students attended 

and heard testimonies of new 
believers and a clear presenta-
tion of the gospel.  Pray that 
God will touch the hearts of 
many of these students and 
bring them to faith. 

During Spring Break, they 
took a van-load of students to 
see El Paso and part of New 
Mexico.  The long drive was a 
great opportunity for extend-
ed conversations about spir-
itual things. 

Daka and Heather will have 
an opportunity to lead inter-
national and American stu-
dents on a two-week mission 
trip to Kazakhstan in May.  
Dates for the trip are May 14-
28.  They are excited that 
God has opened doors for 
them to do ministry in this 
predominantly Muslin coun-
try. 

The trip will also allow them 
to introduce their son David 
to Daka’s dad, brother, 

DAKA AND FAMILY WILL VISIT KAZAKHSTAN  

Traveling is on the  
Dyussekovs’ agenda 

these days. 



JOIN SANGERS FOR DESSERT  

Carter and Rhonda Sanger are hosting a Pastor’s Des-
sert Evening on Monday, May 8, at 7:00 p.m.  It will 
be held at their home. 

This is open to anyone, particularly if you are a visitor, 
who wants to come.  It’s a great opportunity to con-
nect with new folks and visit in a relaxed atmosphere. 
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(from Rick Richardson, leader of 
my Evangelism Cohort) 

From the very beginning, 
God’s way of reaching and 
restoring the world has always 
been through what we might 
call a blessing strategy…how 
do we in a very practical way 
that’s theologically grounded 
help the people we lead bless 
the people in their lives to 
help them find their way back 
to God? We have developed 
the five “bless” missional prac-
tices that we feel every person 
can easily and naturally live 
out: 

B.  Begin with prayer. We 
want you to ask, ‘God how 
do you want me to bless 
the people in the places 
you’ve sent me to?’ Spend 
time listening to God. 
Where is he calling you 
especially to focus in 
reaching out personally in 
this season of your life? To 
whom?  

L. Listen. Don’t talk, but 
listen to people, their 
struggles, their pains, in 
the places God sent you. 
Grab a cup of coffee or a 
midday snack with some-
one. Ask these kinds of 
questions: 

 What is a dream or hope 
you have for your life 
right now? 

 What might keep you 
from reaching your 
dream? 

 How does the spiritual 
side of your life affect 
whether or not you reach 
your dream? 

 If it seems appropriate 
to the conversation, ask 
your new friend if you 
can pray for them for 
the fulfillment of their 
dream. 

E.  Eat. You can’t just check 
this off. It’s not quick. You 
have to have a meal with 
people or a cup of coffee. 
It builds relationships. 

S. Serve. If you listen with 
people and you eat with 
people, they will tell you 
how to love them and 
you’ll know how to serve 
them. 

S. Story. When the time is 
right, now we talk and we 
share the story of how 
Jesus changed our life. 

As we pursue each missional 
practice, we are thinking 
about two dimensions: 
Breathing In and Breathing 
Out, Receiving for ourselves 
and Giving to others.  

 In prayer we both listen 
to God for how and to 
whom he is leading us in 
outreach (breathing in), 
and we pray missionally 
for others (breathing 
out). 

 In listening, we both 
actively hear what oth-
ers are saying (breathing 
in), and we engage with 
them (breathing out). 

 In eating with others, 
we both fill up on great 
food (breathing in) and 
feed each other on great 
conversation (breathing 
out). 

 In serving, we both re-
ceive from God and 
others (breathing in), 
and we give (breathing 
out). 

 And in sharing our story 
we both ask for the spir-
itual stories of others 
(breathing in) and we 
share our story with 
Jesus (breathing out). 

This blessing strategy has of-
ten helped others find their 
way back to God. And such a 
“pay it forward” approach can 
end up blessing many in our 
world!  

God used Abraham to reach 
and restore and bless nations: 
“I will make you into a great 
nation, and I will bless you; I 
will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. I 
will bless those who bless 
you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through 
you.” We can become part of 
God’s design to reach people 
through blessing them! And 
always remember, we BLESS 
others because God has 
BLESSed us! God first loves 
us! We reflect that sense of 
grace in our own lives when 
we breathe in (receive) and 
then breathe out (give). 

BLESS: A MISSIONAL STRATEGY 

“AS WE PURSUE 

EACH MISSIONAL 

PRACTICE , WE ARE 

THINKING ABOUT 

TWO DIMENSIONS : 

BREATHING IN 

AND BREATHING 

OUT , RECEIVING 

FOR OURSELVES 

AND G IVING TO 

OTHERS . ”  

The Sangers will host a 
Pastor’s Dessert Evening  

on Monday, May 8. 
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CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

ask Mrs. Kutzer for their 
prize.   

 Welcome, Ms. April!  
We are thrilled to an-
nounce the newest mem-
ber of our team of Child-
care workers, Mrs. April 
Sanchez-Rocha.  We are 
so excited to have her 
here at Cornerstone.  
Please give her a big wel-
come. 

 Summer Events for 
Cornerstone Kids:  
Plans are under consider-
ation for two children’s 
events this summer here 
at Cornerstone.  They 
would be once in June 
and once in July, proba-
bly from 9:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m.  More infor-
mation will be made 
available later. 

 

 May 14 last CSCK:   
The Family Sunday 
School class will finish 
their semester on May 
14.  The Adults will also 
finish that day. 

 Get to know our 
Childcare Workers:  
Question of the month – 
Where were you born? 

 Ms. Ann – Joliet, IL 

 Ms. Kinsey – Houston, 
TX 

 Ms. April – Odessa, 
TX 

 Ms. Carol – Bloom-
field, NJ 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

 And the winner is…
The winner of April’s 
Cotton Ball Game is Elly 
C.  Her guess of 150 
cotton balls in the jar was 
the closest to the actual 
count (177) without go-
ing over. Congratula-
tions, Elly!  She will re-
ceive a Chick-fil-A cou-
pon and a bag of Smart-
ies.   

 Be sure to submit your 
guess for May’s Spring 
Candy Game…and be 
sure to write clearly and 
include your FULL 
name. To encourage our 
kids to read the Frontlines 
newsletter, winners must 

Cornerstone kids has a great 
time on Easter Sunday look-
ing for eggs—especially those 
with a gold coin inside.  The 
coins hidden in some of the 
eggs could be traded in for 
prizes.   

For those finding eggs with 
candy or other treats, that 
was fun too! 

Thanks to Carol Kutzer for all 
the preparation work and to 
our teens for hiding the eggs.   

Easter Breakfast before the 
worship service was delicious, 
and provided a nice time of 
fellowship.  Kudos to Lauren 
Pechacek for the great food 
and to all who helped with 
decorations and set-up.  

EASTER EGGS ARE FULL OF SURPRISES 

Welcome to our newest 
child care worker,  

April Sanchez-Rocha! 
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BY CAROL KUTZER 
 

Cornerstone Days @ the 
Arc:  Join us for one or more 
Cornerstone Days @ the Arc:  
Wednesday, June 7; Wednes-
day, July 5; or Wednesday, 
August 2.  There are several 
ways you can help: 

 10:30 a.m. Community 
Crafts: Volunteers will 
assist the Arc campers 
creating crafts which will 
be delivered to various 
area ministries. (Contact 
Carol Kutzer about this 
assignment at  

 281-579-1080 or  
 info@CornerstoneKaty.org. 

 12:00 p.m. Lunch: 
help prepare and serve 
lunch to the Arc campers 
and staff. (Contact Linda 
Cover about this.) You 
may also sign up to bring 
food at 
www.volunteersignup.org/
EXLBB. 

 

 12:30 p.m. Activity 
Time:  After lunch, our 
Cornerstone youth spend 
time doing fun physical 
activities.  (Contact May 
Gourlay about this assign-
ment.) 

Arc Sunday:  Each summer, 
we invite the campers and 
their families to worship with 
us one Sunday. This summer, 
Arc Sunday will be August 6. 
We will start the morning 
with a Continental Breakfast 
at 10:00 a.m. Then the camp-
ers will share a song or two 
with our congregation during 
the worship service and also 

be invited to assist our teams 
of Ushers and Greeters.   
 
Open House:  At the end of 
the summer, the Arc has a 
tradition of hosting an Open 
House for the friends and 
families of the Arc campers.  
This is a highly energetic 
event where the campers 
show off the skills they have 
learned over the summer, 
projects they have completed, 
and give the families a taste of 
their experiences.   
 

We would like to provide a 
reception for those who at-
tend this event.  We will 
need baked goods and bever-
ages and people to serve 
them.  This event is scheduled 
for Thursday, August 10, 
around 1:00 p.m. (Contact 
Doniece.) 
 

Prayer:  Most importantly, 
pray! Pray for Arc, their staff 
and campers.  Pray for good 
weather over the summer. 
Pray for the Arc Team as we 
begin to meet together.  Pray 
that the Lord would use Cor-
nerstone to be a blessing and 
proclaim the gospel. 
 

Security Shift:  The Arc 
needs people 18 years and 
older to sit at the front door 
of the gym for one shift each 
day.  The morning shift is 
from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  The 
afternoon shift is noon to 
3:00 p.m. Just sit and read, 
play Angry Birds on your 
phone, or write the next 
great American novel – just 
be there to be a gate keeper.   
 

We would like to cover as 
many of these shifts as possi-
ble and to make it as conven-
ient as possible.  If you are 
interested in volunteering 
with the Arc of Katy outside 
of Cornerstone events, you 
will need to complete the 
volunteer application. For 
information about volunteer-
ing with the Arc of Katy 
please visit:  http://
www.thearcofkaty.org/
volunteer.   
 

I look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 
Carol Kutzer 
281.579.1080 
info@CornerstoneKaty.org 
 
 

 ARC OF KATY – THE LATEST SCOOP !  

Having our children’s choir sing on Palm Sunday was a special 
treat!  Thanks to Lauren Torregano for organizing this. 

Providing food is just 
one of the ways you 
can help us welcome 
the Arc of Katy this 

summer. 



“O Lord, Listen! O Lord, For-
give! O Lord, Hear and Act! For 
Your Sake, O My God...”.  

As the 2017 National Day 
of Prayer on May 
4th approaches, thousands of 
individuals, churches, and 
communities will be working 
to rally millions of Chris-
tian’s to once again heed this 
call! 

Scripture tells us again and 
again that our fervent prayer 
is effective. That our loving 
God responds to His chil-
dren’s earnest pleas in 
mighty ways that avail much, 
and ultimately determine the 
course of history. 

At this crucial time for our 
nation, we can do nothing 

The following is from the Na-
tional Day of Prayer website: 

As citizens and residents of 
the United States and as be-
lievers in Christ Jesus, we 
not only have a spiritual re-
sponsibility according to 1 
Timothy 2:1-2 to pray, but a 
civic duty as well to heed our 
President’s call to stand in 
the gap for our nation. Who 
but God’s people have the 
ability to enter into the very 
throne room of Heaven with 
prayers and petitions!  

Our theme this year is For 
Your Great Name’s Sake! 
Hear Us... Forgive 
Us...Heal Us! Taken from 
Daniel 9:19, which says,     

more important than 
pray….  We look forward to 
seeing His hand move across 
our land in exciting ways 
each May in response to our 
petitions!  

 

Join us at the Merrell Cen-
ter, 6301 S. Stadium Lane, at 
7:00 p.m., when believers 
from all over the Katy area 
join for worship and praise.   

Following this service, at 
8:00 p.m., Fire on the Altar, 
50 continuous hours of praise 
and worship will begin at 
The Epicenter, 2655 S. Ma-
son Road. Come for as much 
or as little of that time as you 
wish. 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IS MAY 4 

1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
 

(281) 579-1080 

info@cornerstonekaty.org 

 
On the Web @ 

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

 
 

Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

LADIES’ 

EVENING 

STUDY 

WILL 

CONTINUE  

BY LAUREN PECHACEK 

The women's Thursday 
night Bible study will con-
tinue through the sum-
mer. We are using Sin-
clair Ferguson's book, 
Let's Study Philippians.  
Feel free to come, even if 
you have not been part of 
this study before. 

Please join us in the Den 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. every Thursday 
night. Childcare is provid-
ed.  


