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tives on the greatness of our 
God! 
 

Here’s how you can pray 
for Cornerstone’s work in 
Guatemala: 
1. For the children in pov-

erty: There are few dads 
around for a variety of 
reasons. Some aban-
donment. Some for 
seasonal work in other 
parts of the country. 
Some to pursue work 
in the US.  

2. For local pastors:  
a. Erick Garcia spent 

much of the week 
with us and is in-
volved in many of the 
local ministries 
where we served. He 
needs 8000 quetzalas 

(Continued on page 6) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

We want to go back! That’s 
the sentiment of the team 
that Cornerstone commis-
sioned. We saw fields 
“white for the harvest” and 
left each place of ministry 
wishing we had more…
more shoes, more rice and 
beans, more workers. It 
broke our hearts and filled 
them at the same time. 
 

Often short-term mission 
trips can be a burden to 
missionaries who have to 
plan and care for a short-
term team. Often short-
term mission trips can leave 
the recipients resentful of 
people who come and go, 
never to be seen again. But 
this trip did not have any of 
those qualities. We met and 

worked with many local 
pastors in Jalapa, none of 
whom were burdened with 
our team.  
 

Our team leader, Pastor 
Erid DiCesare, has been 
leading mission teams for 
30 years and he, with the 
help of our pastor and 
friend, Pablo, arranged the 
details of our trip in terms 
of transportation, accom-
modations, and meals. 
None of that fell on the 
local pastors. We served in 
places the local pastors are 
serving, so our coming was 
a boost to the ministry work 
they do day in and day out.  
 

We bonded as a team, made 
new friends, laughed and 
cried together, and came 
home with fresh perspec-

GUATEMALA : LOTS OF MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

LUNCH WILL HONOR GRADUATES 

Please come for a lunch hon-
oring our two high school 
graduates—Joey Gourlay and 
Haylee Nesbit—on Sunday, 
June 10, following worship. 
 

The meat and dessert will be 
provided by the church.  Side 
dishes will be supplied by 
those who signed up in May. 
If you signed up to bring food 

on the original May date, we 
will still be counting on that.  
If you are unable to be there, 
please let Beverly Tucker 
know.   
 

Joey and Haylee will both be 
off to new adventures next 
year, so come hear what they 
have planned and congratulate 
them on this achievement. 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 There will be a Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, June 17 
to elect a Nominating Commit-
tee. 

 Sunday School will be in recess 
for the summer.  

 Please return your baby bottles 
for the Pregnancy Help Center 
on Fathers’ Day, June 17. 

 We will miss the ARC of Katy 
this summer, as they have 
moved into their own building. 

 Continue to pray for Andrew 
Brunson’s release from prison 
in Turkey. 
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Regarding the church, 
Alignment is the arrange-
ment of all ministries and 
staff around a simple pro-
cess. The authors addressed 
five areas that are key to 
achieving alignment:  

1) Recruit on the process, 

2) Offer accountability,  

3) Implement the same 
process everywhere,  

4) Unite leaders around 
the process, and  

5) Ensure that new minis-
tries fit.  

Cornerstone’s leadership 
will be striving to follow 
these goals in the future. 

 The Session and Deacons 
divided into groups, shared 
prayer requests, and prayed 
for each other. 

 Jonathan Tucker briefly 
addressed our campus secu-
rity concerns. In the near 
future, the Deacons will 

BY TOM LOTT 

 Carter continued our devo-
tional study by reviewing 
Chapter 7 of Rainer and 
Geiger’s book, Simple 
Church. As a reminder, the 
simple church model is 
focused on Clarity, Move-
ment, Alignment and Fo-
cus.  

The primary focus of this 
chapter was on Alignment: 
Maximizing the Energy of 
Everyone. The authors used 
the 1980 United States 
Olympic hockey team as an 
example of being aligned to 
accomplish a purpose. At 
first, when the coach, Herb 
Brooks, asked the players 
who they played for, they 
answered with the names of 
their personal teams. Once 
they became aligned to a 
unified purpose, which was 
to win the gold medal, they 
stated that they “played for 
the United States of Ameri-
ca!”  

meet with the Constable to 
hear about five steps that 
Cornerstone needs to take 
first. From this, he will give 
us an assessment report. 
The leadership will most 
likely also meet with the 
Constable on an upcoming 
Saturday morning. 

 Nathan Cotton reported on 
progress at Haven Church. 
He requested that we pray 
that God will bring a few 
more Christians to help 
with leadership. He is very 
encouraged about Haven’s 
finances for the year since 
the internal giving has been 
very good. Please pray for 
Nathan and his family since 
starting a new church can 
be a difficult process. 

 As always, the Session con-
cluded with prayers for the 
needs at Cornerstone. 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

“THE AUTHORS [OF 

S IMPLE CHURCH]

USED THE 1980 

UNITED STATES 

OLYMPIC HOCKEY 

TEAM AS AN 

EXAMPLE OF BEING 

ALIGNED TO 

ACCOMPLISH A 

PURPOSE .   
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Cornerstone now has a GaGa Ball Pit, thanks to an Eagle Scout project.  
Looks like fun for kids and adults, too! 

Our Deacons have been 
hearing about what steps 

Cornerstone needs to take 
to have a secure campus. 
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KIDS CAMP COMING THIS SUMMER 

enger hunts, and snacks. Each 
date will have different activi-
ties 

Who:  All Cornerstone kids 
ages 3 through 5th grade 
(next fall).  You may invite a 
guest if space allows. 

Cost:  $15 per child per 
day.  Or $35 per family of 3 
or more kids per day. 

What to bring:  Lunch, bath-
ing suit under their clothes, 
swim towel 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

Do your kids need something 
to do this summer? Let them 
spend time growing relation-
ships with their Cornerstone 
siblings and having fun. What 
you need to know: 

When:  Wednesday, June 13 
and/or Wednesday July 11 

Time:  9:00am - 3:00pm 

What:  Activities include 
crafts, cooking, story time, 
bugs, splash/wet play, scav-

Team members raised funds 
for their trip through sales of  
t-shirts, barbeque, and hiring 
themselves out for work at 
Cornerstone members’ 
homes. 

Pastor Pablo Monroy, his wife 
Marta, and other members of 
Coseche de Vida joined Cor-
nerstone members Steve 
Bressler; Joey Gourlay; Jim 
Kolesar; Jack, Carol, and 
Tucker Kutzer; Jeff Magee; 

Carter and Fenton 
Sanger; and Allen 
and Pat White for 
this mission trip. 

We will have a 
more detailed re-
port on their trip 
next month and in 
Carter’s article this 
month. 

The team headed for Guate-
mala on May 24-30 were 
commissioned during worship 
on Sunday, May 20.   

During their six days in Gua-
temala, the team provided 
shoes for children living in the 
city dump at Jalapa and to 
other needy children, sup-
plied rice and beans to be 
distributed by Juan Monroy’s 
church, and attended the 
graduation from seminary of 
Juan Monroy, brother of Pas-
tor Pablo Monroy, whose 
congregation Coseche de Vida 
shares Cornerstone’s facili-
ties.. 

Cornerstone has provided the 
funds for Juan’s education at 
the SETECA Seminary in 
Guatemala City, where EPC 
pastor Paul Branch is on the 
staff.  We look forward to 
hearing about the ministry 
Juan will have following his 
graduation. 

SEND-OFF FOR GUATEMALA TEAM 

A song by the children was a special 
feature of worship on Mother’s Day. 
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NEWS FROM BRIDGES 

sources for food, clothing, 
furniture, rental assistance, 
medical, and mental health 
support. 

• Skill Building:  Educa-
tional information for sur-
vivors on identifying stress 
reactions following a trau-
matic event, productively 
managing stress reactions, 
and building awareness 
about normal reactions to a 
disaster. 

• Grief and Loss:  Educa-
tion, encouragement, and 
support to individuals in the 
grieving process, providing 
coping strategies and 
awareness of common ob-
stacles of the grief process. 

• Disaster Education and 
Awareness:  Educational 
information on disaster 

preparedness and aware-
ness. 

If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to con-
tact Texas Recovering To-
gether via email 
at trt@theharriscenter.org or at 
844-279-6036.  

Texas Recovering Together 
works under the auspices of 
the Harris Center for Mental 
Health and IDD (The Harris 
Center), through the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services.  Funds for this pro-
gram are provided by the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Administration 
(“FEMA”) and Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration 
(“SAMHSA”). 

Texans Recovering Together 
Crisis Counseling Program 
was developed to assist indi-
viduals and families in Harris 
County who were affected by 
Hurricane Harvey in August, 
2017. 

Texas Recovering Together 
provides outreach and coun-
seling services to those affect-
ed by the disaster, offering 
group and in-home counsel-
ing, and resource referrals 
free of charge. 

• Crisis Counseling:  Non-
clinical counseling aims to 
reduce the intensity of an 
individual’s emotional, 
mental, physical and behav-
ioral reactions to a crisis. 

• Resource Refer-
rals:  Immediate need re-
ferrals to community re-

TEXANS RECOVERING TOGETHER 

rebuilding initiative. 
Counting the cost 
A young Middle Eastern Mus-
lim, whom we will call 
“Hussein”, has given his life to 
Christ at great expense.  His 
family has basically disowned 
him for making this decision. 
It is a great encouragement to 
see Hussein’s faith in the Lord 
as he follows Him in obedi-
ence, willing to be rejected 
by his own family.  Please lift 
him up in prayer that God 
would continue to strengthen 
and provide for Hussein as he 
is potentially facing being cut 
off financially from his par-
ents. 
 

Easter Party outreach 
Bridges celebrated Easter 

with their annual Easter Par-
ty.  Around 70 students from 
around the world came for a 
backyard party where there 
was good food and fun games, 
including an Easter Egg hunt.   
 

More importantly, Congolese 
student Lena shared her testi-
mony and a Bridges staff 
member explained the mean-
ing of Christ’s death and res-
urrection.  As a team, they 
will follow up with the stu-
dents who came, many of 
whom expressed a desire to 
talk further about the resur-
rection.  Pray that Jesus will 
bring them into a relationship 
with himself! 

There is some exciting news 
from Daka and Heather.  
They are expecting a new 
baby in November!  They 
have asked for us to:  
• Pray for Heather, as the 

first trimester has been 
more challenging for her 
with the nausea and other 
things. 

• Pray for healthy mama and 
healthy baby. 

 Pray for a smooth pregnan-
cy and delivery. 

 

Recovery efforts 
In other news, they are grate-
ful for over 1000 college stu-
dents with Cru who came 
from all over the U.S. for 
their Spring Break to help 
with the Harvey relief/

“YET THIS IS NO 

CAUSE FOR SHAME , 

BECAUSE I KNOW 

WHOM I HAVE 

BELIEVED , AND AM 

CONVINCED THAT 

HE IS ABLE TO 

GUARD WHAT I 

HAVE ENTRUSTED 

TO HIM UNTIL 

THAT DAY . ” 

2 TIMOTHY 1 :12 

Local help is still availa-
ble for those suffering 

from Hurricane Harvey. 

Daka and Heather are ex-
pecting a new addition to 
their family in November. 
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BY GENE COVER AND TOM 
LOTT  

Carter Sanger, Allen White, 
Jonathan Tucker, Tom Lott, 
and Gene and Linda Cover 
traveled to Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana for the April Gulf 
South Presbytery meeting. 
Also attending was our good 
friend Italo Furieri, who is 
looking forward to complet-
ing his seminary studies very 
soon. Nathan Cotton and 
several members of the Haven 
Church plant also attended.  
 

Dean Weaver, General As-
sembly Moderator this year, 
gave us a report.  He remind-
ed us of EPC’s mission state-
ment and parsed it for us: 

We are a Global Move-
ment as evidenced by the 
missionaries we have every-
where: twenty percent of our 
national budget goes to 
World Outreach.   

We are into Transform-
ing our culture and re-
newing our churches.  

We are Multiplying by 
planting churches: we are 
now 610 churches and have 
42 church plants, which quali-
fies us as a movement and not 
just a healthy denomination.   

We also have an emphasis 
on Effective Biblical 
Leadership.   

Weaver also introduced the 
theme for this year’s General 
Assembly: Forward.  He urged 
us once again to keep the 
main thing, the main thing. 

 

Mark Vanderputt of World 
Outreach described for us the 
things that bring Muslims to 
Christianity: terrible suffer-
ing, dreams and visions, help 
sought and received from 
Christians, disillusionment 
with Islam, visiting Christian 
churches, and contact with 
believers. 

As usual, the worship on Fri-
day evening was special and 
the worship through music 
was exceptional. 

Following is the report from our 
stated clerk, Michael Herrin:  

The Presbytery of the Gulf 
South enjoyed a rich time of 
fellowship and worship at the 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Baton Rouge.  Here are just a 
few highlights of the meeting: 

TE* Phil Linton, Director of 
EPC World Outreach, 
brought greetings to the Pres-
bytery as he opened our 
meeting with prayer. 

The Presbytery accepted the 
invitation of Covenant Mon-
roe to host our April 26 and 
27, 2019 meeting.   

The Presbytery agreed to 
match contributions to the 
building fund for Genesis 
EPC in Mercedes, Texas.  Up 
to $1000 per congregation 
will be matched (with the 
presbytery’s contribution 
capped at $20,000), but con-
tributions need to be sent to 
the Treasurer of the Presby-
tery. 

Our Church Health Commit-
tee announced that the GO 
Center will be featured at our 

September meeting at City of 
Refuge in Houston.  As a fol-
low-up, two regional training 
seminars will be hosted in 
October.   

Four new Candidates for the 
gospel ministry were received 
under care:  Weston Blaha, 
Joshua Hutson, Darin Travis, 
and Robbie Dakel. 

Whitney Alexander and Mark 
Vanderput gave updates on 
the Presbytery’s Engage 2025 
project, and we got to hear 
from three who are planning 
to join the field team in the 
next few months.  A trip to 
the area is being planned 
for September 6 through 14.  
Send an email to: 
matt@woodlandpres.org if you 
are interested in going. 

Whitney Alexander also 
pointed out that a group of 
EPC congregations are send-
ing young people to camp at 
Twin Lakes July 16 through 
20, so others are invited to 
attend as well. 

TE Dean Weaver, Moderator 
of the General Assembly, 
brought greetings to the Pres-
bytery and interpreted the 
work of the GA staff and the 
National Leadership 
Team.  He encouraged every-
one to attend this summer’s 
Assembly in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. (see related article on 
page 8) 

The Presbytery offered nu-
merous prayers for TE An-
drew Brunson.  Friday 
evening’s worship service 

(Continued on page 6) 

GULF SOUTH PRESBYTERY MEETS AT FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH , BATON ROUGE, LA 

“WE ARE MULTI-

PLYING BY PLANT-

ING CHURCHES : 

WE ARE NOW 610 

CHURCHES AND 

HAVE 42 CHURCH 

PLANTS , WHICH 

QUALIFIES US AS A 

MOVEMENT AND 

NOT JUST A 

HEALTHY DENOMI-

NATION . ”  

A good group from Cor-
nerstone attended the 
Presbytery of the Gulf 

South  meeting in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. 



featured a song that he wrote 
while in prison, as well as a 
stirring sermon from TE Ger-
rit Dawson and the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. 

During our Saturday morning 
prayer time, we heard reports 
from TE Tommy Robinson, 
serving Christ EPC in Daph-
ne, Alabama, from TE Bill 
Crawford, serving First 
Thibodaux and First Houma, 
Louisiana, and from TE  

(Continued from page 5) 
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PRESBYTERY MEETING 

The next Presbytery 
meeting will be in Hou-
ston at City of Refuge on 
September 28-29.  This is 
a perfect opportunity for 
Cornerstone members to 
attend a Presbytery meet-
ing.  You will find it in-
teresting and inspiring. 

Carter Sanger, serving Cor-
nerstone in Katy, Texas. 

The Presbytery approved the 
request of TE Raymond Tear 
to be granted Honorably Re-
tired status, effective July 
31 of this year.  TE Hector 
Reynoso offered a prayer of 
blessing for him and Linda, as 
well as for the congregation 
in Ingram, Texas. 

*(TE is short for Teaching Elder, 
the term EPC uses for pastors.) 

mental in bringing to-
gether local pastors 
who had grown apart. 
 

c. Eduardo Ramos 
leads the church where 
I preached on Sunday 
morning. His church 
started an addiction 
recovery center and 
supports a local or-
phanage. 

3. For the elderly home in 
Monjas, Guatemala. We 
met a 19 year-old girl who 
runs this home for 29 for-
gotten elderly people. In 
God’s providence we ar-
rived in an hour of severe 
need and were able to pay 
the past two months of her 
electric bill.  

Pray for this young woman 
as she plans to finish her 
degree in nursing and re-
turn to the home to serve 
long-term. She is one of 
the happiest people I have 
ever met and she serves in, 
what seems to me, a very 
difficult ministry. 

 

4. For future mission teams 
that will follow-up our 
work, many of whom are 
from Houston. 

(about $1150) to finish 
the foundation of a 
new church building. 

 

b. Juan Monroy is the 
pastor we supported in 
his pursuit of a Bible 
degree. His church is 
restarting, and he de-
sires to continue his 
education for another 
year. He was instru-

(Continued from page 1) 

GUATEMALA 

REPORT 

Mark your calendar now 
for the September meet-
ing of Presbytery, which 

will be in Houston. 

Carter and Juan Monroy 
celebrate his graduation 

from seminary. 



 

To the glory of God, 

the EPC family as-

pires to embody and 

proclaim Jesus’ love as 

a global movement of 

congregations en-

gaged together in 

God’s mission 

through transfor-

mation, multiplica-

tion, and effective 

biblical leadership. 

ruling elders, and guests— 
from across the nation gather 
to do the work of making 
decisions for the denomina-
tion, commissioning new 
missionaries, and encourag-
ing each other.  

It is five days filled with net-
working, worship, and inspi-
rational speakers.  Any 
changes to the denomina-
tion’s governing rules are 
also made at General Assem-
bly.  Besides the general ses-
sions, commissioners have a 
choice of a variety of topical 
sessions to attend. 

Brothers, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own. 
But one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and strain-
ing FORWARD to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the up-
ward call of God in Christ 
Jesus . 

Philippians 3:13-14 ESV 

This scripture is the key 
verse for the EPC General 
Assembly, which will meet 
at Hope Church in Memphis, 
Tennessee, this June.  

It is the time that members 
of EPC churches—pastors, 

With the Assembly being 
held in Memphis, there will 
likely be an emphasis on ra-
cial equality and references 
to the death of Martin Luther 
King 50 years ago.  An em-
phasis also is being made to 
engage younger church 
members in the denomina-
tion’s life and work. 

Gene and Linda Cover will 
be there from Cornerstone 
to take part in many of the 
activities. 

Please be in prayer for our 
denomination and its leaders, 
especially during this week.  

1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
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info@cornerstonekaty.org 
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