


The year of the 
Lord’s favor…



…and the day of vengeance of our God.



Revelation 1 
1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave him to show to his servants the things 
that must soon take place. He made it known 
by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who 
bore witness to the word of God and to the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he 
saw. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the 
words of this prophecy, and blessed are those 
who hear, and who keep what is written in it, 
for the time is near. 

Revelation 1:1-9



4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  
Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and 
from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on 
earth. To him who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a 
kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him 
be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Revelation 1:1-9



7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and 
every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on 
account of him. Even so. Amen. 8 “I am the 
Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 
“who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty.”

Revelation 1:1-9



9 I, John, your brother and partner in the 
tribulation and the kingdom and the patient 
endurance that are in Jesus… 10 I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me 
a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write 
what you see in a book and send it to the seven 
churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 
Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and 
to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 

Revelation 1:1-9



• It is written to show “what must soon take 
place” for “the time is near.”   

• It is written to bless those who read it, 
hear it, and heed it, particularly the seven 
churches of Asia Minor. 

• It is full (over 400) of Old Testament 
allusions
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• “coming on the clouds” 

• the harlot 

• the bride

Advent is an invitation to  
be serious about your faith  

& persevere in it.



“coming on the clouds”



29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, and the stars will fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 30 Then will appear in heaven the sign 
of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.

“coming on the clouds”

Matthew 24:29-30



What does this mean?

“coming on the clouds”



“Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any 
time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before 
the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he 
may not die. For I will appear in the cloud over 
the mercy seat. (Le 16:2)

“coming on the clouds”

And the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am 
coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people 
may hear when I speak with you, and may also 
believe you forever.”  (Ex 19:9)



“coming on the clouds”

he makes the clouds his chariot; he rides on the 
wings of the wind; (Ps 104:3)



“coming on the clouds”

Behold, the Lord is riding on a swift cloud and 
comes to Egypt; and the idols of Egypt will 
tremble at his presence, and the heart of the 
Egyptians will melt within them. (Is 19:1)

Now it is I who speak in judgment upon 
[Jerusalem].”  13 Behold, he comes up like 
clouds; his chariots like the whirlwind; his 
horses are swifter than eagles—woe to us, for 
we are ruined! (Je 4:12–13)



“coming on the clouds”

Psalm 18:6-14 
6 In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my 
God I cried for help. From his temple he heard 
my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears.  
7 Then the earth reeled and rocked; the 
foundations also of the mountains 
trembled and quaked, because he was angry. 

Psalm 18:6-14



“coming on the clouds”

8 Smoke went up from his nostrils, and 
devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals 
flamed forth from him.  
9 He bowed the heavens and came down; thick 
darkness was under his feet.  
10 He rode on a cherub and flew; he came 
swiftly on the wings of the wind.  
11 He made darkness his covering, his canopy 
around him, thick clouds dark with water. 

Psalm 18:6-14



“coming on the clouds”

12 Out of the brightness before him hailstones 
and coals of fire broke through his clouds.  
13 The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and 
the Most High uttered his voice, hailstones and 
coals of fire.  
14 And he sent out his arrows and scattered 
them; he flashed forth lightnings and routed 
them. 

Psalm 18:6-14



“coming on the clouds”

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under 
the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
for the word of God and for the witness they 
had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, 
“O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long 
before you will judge and avenge our blood on 
those who dwell on the earth?”

Revelation 6:9-10



“coming on the clouds”

41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he 
wept over it… 43 For the days will come upon 
you, when your enemies will set up a barricade 
around you and surround you and hem you in 
on every side 44 and tear you down to the 
ground, you and your children within you. And 
they will not leave one stone upon another in 
you, because you did not know the time of your 
visitation.”

Luke 19:41-44



“coming on the clouds”

33 There was a master of a house who 
planted a vineyard… 37 Finally he sent his 
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. 
Come, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him.

Matthew 21:33-45



“coming on the clouds”



“coming on the clouds”

 40 When therefore the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put 
those wretches to a miserable death and let 
out the vineyard to other tenants who will 
give him the fruits in their seasons.”…

Matthew 21:33-45



“coming on the clouds”

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and given to a 
people producing its fruits… 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard his parables, they perceived that he 
was speaking about them.

Matthew 21:33-45



“coming on the clouds”

18 In the morning, as he was returning to the 
city, he became hungry. 19 And seeing a fig 
tree by the wayside, he went to it and found 
nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to 
it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” 
And the fig tree withered at once.  

20 When the disciples saw it, they marveled, 
saying, “How did the fig tree wither at 
once?”

Matthew 21:18-22



“coming on the clouds”



“coming on the clouds”

21 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to 
you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you 
will not only do what has been done to the 
fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 
‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will 
happen. 22 And whatever you ask in prayer, 
you will receive, if you have faith.” 

Matthew 21:18-22



“coming on the clouds”

… 3 And another angel came and stood at 
the altar with a golden censer, and he was 
given much incense to offer with the 
prayers of all the saints on the golden altar 
before the throne,

Revelation 8:1-8



“coming on the clouds”

4 and the smoke of the incense, with the 
prayers of the saints, rose before God from 
the hand of the angel. 5 Then the angel took 
the censer and filled it with fire from the 
altar and threw it on the earth… 

and something like a great mountain, 
burning with fire, was thrown into the sea…  

Revelation 8:1-8



The Harlot



The Harlot

1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud 
voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying 
out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and 
power belong to our God, 2 for his judgments 
are true and just; for he has judged the great 
prostitute who corrupted the earth with her 
immorality, and has avenged on her the blood 
of his servants.”

Revelation 19:1-2



The Harlot

Revelation 17 

1 Then one of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will 
show you the judgment of the great prostitute 
who is seated on many waters, 2 with whom 
the kings of the earth have committed sexual 
immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual 
immorality the dwellers on earth have become 
drunk.”

Revelation 17:1-6



The Harlot

3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a 
wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a 
scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous 
names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. . 
4 The woman was arrayed in purple and 
scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and 
pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of 
abominations and the impurities of her sexual 
immorality.

Revelation 17:1-6



The Harlot

5 And on her forehead was written a name of 
mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of 
prostitutes and of earth’s abominations.” 6 And 
I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the 
saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. 

Revelation 17:1-6



The Harlot

…the great city that has dominion (or kingdom) 
over the kings of the earth… (Re 17:18)

…the street of the great city that symbolically 
is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord 
was crucified. (Re 11:8)



The Harlot

How the faithful city has become a whore, she 
who was full of justice! Righteousness lodged 
in her, but now murderers.  

Isaiah 1:21



The Harlot

6 The Lord said to me in the days of King Josiah: 
“Have you seen what she did, that faithless 
one, Israel, how she went up on every high hill 
and under every green tree, and there played 
the whore? 7 And I thought, ‘After she has done 
all this she will return to me,’ but she did not 
return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it.

Jeremiah 3:6–9



The Harlot

8 She saw that for all the adulteries of that 
faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away with a 
decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous sister 
Judah did not fear, but she too went and 
played the whore. 9 Because she took her 
whoredom lightly, she polluted the land, 
committing adultery with stone and tree. 

Jeremiah 3:6–9



The Harlot

“Plead with your mother, plead—for she is not 
my wife, and I am not her husband—that she 
put away her whoring from her face, 
and her adultery from between her breasts… 

Hosea 2:2-6



The Bride



The Bride

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a 
great multitude, like the roar of many waters 
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, 
crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our 
God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and 
exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of 
the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made 
herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe 
herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— 

Revelation 9:6-9



Revelation 9:6-9



The Bride

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 
saints. 

Revelation 9:6-9



The Bride

9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed 
are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.” 

Revelation 9:6-9





The Bride

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the 
Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 
32 not like the covenant that I made with their 
fathers on the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 
covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, declares the Lord.

Jeremiah 31:31-34



The Bride

33 For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, declares 
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I 
will write it on their hearts. And I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people…For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more.” 

Jeremiah 31:31-34



• “coming on the clouds” 

• the harlot 

• the bride

Advent is an invitation to  
be serious about your faith  

& persevere in it.


