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S PECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST :

T HE P OWER OF T HANKSGIVING
BY CARTER SANGER
Are you familiar with complaining? I hear complaining about homework, complaining about doing chores,
complaining about having to
wake up, complaining about
not having clean clothes to
wear, complaining about
the food for dinner, the
weather, the president, the
media, etc. It’s enough to
want to complain! And
then there’s the rest of the
family’s complaining…
Do you know what the cure
for complaining is? It’s
thanksgiving. It is hard to
complain and give thanks
for something at the same
time. How do you give
thanks in the midst of hard

times? Thanksgiving is an
act of faith in a God who
can and will get you
through it.
David wrote a psalm, found
in 1 Chronicles 16:7-36,
when the Ark of God was
being moved to Jerusalem.
The Ark of God was an ancient piece of work. It had
been built during the days
of Moses, centuries earlier.
It contained the book of the
Covenant (which included
the The Ten Commandments) and represented the
throne of God. To bring it
into Jerusalem was an event
worthy of giving thanks.
And so David calls for a
celebration of thanksgiving.
But as we read through Da-

vid’s song, we find it not
limited to current events.
He traces through the history of God’s people and in so
doing we find that giving
thanks resets the people’s
perspective on life and renews their sense of purpose.
It connects them to the
promises of God, reassures
them of the providence of
God, emboldens them to
proclaim God, and leads
them to the praise of God.
Oh give thanks to the Lord;
call upon his name;
make known his deeds among
the peoples!
9
Sing to him, sing praises to
him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
8

(Continued on page 8)



Holiday schedule: The
church office will be closed
December 24 -January 1,
celebrating Christmas and
New Year’s.



Sunday School classes will
be on recess starting December 20 and will resume
Sunday, January 10.



Officers for the Class of
2018 will be installed on
Sunday, December 13.



We rejoice in hope during
this season celebrating our
Savior’s birth!
I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :

S ESSION
N OT JUST ANY

C HRISTMAS AT C ORNERSTONE
There are lots of events
coming up in December!
Here’s a recap to add to
your calendar:

 Kidz Club Christmas
Party: Join us at 4:00
p.m. this Tuesday, December 1, at the Fountains at
Katy apartment complex.
Even if you are not a regular
volunteer with this ministry
you are invited to help out
at this fun event.

 Christmas Ceili: On
Friday, December 4, at
7:00 p.m. bring your voice,
your instruments, a dessert,
and a friend or two for an
evening of playing music
and singing carols together
around the new patio fireplace (dress accordingly).
Childcare will be provided
on the church campus. If
you are interested in attending please RSVP to Alisa
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HIGHLIGHTS
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SONG

Cotton. (Please let her
know if you will be taking
advantage of the childcare).

F EEDING B4
F EASTING RECAP
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S TEPPING
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 Parents’ Night Out:

STONES

On Friday, December 4, at
6:00 p.m. parents may drop
off their elementary aged or
younger children at Cornerstone and then spend a few
hours Christmas shopping,
wrapping gifts, attending
(Continued on page 4)
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S ESSION H IGHLIGHTS
BY GENE COVER
 The Deacons and Elders

have started a book study
on the Office of Ruling Elder. This month we read a
chapter of Kuiper’s book,
The Glorious Body. Carter
had three questions for us
to answer:
Shepherding the flock is
just one of many tasks
our Elders assume at
Cornerstone.

“O UR OBJECTIVES
ARE TO CONTINUE
TO REACH OUT TO
OUR COMMUNITY
AROUND US .”

1. What are the responsibilities of the Ruling Elder
according to the author?
2. Do you agree or disagree with these responsibilities?
3. How has the author
challenged you in your role
as Ruling Elder at Cornerstone?
Jonathan found twelve
things to answer question 1:
represent Christ as King,
oversee the church,
comfort the distressed,
correct the erring,
shepherd the flock,
pastoring,
teaching the Word of

God,
preaching (when necessary),
oversee the life of the
minister,
accept or reject applicants
for membership,
exercise judicial discipline
on erring members,
oversee the financial and
material affairs of the
church.
 Carter reported that the
work of the Evangelism
Strategy Team is about to
complete the goal that Session laid out for them and is
ready to identify a permanent (more or less) team to
carry on the work. Our
objectives are to continue
to reach out to our community around us. If you are
interested in working on
this new team, please make
yourself known to Carter.
 As mentioned last month,

Jonathan Tucker and the
Session are working on our
2016 budget. If you have

specific budget needs, let
Jonathan know. As you see
in the budget box in this
newsletter, October saw
our giving fall short of our
expenses once again. For
the year-to-date, expenses
have exceeded giving by
about $37,000. We do
have reserves to cover
shortfalls, but we can’t
keep this up too much longer without making some
budget cuts.
 As part of our concern for

the use of our property, we
will be asking all users of
our facilities to agree to a
new Building Use Agreement which includes a statement of our goals and beliefs.
 We will have an officer

installation ceremony during worship on Sunday,
December 13, to install
Jonathan Tucker as Elder
and Jack Kutzer as Deacon.
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N OT JUST ANY SONG WILL DO
BY KATHY JORGENSEN
Jeremy Smith and I want to
personally thank Cornerstone
and Pastor Carter for the
privilege and joy of co-leading
our church’s music ministry. We are all volunteers
with a tremendous amount of
collective experience, skills,
and desire to use our gifts for
worship. Because we care
deeply to ensure music enhances our worship experience each week, I write this
article to communicate our
process and approach for
choosing and executing worship music.
Jeremy and I are permitted to
choose and assign music
which ties into the liturgical
and sermon themes for each
Sunday. It is important that a
song’s lyrics are theologically
correct; they are directed to
God and approved by Pastor
Carter. We also take into
consideration the skill of our
musicians and vocalists with
some song selections. We
believe the Bible says our
singing and playing of worship
music should be intended for
the praise and glorification of
God alone; however we recognize that we are not instructed to choose a particular
style or instrument, which
allows some freedom in these
aspects.
We recognize the importance
of not judging others for their
personal tastes in music, because worship music is a nonessential issue as far as the
Essentials of Faith are con-

cerned. Worship music
should never be a battle for
the generations nor should it
ever cause division in the
church. Music styles and
tastes change, but the Word
of God remains eternalAmen!

God only accepts heartfelt
and true worship, as Christ
said, we must worship God
“in spirit and in truth” (John
4:23). It is important that we
come into the Lord’s presence each Sunday prepared to
make a joyful noise and “sing
to Him a new song, play skillfully on the strings, with loud
shouts” (Psalm 33:3).
We also understand that people are just as selective about
the foods they eat as the type
of music they listen to. Since
music is food for the soul, we
dare to approach Sunday song
selections like a musical
menu, offering a variety of
choices. Like a balanced
meal, we try to include songs
that offer the best of all ages,
cultures, and traditions—
providing they reinforce biblical truths and nourish the soul
into heartfelt worship. This
may include a Sunday composed of traditional folk instruments playing southern
gospel, or a Sunday of lyrically rich hymns mixed with
modern instruments and popular praise songs heard on the
radio.
Choosing worship songs is not
an end in itself, but the means
to an end. The goal is worship, adoring, enjoying and

praising God together as a
covenant family on the Lord’s
Sabbath.
If you have a particular song
(new or old) that may enhance your worship experience, you are certainly free to
present it to Jeremy and me
for consideration. If you have
a musical gift and feel God is
prompting your heart to serve
in the music ministry, please
let us know as well. Requirements and commitment in
this ministry include:
 Being a Cornerstone mem-

ber or regular attendee in
agreement with our theological professions, church
vision and values;

All the music included in
worship is designed to
praise God and glorify him.

 ongoing individual musical

and spiritual preparation;
 participation at week-day

practices and Sunday morning rehearsal.
 Solo selections are also

encouraged for offertory or
preludes.
Therefore, come covenant
family, “Come, let us bow
down in worship, let us kneel
before the Lord our Maker;
for he is our God and we are
the people of his pasture, the
flock under his care”. (Psalm
95:6-7). Let us heed that call
to worship that we may identify as a congregation that
worships faithfully, in a way
that pleases God.

“ L IKE A BALANCED
MEAL , WE TRY TO
INCLUDE SONGS
THAT OFFER THE
BEST OF ALL AGES ,
CULTURES , AND
TRADITIONS …”
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C HRISTMAS : C ELEBRATE

gier’s home on Friday, December 11, at 7:00 p.m. for
the annual Cookie Swap.
Contact Evelyn for more information and to RSVP. Look
for more information via insert next week.

(Continued from page 1)

Our Christmas celebrations will be capped off by
a Christmas Eve
Service on Thursday
evening at 6:00 p.m.

WITH THESE EVENTS

the Christmas Ceili or enjoying time with their spouse.
Please send a dinner with
them. We will feed them, do
a craft or two, and munch on
popcorn while we watch a
movie. Children should be
picked up at or before 10:00
p.m. Cost is free; however,
registration is required. To
register, complete the insert
and drop in the offering plate.
Or contact Carol Kutzer at
281-579-1080 or at
info@CornerstoneKaty.org.

 Parents’ Morning Out:

Wednesday, December 16,
from 9:00 a.m.–noon, you
may drop off your preschoolers and infants for a morning
of shopping, wrapping, coffee
or just peace & quiet. Cost is
$5/child or maximum of
$15/family. Please contact
the church office by December 3 to register your kiddos.
(281) 579-1080 or info@CornerstoneKaty.org .

 Women’s Central Perk

& Cookie Swap: Ladies,
you are invited to Evelyn Sau-

 Caroling @ the Foun-

tains at Katy Apartments:
Wednesday, December 16, at
6:00 p.m. All are invited to
participate. Contact Ashley
Soden at for more information.
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Thursday,
December 24, at 6:00 p.m.
Come celebrate the birth of
our Lord Jesus in this joint
worship service with Cosecha
de Vida. Enjoy an evening of
music and sharing the Christmas story from scripture.
Childcare for infants only.

F EEDING B4 F EASTING R ECAP :
T HE G OOD ,

THE

B AD

BY CAROL KUTZER
The Bad:
Our Thanksgiving meal food
drive ended with lower than
expected food donations

Beverly Tucker delivered 16 boxes of
food for area families to the Clothed
by Faith ministry.

The Good:
The money and food
card donations were
higher than usual
($435). This allowed us to complete 16 meals for
the families served
by the Clothed by
Faith ministry here
in Katy. Wish I
could provide a total
in pounds, but I can
give you a count.
To feed these families we provided:

AND THE

A DORABLE

16 cans of cheese
16 packages of rice
16 packages of stuffing
16 packages of mashed
potatoes
16 cans of evaporated milk
16 cans of pumpkin
16 cans of yams
16 jars of gravy
32 cans of corn
32 cans of green beans
32 cans of mixed fruit
16 cans of cranberry sauce
16 bags of marshmallows
16 boxes of crackers
16 packages of dinner rolls
16 items for decorating a
Thanksgiving table settings/
decorations
16 gift cards to purchase turkeys ($15/each)

For the first time, we also
included New Testament
Bibles, For Your Joy pamphlets
by John Piper, How Good is
Good Enough? by Andy Stanley, and some coloring sheets
for kids. All were contained
in boxes decorated with stickers, craft paper turkeys, and
verses by our CSCK families.

The Adorable:
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Is This
YOU?

J OIN THE PARTY! [ A . K . A . THE F ELLOWSHIP T EAM ]
O UR TEAM COULD USE ANOTHER MEMBER OR TWO .
C ONTACT A LISA C OTTON FOR MORE INFORMATION :

S TEPPING S TONES TO GODLY WOMANHOOD
BY LINDA COVER
Our young people face lots of
challenges as they learn to live
in a culture that is often contrary to Christian beliefs.
One of our responsibilities as
a church family is to come
along-side them and their
families and give them some
tools for living.

Because of this, we plan to
reach out to our girls aged 10
-13 years, beginning in January, with a series of evenings
we are calling “Stepping
Stones”. Our Corner“stone”
girls are taking that next
“step” in their development in
becoming reflections of our
Chief Corner“stone”... hence
the name “Stepping Stones”.
These evenings will be filled
with fun, refreshments, a
serious message, and a souve-

nir. Each evening will be
held in the Fellowship Hall
Lounge, from 7:00—8:30
p.m. Moms are welcome to
stay if they wish, and we encourage the girls to invite
their friends also.
Here’s the schedule and the
topics we will be covering:
Friday, January 8:
Beautiful Face—taking
care of our skin and how
to use makeup tastefully, if
you choose to use it
Friday, February 12:
Modest Dress—
importance of how we
present ourselves as representatives of Christ, and
how this impacts others
Friday, March 4:
Strong Body—keeping
ourselves healthy with good

nutrition, exercise, and
sleep
Friday, April 8:
Healthy Relationships—
importance of supportive
friendships vs. negative
influences, including social
media
Friday, May 6:
Wrap-up—review and
share what we have learned
with a closing dinner
Our programs will be presented by women who are
members of Cornerstone, and
we hope that a side benefit of
these evenings will be developing relationships between
them and our young teens.
To learn more, talk to Linda
Cover or any member of the
Fellowship Team.

regularly for the next six
months to get to know each
other and to support each
other in their Christian walk.
It is a blessing to have some
new faces at Cornerstone join
the ministry, as well as having

GIRLS ARE TAKING
THAT NEXT ‘ STEP ’
IN THEIR
DEVELOPMENT IN
BECOMING
REFLECTIONS OF
OUR C HIEF
C ORNER ’ STONE ’... “

We want our girls to
have the tools they
need to make good
decisions and demonstrate Christ.

H EART - TO -H EART GOING STRONG
Cornerstone’s Heart-to-Heart
women’s mentoring ministry
began another session in October with 14 women paired
as Mentors or Mentees, and
another 5 as Prayer Warriors.
The mentoring pairs will meet

“O UR
C ORNER ’ STONE ’

veterans continue to participate.
Thanks to Lauren Torregano
for hosting the Orientation
Coffee, and to our new Prayer
Warrior Coordinator, Ashley
Soden.
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S EE THE STAR !
Come solve an age-old mystery for yourself! A strange star is claimed to have appeared at the
birth of Jesus of Nazareth. Dr. Rick Larson’s Star of Bethlehem presentation is an investigation
of this story found in the Gospel of Matthew, a story often called the “Star of Bethlehem.”

“I will show wonders
in the heavens and on
the earth….”
Joel 2:30

Christ EPC, 8300 Katy Freeway, will host this inspiring program on Friday, December 11, at
7:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased by contacting the Christ EPC church office at 713-526-1188, or online at CEPC.org. Bring a friend to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ
presented in a unique way.

C HILDREN ’ S M INISTRY H IGHLIGHTS
BY CAROL KUTZER

☺ And the winner is…

Our nursery can use
your children’s outgrown clothes and
other toddler supplies
to have on hand for
“emergencies”.

The winner of November’s
Nips Game is Evi! Her guess
of 40 was the closest to the
actual count of candy in the
jar (41). Congratulations,
Miss Evi! She will receive a
Chick-fil-A coupon and all the
candy in the jar. Be sure to
submit your guess for December’s Christmas Candy
Game…and be sure to write
clearly and include your FULL
name. To encourage our kids
to read the Frontlines newsletter, winners must ask Mrs.
Kutzer for their prize.

☺ Parents’ Night Out:
On Friday, December 4, at
6:00 p.m. parents may drop
off their elementary aged or
younger children at Corner-

stone and then spend a few
hours Christmas shopping,
wrapping gifts, attending the
Christmas Ceili or enjoying
some quiet time. Please send
a dinner with them. We will
feed them, do a craft or two,
and munch on popcorn while
we watch a movie. Children
should be picked up at or before 10:00 p.m. Cost is free;
however, registration is required. Please contact the
church office by December 3
to register your kiddos. (281)
579-1080 or
info@CornerstoneKaty.org

$5/child or maximum of
$15/family. Please contact
the church office by December 3 to register your kiddos.
(281) 579-1080 or
info@CornerstoneKaty.org

☺ Parents’ Day Out:

If your child is sick with fever
or other communicable illness
please keep them home. We
are coming up on flu season.
Let’s make an effort to keep
the germs at home!

Wednesday, December 16,
from 9:00 a.m.–noon you
may drop off your preschoolers and infants for a morning
of shopping, wrapping, coffee
or just peace & quiet. Cost is

☺ Wanted:
If you are cleaning out your
children’s closets anytime
soon, please keep our nursery
in mind. Items we would like
to have: toddlers shorts, leggings, and t-shirts; outgrown
diapers; napping pads/mats;
and light blankets.

☺ Snot ‘s not Hot!
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L OVE – W HAT DO EMOTIONS HAVE TO DO WITH IT ?
BY SAM DOWNING
Ok … so I missed the last
newsletter issue with the second article on Love. Sorry.
This working retirement
thing is a little trickier to handle than I thought!
So where were we? Oh yeah!
… The relationship of emotions to love. What we all
understand is that emotions
are messy and hard to handle.
They pull us in all kinds of
directions both positive and
negative.
In counseling we find that a
lot of people hide or run from
their emotions. Personally,
… when I am insecure I tend
to pull away … from the situation … from people …
from whatever is threatening.
I feel insecure or there is the
threat that I may run into
something I can’t handle, and
therefore feel insecure, so I
run or hide or fade to the
back of the room.
So what makes me feel insecure? … the fear of being
hurt, or rejected, or disappointed. But how can hurt or
disappointment be separated
from the strong feelings that
are a part of those experiences? They can’t. If I don’t feel
hurt or disappointed or understand that I may—as the
result of the situation—
experience hurt or disappointment then why would I
hide? The more deep-seated
and frightening the emotions/
feelings that we are or may
experience, the more we tend
to act in ways that try to

avoid or ignore or deny the
emotions … or the more we
tend to try to deal with the
emotions in ways that we feel
will minimize the effects of
the strong undesirable feelings.
There are even those of us
who have problems dealing
with strong positive feelings
like having too much fun or
joy or love. We may fear that
it is not real or that it will not
last or that I will mess it up or
any one of a whole list of reasons.
In dealing with difficult emotions and feelings, sometimes
a good offense is the best defense so we go on the attack.
We get angry, we become
belligerent, we get physical
… etc., all the time trying to
get away from those emotions/feelings that are threatening. Personally I understand anger. Fear of embarrassment or rejection or abandonment scares me to death.
So everything gets all twisted
up and confusing, which I
think is OK as long as it gets
me away from dealing with
the emotions/feelings that are
frightening for me to face.

Like I said, “Emotions are
difficult and scary and messy
to deal with.” When it comes
to love, can’t I just do loving
things and that is it? Well …
Did the Lord just require the
sacrifices and not also the
heart from the Israelites? Is
not the intent of the Sermon
on the Mount to show that
the heart, the very center and
core of the person, is indis-

pensable in living a life that
pleases the Lord? Is your
spouse happy as long as you
make contributions to the
functioning of the house and
it doesn’t matter that your
full and complete attention is
given to your hobbies, or
your buddies, or that special
parent at soccer practice?
We know that God has emotions. Passages like Isaiah
48:1-7, Isaiah 63: 7-9, Isaiah
68:7-9, Jeremiah 31:3,14,32,
and Ezekiel 16 the whole
chapter … In the New Testament, Luke 15 (the parable of
the lost sheep and the prodigal son—or rather the faithful
father) … In Matthew 14 and
Matthew 23 we see the deep
compassion of Christ for us
… In 2 Corinthians 14, God
is called “the God of all compassion” … In 1 John 4 12-21
God is described as love … In
all of these passages we understand the wide range of
emotions God has towards us.
It is really difficult to separate
God’s love for us from the
appropriate expression of the
feelings and emotions that
accompany such a declaration
or action. But He is God, so
our emotions/feelings aren’t
the same as His. Correct, but
only in that they are not
touched by sin and they are
infinite and perfect. Being
created in the image of God,
our emotions and feelings
were created in us by Him to
serve a very real and necessary function in our lives.
(Continued on page 10)

“B EING

CREATED
IN THE IMAGE
OF G OD , OUR
EMOTIONS AND
FEELINGS WERE
CREATED IN US
BY H IM TO
SERVE A VERY
REAL AND NECESSARY FUNCTION IN OUR
LIVES .”

Sometimes our
fear and insecurity
causes us to react
with anger or
aggression.
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T HANKSGIVING :

RECALLING

(Continued from page 1)

Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who
seek the Lord rejoice!
11
Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
12
Remember the wondrous works
that he has done,
his miracles and the judgments
he uttered,
13
O offspring of Israel his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen
ones!
…
10

Say also: “Save us, O God of
our salvation,
and gather and deliver us from
among the nations,
that we may give thanks to
your holy name
and glory in your praise.
36
Blessed be the Lord, the God of
Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting!”
Then all the people said, “Amen!”
and praised the Lord.
35

Bringing the Arc into
Jerusalem was an opportunity to celebrate God’s
faithfulness to Israel.

“B ECAUSE J ESUS
WAS PUNISHED
FOR OUR SIN ,
WE CAN KNOW
THAT WHAT WE
EXPERIENCE
NOW HAS A
LIMIT .”

Connects you to the
Promises of God
Giving thanks helps you see
past your own limits and connects your story to one that is
much bigger than you. This is
what David did in his song.
He doesn’t just thank God for
the current event of the reception of the Ark. He connects to the history that the
Ark represents.
Remember his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded,
for a thousand generations,
16
the covenant that he made with
Abraham,
his sworn promise to Isaac,
17
which he confirmed to Jacob as
a statute,
to Israel as an everlasting
15

18

G OD ’ S

covenant,
saying, “To you I will give the
land of Canaan,
as your portion for an inheritance.” (v. 14-18)

Specifically, David’s thanksgiving connects them to the
promises of God highlighted
by the Ark. The people of
Israel are dwelling in the land
promised 1000 years ago to
Abraham! There is a sense in
which these promises are fulfilled – they dwell in the land
and God has surely treasured
them by making them his
dwelling place.
But there is also a sense in
which these promises are not
yet fulfilled. The land hasn’t
been fully subdued and Israel
has hardly been a blessing to
the nations. There is still
more to the promise. Giving
thanks connects them to this
broader story and, as it has
them looking back, it also
gives them hope for what is to
come.
Reassures you of the
Providence of God
Seeing that bigger picture may
give you hope that one day
things will get better, but it
doesn’t say anything about the
trials that you may be in at the
moment. We need more than
just saying, “things will get
better some day.” Thanksgiving gives us more. It sheds
new light on the current circumstances themselves. Verses 19-22 help us see this.
When you were few in number,
of little account, and sojourners
in it,

19

PROVISION
20

21

22

wandering from nation to na
tion,
from one kingdom to another
people,
he allowed no one to oppress
them;
he rebuked kings on their ac
count,
saying, “Touch not my anointed ones,
do my prophets no harm!”

David remembers Israel’s past
and how much in danger they
were. They were a people
vulnerable to enemies on every side and in many cases they
were greatly threatened.
When Israel wandered in the
wilderness for those 40 years
they passed by or through the
lands of nations not happy to
see them there. The Moabites
in particular sought to destroy
them. This was not an easy
time for God’s people. And
yet, God would not allow any
enemy to overcome them.
Why?
When Israel came out of
Egypt, they came at the cost
of all firstborn children. Every first-born child in Egypt,
from the least to the greatest,
died with that fateful and final
plague. Every first-born except Jewish families. They
had painted the blood of a
lamb over the doorposts of
their homes. When the angel
of death saw the blood, he
passed over that house. This
didn’t mean that God’s people
were getting a free pass or
unfair treatment. Not at all!
As part of God’s family, it
would be God’s firstborn that
would die to set them free.
(Continued on page 9)
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W HERE DOES T HANKSGIVING LEAD ?
(Continued from page 8)

God’s firstborn was Jesus.
God’s justice was meted out.
God’s wrath was averted.
God’s rescue was begun.
Because Jesus was punished
for our sin, we can know that
what we experience now has
a limit. For those in Christ,
our struggle is not punitive.
Instead, it is a further refining
of us.
Emboldens you to Proclaim the Power of God
Gaining this right perspective
then shows us that salvation is
of the Lord alone and does
not rest in the strength of
men. So it is not just our
perspective that is changed, it
is also our purpose. Giving
thanks brings this back to
mind and thus emboldens you
to proclaim God. This what
David and his choir are doing
in verses 23-30.
Sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Tell of his salvation from day
to day.
24
Declare his glory among the
nations,
his marvelous works among all
the peoples!..
25
For great is the Lord, and
greatly to be praised,
and he is to be feared above all
gods.
26
For all the gods of the peoples
are worthless idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.
23

During the plagues, the Israelites were given a visible
display of the power of God
over the idols of Egypt. As
they wandered in the wilderness, few in number com-

pared to the nations around
them, they saw God deliver
time and again, providing
food from the heavens, water
from the rock, victory over
their foes. It was a display of
God’s power. How could
they do anything but proclaim
the power of God to save?
This is what a thankful heart
does. He proclaims God!

been saved by God, those
who have be granted faith to
believe in Jesus. Even the
earth will praise Him! Praise
is the language of God’s creation restored to a right relationship with God. Praise is
the language of assent, the
language of unity of mind and
heart. Praise is the goal of
paradise restored!

Leads you to the Praise
of God
But the psalm doesn’t end
there. Giving thanks gives
you a right perspective by
connecting you to the promises of God and reassuring you
of the providence of God, and
that right perspective emboldens you to proclaim the
power of God AND leads you
to praise God! This is the
climax of the Psalm – praise!
Look at verses 31-36,

Giving thanks connects you to
the promises of God, reassures you of the providence of
God, emboldens you to proclaim the salvation of God,
and leads you to praise God.
So give thanks for the good
and the bad circumstances of
your life. Give thanks for the
encouraging and the difficult
people in your life. Give
thanks for the promises that
lift you from your “me” perspective. Give thanks for the
providence of God that works
all things together for your
good.

Let the heavens be glad, and let
the earth rejoice,
and let them say among the
nations, “The Lord reigns!”
32
Let the sea roar, and all that
fills it;
let the field exult, and every
thing in it!
33
Then shall the trees of the
forest sing for joy
before the Lord, for he comes to
judge the earth.
34
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for
he is good;
for his steadfast love endures
forever!
31

Consider the purpose of
God’s salvation – to gather
and deliver that we may give
thanks to God and glory in
His praise. This praise will be
on the lips of all who have

“G IVING
THANKS HELPS
YOU SEE PAST
YOUR OWN LIMITS AND CONNECTS YOUR
STORY TO ONE
THAT IS MUCH
BIGGER THAN
YOU .”

F RONTLINES

P AGE 10

E MOTIONS :

AT THE HEART OF THE MAT TER

(Continued from page 7)

Checking our feelings
and emotions with
God’s word and a
trusted confidant can
help understand them.

“I S

NOT THE INTENT OF THE
S ERMON ON THE
M OUNT TO
SHOW THAT THE
HEART , THE
VERY CENTER
AND CORE OF
THE PERSON , IS
INDISPENSABLE
IN LIVING A LIFE
THAT PLEASES
THE L ORD ?”

Along with the truth of Scripture, my own rationality, the
knowledge and wisdom of my
spouse and family, the
knowledge and wisdom of the
church and others, and the
lessons of history, my emotions and feeling are part of
the information that I need to
make decisions in the real
world. Emotions and feelings
are designed to be a part of
our loving God and growing
in that love for God. They
are given to help us love and
serve others.
But all of our emotions and
feelings, along with the other
parts of our decision making
tools, are all touched by sin.
We should always start with
Scripture, but after that we
are never to emphasize any
other part of the decision
making process over the other
unless circumstances require
it. We go through the decision making process as best
we can, trust God, and make
choices. Cause and effect, the
logical consequences of my
actions, add to my growth
and development, and we are
better able to love and serve
God and others the next
time.
So what am I to do with my
feelings? They are so strong
sometimes, and it is so easy to
justify my actions based on
my strong feelings. It is just as
easy to justify my feelings
when they serve my purposes.

1) First, don’t run from
them or try to hide
them. I am not saying
that we are to emote all
over everyone whatever
we are feeling at the time.
Just don’t hide from them,
deny them, repress them,
or run from the acknowledgement that you have
this or these emotions and
you need to face them and
deal with them in your
service to the Lord. The
only people who don’t
have troubling emotions
and feelings are sociopaths.
2) Second, spend some
quiet time reflecting
on those feelings.
Where are they coming
from? How long have
your felt them? What is
driving those feelings?
What do you want to happen with your feelings?
What would be honoring
to God and helpful to others? This type of question
and others will begin the
process of giving you some
insight into those troubling
emotions.
3) Third, find a good
friend, a pastor, a
counselor to help you
work through the feelings. You need to talk
about them with someone
who can help you understand them and find a
workable helpful solution
in dealing with them in
your life.

So … When it comes to loving and serving the Lord, my
spouse, my family, the
church, others … whomever
… should I have the emotions
and feeling that go along with
that love? Yes … but not
only. Having loving feelings
does not necessarily indicate a
loving heart toward the other
person. Just like doing
church stuff is not necessarily
an indication of real love for
God. My feeling of love for
the Lord could be a reflection
of how well I think things are
going my way. My feelings of
love for my wife could be an
expression of how well the
relationship is giving me what
I think I need. Which is easier: (1) trying to love your
spouse as Christ loved the
church; or (2) giving her
flowers on Mother’s Day?
Which is more important to
her? Which does she value
more? Which is more important to the Lord? What
does the Lord really want
from you … Your Bible study
attendance or your heart really turned over to Him?
Next time we will look at
dealing with love in our lives.
As always, if any issues have
been raised for you by this
article please feel free to contact any person in the counseling group. We will be
happy to talk with you about
it.

The Counseling Group – Sam
Downing, Jeff Magee , Evelyn
Saugier, and Alisa Cotton

C HRISTMAS S UPPORT FOR P REGNANCY H ELP C ENTER
BY DEBI
BARRETT
This year
Cornerstone
will be supporting the
Katy area
Pregnancy
Help Center (PHC) in a variety of ways, and we are hoping our families will gather
round and take part in a few
of the activities:
“Ornaments” will provide needed supplies
For three weeks, beginning
Sunday, November 29, we
will have a Christmas tree in
the Sanctuary Foyer with
“ornaments”. Each paper
ornament will have an item
printed on it that you may

purchase to help the women
and their families – anything
from items for the babies and
small children, to maternity
clothes, to Gift Cards.
We will have a Christmas
box near the tree where you
can leave your donated
items. Our last day to receive donations will be Sunday, December 13.

Gingerbread Jog will be
fun for all
PHC’s Fourth Annual Gingerbread Jog will be held on
Saturday, December 12, at
LaCenterra in Cinco Ranch.
This event includes a 5K Run
(begins at 8:00 a.m.), a 1mile Kids Fun Run (begins at
8:05) and a 1-mile Family
Walk / Run (begins at 8:10).

1351 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org
On the Web @
www.cornerstonekaty.org
Seeking to renew our families,
our communities, and our world
by bringing faith and life
together in Christ.

The 1-mile Kids Fun Run
was added this year and is for
children under the age of 12.
They will also have children’s crafts and activities
during and after the race
from 8:00 - 10:00 a.m.
Register online at
thedriven.net or call the
Pregnancy Help Center at
281-578-0078. This will be
great fun for the whole family! The proceeds from this
fundraiser will benefit PHC
operations so they may continue to provide these services at no cost to their clients.
Pregnancy Help Center
provides many services
The mission at the PHC is to
minister to the physical,

emotional, and spiritual
needs of women and their
extended families as they
deal with the circumstances
surrounding a present, potential, or former pregnancy
by sharing the truth and love
of Jesus Christ.
They provide pregnancy
tests, peer mentoring for
men and women, educational classes and the Earn While
You Learn (EWYL) program. PHC encourages and
teaches healthy parenting.
They also provide abortion
recovery classes for those
that are in need of healing.
Praying for a great turnout at
the Gingerbread Jog and a
wonderfully full box that we
can deliver to PHC. Thank
you!

