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mon theme in those that 
were healthiest—their mis-
sion and method was sim-
ple.  
 

Over time, most churches 
tend to add a little here and 
a little there to address par-
ticular needs as they arise. It 
sounds good as they seem to 
have a lot to offer. But the 
reality is that their energy 
and focus is so divided that 
little gets done well, or at 
least as well as it could, and 
there is less and less 
“togetherness.”  
 

If you ask people in com-
plex churches what the next 
step is in following Jesus, 
you get as many answers as 
people. You may get it your 
way, but you also may be 
alone in your way. That’s 
not Jesus’ plan.  
 

So, we will continue to look 
to simplify our mission and 

(Continued on page 3) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

There are so many things 
we can follow. We follow 
people on social media. We 
follow news outlets. We 
follow auctions. We follow 
the party 
line. We 
follow ath-
letes and 
mentors and 
gurus. We 
follow career 
paths and 
education tracks.  
 

As believers of Jesus, we 
first follow Christ. All of 
these other things that we 
chase after, God knows that 
we need them (at least 
some of them), and he is 
faithful. Following Jesus is 
the solution to the anxiety 
that chasing after all of these 
other things creates. 
 

This call to follow Jesus is 
given to his disciples. While 

we tend to think of it as an 
individual call, it is really a 
corporate call. We were 
never meant to follow 
alone. This is why Jesus 
calls disciples together to 

follow him. 
This is why 
he spent so 
much time in 
his last teach-
ing on the 
new com-
mand to love 
one another. 

To follow Jesus is to follow 
together.  
 

Here’s Cornerstone’s 2019 
strategy for following Jesus 
together. First, we want to 
simplify. This past year 
(2018), the officers have 
been working through a 
book by Thom Rainer 
called, Simple Church.  Dr. 
Rainer conducted extensive 
surveys of a variety of 
churches and noted a com-

FOLLOWING JESUS IN 2019 

LADIES EVENING BIBLE STUDY BEGINNING    

BY JENNIFER MAGEE 

There will be an evening 
women’s Bible Study every 
Tuesday night beginning 
January 15 and lasting till 
April 16.   

We will meet from 7:00 to 
8:00 p.m. in the church 
den.  Childcare will be pro-
vided.  

We will choose the book 
and/ or topic at the first 

meeting. I have some ideas 
from which to choose. You 
are welcome to join me. 
Contact me at  
832-265-0270 or at  

jjmagee@earthlink.net. 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST : 

 Work on the 2019 Church 
Directory will begin soon.  
Send your best Christmas 
family photo to Carol 
Kutzer. 

 Thanks to everyone who 
helped decorate (and undec-
orate) the buildings for 
Christmas.  They looked 
beautiful! 

 Normal church schedule will 
resume on Sunday, January 
13. 

 Be looking for our Annual 
Report, which will be com-
ing at the end of this month. 
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Kutzer for their prize.   

 Valentine’s Parents’ 
Night Out:  On Friday, 
February 8 at 6:00 p.m. 
parents may drop off 
their children in their PJs 
at Cornerstone and then 
spend a few hours cele-
brating Valentine’s to-
gether.   

 Please send a dinner with 
them, a blanket and a 
pillow. We will provide 
a dessert, a craft or two, 
and popcorn while they 
watch a movie.  Children 
should be picked up at or 
before 10:00 p.m.   

 The cost is $10 for the 
first child; $5 each addi-
tional child.  Please con-
tact the Carol Kutzer by 
Thursday, February 7, to 
register your kiddos.  We 
do not want the cost to 
be prohibitive, therefore 
if you would like to spon-

BY CAROL KUTZER 

 And the winner is…
The winner of Decem-
ber’s Starbright Mints 
Candy Game is Shea Bil-
brey. She is a student of 
Liberty Classical which 
meets on our campus.  
Her guess of 188 was the 
closest to the exact num-
ber of mints in the jar 
(198) without going 
over.  

 Congratulations, Miss 
Shea! She will receive a 
Chick–fil–A coupon and 
all the candy in the jar. 
Be sure to submit your 
guess for January’s Sweet 
Stripes Peppermint Can-
dy Game…and be sure 
to write clearly and 
include your FIRST & 
LAST names. To en-
courage our kids to read 
the Frontlines newsletter, 
winners must ask Mrs. 

sor a family, please con-
tact Carol at  

 (281) 579-1080 or info 
 @CornerstoneKaty.org.   

 Wanted:  If you are 
cleaning out your chil-
dren’s closets anytime 
soon, please keep our 
nursery in mind.  Items 
we could use include:  
toddler-size shorts, leg-
gings, and t-shirts; out-
grown diapers; napping 
pads/mats; and light 
blankets. 

 Get to know our 
Childcare Workers:  
Question of the month:  
What is your favorite 
musical instrument? 

 Ms. Ann Alcorn: Guitar 

 Ms. Carol Rutar: Piano 

 Ms. Kinsey Spain:  
Drums, piano, flute, & 
guitar 

 Ms. Laura Garay:  Violin 

LADIES ’ MORNING BIBLE STUDY TO 

RESUME THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 
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BY BEVERLY TUCKER 
 

Please join us as we continue a 
look at hospitality through Rosaria 
Butterfield’s book, The Gospel 
Comes With a House Key. Ms. 
Butterfield is a writer, speaker, 
homemaker, and former tenured 
professor of English at Syracuse 
University. She is married to Kent 
Butterfield, a Reformed Presby-
terian pastor in North Carolina.  
 

In her book, Butterfield describes 
how “God used an invitation to 
dinner in a modest home, from a 

humble couple who lived out the 
gospel daily, simply, and authenti-
cally” to draw her to Christ.  
 

Books are available to purchase on 
January 17 for $12 each (checks 
made to Cornerstone EPC). 
 

We will meet on Thursday morn-
ings from 9:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary building. Child-
care for infants through preschool-
aged children is available. If you 
have questions, please contact 
Beverly Tucker. 

The Session and Dea-
cons did not meet in 

December. 
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CORNERSTONE'S GRACE FOR KATY'S KRAUSE 

CHILDREN'S CENTER 

the remaining girls:   
Slides, 2 pairs of slippers, 
Shorts, a beautiful Unicorn 
stuffed animal, two Harry 
Potter books, 3 Drawing 
pads, 6 Composition books, 3 
sets of pencils, 2 Journals, 3 
blankets, many fun and warm 
socks, a great variety of 
makeup, a Texas Longhorn 
flag, Uno, 2 Longhorn hood-
ies, 9 Scrapbooks and many 
extra pages, body cream and 
shower gel, puzzles, 3 water 
bottles, and Academy and 
Target gift cards.  Such bless-
ings!!!!   

The 12-17 year old girls at 
the Children's Center have 
survived extraordinarily hard 
circumstances, experiencing 
severe abuse or neglect.  Be-
ing a part of the residential 

program, they begin to grow 
and heal through in-depth 
clinical therapy, personal de-
velopment activities and spir-
itual care in a safe set-
ting.  Girls stay an average of 
six to eight months, and  are 
either reunited with their 
biological family or are con-
nected with a foster family 
after living at Krause. 

Let's continue to pray for 
these girls, that our Father 
would protect them, and 
bless them with healing and 
strength as they grow and 
develop a sense of normalcy 
in their lives.   

Thank you Cornerstone Fami-
ly, for being a part of their 
lives during such a difficult 
time.  

BY DEBI BARRETT 

Last month Cornerstone 
adopted Katy's Krause Chil-
dren's Center by selecting 
ornaments from the Christ-
mas Tree in our foyer and 
buying items to be donated to 
the young girls living at the 
Center.   

We specifically adopted a 
young 14-year-old named 
Caitlin, and prayed for her 
and the 60-some other 
girls.  Thank you to the Sun-
day School children who 
made over 60 beautiful 
Christmas cards to be given to 
each girl, and thank you to all 
who donated so generously.   

Here's a list of all that we 
took to the Center for Cait-
lin, and extras to be given to 

OUR GOAL:  FOLLOWING JESUS 

lationship with God, but not a 
private one, not an isolated, 
individual one. It is always 
shaped by the church. Much 
of 1 Corinthians 10-13 is 
about this very thing. After 
we look at the Church, we’ll 
take a walk through prayer in 
the Psalms.  
 
Excited to follow Jesus with 
you this year, 

Carter 

method of following Jesus at 
Cornerstone. In our Session 
retreat this fall, our mission 
statement “rough draft” is 
something like this:  
 

“Cornerstone seeks to make disci-
ples that  

 worship God,  

 love in community,  

 and serve the world.”  
 

This helps us simplify our 
disciple-making process. We 
want to lead people to wor-
ship, engage them in a small 

(Continued from page 1) group, and equip them to 
serve.  

In terms of worship this year, 
we will finish the book of 
John and follow that up with 
a study on the church. It is so 
easy to drift into the “me and 
Jesus” way of thinking so 
prevalent in pop-Christian 
cultures. But “me and Jesus” 
thinking is about as misplaced 
as rats in the pantry.  
 

Jesus’ commands come to us 
in the plural. He certainly 
invites us into a personal re-

Thanks for your gen-
erous gifts to bless 

Caitlin and the other 
girls at the Krause 

Center. 

Following Jesus helps us put 
other things in perspective. 
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“ . . .YOU CAN 

STILL SIGN UP 

TO BEGIN A 

MENTORING 

RELATIONSHIP . ” 

Although we are sad that the 
Furieris will not be returning 
to Houston, in God’s provi-
dence Italo will be accepting a 
call as Associate Pastor of 
Children and Family Ministry 
at Faith Presbyterian in Cov-
ington, Louisiana.  

The Furieris will move from 
Vicksburg, where Italo has 
been ministering as he com-
pletes his seminary degree, to 

Mandeville, Louisiana, in mid
-January.  Look for more 
from Italo on their next ad-
venture in next month’s 
newsletter. 

Cornerstone has been in-
volved in supporting Italo’s 
desire to be a pastor by your 
contributions to the Seminary 
Scholarship Fund, which has 
helped the Furieris meet ex-
penses while at seminary. 

We rejoice with Italo Furieri 
and his family that he is com-
pleting his studies at Cove-
nant Theological Seminary 
and will be ordained as an 
EPC pastor in April, 2019.  
He has one on-line class to 
complete in January and will 
“walk” at the graduation cere-
mony in May.  He will be 
examined for ordination at 
the April meeting of presby-
tery. 

ITALO IS GRADUATING! 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE…. 

We had more ladies who 
were willing to mentor than 
we had mentees this year—
quite a change.   

Several pairs have already 
begun meeting, but since the 
ministry is more open-ended 
this year you can set your own 
start and stop time. 

If you would like to find out 
more about the ladies who are 
ready to be mentors, just 
email me at  

cover.linda@yahoo.com or 

call me at 713-474-7787.   

BY LINDA COVER 

Although Heart-to-Heart had 
its official kick-off last fall, 
with the new program that 
we are trying out, you can 
still sign up to begin a men-
toring relationship. 

 

brothers and sisters a warm 
Texas welcome!  Besides the 
business meetings, we will 
provide a dinner on Friday 
evening and a continental 
breakfast Saturday morning 
(along with lots of snacks).  
Look for an announcement 
on the formation of a Presby-
tery Welcome Committee to 
help those attending find their 
way around.  Evelyn Saugier 
will be speaking to the ladies 
who come along on Friday 
evening. 

ment.  One of their goals will 
be to support church plants in 
the Gulf South area. 

We are sad that Christ EPC in 
Houston is considering leav-
ing the EPC and transferring 
their membership to the 
PCA, a more conservative 
denomination.  Their mem-
bership will take a final vote 
on this issue in January.   
 

In September, we will host 
the Presbytery meeting here 
at Cornerstone, so get ready 
to help out and give our 

Presbytery of the Gulf South 
will meet in Jackson, Missis-
sippi, on Friday and Saturday, 
January 25-26.  Gene and 
Linda Cover, Tom Lott, 
Carter Sanger, Jonathan 
Tucker, Allen White will be 
there from Cornerstone to 
attend to the business of our 
denomination. Nathan Cotton 
and Italo Furieri will also be 
along.  Please be praying for 
wisdom for these folks.  
 

A new committee is being 
established which will focus 
on New Church Develop-

PRESBYTERY WILL MEET IN JACKSON ,  

MISSISSIPPI 

Congratulations to 
Italo Furieri on com-
pleting his seminary 
degree.  He will be 

ordained as a pastor in 
April. 

Representatives from the 
EPC churches in the Gulf 

South region will have their  
quarterly meeting on  

January 25-26. 
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WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO? 

New officers were in-
stalled as Session mem-
bers and Deacons dur-
ing the worship service 
on Sunday, December 
2.  They will each serve 
three-year terms. 

New Session members 
are Gene Cover and 

Sam Downing.  Dea-
cons are Steve Bressler 
and Jeff Magee. 

Please pray for wisdom 
for these men as they 
seek to lead Corner-
stone. 

Each year our Extending 
Grace Committee receives 
many request for supporting 
funds.  It is the policy at Cor-
nerstone to earmark at least 
10 % of our expenditures for 
missions-oriented work, and 
the committee strives to sup-
port those individuals and 

causes that are in line with 
our stated goals.  Below are 
the missionaries and mission-
oriented organizations which 
will receive support this year.  
Some are local and some 
reach across the world.      

 

If you would like to know 
more about any of these, just 
talk to one of the members of 
the Extending Grace Com-
mittee: Debi Barrett, Joe & 
Janette Cogliandro, Gene 
Cover, Pricilla Lacy, Tom 
Lott, Allen White, and Jim 
Yuvancic 

OFFICERS INSTALLED FOR 

2019 

Nick & Amanda Unnerstall $4,500 

Missions Conference 1,000 

Daka & Heather Dyussekov 6,000 

Bob Roane  2,500 

Katy Christian Ministries 1,200 

Christ Clinic Katy 2,400 

Nour & Rebecca Botros  6,000 

Pregnancy Help Center 1,200 

Aidar Yermekbayev  2,400 

Nathan Cotton 12,000 

Wings of Hope (Jeremiah Situka) 1 ,800 

Crosslife Ministries (Jonathan Shumate) 2,400 

The following will also be paid from the Strategic     
Reserve Fund: 
Haven EPC  $18,000 
National Day of Praer        500 
 
The Seminary Scholarship Fund (supported by designat-
ed donations) contributed $21,019 to Italo Furieri’s 
expenses at Covenant Theological Seminary in 2018.  
Italo has completed his degree and will be taking the 
field as an ordained pastor in 2019. 

A minimum of 
10% of Corner-
stone’s budget 

goes to missions 
each year. 
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PARADE IS A BIG SUCCESS 

With two “floats”—one of 
which was actually a boat—a 
truck, and quite a few walk-
ers, we handed out candy and 
invitations to our Christmas 
Eve service to folks who came 
out to watch. 

We learned that there are 
more people at the end of the 

parade than at the beginning, 
so we’ll be more careful with 
the handouts next time.  Eve-
ryone who took part had a 
great time and enjoyed the 
cookie swap at the clubhouse 
afterwards. 

Mark your calendar to be part 
of the parade next year!  

A large group of adults and 
kids from Cornerstone took 
part in the Memorial Parkway 
Christmas Parade on Satur-
day, December 15. The pa-
rade wound through the 
neighborhood, greeting those 
who came out to watch. 
 
 

THE MEMORIAL 

PARKWAY 

CHRISTMAS  

PARADE WAS 

FUN FOR ALL !  
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Katy, Texas 77450 
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Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

Ready to become a Katy ISD 
KEYS Mentor?  Apply here:  

https://
publicbiapps.katyisd.org/
KEYSMentorApplication/
Default.aspx. 

tor to a male student in Katy 
ISD.  Men Who Mentor also 
provides support for existing 
male mentors and an oppor-
tunity for seasoned mentors 
to share their mentoring ex-
periences in Katy ISD.  

Currently, male students at 
every Katy ISD campus are 
waiting for a mentor.  If 
you're a guy who has ever 
thought about being a men-
tor, please join us.  If you are 
a guy who already mentors, 

please join us and bring a 
friend or two.  RSVP by 
Tuesday, January 15 here:  

https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
TZ5C7C9 

Friday, January 18, 2019 
7:30 -  9:00 a.m. 

Legacy Stadium Commu-
nity Room 

7:30 - 7:45 - Check-in, 
breakfast and networking 

7:45 - 9:00 - All about KEYS 
 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

Keep Encouraging Youth to-
ward Success – KEYS – the 
Katy ISD mentor program, 
will host the Men Who Men-
tor Breakfast on Friday, Janu-
ary 18 from 7:30-9:00 a.m. 
at the Legacy Stadium Com-
munity Room.  

This annual event provides 
KEYS Mentor Program infor-
mation and recruits men in-
terested in becoming a men-


