




…who was 
conceived of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary… 

Apostle’s Creed



Date of Jesus birth

?



Pagan 
takeover?

1st suggested 
12th C.



Jewish tradition

Creation & redemption-same time of year 

March 25 - Death at passover  
conception + 9 months = Dec 25





Advent is about Jesus’ coming

 to bring  
hope in a dark world.



• An Ancient Hope 

• An Answered Hope 

• An Actualized Hope

hope in a dark world



An Ancient Hope



 81  My soul longs for your salvation;  
I hope in your word.  
 82  My eyes long for your promise;  
I ask, “When will you comfort me?”   

(Ps 119:81–82)

An Ancient Hope



An Ancient Hope



61 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
those who are bound;  
 2  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,   
and the day of vengeance of our God;   
to comfort all who mourn; 

An Ancient Hope



 3  to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to 
give them a beautiful headdress instead of 
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, that he may be 
glorified. 

An Ancient Hope



… 
 7  Instead of your shame there shall be a 
double portion; instead of dishonor they shall 
rejoice in their lot; therefore in their land they 
shall possess a double portion; they shall have 
everlasting joy.

An Ancient Hope



An Answered Hope



An Answered Hope

Luke 4:16–21 

16  And he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up. And as was his custom, he 
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, 
and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was 
written, 



An Answered Hope

 18  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed,  
 19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”



An Answered Hope

 20   And he rolled up the scroll and gave it 
back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
21 And he began to say to them, “Today this 
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 



An Answered Hope

sin & death



An Answered Hope

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.”  

John 14:6



An Answered Hope

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:21



An Actualized Hope



An Actualized Hope

 6   “Seek the Lord while he may be found;   
call upon him while he is near;  
 7  let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to 
the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

Isaiah 55:6-7



An Actualized Hope

Advent is a season for repentance.



An Actualized Hope

61 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
those who are bound;  
 2  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,   
and the day of vengeance of our God; 



An Actualized Hope

…He shall come again  
to judge the living and the dead. 

Apostle’s Creed



An Actualized Hope



An Actualized Hope



An Actualized Hope

You are here.



• An Ancient Hope 

• An Answered Hope 

• An Actualized Hope

Advent is about Jesus’ coming
 to bring  

hope in a dark world.


