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R EIMAGINING E VANGELISM : I NVITING F RIENDS
ON A

S PIRITUAL J OURNEY

BY CARTER SANGER
“I don't like to push things
on people if they don't want
them. I'm kind of introverted. I'm not good at
arguing with people; I avoid
conflict, and I hate awkwardness in relationships.
So evangelism is not for me.
I feel guilty that I don't
share my faith. But I feel
inadequate, shut down, and
even inauthentic about becoming an extroverted crusader for God.” (Rick Richardson. Reimagining Evangelism: Inviting Friends on a
Spiritual Journey (Kindle
Locations 118-120). Kindle
Edition.)
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OFFCIERS ELECTED FOR

At the Congregational
Meeting in December, two
new officers were elected to
serve three-year terms. Ben
Colston will be joining the
Session, and Ben Moyer will
serve as a Deacon. They
will be ordained and installed during worship in
January.
Specific duties for each of
the officers will be deter-

Session
Ben Colston
Gene Cover
Kent Saugier
Jonathan Tucker
Deacons
John Barrett



Sunday School for winter/
spring will resume January
8 and adult class will
feature the book of James,
taught by Kent Saugier.



Gulf South Presbytery will
meet in Meridian, Mississippi, on Friday and Saturday, January 27-28.
Please pray for their proceedings.



A Congregational Meeting
will be held February 12 to
adopt the 2017 budget.



God is good. Let us give
thanks for his provision.
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mined at the first meeting
of the year, January 17. In
the meantime, these are the
men who will be leading
Cornerstone in 2017:
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Please pray for these men
and for our pastors—Carter
Sanger, Nathan Cotton, and
Allen White—as they seek
to discern God’s will for
Cornerstone and lead us to
follow it.
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BEGINNING AGAIN
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S ESSION H IGHLIGHTS
BY GENE COVER

 We made some minor ad-

 As we wound up our study

“E VERYONE

IS
DYING TO TELL
THEIR STORY ,
AND IT ’ S SOMETIMES A CHALLENGE TO FIND
SOMEONE WHO
IS WILLING TO
HEAR IT .”

on attentive listening skills,
Sam Downing summarized
what our objectives are.
Everyone is dying to tell
their story, and it’s sometimes a challenge to find
someone who is willing to
hear it. He warned us to
not be the ones to figure
out the problem and solve
it. That is an agenda killer
and we don’t have to do
that. Just ask and listen.

justments to the proposed
2017 church budget and
approved it. The final
number is up from the revised 2016 budget. It appears that we will end 2016
with a surplus. Praise God!
 Nathan Cotton is working

with others to develop a
detailed plan for the Katy
Gospel Project, the church
plant for west Katy. Cornerstone, as the parent
church, will make a signifi-

cant financial contribution
to support this church
plant.
 It appears that Marlen’s

ministry has changed in
Kazakhstan. We will be
asking him to submit a new
application for support so
that we can see what his
objectives are now.

C ORNERSTONE ' S G ENEROUS R ESPONSE TO T HE
P REGNANCY H ELP C ENTER
BY DEBI BARRETT

The size of our donation
was amazing to PHC staff.

Late November brought our
Second Annual Christmas
Tree Donation to the Katy
Pregnancy Help Center. Many of you took an
ornament or two and returned with purchased items
for the families that come to
the Center.
After only three short weeks,
our church family donated so

much that the receptionist
who helped us carry it in was
almost in tears with disbelief
over the generosity shown
through all of you. There
were nearly 60 sleepers and
onesies, 8 huge boxes of diapers ( that's 100's!), 11 large
bottles of lotion and bath
soap, 22 bath towels and wash
cloths, 5 wonderful Safety
sets, nearly 20 pacifiers, 6
large boxes of wipes (over

1,000!) and $380 in gift
cards!
Showing God's love, and His
provision, is such a joy.
Thank you so much, church
family, for all of your generosity and care in taking the
time during this busy season
to share in this local mission. Praising God for you!

N EW DIRECTORIES ARE COMING IN
THE NEW YEAR
With several new families joining
Cornerstone in the past year, and
some much-loved ones moving
away, it is time for us to update
our church directory.
If you have a 2016 directory,
please take a look at your entry
and send any corrections to Carol Kutzer at
info@cornerstonekaty.org.

If you took a family picture for
Christmas, that would be a great
one for us to use, too. You can
email those to Carol.
We hope to have the new directories ready to publish by February 1.
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W OMEN ’ S C ENTRAL P ERK WILL FEATURE GUEST
SPEAKER ON F RIDAY , J ANURARY 13
BY LAUREN PECHACEK
Join us Friday, January 13, at
7:00 p.m. for a time of fellowship at Cornerstone. For
this Women's Central Perk,
we will have a guest speaker,
Aida Ogenga.

Aida, and her husband Morris, have been instrumental in
planting churches throughout
East Africa, including Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania;
establishing an orphanage, a
seminary, and digging fresh
water wells throughout subSaharan East Africa.

Come hear how God called
Aida to serve Him, although
it cost her everything.
(Matthew 19:29)
Childcare will be provided for this evening.
Aida Ogenga will speak at
the January 13 Women’s
Central Perk about the work
that she and her husband
have done in Africa.

O THER UPCOMING EVENTS ...
You said what?
Stepping Stones—for girls
ages 10-14—will begin again
on Friday, January 6. These
monthly events will be held in
the Fellowship Hall, and Cornerstone girls are encouraged
to invite their friends to
come, too. The fun begins at
7:00 p.m.
Speaker for the first meeting
will be Beverly Tucker, who

will share good advice on the
wise use of our words. We
will have some refreshments
and an activity to complete
the evening.
We are half-way there!
It is hard to believe that this
year’s Heart-to-Heart ministry will reach its half-way
point at the end of January.
Mentors will meet for a Half-

C HRISTMAS
C EILI STARTS
THE SEASON OFF
Cold weather didn’t keep Cornerstone members and friends from
starting the Christmas season with
our annual Christmas Ceili on Friday evening, December 3.
The fireplace and several heaters
helped, as those attending joined in
a time of singing, stories, and sharing holiday treats. Jeremy Smith
was Master of Ceremonies and kept
everything going. Rhonda Sanger’s
story of the boy who didn’t believe
in Santa was priceless.

Time Refresher on Friday,
January 29, at 6:00 p.m.
Supper will be provided, followed by a time to encourage
each other and talk about how
the mentoring is going.
A closing dinner for all the
Mentors, Mentees, and Prayer Warriors is scheduled for
Friday, April 28, at 6:00 p.m.
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C HILDREN ’ S M INISTRY H IGHLIGHTS
BY CAROL KUTZER

 And the winner is…

Our nursery could use some
of those toddler clothes your
kids have outgrown, as well
as diapers and blankets.

The winner of December’s
Peppermint Game is Ms.
Ann Alcorn! Her guess of
75 was the closest to the
total number of pieces of
peppermints in the jar
without going over (87).
Congratulations, Ms. Ann!
She will receive a Chick-filA coupon and all the peppermints from the jar. Be
sure to submit your guess
for January’s Dum Dum

Pops Game…and be sure
to write clearly and include your FULL name.
To encourage our kids to
read the Frontlines newsletter, winners must ask
Mrs. Kutzer for their
prize.

 Mentoring.

Who is
mentoring you? Who
are you mentoring?
After the sermon series on
mentoring some of you
may be looking for opportunities to mentor others.

If you are interested in
mentoring our children or
youth please contact the
Carol Kutzer at
info@CornerstoneKaty.org
to discuss opportunities.



Wanted: If you are
cleaning out your children’s closets anytime
soon, please keep our
nursery in mind. Items
we could use include:
toddlers shorts, leggings,
and t-shirts; outgrown
diapers; napping pads/
mats; and light blankets.

K IDZ C LUB ENDS FOR THE FALL
Kidz Club wrapped up another season at nearby The Gallery apartments with a Christmas party on Tuesday, December 6. (See pictures below.)

Preschool and elementary-age
children who have attended
the past six weeks were treated to a great magic show by
John Dahlinger, retelling of
the Christmas story, singing,
and refreshments.
The regular
Kidz Club
meetings
this fall
featured
stories from
the life of
Joseph told
by Evelyn
Saugier,

along with games, memory
verse challenge led by Carol
Kutzer, songs led by Jeremy
Smith, and an object lesson by
Kent Saugier and Drew
Itchon.
Thanks to the Jim and Becky
Yuvancic, Debi Barrett, and
Rhonda Sanger for being
“house parents” and showing
the love of Christ to the kids.
Gene Cover was the “whistle
blower”, and refreshments
were provided by Linda Cover and Monique Dahlinger.
Jack and Tucker Kutzer were
always around to throw a ball
or two.
Kidz Club will
begin again in the
spring, so plan to
come and be part
of this outreach
project.
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CERT T RAINING COULD HELP US MINISTER TO
OUR COMMUNITY
BY CAROL KUTZER
Cornerstones mission statement is, “Renewing our families, our communities, and
our world by bringing faith
and life together in Christ.” I
was reminded of this when
recently, I was made aware of
free training which could help
us be better trained to serve
our community in case of a
disaster. Information about
these classes follows; however, you should know the class
takes 8 weeks and will be
offered in April, June, and
September. Lauren Pechacek
and I plan to attend the January class which is already
booked. For more information, see below, then visit:
www.hcesd48.org/cert-training.
From the HCESD48 website:
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training
is a Federal Emergency Management Agency program that
educates citizens about the
hazards they face in their
community and trains them in
lifesaving skills. If needed
following a disaster, these
citizen-responders use their
training as part of a neighborhood or workplace team to
help others when professional
responders are overwhelmed
or not immediately available.
CERT members provide immediate assistance to victims
in their area, organize spontaneous volunteers who have
not had the training, and col-

lect disaster intelligence that
will assist professional responders with prioritization
and allocation of resources
when they arrive.
CERT is a positive and realistic approach to emergency
and disaster situations where
citizens will be initially on
their own and their actions
can make a difference. CERT
is about readiness, people
helping people, rescuer safety, and doing the greatest
good for the greatest number.
Purpose of the Program
CERT promotes a partnering
between emergency management and response agencies
and the people in the community that they serve. The goal
is to train members of neighborhoods and workplaces in
basic response skills. Then
CERT teams are formed and
maintained as part of the
emergency response capability for their area.
If there is a natural or manmade event that overwhelms
or delays the community's
professional responders,
CERT members can assist
others by applying the basic
response and organizational
skills that they learned during
their CERT training. These
skills can help save and sustain
lives until help arrives.
CERT members also can volunteer for special projects
that improve a community's
preparedness.

How It Works
The basic 24-hour CERT
training for community
groups is delivered in 3-hour
sessions, one evening a week
over an 8-week period.
Through training, citizens
will learn how to prepare for
disaster emergencies, put out
small fires, provide basic
medical aid by treating the
three killers in opening airways, control bleeding, and
treating for shock; light
search for and rescue victims
safely; organize themselves
and spontaneous volunteers
to be effective, and disaster
psychology.
A Terrorism Module is included to educate CERT
members about CBRNE
(Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and Highyield Explosives) agents. The
8th week concludes with a
mock disaster exercise where
participants practice the skills
they learned throughout the
course.

“... THESE

CITIZEN RESPONDERS USE
THEIR TRAINING AS
PART OF A NEIGHBORHOOD OR
WORKPLACE TEAM
TO HELP OTHERS
WHEN PROFESSIONAL RESPONDERS ARE
OVERWHELMED OR
NOT IMMEDIATELY
AVAILABLE .”
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“...I

AM MORE
AND MORE
EAGER TO START
SHIFTING OUR
CULTURE TO
ONE THAT IS
SHAPED BY
ORGANIC
OUTREACH .”

A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY :
(Continued from page 1)

choices in light of the bigger
picture - of what is really true
and important.
This is helpful when we realize that not everyone is at the
same point in their spiritual
journey. Jesus’ parable in
Mark 4:26-29 helps us see
this.

Like plants, evangelism
has various stages.

“The kingdom of God is as if a
man should scatter seed on the
ground. He sleeps and rises night
and day, and the seed sprouts and
grows; he knows not how. The
earth produces by itself, first the
blade, then the ear, then the full
grain in the ear. But when the
grain is ripe, at once he puts in
the sickle, because the harvest has
come.”

COME ALONG

Just as seed that is sown must
grow through different stages
before it is ready for harvest,
so do people as they grow
into a relationship with Jesus.
This isn’t surprising and fits
what we see in the lives of the
disciples.
In another book, I Once Was
Lost: What Postmodern Skeptics
Taught Us About Their Path to
Jesus, the authors describe the
results of many interviews
with Millennials on the different thresholds that had to be
crossed in order for them to
arrive at a relationship with
Christ. The thresholds point
to the need to meet them on
their terms, build relationships of trust, and being willing to speak truth into their

particular situations when the
time is right.
Strategy for the coming
year
It’s time to start thinking
about our next strategy. As I
get further and further into
my time with the Evangelism
Cohort, I am more and more
eager to start shifting our
culture to one that is shaped
by organic outreach.
I would ask that our leaders
start praying about this and
begin asking themselves,
“What is my outreach temperature? What is Cornerstone’s outreach temperature?” The two will certainly
be related.
Carter

T HURSDAY
E VENING
W OMEN ' S
S TUDY BEGINS
J ANUARY 12

W OMEN ’ S T HURSDAY M ORNING
S TUDY TO B EGIN J ANUARY 19
BY BEVERLY TUCKER
Please join us as we read and
study, Get Real: Sharing
Your Everyday Faith Every
Day, by John S. Leonard.
This book came highly recommended by Alisa Cotton
and Evelyn Saugier as a very
practical and tangible approach to evangelism. A
summary from the book’s
cover:
“Evangelism Gets More Real,
Less Awkward. Instead of an
awkward experience, sharing
your faith can be a simple,
everyday part of life. As you
grow in your love for Jesus, sharing him with others will overflow

into every conversation. Casual
interactions will turn into significant moments that bring the
gospel into all your relationships.”
All women are invited to join
us on Thursday mornings
from 9:15 a.m. until 11:30
a.m. to share in fellowship,
prayer, and God’s word.
Childcare is available, but
please let us know the ages of
the children that need care so
we can be prepared. Books
will be available to purchase
for $13, before the study
begins on January 19. Please
make checks payable to Cornerstone EPC.

1351 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org
On the Web @
www.cornerstonekaty.org
Seeking to renew our families,
our communities, and our world
by bringing faith and life
together in Christ.

Contact Beverly Tucker if
you have questions.

BY LAUREN PECHACEK
The Thursday evening women’s study will resume
Thursday, January 12 at 7:00
p.m.

We will be diving into Philippians using Sinclair Ferguson’s Let’s Study Philippians
study guide.
The guides are available for
purchase from the church for
$11. Please make checks
payable to Cornerstone EPC.
Childcare will be provided.

