
AUGUST 2015 

FRONTLINES 

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

VOLUME 10, ISSUE 8 

that child molestation is a 
crime.  By helping others 
see that pedophilia is merely 
a condition, she hopes to 
establish treatments to help 
such people from acting 

upon their 
attraction.  
She writes, 
“While treat-
ment cannot 
eliminate a 
pedophile’s 
sexual inter-

ests, a combination of cog-
nitive-behavioral therapy 
and medication can help 
him to manage urges and 
avoid committing crimes.” 

(Continued on page 10) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

The shift in our culture 
marked by the recent SCO-
TUS decision on same-sex 
marriage is often justified by 
the idea that some people 
are “born that way,” that is, 
with a predisposition to 
same-sex attraction.  If 
some are “born that way” 
then who has the right to 
tell them it’s wrong?  That 
line of thinking is, however, 
dangerous.  

Already there is research 
concluding that some are 
born with a predisposition 
to pedophilia.  If some are 
“born that way,” then the 

same line of argument 
would move us toward nor-
malizing this attraction 
(which some are already 
promoting).  

I recently read an interest-
ing article in 
the New York 
Times by Margo 
Kaplan 
(October 5, 
2014) entitled, 
“Pedophilia: A 
Disorder, Not a Crime.”  In 
the article, she accepts what 
Harvard researchers have 
concluded: that pedophilia 
is a sexual orientation.  It is 
a predisposition without a 
“cure”.  She also accepts 

“BORN THAT WAY” 

THIIS YEAR’S GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

COMMISSIONERS CALLED TO RISE AND SHINE 

BY ALLEN WHITE 

Change is probably the best 
word to describe my overall 
impression of this year’s 
General Assembly meeting 
in Orlando, Florida.  Maybe 
the fact that Pat and I were 
dealing with our own issues 
of travel and lodging and 
other mishaps and incon-
veniences unduly influenced 
that impression, but I still 
think it’s a valid characteri-
zation. 

Commissioners from all 13 
presbyteries across the 
United States came together 
at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Orlando on 
Tuesday, June 23, and 
worked through the various 
proceedings until the con-
clusion of the 35th General 
Assembly at noon on Satur-
day, June 27.  It was by far 
the largest gathering for the 
General Assembly to date 
due to the continued in-

crease in the number of 
churches in the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church (EPC). 
Fifteen more churches have 
been added to the denomi-
nation since the beginning 
of the year, bringing the 
total to 566.  That’s up 
from 186 churches listed in 
2010.  This growth has also 
brought about the addition 
of five new presbyteries to 
the original eight.   

(Continued on page 9) 

. . .BEING “BORN 

THAT WAY” IS 

NOT A LICENSE TO 

“LIVE THAT WAY . ” 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST :  

 Last Parents Day Out for 
the summer will be 
Wednesday, August 19. 

 Our next neighborhood 
Prayer Walk is scheduled 
for Sunday, September 6,  
following worship. 

 A Kick-Off Celebration for 
the new playground and 
pavilion will be held soon.  
Watch for details. 

 Your officers are taking a 
look at our Emergency 
Response Plan, in light of 
recent national events.  
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Monthly Budget $31,701 

Income— June 2015 25,133 

Expenses– June 2015 30,274 

Net for June 2015 -5,141 

Annual Budget—2015 $380,412 

 

Income—2015 YTD 175,462 

Expenses—2015 YTD 205,775 

Net for 2015 YTD -30,313 

Christ’s ambassadors.  We 
are not doing this for our-
selves but for Christ. 

 The Session has endorsed 
Extending Grace’s plan that 
there be no Missions Con-
ference in 2016.  We have 
a several other things going 
on within our church body 
that are keeping plenty of 
people busy with outreach 
events.  We will, however, 
try to keep everybody in-
formed on how our foreign 
and local missionaries are 
doing. 

 Don’t forget that we have a 
neighborhood garage sale 
coming up on Saturday, 
October 3.  We have our 
own garage sale profession-
al, Sharon Peterson, who 
will get us organized for 
this event. 

 Session is deliberating over 
whether to buy back our 
playground rights from the 
Municipal Utility District.  
The MUD had donated 

BY GENE COVER 

 Don Russell gave the devo-
tion this month based on his 
review of Chapter 6 of Mi-
chael Horton’s book Ordi-
nary.  This chapter is titled, 
“Practicing what we 
preach: No more super-
apostles.”  Selfish ambition 
has infected the church, 
disguised as liberty.  A 
democratic view of the 
church is a rebellion against 
God.  We serve a sovereign 
God.   

Most divisions are pro-
voked by ambitious people 
who sow discord in order 
to draw disciples after 
themselves, rather than to 
Christ.  Jesus did not estab-
lish a movement, a tribe, or 
a school, but a church, but 
it’s Christ’s church, not 
ours.  Multi-site churches 
have a tendency to focus on 
the minister rather than on 
Christ’s church and its min-
istry.  Pastors, elders and 
deacons are servants and 

$10,000 for the playground 
but we had to allow access 
to the public for any use.  
While we want the play-
ground and patio to be used 
by our neighbors, there are 
some uses that we would 
find objectionable.  We 
have about $26,000 left in 
the Building Fund with 
some landscaping yet to be 
done.  If you have an opin-
ion on this, please let an 
elder know. 

 We will all miss the Wil-
kins as they move back to 
Oklahoma.  Scott and Liz 
will leave big holes in our 
church leadership, but we 
do wish them all health and 
every success.  They will be 
closer to aging parents, 
and, of course, Scott’s job.  
This seems to be one of 
Cornerstone’s roles: to 
have them among us for a 
while and then to send 
them out for a new minis-
try. 

 

STUDY ROMANS THIS FALL 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

“WE HAVE A 

SEVERAL OTHER 

THINGS GOING ON 

WITHIN OUR 

CHURCH BODY 

THAT ARE KEEPING 

PLENTY OF PEOPLE 

BUSY WITH 

OUTREACH 

EVENTS . ”   
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BY JONATHAN TUCKER 
 

The gospel has power.  The 
power to save us.  The power 
to change the world.  In 
Paul's letter to the Romans 
he explains to us the power 
we've been given and how 
this truth integrates into all of 
life…even life today.  The 
truth in Romans will trans-
form your thinking and con-
vict your heart as you discov-
er the power of the gospel 

for every area of your life and 
our world.   
 

Join us this Fall 2015 and 
Spring 2016 as we study Ro-
mans together.  We will be 
studying our Bibles and 
working through the John 
Stott Bible Studies book Ro-
mans - Encountering the 
Gospel's Power.  Sunday 
School classes will begin on 
September 13. 

We will sadly say “goodbye” 
to the Wilkins family at our 

2:42 Lunch on Sunday, 
August 2.   
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For, “Everyone who 
calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.”  
How, then, can they call 
on the one they have not 

believed in? And how 
can they believe in the 
one of whom they have 

not heard?  And how 
can they hear without 
someone preaching to 

them?    
(Romans 10:13-14) 

A team from Women of 
Hope visited Sierra Leone 

this summer to train and plan 
for future ministry. 

WOMEN OF HOPE MOVING FORWARD 

up, and just visit with the 
students to make them feel at 
home.  Donations will also be 
needed to provide some use-
ful prizes for those in attend-
ance.  A number of Corner-
stone members have been 
part of this special event the 
past few years, and it is a very 
rewarding experience. 

Make plans to come join the 
Bridges staff and welcome 
around 400 new international 
students to Houston. Please 
feel free to invite 
friends. 

A sign-up will be sent 
out August 7th.  

Bridges International will host 
its annual Welcome Party to 
greet incoming international 
students on Saturday, August 
22.  This years’ party will be 
held at The Forest Club, 9950 
Memorial Drive, from 11:00 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Volunteers are needed to 
serve lunch, set-up and clean-

BRIDGES WELCOME PARTY WILL BE AUGUST 22 

• Bible studies for deaf wom-
en in the program 

• Assessment and planning 
for the upcoming HOPE 
Centre construction to 
launch in October   

• Skills training classes for 
improving some of our Fair 
Trade products   

• Video shooting and produc-
tion to help us cast vision 
for the new direction the 
Lord will be taking the 
ministry in the next couple 
of years   

• A pilot phase of our new 
Transformation Training 

curriculum to provide the 
last round of feedback and 
revisions before launching 
the program 

We are so thankful for the 
team the Lord has brought 
together to help build into the 
work being done in Sierra 
Leone.  Will you please 
join with us in praying 
for this group of people as 
they work alongside the 
Women of Hope Sierra Leone 
staff to restore dignity, instill 
purpose and facilitate trans-
formation among women 
affected by disability? 

In July, Women of Hope In-
ternational Allies in Hope 
team left for Sierra Leone, 
where they used their skills 
and talents to build into the 
ministry there.  President and 
CEO, Kim Kargbo and Direc-
tor of Development, Kelsey 
Martin, lead the team focus-
ing on a number of strategic 
projects throughout most of 
the month of July. 

There were a variety of pur-
poses intended for this trip, 
making it one of the more 
complex Allies in Hope trips 
they have conducted. Among 
them are: 

COMING TO VISIT AUGUST 9 

During the Sunday School 
hour, we will have an infor-
mal time to ask questions and 
hear about their work in Leb-
anon.  They will have some 
pictures to share during wor-
ship. 
 

Many of you met Rebecca 
when she was here last year, 
but this will be our first 
chance to meet Nour in per-
son (we had to Skype with 
him before, due to visa is-
sues).  Be sure to come and 
greet these missionaries that 
Cornerstone helps support. 

We are excited that Nour 
and Rebecca and baby Julia 
will be visiting Cornerstone 
on Sunday, August 9.  They 
are in the U.S. this summer 
for the General Assembly 
meeting and a family wed-
ding. 
 

PAGE 3 
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Thank you, Volunteers! 

• Linda & Gene Cover 
• Elgie Family 
• Gourley Family 
• Theresa Hendrikse 
• Kutzer Family 
• Sanger Family 
• Taylor Family 
• Beverly Tucker 
• Pat White 
• Lee Williams 

You helped with crafts, 
played games, cooked or 
brought food, and planned a 
great afternoon. 
 

We will welcome some of the 
Arc campers and their fami-
lies for worship on Sunday, 
August 2, and enjoy lunch 
together afterwards at our 
quarterly 2:42 Lunch. 

BY CAROL KUTZER 
 

A BIG “Thank you!” to all 
those who donated funds and 
to the following people who 
volunteered, all of whom 
helped make our summer 
with the Arc of Katy so spe-
cial: 
• Katherine Brackett 
• Cotton Family 

Kaitlyn Taylor provided a photo-op 
for campers at the Photo Booth. 

Three lucky guessers got to keep the Hershey 
kisses in the candy jar. 

A completed “passport” entitled each 
camper to adopt a pet. 

A Cake Walk was one of the games at the Arc 
Carnival on July 28. 

The Arc campers all had fun and went home with a bag of prizes from the carnival.  

ARC CARNIVAL IS A REWARDING TIME 

Joanne Taylor did a great job of planning 
the State Fair themed carnival for Arc 
campers on Tuesday, July 28.  Besides 
winning prizes at the various booths, 

campers learned a Bible verse and prac-
tices a song to sing at the Sunday wor-
ship service on August 2. 
 

See more Arc pictures on page 8. 

Abigail Kutzer used her skill in the 
Face-Painting Booth. 
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DEALING WITH LOVE 

In this article the focus is on 
one of the attitudes that we 
consider more positive.  We 
will take a look at love.  Yeah 
… I know, right!?! … It’s a 
huge subject!  So we will only 
have time and space to touch 
the surface of the issue (as we 
have in the other articles as 
well). 

Love is a basic need 
We all need love. God has 
built that into the fabric of our 
nature.  It is one of the core 
realities of who God is (1 
John 4:16).  And it is one of 
the basic capacities He has 
given us so that we can love 
Him.  Love is part of our core 
make-up.  As such, love is 
basic to our survival.  If we 
are the recipients of the 
wrong kind of love or not 
enough of the right kind of 
love we usually wind up with 
gaps and holes in our develop-
ment that we spend the rest of 
our lives trying to fill, and 
usually by any means neces-
sary.   

Without love people shrivel 
up and die.  So we spend 
much energy and time looking 
for it and trying to get more 
of it.  A lot of our anger and 
fear can be traced to our need 
for love.  We all are afraid 
that we may not get the love 
we feel we need in the partic-
ular situation(s) we are facing.  
And we tend to get angry 
when we don’t.  Our obses-
sive hunt to fill our love needs 
is the source of many of the 
problems and difficulties we 
create and are forced to deal 
with in our present life. 

Because love is one of the 
most misused words in our 
culture, let’s take a stab at a 
definition of love:  Love is the 
unconditional positive regard 
for the welfare of another.  
Let’s break this definition 
down a bit.  

 It is unconditional … there 
are no strings or ulterior 
motives attached.   

 It is positive … it sees the 
best in the other and works 
for the best in the other.  

 It involves positive regard 
… it pays attention to and 
holds in high esteem the 
other.  

 It is concerned with the 
welfare of the other … it is 
always looking for ways to 
help the other be as healthy, 
mature, and productive as 
possible.  

 It is focused on another … 
it is less concerned about 
self and focused on the oth-
er.  And who is the other? 
… That person you are in 
front of at any moment of 
the day.   

Love’s perfect picture is 
in the Bible 
I must admit that this is a 
pretty good definition as far as 
it goes, but of course it pales 
in comparison to the much 
fuller and much better 
worked out definition we 
have in Scripture.  The whole 
of the Bible is considered 
God’s love letter to His peo-
ple.  From Genesis 1:1 to 
Revelation 31:31, God is tell-
ing and showing us what love 

(Continued on page 6) 

BY SAM DOWNING AND THE 
COUNSELING TEAM 

In the last few articles I tried 
to focus our attention on fear 
and anger, their effect on our 
lives, and how, as Christians, 
we can begin to deal with 
these feelings and emotions 
when they become problems. 
Both of these subjects are usu-
ally considered negative atti-
tudes or emotions in a given 
situation.  We came to under-
stand that both of these emo-
tions are creations of God, are 
a part of our makeup for a 
reason (they serve a useful 
purpose), and are good in 
themselves.  However due to 
our fallen nature we tend to 
learn them and use them to 
serve our own purposes (to 
keep ourselves safe and se-
cure, to protect ourselves, to 
punish others for hurting us, 
etc.) and so find them to be 
ultimately troubling and diffi-
cult to deal with.  

Fortunately, God has provid-
ed ways to grow us in our 
understanding of these emo-
tions and feelings.  We also 
saw that God has provided 
resources to help us handle 
and deal with our fears and 
anger in more mature ways 
(in ways that honor and serve 
Him better) in everyday life. 
God has provided the work of 
Christ, the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the truth of Scripture, 
our fellow believers in the 
Body of Christ, and circum-
stances in our lives.  All of 
these resources and more are 
available to help us align our 
attitudes and actions wit 
God’s will for our lives.  Easi-
er said than done!!   

Throughout the Bible, 
God is telling and showing 

us what love is. 

“Love is the un-

conditional 

positive   

regard for the 

welfare of  

another.” 
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In these passages we are com-
manded to love one-another, 
bear one-another’s burdens, 
confess your sins one to an-
other, show hospitality to one
-another, care for one-another 
and much more.  All of them 
together give us an excellent 
picture of Christ’s love for us 
and instruct us on how we are 
to live as God’s people in a 
broken and fallen world (what 
love looks like and how we 
show it to The Lord and oth-
ers).   

This is what we are to be 
about.  These are the things 
that should characterize our 
lives.  These are the things 
others should see in us.  This 
is how we are to live before 
the watching world.  Dr. 
Francis Schaeffer, referring to 
John 13:34, points out that 
Christ has given the world the 
right to judge whether we 
belong to Him, not by our 
words, but by the way we 
demonstrate love for one an-
other! Even more sobering, in 
John 17:20-21 Jesus says that 
the world has the right to 
judge whether the Father has 
sent the Son (in other words, 
the world has the right to 
judge whether Christ is the 
Son of God) by the way Chris-
tians demonstrate unity 
among each other!   

Disagree without being 
disagreeable 
This unity is not the lowest 
common denominator type 
theologically.  Rather it is the 
type of unity one would ex-
pect to find in a loving family. 
The question in not, “Do we 
all agree at every point?”   

Rather the question is, “How 
do we treat one another in the 
midst of our disagreements?”  
Are we really and truly exhib-
iting Christ’s love to and for 
others in ways the watching 
world can see and under-
stand?  This love and unity 
must be visible and tangible.  
It must not be something we 
just pledge to at our confer-
ences and recite in Sunday 
school on Sunday morning.   

Wait a minute! This all sounds 
rather mechanical!  It is begin-
ning to sound like just exter-
nal works divorced from the 
heart!  What about our atti-
tudes and feelings?  Wasn’t 
that the point of the Sermon 
on the Mount—to show us 
the importance of the atti-
tudes and feelings behind the 
actions?  Don’t I have to feel 
love before I can show love?  
Just what part do feelings play 
here? 

We will tackle this and other 
questions concerning love 
next month.  

As always, if this article raises 
any question or issues in your 
life that you want to talk 
about please contact me or 
any member of the counseling 
team … Jeff Magee, Evelyn 
Saugier, or Alisa Cotton. 

P.S. – The Counseling Team 
is still looking for people to 
volunteer to be fake clients 
with fake problems so we can 
continue the next phase of our 
training successfully.  If you 
have questions please feel free 
to talk to me or any member 
of the team. 

is, revealing to us His love for 
us, instructing us in that love, 
teaching us of the consequenc-
es of pursuing the love we 
need in ways contrary to His 
will and design, and encour-
aging and supporting us in our 
feeble attempts to live out His 
love in life.   

Christ is our supreme exam-
ple of that love (Romans 5:6-
11).  For more particular in-
struction we usually refer to 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7.  Excel-
lent!  However, we are usual-
ly quickly consumed with all 
the requirements.  We either 
pass 1 Corinthians 13 off as 
referring to Christ’s love for 
His church only and having 
little to do with my everyday 
life, or we quote it in Sunday 
School and Bible study yet 
show too little of its reality in 
our lives.   

How do we love one   
another? 
An equally good definition in 
Scripture, that is rarely re-
ferred to as a definition of 
love, are the one-another pas-
sages scattered throughout the 
New Testament. Here is a list 
of them: John 13:34; I Corin-
thians 1:10; 2 Corinthians 
1:4; Romans 12: 9,10,16,18; 
Romans 14:13; Romans 
15:7,14; Galatians 6:2, 9-10; 
Ephesians 4:2 25,32; Colos-
sians 3:13,16; 1 Thessalonians 
4:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:11; 
Hebrews 3:13; Hebrews 
10:24-25; James 4:11; James 
5:16; 1Peter 3:8; 1 Peter 
4:8,9-10; 1 Peter 5:5,14.  

 

(Continued from page 5) 

LOVE: AN ACTION WORD 

“...Christ has 

given the 

world the 

right to judge 

whether we 

belong to Him, 

not by our 

words, but by 

the way we 

demonstrate 

love for one 

another!”  

How we treat each other 
tells a lot about our faith in 

Christ. 
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CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

con, and Mark Williams and 
Jack Kutzer will be returning 
in that role. 

These men will be presented 
to the congregation for ap-
proval, and they will undergo  
training and examination by 

the Session.  The date for that 
congregational meeting will 
be announced when it is set. 

We thank these men for their 
willingness to serve the body 
of Christ at Cornerstone! 

The Officer Nominating 
Committee has completed 
most of its work for the year.  
Nominees for Elder are Kent 
Saugier and Jonathan Tucker.  
Ken Taylor is being nominat-
ed for his first term as Dea-

BY CAROL KUTZER 

☺   And the winner is…    

The winner of July’s Dubble 
Bubble Gum Game is Miss 
Elly!  Her guess of 40 was the 
closet to the number of bub-
ble gum pieces in the jar (49)!  
Congratulations, Elly!  She 
will receive all the gum from 
the jar along with a Jason’s 
Deli coupon.  Be sure to sub-
mit your guess for August’s 
Marbles Game…and be sure 

to write clearly and include 
your FULL name. To encour-
age our kids to read the 
Frontlines newsletter, win-
ners must ask Mrs. Kutzer for 
their prize.   
 

☺  Sunday Morning 

Classes:  All Sunday morning 
classes will resume on Sep-
tember 13 (the Sunday fol-
lowing Labor Day).  Our 
Family Class will start 
promptly at 9:00 a.m. for 

prayer, catechism chant, and 
scripture memory.  Around 
9:15 all the children will be 
dismissed to their age-
appropriate classes.  Adults 
will be dismissed to the adult 
class of their choice.  Our 
children will be working their 
way through the Pilgrim’s 
Progress this fall.  Come 
spring, they will learn the last 
portion of Catechism ques-
tions, which focus on the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Sacra-
ments. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE COMPLETES WORK 

Sunday School for 
all ages will     
resume on  

September 13, 
after Labor Day. 

July 4th made a splash 

There was plenty of swim-
ming, fellowship, and good 
food at the July 4th party!  
Everybody brought food to 
share, and the grill was a 
busy place.   

Thanks to Courtney and Lin-
da Lott for hosting the Cor-
nerstone crowd for a great 
afternoon.   
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It’s Finished! 

Landscaping and seating for 
the pavilion are still being 
added.  Carter built three 
chairs and a table himself.  
Ceiling fans help to keep it 
cool underneath for folks 
hanging out there.  

We know that all the organi-
zations which use our facili-
ties during the school year 
will be excited to see this 
great addition, and we hope 
that it will also be a blessing 
to our neighborhood. 

Our new playground and 
pavilion are finished!  Kids 
had their first chance to try it 
out on Sunday, July 25.  Ear-
ly summer rains had delayed 
the construction, but that 
was not a problem in July.   

COMMUNITY CRAFTS 

HIGHLIGHT CORNERSTONE 

DAY AT ARC 

The first Wednesday of each of Arc’s three ses-
sions was Cornerstone Day, when our church 
members showed up to do crafts, play games, 
and provide lunch for the campers and staff.  
Each of the crafts was planned to benefit a com-
munity group: Book bags for the Kidz Club min-
istry, tie-dyed pillowcases for patients at Texas 
Children’s Hospital, and cat and dog toys for 
Citizens for Animal Protection (CAP). 



 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY : CONTINUING TO CHANGE 

no.  By the end of the GA, I 
was yearning for my old, fa-
miliar Commissioner’s Hand-
book that Carol so faithfully 
prints out for me every year.  
Jeff Jeremiah, stated clerk of 
the EPC, even alluded to a 
“virtual” GA of the future 
where commissioners could 
participate in the General 
Assembly from anywhere in 
the U.S.  I hope it works bet-
ter than the phone app did. 

Leadership development 
initiative being launched 
Thom Rainer, author of the 
book Simple Church and the 
main plenary speaker, kicked 
off the proceedings on Tues-
day and spoke for two more 
mornings.  He presented four 
key principles from his book 
as part of a Leadership Devel-
opment initiative that was 
inaugurated at this GA.  Rain-
er both informed and enter-
tained us with special insights 
gained from his extensive 
research in church growth 
and development and his 
many years both as a pastor 
and as an analyst.  If the book 
is as good as his talks, I rec-
ommend it. 

Reports and election are 
part of the GA business 
Mike Moses, pastor of Lake 
Forest Church in Hunt-
ersville, North Carolina, was 
elected moderator of this 
General Assembly.  Much of 
the routine General Assembly 
business was bundled and 
voted on in omnibus motions, 
both at the committee level 
and the GA level.  This seems 
to be the pattern that has de-

veloped both here and at 
presbytery meetings due to 
the limited time available and 
the increasing number of is-
sues that need to be decided. 

But there were several key 
matters that were discussed 
separately and are worth 
mentioning here.  The newly 
revised Book of Worship was 
ratified at this General As-
sembly, which follows a new 
Book of Government that was 
ratified last year.  A corre-
sponding Handbook of Services 
was created to replace the 
EPC’s service forms, and it 
includes information and in-
structions for conducting var-
ious services and ceremonies 
such as weddings and funer-
als.   

Special interim committees 
reported on  

1) possible changes to the 
educational requirements 
for ordination in the EPC, 
to accommodate the latest 
developments in seminary 
programs and technologi-
cal advancements in edu-
cation, and  

2) making special provisions 
to solve the problem of 
administering sacraments 
in a mission field where 
there is no ordained mis-
sionary available.   

Both issues are still being 
studied. 

Offices moving to Florida 
The General Assembly ap-
proved the proposed move of 
the EPC headquarters from 

(Continued on page 10) 

It was a festive venue this 
year.  “Arise and Shine” was 
the colorful Florida-citrus 
flavored logo that greeted us 
wherever we went.  Being in 
the heart of downtown Or-
lando, our host church could 
not offer sufficient parking for 
all the commissioners and 
guests but took a page from 
its Disney World neighbor 
and did a great job of manag-
ing people movement.  Un-
fortunately, Pat and I found 
ourselves outside of that plan 
due to our own ill-fated at-
tempts at saving the church 
money, so we had to manage 
our own movement as best 
we could. 

So many new faces brought a 
distinctly different flavor to 
this General Assembly…not 
in a negative way but certain-
ly different.  We looked for 
and didn’t find many of the 
faces of missionaries that we 
were used to seeing at these 
annual gatherings.  But that 
means they are where they 
are supposed to be, doing the 
work that God has given them 
to do.  And that is good. 

There’s an app for that 
Let me give you another ex-
ample of the change factor.  
GA organizers this year un-
veiled a new smart phone app 
that was available for all com-
missioners and guests so they 
could have immediate and 
personal access to all the doc-
uments, events, and issues 
that made up the GA pro-
ceedings.  Paperless, yes, but 
immediate and convenient, 

(Continued from page 1) 
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“Thom Rainer, 

author of the 

book Simple 

Church ... pre-

sented four key 

principles from 

his book as part 

of a Leadership 

Development 

initiative that 

was inaugurat-

ed at this GA.   
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What I find so interesting 
about the article is that the 
acknowledgement that “born 
that way” is not a justification 
for action.  In other words, it 
is possible that some predis-
positions are justifiably 
against the law.   

Without intent, perhaps, the 
writer has brought us back to 
an important Biblical doc-
trine, that of original sin.  We 
inherit Adam’s guilt as well as 
his propensity to sin.  While 
Adam was born in innocence, 
we are not.  All that followed 
Adam, are born with a predis-
position to sin.  (This does 
not mean conclusively that 
some are born with a same-
sex attraction or with pedo-
philia.  But it does mean that 
it is within the realm of plau-
sibility, Biblically speaking.)  

In modern parlance, Biblically 
speaking, we are all “born 
that way” when it comes to 
predispositions that the Bible 
calls wrong.  This is one of 
the primary reasons for the 
giving of the law.  It acts to 

(Continued from page 1) restrain, not only our tempo-
rary lapses of judgment, but 
our very predispositions that 
run counter to God’s charac-
ter.  

The point I want to make is 
that being “born that way” is 
not a license to “live that 
way.”  We need the restrain-
ing hand of the law.  All of us.  
And because we all need it, 
we should do two things min-
imally.  We should:  

1) seek accountability and  

2) exercise compassion to-
ward others, even others 
with sinful predisposi-
tions different from your 
own.  

What is the hope?  It is not in 
treatments, though treat-
ments are not without some 
merit.  Our hope is for a new 
heart altogether, one in which 
our sinful predispositions are 
wiped away.  The gospel of 
Jesus Christ teaches us that 
Jesus has paid the price for 
our sin.  He has settled our 
debt.  And because of that 
settlement, the Holy Spirit is 

given as our deposit, guaran-
teeing the fulfillment of 
God’s promise for a new 
heart.  

In the meantime, we find the 
spirit and the flesh at odds 
with one another.  That’s 
hard.  It means that our sinful 
predispositions do not neces-
sarily disappear at the time of 
putting our trust in Christ.  
They might not disappear 
until Jesus returns.  But this is 
not a justification for living 
according to those predisposi-
tions that the Bible calls sin-
ful.  It means that we must 
live according to the power of 
the Holy Spirit living in us 
rather than according to the 
flesh.  This is our hope.  This 
is the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  

This gospel is not just good 
news for us, but good news 
for the world.  There is no 
one beyond its reach.  

What are your thoughts? 
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GA OFFICE MOVING TO FLORIDA 

tions for permanent staff at 
the headquarters. 

Final thoughts 
The issue of same-sex mar-
riage in light of the EPC’s 
position on biblical marriage 
was discussed, but no action 
was taken at this assembly 
other than to report that the 
issue is still under review and 
that formal documents, such 
as new or revised position 

papers, would be forthcoming 
at the next General Assem-
bly. 

Finally, I was pleased to par-
ticipate in a special 
“thumbprints on a cross” post-
er which was produced at the 
GA and later sent to the 
Charleston AME church in 
memory of the recent tragic 
loss of nine of their members.   

Livonia, Michigan, to Orlan-
do, Florida, and extended 
Jeremiah’s nine-year tenure 
as stated clerk to cover the 
transition from one location 
to the other.  Several factors 
were involved in this decision 
to move, including ease of 
travel to and from the loca-
tion as well as living condi-

(Continued from page 9) 

“ . . .B IBLICALLY 

SPEAKING , WE ARE 

ALL “BORN THAT 

WAY” WHEN IT 

COMES TO PREDIS-

POSITIONS THAT 

THE B IBLE CALLS 

WRONG . ” 

35th EPC General 
Assembly met in  

Orlando, Florida, on 
June 23-27. 



Saturday, September 19  
Carl Peterson Project:  Help-
ing me with painting a shed 
and creating a walkway in my 
back yard.  

Saturday, October 3 
Men's Breakfast: Also we will 
work on a project to beautify 
our wonderful new playground 
area.  

Thursday, October 22  
Book Club: Newton on the 
Christian Life: To Live Is 
Christ.  We will read before-
hand and discuss.  The book is 
easy for everyone to under-
stand and comes highly praised 
by John Piper and many oth-
ers. $10 (Kindle version) on 
Amazon. 

Thursday, November 5 
Happy Hour - Place TBD  

BY CARL PETERSON 

Cornerstone 
men will get 
together on 
Saturday morn-
ing,  August 22, 
for Breakfast 
Tacos.  

Also we will work on a pro-
ject to beautify our wonderful 
new playground area. 

Come for some good food and 
fellowship, and bring your 
tools and a friend. 

Mark your calendar now for 
these future events: 
Thursday, September 3 
Happy hour - place TBD 

Saturday, September 5 
Day of Manliness: College 
football Watch Party- Texas 
vs. Notre Dame. BBQ & Beer. 

MEN’S FALL EVENTS PLANNED 

1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
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info@cornerstonekaty.org 

 
On the Web @ 

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

 
 

Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

themselves.  We will have 
samples of their products, 
including greeting cards, 
jewelry, and other items 
for you to see and order, if 
you wish—and dessert 
and snacks to eat. 

Invite a friend, and come 
to hear more about this 
ministry and share an 
evening of fellowship with 
your sisters in Christ.  No 
purchase necessary! 

See related article on 
Women of Hope on page 
3 of this newsletter. 

The final Central Perk 
evening for ladies this 
summer will be Friday, 
August 14.  We will meet 
in the Den in the Educa-
tion Building at 7:00 p.m. 
to hear about the EPC 
Faith Focus for this year—
Women of Hope—and 
the work they are doing in 
Sierra Leone.  

Making and selling hand-
crafted items is one of the 
ways this ministry helps 
disabled women there gain 
self-respect and support 


