
JANUARY 2021 

FRONTLINES 

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

VOLUME 16, ISSUE 

good for the purity of the 
church, but it’s bad for the 
people who leave and hard 
for the people they leave 
behind.  

How does it happen? It’s 
often a slow fade and it’s 
already started for many. 
While streaming worship 
has provided a benefit to 
some, it’s facilitating a slow 
fade for others. It makes it 
easy to forgo the gathering 
of God’s people under a 
guise of worship. 

How do you prepare for 
such hard times? You drink 
deeply from the well of 
God’s grace. When God’s 
grace becomes more pre-
cious than anything else, 
then the coming threats 
won’t pull you away. God 
will hold you secure. This is 
what we see with the 

(Continued on page #) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

As relieved as you might be 
to say goodbye to 2020, 
don’t be so anxious to wel-
come 2021. I fear the pan-
demic merely provided 
cover for struggles that lie 
ahead. Without going into 
the details of how or why 
(though it has to do with the 
emergence from the shad-
ows of critical theories, 
revisionist history, identity 
politics, etc.) I fear the 
church and the Christian 
faith will come under attack 
more and more.  

I don’t write this to scare 
you. Historically when the 
church has come under at-
tack it has often thrived. It 
follows the familiar story of 
the Old Testament people 
of God who drew closer to 
God when they faced 
threats. I write this to warn 

you. Drawing close to God 
historically has come at a 
cost. Many died or chose to 
walk the way of the nations 
that threatened them. In 
essence, hard times often 
purify the church by purg-
ing its dross. 

Hard times, including per-
secution by governments, 
social pressures, and pan-
demics, help reveal why we 
choose to associate with the 
church. Is it because we 
enjoy the community? Is it 
because it provides me a 
sense of “rightness” to my 
life? The person who calls 
himself a Christian but has a 
faith rooted more in the 
benefits of the Christian 
culture than in Christ will 
reach a point when attend-
ing worship and being part 
of the church isn’t worth 
the cost anymore. That’s 

Drink Deeply from the Well of God’s 

Grace 

NEW OFFICERS ELECTED 

A Congregational meeting 
was held on Sunday, De-
cember 20, to elect two 
officers.  Jim Kolesar was 
elected to serve as an Elder, 
and Todd Elgie was elected 

to the Diaconate.  They will 
each serve for three years.  
 

Currently serving on the 
Session are Ben Colston, 
Gene Cover, Sam Down-
ing, and Tom Lott. 

Deacons are Steve Bressler, 
Jeff Magee, Jeremy Smith, 
and Mark Williams. 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 Sunday School will re-
sume on January 10.  Call 
Carol if you can help. 

 Worship is taking place 
both in the sanctuary and 
on the patio at 10:30 
a.m. 
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Even through these times, 
we cannot allow ourselves to 
be truly divided and pull 
away. We have to follow the 
Biblical process and do what 
God has called us to do, to 
love one another, and to 
forgive. We have to hold 
each other up, and not tear 
each other down.   

 

 John Barrett presented the 
proposed 2021 Cornerstone 
budget of $380,000. This is 
the same amount as in 2020. 
Please continue to pray that 
God will provide for us in 
the following year and years, 
as He always has. 

 

 Nathan Cotton reported on 
our church plant, Haven. It 
has been a year of transition 
in which Haven has added 
new families and some new 
members; however, even 
though the numbers have 
stayed relatively the same, 
there are different people 
attending.  

 

 Nathan has discussed moving 
from the current gym, away 
from old Katy since most of 
the people don’t live there. 
Since Cosecha de Vida is no 

BY TOM LOTT 
 

 The regular November 
Session Meeting was moved 
to Tuesday, December 1. 

 

 At the meeting, Carter 
gave a devotional starting 
with Ephesians 6:10, 
“Finally, be strong in the 
Lord and in the strength of 
his might,” continuing into 
Ephesians 6:20.  

 

 We as believers have to 
realize there is an evil pow-
er that we are dealing with 
in today’s climate; we are 
engaged in a spiritual battle 
in which church members 
are divided. There is a real 
enemy whose role is to 
disguise his efforts. In this 
time, it is incumbent on us 
to lock arms and fight the 
battle.  

 

 Remember that we aren’t 
called to see everything 
through the same set of 
eyes, but to love each oth-
er. There will be a variety 
of opinions, along with 
grumbling, the pointing of 
fingers, holding of grudges, 
and seeds of dissension. 

longer worshipping in Cor-
nerstone’s gym, the possibil-
ity exists that Haven would 
be able to use that space. 
There was discussion about 
meeting at the same time as 
Cornerstone, and that 
doesn’t seem feasible. Haven 
will begin meeting in Cor-
nerstone’s gym at 4:30 in the 
afternoon on Sunday, Janu-
ary 10.  

 

 The Session examined the 
two new officer candidates, 
Jim Kolesar for Elder, and 
Todd Elgie for Deacon. They 
were examined regarding 
their personal testimonies, 
understanding of the offices, 
theological views, church 
history, and ecclesiology. 
Both Jim and Todd were 
unanimously approved. They 
will be installed at a future 
church service, and Todd 
will be ordained. A congre-
gational meeting was held to 
elect them as officers on Sun-
day, December 20.  

 

 As always, the meeting con-
cluded with Shepherding and 
Care Group concerns and 
prayer. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
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“HAVEN WILL BEGIN 
MEETING IN COR-

NERSTONE’S GYM AT 
4:30 IN THE AFTER-

NOON ON SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 10.” 
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Thursday morning Bible 
study group will look at 

the book of Hosea. 

LADIES ’ TUESDAY EVENING GROUP WILL 

CONTINUE THEIR STUDY OF JUDGES 

Then we will move to the 
books, Sumatra with the Sev-
en Churches by Sandra Glahn 
and  Frappe with Philippians 
by Sandra Glahn. We meet on 
Tuesday nights from 7:00 pm 
to 8:00 pm on Zoom.  
 

The women participating in 
the Bible Study will make a 

collective decision when we 
will start back face-to-face. I 
am hopeful that we will be 
face-to-face sooner than later.  
 

If you would like to partici-
pate, please let me know. 
Text or call Jennifer Magee at  
832-265-0270. You are al-
ways welcome!  

BY JENNIFER MAGEE 

The evening women’s Bible 
Study will begin on Tuesday 
evening, January 5 , from 
7:00 pm to  8:00 pm. We 
will continue with Judges 
chapters 6 to 9 (Week three 
of Java with Judges by Sandra 
Glahn).  

CORNERSTONE’S DONATIONS TO THE 

PREGNANCY HELP CENTER 

BY DEBI BARRETT 
 

Immediately after our won-
derful food drive in Novem-
ber where Cornerstone mem-
bers were able to provide 25 
boxes full of Thanksgiving 
meals to Katy Christian Min-
istries, we began another do-
nation drive to help mothers 
and their babies at The Preg-
nancy Help Center of Katy.   
 

Many of you took an orna-
ment or two from the Christ-
mas Tree in our Foyer and 

purchased items for the fami-
lies that come to the Center. 
 

In only three short weeks, 
our church family provided 
nearly 400 diapers, over 
1,000 wipes, several pacifi-
ers, many sleepers, onesies 
and newborn sets, towels 
with wash cloths, a safety set, 
soap and lotion, even a fleece 
throw, and many gift 
cards!  What an amazing re-
sponse, and such a showing of 
God's love and His provision. 
 

Thank you so much, church 
family, for your generosity 
and care in taking the time 
during this busy season to 
share in this local mis-
sion.  Praising God for you! 

BY BEVERLY TUCKER 
 

The Cornerstone women’s 
study will resume Thursday, 
February 4at 9:30 a.m. We 
will study Hosea: God’s Per-
sistent Love, by Dale and 
Sandy Larsen. It is a 12-week 
study that will conclude 
Thursday, April 29.   
 

Hosea is a story of God’s 
faithfulness.  “He never gives 

up. When we stray or make a 
mistake, God continues to 
pursue us with a relentless 
love, In Hosea’s unfailing love 
for his wayward wife, he lived 
out the way God loves his 
people. His story is a remind-
er that God will never aban-
don us”.  
 

The Thursday morning group 
has been meeting outside the 

sanctuary during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Childcare will 
be available for pre-school 
aged children. Books will be 
available to purchase on the 
first day of the study. 
 

Please join us to read and 
discuss the life of the prophet 
Hosea and to hear God’s mes-
sage to us through His word. 

LADIES’ MORNING BIBLE STUDY WILL BEGIN  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
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HAVEN IS MOVING ! 

Of course, as we look back 
this year has been full of chal-
lenges and hardships. We had 
students who lost their loved 
ones due to Covid complica-
tions back home, many were 
depressed and feeling hope-
less, personally for our family 
we lost a dear friend to cancer 
a week ago, yet we know the 
Lord is on His throne and His 
Kingdom shall never end.  
 

There are of course praises as 
well. We praise God for 2 
students from a Muslim back-
ground who have placed their 
faith in Christ, on top of that 
we had a few students who 
were baptized and growing in 
their faith. Despite the pan-
demic we continued serving 
and meeting our students 
virtually and some physically. 
Our Bible studies are still 
going via Zoom and we are 
very grateful for an oppor-
tunity to have some of the 
students who went back 
home to join us. 
 

 Lastly, if the Lord is leading 
you to make an end of the 
year gift, please consider 
supporting our ministry. It 
has been a hard year for 
many, and we lost some sup-
port due to the pandemic and 
people losing their jobs. The 
Lord is faithful, and He al-
ways provides for all our 
needs. 
 

Thank you for your consider-
ation and for your partnership 
in reaching the future leaders 
of the world with the hope of 
Christ. It is an honor to rep-
resent Jesus alongside you to 
many of the international 
students making their way 
during this difficult year in 
Houston and beyond.  
 

Blessing to you and Merry 
Christmas from our family to 
yours! 

The Dyussekov 

family 

Prayer requests and praises: 
• Praise God for Jesus who 
came to us as a human and 

Dear friends, 
“For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful Counse-
lor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
greatness of his government and 
peace there will be no end. 
 

He will reign on David’s throne 
and over his kingdom, establish-
ing and upholding it with justice 
and righteousness from that time 
on and forever. The zeal of the 
LORD Almighty will accomplish 
this.”  Isaiah 9:6-7 
 

I shared this passage during 
our Christmas party with the 
international students last 
week. As we gathered around 
with masks and socially dis-
tant, I’ve shared about how 
we can find peace and life in 
Jesus, who is God who came 
to earth in the form of a man. 
It’s always a joy to share this 
Christmas message with our 
students from around the 
world. 
 

NEWS FROM DAKA 

through Haven, and I expect 
Him to do great things in the 
days, months, and years to 
come.  
 

Our new home will be in the 
gym at Cornerstone, with the 
Sunday service beginning at 
4:30 p.m.  Nursery is available 
for ages 4 and under. 
 

We will be thanking the Lord 
for the work he has done 

BY NATHAN COTTON 
 

We’re ringing in the new 
year at our NEW LOCA-
TION with kid friendly spac-
es, room to spread out, and a 
home to call our own. 
 

It is with great excitement 
that we embark on this new 
chapter of Haven's story to-
gether. I praise God for all 
that He has done in and 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

AND PRAISES 

 Praise God for Jesus 
who came to us as a 
human and that we 
can have life everlast-
ing in him. 

 Pray for the students 
who came to our 
Christmas party and 
that the seeds of 
God’s word will pro-
duce fruit. 

 Pray for our Vision 
Conference. It will be 
January 1-3 and will 
be virtually this year. 

Haven is leaving their 
former home at BONA 
Fitness and moving into 

the gym at  
Cornerstone. 

through BONA Fitness and 
for blessing us with such a 
hospitable community to 
start Haven. 
 

No services will be held on 
Sunday, December 27 and 
January 3, as we will be 
moving. 
e days, months, and years to 
come.  
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“WHILE UPSETTING, 
THAT IS NOT WHAT 

RAISED MY CONCERN. IT 
WAS THE STATED RA-

TIONAL FOR THEIR DECI-

SION THAT SHOOK ME 
PROFOUNDLY.” 

The mortality rate for over 65 
year-olds is 10%. The mortal-
ity rate, last time I checked, 
for those younger than 65 
was .9 %. Older Americans 
die at a rate 10 times the rate 
of younger Americans. The 
CDC made their decision 
knowing this will lead to 
more over 65 year olds dying 
before they get the vaccine. 
This is given scant attention in 
their report.  
 

It appears to me as if that is a 
given and totally acceptable as 
long as the ends of social jus-
tice (however that is defined 
by those they are listening to) 
are met. This runs counter, 
according to The Times, to 
recommendations by the 
World Health Organization, 
National Academies of Sci-
ence, and many other coun-
tries.  The CDC’s decision 
seem to be a prime example 
of progressive thinking on 
racial justice leading other-
wise intelligent people to take 
a position apparently based on 
critical social theory thinking 
rather than the cultural norm 
of taking care of the elderly 
and rather than good science.  
 

Does that remind you of Ger-
many in the 1930’s? It should.  
Second, school districts in 
Seattle and San Diego put 
their teachers through train-
ing to encourage “bankrupting 
their white privilege” by fo-
cusing on social justice in the 
classroom. The training start-
ed by asking teachers to 
acknowledge that they are 
meeting on “the ancestral 

lands and traditional territo-
ries of the Puget Sound Coast 
Salish People”, which was 
followed by “Stolen Labor 
Acknowledgments” asking 
them to recognize that the 
U.S. was “built off the stolen 
labor of kidnapped African 
and enslaved Black people’s 
work, which created profits 
that created our nation” ac-
cording to leaked documents 
from the training reported by 
Christopher Rufo. 
 

The training then focused on 
the theme of power held by 
white people. One slide said 
“We need to be mindful 
about power and privilege in 
racial relationships.  Because 
of the power and privilege of 
white people the onus is on 
white people to build rela-
tionships with minority stu-
dents through “reflection (on 
the white teacher’s power 
and privilege).  
 

The students of color are to 
center on the “importance of 
their feelings” and “take care 
of themselves”. This calls non
-black people to “bankrupt 
your privilege in acknowledg-
ment of your thieved inher-
itance”. The training quoted 
from writer Patricia Williams 
1987 description of a “form of 
racial violence that steals and 
kills the humanity and spirits 
of people of color”. The train-
ing referred to this as “spirit 
of murder” … a slow death 
built on racism that happens 
at school.  
 

(Continued on page 8) 

BY SAM DOWNING 
 

Two disturbing things 
Yeah … I know … only 
two?! Well at least two dis-
turbing things have come to 
my attention, not as a real 
surprise, but as a shock at the 
speed at which they arrived. 
Some or most of you may 
have also seen these, but I do 
have a point of sort so please 
bear with me if this is old 
news for you.  
 

First, the CDC came out with 
their recommendation as to 
who gets the next round of 
COVID-19 inoculations with 
the new vaccine. They rec-
ommended that essential 
workers get the next round 
ahead of older citizens in 
nursing homes. While upset-
ting, that is not what raised 
my concern. It was the stated 
rational for their decision that 
shook me profoundly.  
 

The CDC’s reasons center 
around mitigating racial and 
ethnic health inequities. Ac-
cording to the CEC’s report, 
“Older Americans tend to be 
disproportionately white 
whereas the essential work-
er’s category includes a larger 
percentage of racial minori-
ties and low-income people of 
color. The social system is 
structured in a way that ena-
bles older Americans to live 
longer. Instead of giving addi-
tional health benefits to those 
who already have more of 
them, we can start to level 
the playing field a bit”.  

WE NEED TO BE PREPARED FOR HARD TIMES 
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BY CAROL KUTZER 
 

Covid 
Most people know that I am 
an introvert, so when people 
started asking me last sum-
mer, “How are you dealing 
with the quarantine?” my re-
sponse was “I love it! Bring it 
on.”  I was happy as a clam. 
 

For much of this pandemic, 
Covid seemed so remote to 
me, even living in one of the 
nation’s hot zones. When 
Pastor Eric Garcia in Guate-
mala passed away last fall, 
Covid was still remote. Then 
friends and family of Corner-
stone members began testing 
positive.  ovid was no longer 
so remote.  Then a few Cor-
nerstone members got it from 
their family members…Covd 
was closing in. Then my fami-
ly, all four of us, succumbed.  
Covid was HERE! (We do not 
know where we caught it, but 
we know it wasn’t at Corner-
stone.) 
 

My extended family, whom 
we visited at Thanksgiving, 
were our first concern. In 
fact, they are why we got 
tested. When we began hav-
ing flu symptoms, we wanted 
to be able to tell them it was-
n’t Covid. Sadly, we were 
wrong. (To date, none of 
them have gotten sick. Thank 
you, Lord!)  But many of 
them immediately expressed 
their concern over our partic-
ipation in Christmas celebra-
tions. Which is understanda-
ble, but their timing was un-
kind and left me feeling like a 
leper. And it had been two 
weeks since I had been to 
church, I was beginning to 

really miss everyone.  As an 
introvert these feelings were 
foreign to me. But what a 
blessing when Carter came to 
the house to pray for us and 
anoint us with oil!  
 

I can honestly say, even 
though Jack and I are consid-
ered high-risk, we were not 
fearful of Covid. Even after 
testing positive we were not 
afraid. Our God is BIG!  He is 
sovereign.  
 

But being admitted to the 
hospital did bring real anxie-
ty. I’d never been hospitalized 
before. How long would it 
take to get well?  How would 
my family be at home? The 
isolation was hard. I really 
wanted to see Jack. I wanted 
Carter to come pray for me 
and my family. Here again 
this introvert was struggling 
with feeling like I was un-
washed, leprous, tossed out. 
But God was so gracious to 
me. I wasn’t alone. The Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter, He was 
with me. He used Cornerstone 
to comfort me greatly and put 
away all my anxiety. Thank 
you for feeding my family. 
Thank you for all the texted 
messages of love and prayers. 
I read them all, even if I 
couldn’t respond.  
 

Communion 
There have been times in my 
walk with the Lord when tak-
ing communion was not a 
pleasurable experience. Dur-
ing these times, I participated 
in corporate worship and 
communion as an act of obe-
dience to the Lord. Trusting 
that He would make things 
right. Trusting that He could 

restore what was broken. And 
He has!  Worship service, and 
especially communion, has 
become a great blessing and 
one I look forward to each 
week.   
 

Not participating in commun-
ion for several weeks was 
adding to this growing sense 
of disconnection. I needed 
Cornerstone, I needed com-
munion, I needed you. As I 
was watching worship service 
on YouTube from the hospital 
bed, I was greatly blessed 
again by seeing so many of 
you and hearing Carter 
preach.Watching remotely 
had never been this edifying.   
 

While sick, I had gotten used 
to turning off the service once 
communion started.  It’s just 
hard watching that when you 
cannot partake. But when I 
was in the hospital, as Carter 
began serving communion 
two nurses entered my room. 
The first had a meal. The sec-
ond had a plasma treatment. I 
was able to partake of communion 
– the meal was His body and 
the plasma was His blood. He 
met me where I was and 
served me what I needed – 
physically and spiritually. 
How gracious a God we 
serve. 
 

Needless to say,  I am so hap-
py to be back in corporate 
worship. To say thank you for 
all the love and care. To hug 
as many people as I could. (I 
never thought I would ever 
miss hugging people.) On my 
first week back I didn’t have 
quite enough umph to sing all 

(Continued on page 7) 

THANK YOU FROM CAROL 



PAGE 7 VOLUME 16, ISSUE 

BY CAROL KUTZER 
 

 And the winner is: 
 The winner of Decem-

ber’s Lifesaver Game is 
Erianne Colston!  Her 
guess of 115 came the 
closet to the actual num-
ber of candies without 
going over. (The actual 
count was 163.) Congrat-
ulations, Miss Erianne! 
She will receive all the 
Life Savers in the jar.  

 

 Be sure to submit your 
guess for January’s Candy 
Game and be sure to 
write clearly and in-

clude your FIRST & 
LAST names. To en-
courage our kids to read 
the Frontlines newsletter, 
winners must ask Mrs. 
Kutzer for their prize.  

 

 Worship Training:  I 
am extremely excited to 
announce that Worship 
Training will resume in 
February. Worship 
Training is for preschool-
ers (aged 3 & 4) and kin-
dergarteners. Worship 
Training is not children’s 
church but rather an op-
portunity for children to 
learn about all the differ-

ent liturgy elements in a 
worship service. This is 
to prepare them to par-
ticipate in “big” church as 
soon as possible. If you 
would like more infor-
mation, please ask for 
one of our Worship 
Training pamphlets. 

 

 Get to know our 
Childcare Workers:  
What is the meaning of 
your name? 

 Ms. Ann Alcorn:
 “gracious, merciful” 

 Ms. Kinsey Spain: 
 “king’s victory” 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

dal, Joe, Joey, May Gourlay, 
and everyone else from Liber-
ty Classical who donated.  
 

We were able to collect 18 
donations overall! 
 

If you missed the drive, but 
still want to donate, you can 

BY KEEGHAN GOURLAY 
 

The blood drive held on De-
cember 16 at Cornerstone 
was a huge success! A big 
shout out to: William Black-
lock, Bernadette Bressler, 
Kristin Corkran, Linda  
Cover, Pastor Carter Sanger, 
Elizabeth Seek, Amanda Vaks-

find a location here: https://
www.giveblood.org/donate/ 

 
Thank you so much to Cor-
nerstone for the use of its 
gym and all its members who 
donated. I hope to see every-
one next time! 
 

THANK YOU FOR SAVING LIVES! 

Most of you will say that prepar-
ing and delivering a meal isn’t 
any great thing. Or simply pray-
ing for someone or sending 
them words of encouragement – 
these don’t take any great effort.  

the hymns, but if I could have, I 
would have run down the aisle 
for communion. It was wonder-
ful to partake communion with 
all of you again. 

(Continued from page 6) No, they don’t...but you did 
them…for me…for my family.  
And I thank you.   
 
 

THANK YOU FROM CAROL CONT’D 
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“IF YOU SEE THE 
SAME PROBLEMS 

FACING US AS I DO 
THEN THE 

QUESTIONS COME, 
‘HOW IS THE 
CHURCH TO 
RESPOND?’ ” 

STEPS TO TAKE: GETTING READY 

 

That is why charter schools, 
private schools, and home 
schooling will be a target. 
This summer a Virginia school 
district borrowed a frame-
work from Teaching Toler-
ance, the educational arm of 
the liberal nonprofit Southern 
Poverty Law Center, to de-
velop an “anti-racist” curricu-
lum for elementary students. 
Sound like 1930’s Germany, 
1920’s Soviet Union, 1950’s 
China? It should. Sound like 
1984? It should. 
 

If you see the same problems 
facing us as I do then the ques-
tions come, “How is the 
church to respond? What can 
we do? What can I do?”. 
 
1) Trust the Lord.  Men 

and women of God, the 
early church, and the na-
tion of Israel all faced simi-
lar situations we are facing 
now. Scripture records the 
failed solutions and the 
paths chosen by those who 
came through the storms.  

  

 The people of God have 
always faced trial and trib-
ulations inflicted by evil 
men and godless king-
doms. The Lord Jesus tells 
us in many places that 
there will be trials. In Mat-
thew 10 Christ tell us … 
“I send you out as sheep 
among wolves …But be-
ware of men, for they will 
hand you over to the 
courts and scourge you in 
their synagogues; and you 
will be brought before 
governors and kings for 
My sake … Brother will 

betray brother to death, 
and a father his child; and 
children will rise up 
against parents and cause 
them to be put to death. 
You will be hated for My 
name … do not fear them 
… so do not fear …”.  

 

2) He gives us hope in 
Him: 1 Tim 4:9-10; Lam 
3:21,22; Isa 40:31; Psa 
42:5 and 15:13. Our trust 
is in Him: Psa118:8 and 
40:4; John 14:1; Isa 30:15 
and 28:16 and 26:3,4; Jer 
17:7,8. He is our strength; 
Isa 41:10 and 40:29; Phil 
4:13; 2 Cor 13:9; Psa 
73:26 and 29:11; 2 Sam 
22:33,34; Ez 34:16; 
Ex15:2. 

 

Our great comfort in these 
changing, unsettling, cha-
otic, and scary times are 
the promises from our 
Lord and Savior that He 
will never leave or forsake 
us but will complete that 
which the Holy Spirit 
started in us. Psalm 23 is 
the Christians attitude in 
all of life and especially in 
these times. 
 

3) Be informed. Google 
“CDC decision on who next 
get the vaccine”  and 
“Seattle school district 
teacher training on white 
privilege” for  yourself. 
Look up related articles. Is 
it so? What does the  
Word of God say about 
these things? Sure it’s scary 
and unsettling but it is hap-
pening and happening fast. 
For warned in for armed. 
Besides, don’t we worship 

Teachers are challenged to 
answer the question “How are 
you an anti-racists outside the 
classroom?” All of this is based 
on critical race theory that 
carries the idea that the U.S. 
law and society are inherently 
racist. 
 

Any resistance, no matter 
how well-argued or factually 
grounded, was  dismissed as 
reflex of white teachers’ 
“lizard-brain” which makes 
them afraid that they will have 
to talk about sensitive issues 
such as race, racism, classism, 
sexism or any kind of “ism”. 
Simply put, this is an attempt 
to transform Seattle and San 
Diego schools into activists 
organizations. Schools must 
abandon the illusion of neutral 
teaching standards and get in 
the trenches of race-based 
activism.  The stated goal is to 
advance education racial equi-
ty but in practice these pro-
grams seem to serve to intro-
duce, perpetuate and enforce 
a specific ideological agenda 
and a new racial hierarchy. 
 

If past is precedent, that racial 
fever gripping Seattle schools 
will soon be in a school near 
you. I saw early intrusions of 
this in 2000s and 2010s when 
I was teaching in a local ISD! 
It is hard to see how this will 
help Johnny to read or do 
algebra problems! But helping 
Johnny do that is not the real 
agenda is it!?! What is the 
agenda is creating?  The new 
and improved Johnny, free 
from white privilege, racism, 
classism, sexism and all other 
evils of his race and gender.  

(Continued from page 5) 

Knowing God’s word 
is our best defense. 
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STEPS TO TAKE: ARM YOURSELF WITH THE TRUTH 

Bring people in who can 
help us understand what is 
going on and what we are 
to do as God’s ambassadors 
in this part of Katy, Texas. 
Have Adult and youth clas-
ses on the critical social 
theory world view, the 
various topics involved in 
that world view, and the 
Biblical/church/individual 
Christian response and solu-
tion. 

 

6) Develop a plan or ap-
proach to the sur-
rounding culture and 
the present and coming 
problems they will pre-
sent us. If I am even half-
way correct, the church 
(yes that includes us at Cor-
nerstone) will face tough 
questions with drastic con-
sequences. What will we do 
as a church and as families 
and individual believers? 
Will we trust the Lord 
there? Will we be willing to 
lose everything for Christ’s 
sake? Will we be willing to 
suffer for the cause of 
Christ? … Be labeled the 
enemy for Him? …. Be 
outcast for Him? … Be 
stripped of everything for 
Him?  

 

Having a plan for the situa-
tions we foresee doesn’t mean 
that we have the wisdom to 
foresee all possible situations. 
Nor does it mean that even 
for those we do foresee we 
will have worked out correct 
things to do or say. However 
we worship and serve the 
Lord of the universe who does 
know all things. If our trust is 
in Him and not in our plans 

alone then when our plans fail 
He is our strength (Matt 
10:19,20). 
 

I have conversations with cou-
ples once and a while. Are my 
efforts to get them to trust 
the Lord in and for their rela-
tionship? Of course it is. 
However, there is still a plan 
to develop and work to be 
done if the couple is to find 
help with whatever difficulty 
they may be having. But first 
… Do you trust the Lord for 
your spouse? … your mar-
riage? … for your unmet 
needs?  
 

Everything that is truly help-
ful comes from that decision 
and the actions that are con-
sistent with that decision. 
Then we develop a plan for 
moving forward and act on 
that plan … trusting the Lord 
as we move and changing our 
plans as needed. It is the same 
for us here.  
 

If you have question or con-
cerns this article raises please 
feel free to talk to Sam about 
them. 
 

If, in these times of isolation, 
you have concerns that you 
need to talk to someone 
about, please contact  Carter 
or Jonathan Shumate or one 
of the elders. We at Corner-
stone have a small team of lay 
counselors also ready to help. 
The lay counselors are Jeff 
Magee, Evelyn Saugier, and 
Sam Downing. All of us are 
busy people but please see any 
of us at church or contact us 
through the church directory, 
and we will try our best to 
help. 

the God of the universe? … 
The God who turns nations 
and directs the course of 
kings? Are we not in his 
care and under His provi-
sion?  

 

 Then we have the strength 
to look into any den of lions 
or approach any fiery fur-
nace. Scared? You bet! But 
we are trusting and resting 
in the strength of our Lord 
and Savior. We may get 
thrown in the lion’s den or 
into the fiery furnace and 
our God can and may res-
cue us. But if he does not, 
we will not bow down to 
your idol, oh King. 

 

4) Read, study, and arm 
yourself with the truth. 
I suggest starting with Total 
Truth, and Finding Truth 
by Nancy Pearcey; Truth 
Decay, by Douglas 
Groothuis; Search for Cos-
mic Justice by Thomas 
Sowell (really anything by 
Thomas Sowell, great man 
and great scholar); watch 
the episode on CrossLife 
where they discussed criti-
cal social justice, and watch 
the How Shall We Then 
Live video series by Francis 
Schaffer (you can find it on 
Amazon Prime TV for 
free). There is lots of infor-
mation out here that can 
help. Sure it takes time and 
a lot of work. And your 
point is …….?!? 

 
5) Start a church wide 

discussion. Share con-
cerns, prayers, support, 
resources, information. 

(Continued from page 8) 

“HAVING A PLAN 
FOR THE SITUATIONS 

WE FORESEE 
DOESN’T MEAN 

THAT WE HAVE THE 
WISDOM TO FORE-

SEE ALL POSSIBLE 
SITUATIONS.” 

Read, study, and arm 
yourself with the truth. 
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BY JONATHAN SHUMATE 
 

CrossLife is now able to offer 
streaming content!  When it 
comes to announcements, this 
is one of the biggest since 
CrossLife started.  In partner-
ship with Kajabi, CrossLife 
now has a fully functional 
mobile streaming platform.  
This will remove a number of 
major obstacles to achieving 
our mission, and it is a big 
step forward in being able to 
empower families around the 

world to cultivate life in the 
home. 
 

To celebrate this milestone, I 
am giving away CrossLife’s 
Christmas Carols and Lessons 
as a streamable series for free 
on the platform.  If you sign 
up for free, you will have all 
twelve songs composed and 
sung just for CrossLife! 
 

All of the content is fully mo-
bile and streamable from any 
device.  Take time by your-

self, or sit down with your 
family, to sing the carols, 
read the Bible passage, and 
talk about the wonderful 
news that Christ our Savior 
has been born! 
 

Enjoy it yourself and SHARE 
IT WITH FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS by sending them 
this link: 

https://
crosslife.mykajabi.com/offers/
rUewuaRb 

REALLY BIG ANNOUNCEMENT! 

BY KIM ELGIE 
 

Lores Glover heard faint kit-
ten cries in the wall of the 
sanctuary. Helen climbed 
down and rescued two kittens 
from the hollow space.  
 

Ginger went home with the 
Shumate's to join Hobbs who 
was rescued last spring. We 
took home Fitz (Fitz William 
Darcy - from Pride and Preju-
dice, Helen's favorite book 
and movie.) 

Jack put a live catch trap and 
on Wednesday morning there 
was kitten #3 who went 
home with the Harris family, 
a Liberty family, and have 
named her Ember as in Dec-
Ember. You will see why as 
she has dark fur with a bit of 
orange.  
 
Here are some pictures. 

RESCUED KITTENS GET NEW HOMES 

DONATED MICROWAVE 

BY CAROL KUTZER 
 

Sometime last year a GE mi-
crowave appeared in the Ed 
Building kitchen. No one 
knows who left it there. I can 
only assume that someone 
donated it to the church. I 
love it when people think of 
the church and look for ways 
to help or donate. And while 

donating items is really 
thoughtful, it is not always 
helpful. This microwave is 
quite large and takes up a lot 
of counter space. Our home-
school groups use the kitchen 
for labs or cooking classes and 
counter space is needed. Plus, 
we already have 2 micro-
waves in that kitchen.  
 

I plan to donate this micro-
wave in the near future, un-
less someone from Corner-
stone needs it. Just contact 
me and let me know 281-579
-1080 or info@Cornerstone 
Katy.org. 
 
Thank you, everyone. 
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DRINKING DEEPLY  

1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
 

(281) 579-1080 

info@cornerstonekaty.org 

 
On the Web @ 

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

 
 

Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

God is his portion and so 
he is at peace with that. 
And I love how the 
psalmist comes to this 
realization.  

As he contemplates the 
apparent prosperity of the 
wicked, the lack of justice 
from God, and the strug-
gles that the faithful seem 
to have he writes, 

But when I thought how to 
understand this,  
it seemed to me a weari-
some task,  

 until I went into the sanc-
tuary of God…  

(Psalm 73:16-17a) 
In the sanctuary of God, 
the temple, the covenant 
presence of God, the 
place of communion with 

Psalmists time and again 
as they reflect on their 
hardships. Consider the 
psalmist of Psalm 73, 

Whom have I in heaven but 
you?  
And there is nothing on 
earth that I desire be-
sides you.  

My flesh and my heart may 
fail,  
but God is the strength 
of my heart and my 
portion forever.  

         (Psalm 73:25-26)  

Can you imagine any-
thing pulling this psalm-
ist away? He understands 
the very real threats that 
face him (my flesh and 
my heart may fail) but 

(Continued from page 1) God, the psalmist finds 
his faith restored. He 
tastes the goodness of 
the Lord. He remem-
bers that nothing on 
earth can compare to his 
relationship to the 
Lord.  

We need to drink from 
the well of God’s grace, 
like the psalmist did, if 
we too are to stand firm 
in the midst of the trials 
ahead. Remember the 
ordinary means of 
grace: the Word 
(especially the preached 
word), the sacraments, 
and prayer. Cling to 
them and drink deeply 
of the grace of God. 

STEPPING 

STONES WILL 

RESUME ON 

JANUARY 22 

Cornerstone’s Stepping Stones monthly 
program for girls 10-14 will resume on 
Friday, January 22, at 7:00 p.m. We 
will be using the book We Saved You a 
Seat (Finding and Keeping Lasting 
Friendships) by Lisa-Jo Baker. 
 

Upcoming meetings will be on the 
fourth Friday each month.  Topics to be 
covered are: 

Friendship takes showing up 
Friendship takes vulnerability 
Friendship takes encouragement 
And Friendship takes forgiveness. 

 

Please spread the word, and we will 
look forward to seeing you on Friday, 
January 22. 


