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 Sign-up to help setup 
the patio on Saturday, or 
cleanup on Sunday 
after lunch. 

BY CARTER SANGER 

August 26 will mark one 
year since the devastating 
rains of Harvey came, 
changing our lives. In the 
worship service at 10:30, 
we’ll give time to reflect 
upon the experience, and 
afterward have a barbecue 
lunch where we can share 
with each other how Harvey 
has affected us. 
 

Schedule: 

 Saturday, Aug 25:  
   Prepare BBQ on the 

patio, setup the patio 
and fellowship hall. 

 Sunday, Aug 26 
o 10:30 a.m. – Worship 

the Lord in remem-
brance of Harvey 

o  Noon – Share our 
experiences over BBQ 
lunch. 

 

What you can do: 

 Invite neighbors that 
you’ve touched or talked 
to about Harvey that 
don’t have a church 
home, and pray for them 
in the weeks leading up 
to the event. 

 Prepare a side dish: 
coleslaw, BBQ beans, 
chips, bread, condi-
ments (meat is provid-
ed) 

 Come out to help 
cook the BBQ on the 
patio. We’ll shoot the 
breeze and enjoy some 
time together. 

HARVEY REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

OFFICER NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

ARE ELECTED  

A Congregational Meeting 
was held following worship 
on Sunday, June 17, to elect 
two members from the con-
gregation at-large to serve 
on the Officer Nominating 
Committee.  

Jim Kolesar and Lee Wil-
liams were elected.  They 
will join Kent Saugier and 

Jonathan Tucker from the 
Session. 

Kent and Jonathan are due 
to rotate off the Session this 
year.  Kent is serving his 
second term and cannot be 
re-elected for a year.  Mark 
Williams and Jack Kutzer 
will rotate off as Deacons.  
Mark is serving his second 

term and must take a year 
off. 

Since we do not take nomi-
nations from the floor when 
officers are elected, please 
give your suggestions to one 
of the members of the Of-
ficer Nominating Commit-
tee. 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 Sunday School will   
resume after Labor Day, 
on September 9.  

 The church office will be 
closed July 16-27,  due 
to vacation schedules. 

 Several of the Cornerstone 
members who went on the 
mission trip to Guatemala 
have written about their 
experience.  Be sure to 
read those in our special 
edition.  
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Invite your friends and neigh-
bors to come remember the 

trials and blessings from 
Hurricane Harvey on      
Sunday, August 25. 



programs; don’t add; 
offer new options, not 
new programs,  

3) Reduce special 
events – combine 
with existing pro-
grams,  

4) Ease of communica-
tion – communicate 
the simple ministry 
process, and  

5) Make it simple to 
understand – under-
standing leads to focus 
and commitment.  

The leaders of Cornerstone 
are currently striving to 
determine exactly what our 
simple process will be and 
how to best implement it. 

   

 The Session and Deacons 
divided into groups, shared 
prayer requests, and prayed 
for each other. 

 In the Financial Report 
summary, John Barrett told 
us that giving for May was 

BY TOM LOTT 

 Carter continued our devo-
tional study by reviewing 
Chapter 8 of Rainer and 
Geiger’s book, Simple 
Church. As a reminder, the 
simple church model is 
focused on Clarity, Move-
ment, Alignment and Fo-
cus. The primary principal 
of this chapter was Focus: 
Saying No to Almost 
Everything.  

 
How does saying no to al-
most everything help us to 
focus on our process? The 
authors addressed five areas 
that are key to this:  
1) Eliminate – be will-

ing to clean out the 
clutter,  

2) Limit adding – we 
should use existing 

under plan by approximate-
ly $2500 and expenses 
were over budget by 
around $3000. This puts us 
a little farther behind for 
the year. Please pray for 
God’s provision. 

 The Security Team met and 
discussed the Constable’s 
report regarding Corner-
stone. There will be a fu-
ture meeting set up with 
him, most likely with the 
church officers. The team 
will check his availability. 

 Nathan Cotton reported on 
progress at Haven Church. 
Finances are looking good 
for 2018, but might be 
more of a challenge next 
year. Please continue to 
pray for Nathan, Alisa, and 
Haven. 

 As always, the Session con-
cluded with prayers for the 
needs at Cornerstone. 

 

JULY 4TH PICNIC WILL BE AT 

THE LOTTS ’ 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
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Tom and Linda Lott have invited 
Cornerstone members and 
friends to celebrate the July 4 
holiday from 4:00—8:00 p.m. 
at their home, 5334 Harris 
Wood Trace, Fulshear.   

Please bring lawn chairs and 
food and beverages for your 
family.  The Lotts’ grill will be 
fired up for those want to cook.  
You can also bring  a pot-luck 

dish to share.  Condiments will 
be provided. 

The pool will be open for those 
who  like to swim, but there 
will be plenty of folks just sit-
ting around and visiting.  This is 
a family affair, so bring the kids. 

If you need directions, call Tom 
or Linda at (713) 501-9627 or 
email them at  
lndlott@gmail.com. 
 

The Session learned 
some key ideas from 

the book Simple 
Church about focus-

ing our efforts. 
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Our Guatemala mission team 
had no sooner gotten home 
than the Fuego volcano erupt-
ed there, causing widespread 
devastation.  But there is still 
an opportunity for us to help 
with the relief effort. 

Four large shipping containers 
have been donated and filled 
with food, water, cooking 
equipment, and other necessi-

ties.  What is lacking is fund-
ing to cover the cost of get-
ting the containers where 
they are most needed—
$4,000. 

A special offering is being 
taken at Cornerstone for this 
effort.  You can still contrib-
ute by placing a check in the 
offering and marking it 
“Guatemala shipping” or by 

giving your donation to Carol 
Kutzer. 

Our own Janette Cogliandro, 
who is fluent in Spanish, has 
offered to go along with the 
containers to help insure that 
the supplies get where they 
are supposed to go. 

Please pray for safety for 
Janette and for all the relief 
efforts. 

YOU CAN HELP WITH GUATEMALA VOLCANO RELIEF 

“A SPECIAL 

OFFERING IS 

BEING TAKEN AT 

CORNERSTONE 

FOR [VOLCANO 

RELIEF] EFFORT . ”  

CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

sure to write clearly and 
include your FIRST & 
LAST names. To en-
courage our kids to read 
the Frontlines newsletter, 
winners must ask Mrs. 
Kutzer for their prize.   

 Kid’s Camps for Cor-
nerstone Kids:      
Make plans to send your 
kids to the second Kids 
Camp this summer.  It is 
scheduled for Wednesday 
July 11, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m.  See Carol 

Kutzer or online for a 
registration form. 

 Get to know our 
Childcare Workers:  
Question of the month:  
If you had a superpower 
what would it be? 

  Ms. Ann Alcorn: 
 Invisibility 

 Ms. Carol Rutar:  
 Invisibility 

 Ms. Kinsey Spain:  
 Teleportation 

 Ms. Laura Garay:   
 Healing 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

 And the winner is…
The winner of June’s 
Lifesaver Game is Bever-
ly Tucker.  Her guess of 
127 came the closest to 
the actual number of 
candies in the jar (156) – 
without going over. Con-
gratulations, Mrs. Tuck-
er! She will receive a 
Chick–fil–A coupon and 
all the candy in the jar. 
Be sure to submit your 
guess for July’s Miscella-
neous Game…and be 

Kid’s Camp will be 
held at Cornerstone 

on Wednesday,  
July 11, from 9:00 
a.m. till 3:00 p.m. 

Register now! 

SUMMER SERMONS CHALLENGE US TO REACH OUT 

How can we give every man, 
woman, and child repeated 
opportunity to hear and re-
spond to the gospel? By 
equipping every man, wom-
an, and child in the church. 
B.L.E.S.S. is a tool Christ 
Together churches are part-
nering to share. 

The acronym stands for: 
BEGIN with prayer 
LISTEN to others 
EAT together 
SERVE others 
SHARE your story 

This has been the focus of 
Carter’s sermon series this 
summer.  If you have missed 

any of them, you can 
listen by going to our 
website: 

cornerstonekaty.org and 

clicking on the Sermons 
tab. 
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WHAT DO YOU MEAN “DRIVING A TRACTOR IS 

NOT ENOUGH?” 

His next attempt at making a 
living was growing rice. Now 
this was something closer to 
what the young man was fa-
miliar. This was the young 
man’s opportunity to correct 
old mistakes and become a 
success.  But old habits die 
hard. Working harder at what 
does not work does not make 
things work. Rice farming 
followed the result of the 
young man’s previous en-
deavors. 

What I am saying is that we 
all grew up on a “farm”.  We 
all learned things from our 
parents, our families, our 
friends and neighbors, and 
from the culture we grew up 
in. Some of the things we 
learned were good and help-
ful.  We also learned things 
that were wrong and ineffec-
tive in our lives today. There 
were also things we needed to 
learn but were not taught and 
we had to figure out on our 
own. That usually means a lot 
of mistakes, a lot of trial and 
error, a lot of fear and insecu-
rity, a lot of failure, and may-
be a moderate level of suc-
cess. 

Take Randolph for example. 
Randolph was a Christian and 
an officer in the church where 
he and his family worshipped. 
One of the things that Ran-
dolph learned on his “farm” 
growing up was that real men 
don’t show emotions. It was 
OK for Randolph to be happy 
and angry, but everything else 
was not really acting like a 
man and was an indication of 
weakness.  

As an engineer Randolph was 
a very good problem solver 
but never really progressed in 
his career due to his poor 
people skills. Randolph kept 
all those who worked with 
him at a distance. When mis-
takes were made Randolph 
would explode, blaming eve-
ryone else, yell and scream, 
and generally become intimi-
dating and threatening just 
like his father had acted to-
ward him when Randolph was 
growing up. Therefore no 
one wanted to work with 
Randolph.   

His wife complained of never 
being able to get close to Ran-
dolph and never feeling loved 
or cared for by him. She was 
tired of struggling to deal 
with his over-the-top explo-
sions of anger directed to-
wards her and the children 
and the neighbors. Randolph, 
in all honesty, saw himself as 
someone who could stand up 
for what he believed, some-
one others could not take 
advantage of, someone solv-
ing problems, pointing out 
mistakes that should be cor-
rected, and protecting his 
family from future mistakes. 
Randolph struggled to hold 
on to this view of himself in 
spite of the overwhelming 
evidence against it.  

Randolph was facing being 
fired for the 6th time in 10 
years and the threat of his 
wife of 15 years leaving him. 
Much to his credit Randolph 
eventually yielded and started 
his long road to spiritual, 
emotional, and relational ma-

BY SAM DOWNING 

A certain young man was 
born and raised on a farm that 
grew cotton, soybeans, and 
corn. His life was spent being 
a kid, going to school, playing 
sports, hanging with friends 
when he could, and working 
on the farm.  His father, be-
ing short on patience, rarely 
took the time to teach his son 
how to be a farmer.  

By the time the young man 
was in high school he could 
drive a tractor with the best 
of them. He also picked up 
some basic knowledge of how 
a farm operates from just 
doing the work and with what 
little knowledge his father 
would share.  

Sometime in the middle of his 
general studies major in col-
lege the young man realized 
that he had to decide what he 
was going to do with his life. 
“I know”, the young man 
thought, “ I’ll go back to the 
farm”.  His father helped the 
young man find a small farm 
to rent and so the young man 
started. However things did 
not go so well. As it turned 
out a farmer needs to know a 
lot more about farming than 
some general agricultural 
knowledge and how to drive a 
tractor.  

When that endeavor failed, 
the next available farming 
opportunity was a dairy farm.  
Tractor driving skills and 
basic knowledge about soy-
bean farming does not make a 
successful dairy farmer so that 
too was a miserable failure. 

“WORKING 

HARDER AT 

WHAT DOES 

NOT WORK 

DOES NOT MAKE 

THINGS WORK . ”  

There is more to farming 
than driving a tractor. 
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turity. Can Randolph change? 
Yes. Will it be easy and 
quick? Probably not? Will it 
be painful? Most likely. Will 
there be relapses, mistakes, 
and errors? Undoubtedly. 
Will Randolph be successful? 
That depends on Randolph’s 
willingness to fully trust him-
self to Christ, face some hard 
truths, grieve some serious 
losses, open himself up to his 
deep-seated fears and insecu-
rities, and learn to trust and 
rely on others and the Word 
of God to help and guide him. 

You and I are not Randolph. 
Yet we have our own false 
beliefs, misinformation, and 
lies that we have learned in 
the past and continue in the 
present. These lies create 
problems that we struggle 
with in our relationship to 
God and His church, with our 
spouses, our children, our 
work and almost every other 

(Continued from page 4) area of our lives. Yet we still 
hold on to them. We do not 
know how to let go of them. 
We do not know what to 
replace them with. We fear 
the consequences of losing 
them because we really don’t 
trust that any other belief will 
produce less pain than holding 
on to the old lies. What are 
we to do? Where do I start in 
trying to deal with the un-
truths I continue to believe? 
How would I know if I am 
living some area of my life on 
an untruth? Where can I get 
help? 

From time to time most of us 
have the thoughts and feelings 
about wanting to talk to 
someone about what is going 
on with me right now. That’s 
probably the Holy Spirit 
prompting you to begin to 
deal with that part of your 
life. I encourage you to seri-
ously consider those 
thoughts. The very first step 

and arguably one of the most 
important steps is to talk to 
someone you trust about 
what is going on in your life 
and what you are struggling 
with in your life.  

Cornerstone has a number of 
options available for you. Our 
pastors, Carter and Allen, are 
willing to listen and help. 
Seek out any of the elders of 
this church: Don Russell, 
Kent Saugier, Jonathan Tuck-
er, Tom Lott, and Ben Col-
ston. Cornerstone also has a 
lay counseling ministry. The 
lay counselors are Sam 
Downing, Evelyn Saugier, 
and Jeff Magee. They have 
spent more than 200 hours 
being trained to listen and 
work with our members and 
friends over a variety of is-
sues. Don’t struggle by your-
self like Randolph. Let us 
help you. 

 

DRIVING A TRACTOR : WE ALL NEED HELP WITH 

OUR “FARMING” 

“FROM TIME TO 

TIME MOST OF US 

HAVE THE 

THOUGHTS AND 

FEELINGS ABOUT 

WANTING TO TALK 

TO SOMEONE 

ABOUT WHAT IS 

GOING ON WITH 

ME RIGHT NOW . 

THAT ’S PROBABLY 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 

PROMPTING 

YOU…” 

Joey Gourlay will be head-
ing to Taiwan for the next 
year, where he will live 
with a Chinese family there 
and learn more of the lan-
guage and culture. 

Haylee Nesbit will 
spend next year at 
Prairie View A&M 
before transferring to 
the main A&M campus 
in College Station.  She 
hopes to become a 
veterinarian. 
 

You can see that the 
graduation gown she 
wore as a PreK student 
at the Early Childhood 
school here at Corner-
stone a few years ago 
still fits her.   

OUR GRADUATES HAVE BIG PLANS  

There are people at 
Cornerstone who are 

ready to listen. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETS IN MEMPHIS 

cannot perform weddings or 
give communion.  After a lot 
of discussion, the motion 
passed. 
 

The other motion was the 
approval of the new Pastoral 
Letter on Human Sexual-
ity.  Two years ago a Position 
Paper on this subject was is-
sued by EPC, which gave our 
stand on sexual issues as we 
understand the Scriptures.  
The Pastoral Letter is much 
longer and gives advice to 
Elders on how to respond to 
questions people have about 
their sexuality.  It is quite 
comprehensive and long - 56 
pages – and worth the read 
for those who are dealing 
with this subject.  The sur-
prise was the lack of any dis-
cussion about this paper; it 
passed unanimously.  Your 
denomination is in the minor-
ity in our culture these days 
on this subject, but we are 
united as a denomination in 
our Biblical stand on these 
issues.   
 

Andrew Brunson’s 
daughter at the assembly 
An intense moment occurred 
when Jacqueline Brunson 
Furnari spoke to us about her 
father, Andrew, who has been 
a political prisoner in Turkey 
since October 2016.  She 
read excerpts from two re-
cent letters she received from 
her father where he expressed 
his desire to be reunited with 
his family, but his also his 
willingness to be used by God 
for whatever purpose He has 
for him in this moment of 
time. 
  
 

Comedian is special treat 
We got a surprise treat for 
the worship on Wednesday 
evening: instead of a tradi-
tional sermon, we had a stand
-up comedian, Michael, Jr.  
He was quite good, with 
some improv segments, and 
then slipped in a powerful 
message.  Sprinkled in 
amongst his comedy routine 
he showed videos of his min-
istries where he steps well 
outside of the norm to reach 
people where they are.   
 

He told us the secret to a 
good joke, and then chal-
lenged with “What’s your 
punch line?”  The evening was 
filmed and will be shown in 
theaters later this summer.  
Hope Church used this as an 
outreach event and they filled 
the 3,000 seat sanctuary.  
Pastor Rufus told us that one 
of the ideas was to show the 
unchurched that Christians 
could have fun and enjoy 
themselves. 
 

New missionaries com-
missioned 
Our new World Outreach 
missionaries were commis-
sioned during worship on 
Thursday evening.  As always, 
it was a moving ceremony 
and the vow about accepting 
possible martyrdom hit home 
particularly hard this year.  
 

State of the church 
Jeff Jeremiah, our Stated 
Clerk, gave a report which 
revealed that our denomina-
tion’s membership and wor-
ship attendance is down for 
2017 compared to 2016, 
which needs to be noticed.  

(Continued on page 7) 

BY GENE COVER 
 

Gene and Linda Cover at-
tended the 38th General As-
sembly of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church on June 
26-29 at Hope Church in 
Cordova, Tennessee, an east 
suburb of Memphis.  This is 
the annual gathering of all the 
EPC churches. 
 

The lead pastor of this con-
gregation is Rufus Smith, the 
former pastor of City of Ref-
uge here in Houston.  Hope 
Church, a relatively young 
church, has become the larg-
est church in our denomina-
tion with over 8,300 mem-
bers and has successfully 
found how to attract and min-
ister to a multi-racial congre-
gation.  Their congregation is 
the size of our entire presby-
tery!  There were 724 com-
missioners at the GA meet-
ing: 422 Teaching Elders and 
302 Ruling Elders, and we 
occupied only about a quarter 
of their sanctuary.  Here are 
some of the highlights from 
the GA meeting:   
 

Two important motions 
There were two motions that 
were potentially controver-
sial.  One had to do with al-
lowing churches with pastors 
to hire Commissioned Pas-
tors.  This is a position that is 
usually used for small church-
es who are having a hard time 
finding a ordained pastor to 
fill their pulpit.  Commis-
sioned Pastors are Ruling 
Elders who do not have a 
theological degree but are 
examined by presbytery to 
determine their ability to 
preach with accuracy.  They 

“YOUR DENOMI-

NATION IS IN 

THE MINORITY IN 

OUR CULTURE 

THESE DAYS ON 

[HUMAN SEXUALI-

TY] , BUT WE ARE 

UNITED AS A DE-

NOMINATION IN 

OUR B IBLICAL 

STAND ON THESE 

ISSUES . ”   

Andrew Brunson’s daugh-
ter shared from some 

letters she has received 
from him. 



The next Men’s TWC is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
July 7 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
home of the Lotts.  
 

TWCs are events for men 
who attend Cornerstone 
(and their friends) to en-
joy time together discuss-
ing theology. Bring your 
favorite beverage and 
munchies if you are able. 
Contact Tom Lott at   
713-501-9627 for more 
information.    

lenged us to go out and be 
harvesters.  We would be 
happy to loan you the DVD.  
It would be good to show at 
your small group meeting. 
 

Linda and I love to go to 
Presbytery and General As-
sembly meetings because we 
get to attend some great 
worship services and it gives 
us a chance to see friends we 
have made through the years 
in the EPC.   
 

We had a long visit with Rob 
Hock, who was Corner-
stone’s first Youth Associate 
back in the mid-1990’s.  We 
sponsored his seminary edu-
cation at Gordon Conwell, 

Problematical is that the data 
for 2016 were based on only 
65% of the churches report-
ing, with estimates for the 
non-reporting churches, but 
2017 had 90% reporting.  
The better data for 2017 will 
be the benchmark going for-
ward.  There is a considera-
ble program available to help 
churches that are plateaued 
or in decline. 
 

Follow-up 
We bought a DVD of Rufus 
Smith’s sermon; he was in 
his usual good form.  Rufus’ 
message was on “How does 
Jesus see your city?” based on 
Matthew 9:35-38.  He chal-

(Continued from page 6) and he is now the head pastor 
at the 1,000-member South-
port EPC church in Indianap-
olis.  Rob and Kimmy were 
married at Cornerstone.  
Kimmy is undergoing treat-
ment for breast cancer and is 
doing as well as can be ex-
pected with it. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY BRINGS FOLKS TOGETHER 

1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
 

(281) 579-1080 

info@cornerstonekaty.org 

 
On the Web @ 

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

 
 

Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

The Covers enjoyed a visit 
with former youth leader 

Rob Hock at General    
Assembly. 


