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C HURCH AS A B AT TALION
BY CARTER SANGER
There are many pictures the
Scriptures paint for the
church – a bride, a temple,
a family – for example. But
it also paints the church as a
battalion, empowered to
break down the gates of
hell, go behind enemy lines,
and rescue the captives.
We see this in Jesus’ first
description of the church in
Matthew 16:18, “I will build
my church and the gates of hell
will not prevail against it.” He
did this himself as he cast
out demons and healed the
sick explaining that “one
stronger (implying himself)

than the strong man (the devil)
has come.”
One of the moving things
about the Great Commission that he gave upon his
ascension to heaven is its
empowering of the church.
“All authority on heaven and
earth has been given to
me…” (that is enough to
give you pause right there as
you think about it),
“therefore go and make disciples
of men…” The church, as a
battalion, is called to spiritual battle and empowered
to succeed.
Coordinated, Strategic Advance
Applying this to the particular church allows us to think
of Cornerstone as a particu-

S PECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST :

lar unit of Christ’s army.
We are meant to function as
a team, with coordinated
and strategic effort. Our
particular mission statement
reflects our particular direction as a team, and our
structure is the means of
our carrying this out. That
structure is defined by 4
core ministry teams: Worship, Extending Grace, Living in Community, and
Learning to Follow Jesus
(W.E.L.L.). Where do you
fit?
Each of our teams is tasked
with working out our mis(Continued on page 6)

T ECHNOLOGY U PGRADE FOR C HILDREN ' S
M INISTRY BEGINS IN A UGUST
BY ALISA COTTON
We are updating! Starting Sunday, August 6,
there will be a big change
in the way you drop off
your children for Sunday
school, worship, and special
events. This will better
serve the families with children of our church by:
1) Simplifying drop off and
pick up

2) Providing a more secure
method of keeping track
of children and their
needs (parental contact
info, allergies, etc.).
3) No sweat transition! We
will have a few volunteers
manning each station for
the first few weeks to help
you get comfortable!
Here's how the process will
work:

1) Find a Green tablet to
check-in. (1 station located in the Sanctuary, 1
station located in the
Fellowship Hall, 1 person with the tablet walking around.)



Join us for a Continental
Breakfast at 10:00 on
Sunday, August 6, and
meet some of our friends
from Arc.



Regular Sunday schedule
will resume Sunday,
September 10.



Please be in prayer for all
of our members who are
traveling this summer.



Our next 2:42 Lunch will
be on Sunday, September
3. Join us as we get back
in the swing for fall!
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S ESSION H IGHLIGHTS

Our Elders, Deacons, and
others have found the book
Deep and Wide has some
thought-provoking ideas.

“W E NOTICE THAT
THE DISCIPLES WENT
WHERE THE PEOPLE
WERE .”

BY GENE COVER

of contact.

We had a quite different
agenda this month, dispensing
with all the usual reports so
that we could focus on one
topic: how to reshape our
WELL teams to become functioning outreach teams.

A particular church is a particular mission team. We
need to get unified in our
approach to outreach, but
how do we function? One
way is by having Organic
Outreach Influence Teams.
Our current Session structure
makes the WELL teams ideally suited to function very well
as these outreach teams.

We started with a review of
our mission statement:
“renewing our families, our
communities and our world
by bringing faith and life together in Christ”, which
stems from the Great Commission.
We notice that the disciples
went where the people were.
The UK is operating as if it is
still in Christendom, which is
doubtful. The US is less a
church culture and is becoming more and more unchurched. A Barna survey of
Millennials showed that they,
more than any other age
group, prefer one-on-one
mentoring to any other type

three questions we are trying
to answer:
 Is the setting appealing?
 Is the presentation engag-

ing?
 Is the content helpful?

To apply this idea, Carter led
us through an examination of
our Worship service and
asked how to make the Sunday morning experience more
inviting and appealing to visitors? We read Chapter 9 of
Deep and Wide: Creating
Churches Unchurched People Love
to Attend, by Andy Stanley.

In the coming months we will
be addressing each of these
questions. This will include
everything from the time a
visitor drives in the parking
lot on Sunday morning until
they leave after worship. The
Worship team has been meeting and has developed quite
an amazing list of simple
things we could be doing to
enhance the Sunday experience at Cornerstone, both
physically and in our procedures.

Chapter 9 deals with Creating
Irresistible Environments.
We realize that we may have
blind spots that we can’t see
but which are glaringly obvious to a visitor. There are

We will also be looking for
ways to reinvigorate the
WELL teams. Be thinking
about what we need to do
differently. The elders covet
your prayers and input.

Dear Cornerstone family,
Thank you all so much for your prayers and
kindness during Betty/Mother's recent hospitalization and passing. A special thanks to Carter,
Nathan, Allen, Alisa, Jeremy, Gene, and Linda
and her food preparation team. The plant you
sent is lovely and reminds us of how sweet it is to
be part of such a loving church family.

Dan and Kara Kolesar’s son Levi Chris was baptized while
they were here from Norway following his grandmother
Betty Alexander’s death.

Please continue to keep us in your prayers over
the next weeks. Even though we are joyful that
Betty is enjoying the presence of Jesus that she
had waited for so long, we still miss her.
In Christ!
Susie (for Tom, Becky, and the rest of the family)
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WCP S PECIAL EVENT —P RAYER N IGHT SET FOR
A UGUST 11
As we prepare to start another school and ministry year,
the women of Cornerstone
will come together on Friday,
August 11, from 7:00 to 9:00
p.m. in the church sanctuary
to pray for our church, our
families, our members, and
our missions. This special
event will be our Women’s

Central Perk for August, and
we hope that all the women
of Cornerstone will be part of
it—even if you do not usually
attend WCP.
This will be a time of both
group and private prayer as
we lift up all the things on our
hearts—growth for our

church, protection for our
members and children, and
spiritual growth for all of us.
Please plan to join your sisters
in Christ for this special evening as we rely on God’s
promise, “Call to me and I
will answer you,….”

Dear Cornerstone Church Family-Please accept our deepest gratitude for what all of
you as a church body has done for us the past five
weeks.
This has been a difficult time for our family, and
you all have walked alongside us, covering us in
prayer, providing meals and support. We are
blessed beyond measure to have a church that
truly understands what it means to love their
brothers and sisters in Christ.
With much thanks,
The Peterson Family

W OMEN ’ S B IBLE S TUDY : T HURSDAY
BEGINNING

MORNINGS

S EPTEMBER 14

By Beverly Tucker
Cornerstone women and
guests are invited to study the
Apostle Paul’s letter to Titus
this fall beginning Thursday,
September 14. Please join us
for an in-depth look at this
important, three-chapter
book.
The following summary is
from the study website:
“This 9-lesson study covers
the natural relationship be-

tween sound doctrine and
sound living. What we believe inevitably surfaces in
how we conduct ourselves.
We will learn the foundational truths of the Christian faith,
truths that instruct, motivate,
and transform men and women within the home, the
church, and society.”
Each week will begin with a
time of fellowship (and
snacks!) at 9:15 a.m. We will
then discuss the lesson and

questions and end with a time
of prayer. We are usually
finished by 11:30 a.m.
Childcare is available for preschool aged children and infants. We also have a room
available for home-schooled
children to work on their
studies.
If you have questions about
the study or childcare, please
talk to Beverly Tucker or
Evelyn Saugier .

Thursday morning
women’s study resumes in
September with the book
of Titus.
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C HILDREN ’ S M INISTRY H IGHLIGHTS
☺
“T HIS

FALL , WE
CONTINUE
OUR STUDY
ON WHERE WE
SEE J ESUS IN
THE O LD T ESTAMENT ….”

And the winner is…The
winner of July’s Red, White
and Blue Skittles Game is Mr.
Aaron Roberson (Ms. Ann’s
son). His guess of 700 pieces
of candy was the closest to
the actual count of 1,509
without going over. Congratulations, Aaron! He will receive a Chick-fil-A coupon
and all the candy in the jar.
Be sure to submit your guess
for August’s Candy Game…
and be sure to write clearly
and include your FIRST &
LAST names. To encourage
our kids to read the Frontlines newsletter, winners
must ask Mrs. Kutzer for
their prize.

☺

Technology Upgrade in
Children’s Ministry: Please
see the article located in this
newsletter about our new
Check-In procedures taking
effect August 6.

☺

Sunday Morning Classes:
All Sunday school classes will
resume on September 10.

☺

Sunday Morning Curriculum: This fall, we continue
our study on where we see
Jesus in the Old Testament,
starting with Moses and finish
the year with Samuel.

☺

Volunteer Workshop
September 16: If you are a

current volunteer and have
not attended a Volunteer
Workshop in the past three
years, or hope to begin working with our children or
youth in the near future,
please plan to attend this important event. More information located in a separate
article.

☺

Get to know our Childcare Workers: Question of
the month – If you could go
anywhere in the world,
where would you go?
• Ms. Ann – Hawaii
• Ms. Kinsey – Italy or
Hawaii
• Ms. April – Egypt
• Ms. Carol – New Jersey

V OLUNTEER W ORKSHOP :
S ATURDAY , S EPTEMBER 16
9:00 A . M . – 2:00 P . M .
BY CAROL KUTZER
If you are a current volunteer
and have not attended a Volunteer Workshop in the past
three years, or hope to begin
working with our children or
youth in the near future,
please plan to attend this important event. You will receive training on the new
Check-In procedures and the
Planning Center. We will also
review our current Child
Abuse Prevention Policies and
Cornerstone policies as they
relate to our children.
Carol Kutzer was recognized for her 10 years as
our “Church Lady” during worship in July.

Please bring a sack lunch!
Dessert, snacks and beverages
will be provided. Childcare
WILL BE provided upon request.
If you prefer a weeknight to a
weekend for training, please
let Carol know. If enough
people are interested, we can
add another Workshop and
spread it over 2 or 3 nights.
To sign up or for more information please contact Carol
Kutzer at 281-579-1080 or
info@CornerstoneKaty.org.
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C OME HELP AT THE A RC O PEN H OUSE
BY DONIECE RUSSELL
Summer’s end is fast approaching, and soon it will be
time to say “Goodbye” to our
Arc campers.
The Arc Open House is their
opportunity to celebrate with
their parents, caregivers, and
others in the Katy community
all they have accomplished
over the summer. Corner-

stone will be hosting the
Open House on Thursday,
August 10, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
We are planning for approximately 80 guests. If you have
not already signed up to help,
please consider doing so.
Carol has a link on Facebook
to sign up to help and/or
bring items.

You can also contact Doniece
Russell at (281-455-8519) if
you did not receive the signup
invitation back in July, or go
to the following link to sign
up:

www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0a45acad23abf85arcofkaty.

Come meet the Arc
campers and help serve or
bring food for the Open
House.

T HANKS FOR ALL
YOUR WORK !
A big “thank you” to everyone who
came out to help with the three work
days in July.

Heart-to-Heart will hold
its Orientation Coffee at
Lauren Torregano’s
home on Sunday, October 1. Ladies, mark your
calendars now!

You may have noticed that the sanctuary is brighter with the new LED lights
they installed, as well as putting new
batteries in the smoke alarms, clearing
out tons of old paint, and many other
things on Jack Kutzer and Mark Williams’ to-do lists.

T ECHNOLOGY :
CHILDREN AT

NEW CHECK - IN PROCEDURE FOR

C ORNERSTONE

(Continued from page 1)

check-in? Make sure your
information is correct and add
any missing information that
we should know about your
child, i.e. allergies, etc.)
3) Choose the event
( i.e. Nursery, Sunday
School, Worship Training,
etc.) and choose which
child.
4) Print out your stickers and

apply to the back of each
child. Keep the numbered
code for pick up!
5) Drop your children off in
their classrooms !
6) When you are ready to
pick up your child please
show the sticker with the
code number to the Childcare Workers/
Volunteers.

Feedback and questions are
welcomed!
Contact Carol Kutzer (281579-1080), Lauren Pechacek
(or Alisa Cotton for help!

Our new check-in
procedure will help
make our child care
more secure.
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N EW BOOK IS GOOD FOR SMALL GROUPS
BY EVELYN SAUGIER

Counseling book is
not just for
counselors.

“F ORGETTING

OUR
SINFULNESS WHILE
REMEMBERING
G OD ' S GREAT LOVE
FOR US CAUSES US
TO BE WHAT THE
AUTHORS CALL ,
‘H APPY
M ORALISTS ’,”

I noticed a copy of Counsel
From the Cross on my Dallas
daughter-in-law's coffee table
early this summer, and was
intrigued. After a brief perusal, I decided to order one for
myself, thinking that it
seemed like a good resource
for my lay counseling library
and could possibly be helpful
to others as well.
Like many books that are entered into thinking they'll "be
good for some one else", I
was soon made aware that
there was much in this book
for me to apply to my own
"life situations", as I got
into the book's discussion of
the heart of our human brokenness.

Basically, this book is about
the gospel, which is reiterated
again, and again, and again…
there is no missing the authors' point! "We are more
sinful and flawed than we
ever dared believe, and
we are more loved and wel-

B ATALLION :

Forgetting our sinfulness
while remembering God's
great love for us causes us to
be what the authors call,
"Happy Moralists", people
who figure God is pretty darn
happy to have them on His
side ("I know God loves me.
Why wouldn't He?"). Forgetting God's great love while
being acutely aware of our sin
results in our being "Sad
Moralists" (I can't believe that
God loves me like that; why
would He?") Both are moralists, trusting in their own
efforts to gain God's favor.
In contrast, the gospelcentered Christian says," I'm
amazed and enthralled every
day as I consider His love for
me!" (Truth that no one ever

consistently lives up to!) But
with grace and humor, the
authors gently turn our heads
to what we truly are believing, how that is resulting in
faulty thinking, and what we
need to remember instead!
Upon the establishment of
this foundation, they discuss
the gospel and our sanctification, our emotions, and our
relationships.
There are study questions at
the end of each of the
(approximately 20-page) 9
chapters, and several helpful
appendices at the end of the
book, including scripture
passages by topic, for use
in counseling. This book
would make a great small
group study, and I found it to
be extremely revealing of
what was going on in my own
heart as I read it.
Counsel From the Cross:
Connecting Broken People to
the Love of Christ is by Elyse
Fitzpatrick and Dennis E
Johnson.

WHERE IS YOUR PLACE ?

sion within its particular
sphere.

teams are similarly tasked,
and now is the time to consider where you will serve.

The Worship team, which
focuses on everything happening on Sunday morning (apart
from Sunday School) has been
hard at work strategizing over
ways we can remove obstacles
to worship and the gospel for
our people and especially our
visitors. You’ll get to see
some of the results of this
work soon enough. The other

How do you know where to
serve? You can ask, where has
God give me a passion and
gifts to serve? If you’re not
sure, we have a great tool to
help you in this, which is our
spiritual gift assessment. It’s
more thorough than anything
I’ve seen in my many years in
the church. I highly recommend it.

(Continued from page 1)

Look for ways our
Worship Team is
making changes to
remove obstacles to
worship and the
gospel.

comed than we ever dared
hope. The Father has given
His son to make us His own."
Their well-made premise is
that when this great truth
becomes "white noise"
in our lives, all sorts of sinful,
hurtful, desperate behavior
results.

Let me leave you with this
exhortation. Pray about serving and find your place. Talk
to me or any of our elders if
you have questions, want to
learn more, or know where
God is leading you and let’s
be a coordinated spiritual
battalion for Christ.
Longing for Christ’s Kingdom,
Carter
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CONSCIOUS AND UNCONSCIOUS CAUSES

The following is the conclusion of
Sam’s article from July:
BY SAM DOWNING

#5 cause of depression.
There is almost always a cognitive component to depression. When we experience
depression we feel bad and
we think negative and wrong
thoughts. These negative and
wrong thoughts, the cognitive
component, have two parts: a
conscious part and an unconscious part.
Let’s say that our friend BillyBob has just been made part
of the down-sizing his company is going through as the
result of the drop in oil prices. BillyBob has always put a
lot of emotional investment in
his job so he is really angry.
However, like a man, he
swallows his anger and puts
on a strong face for his family
and at church. He soon finds
himself depressed. When he
comes in for help he talks a
lot about how he will never
find a job that pays as well as
the one he lost. He talks
about how he just barely got
by in college in his engineering courses. He goes on and
on about how lucky he was to
be hired at all. He is really
scared that he will never be
able to support his growing
family and mentions frequently his feelings of failure as a
man, as a husband and father,
and as a Christian. These are
examples of BillyBob’s conscious thoughts and beliefs.
These are the thoughts and
beliefs he is aware of, he talks

about, and the thoughts and
beliefs friends who are trying
to help him argue with him
about.
The reason his friends counter
arguments have no effect (as
correct as they may be) is that
there are deeper and usually
unconscious thoughts and
beliefs that are driving BillyBob’s conscious thoughts.
When we are able to get beyond the sufferer’s conscious
thought we will find unconscious core thoughts and beliefs like: “If I don’t have a
high paying job, I am a failure! To be a failure would
affirm the truth that I am incompetent and a fake and
fraud! If I can’t support my
family I will lose my wife and
children. If I lose my family I
will be all alone … no one
will love me!”
These examples of unconscious core thoughts and beliefs are the real culprit.
These types of core thoughts
and beliefs are the real core
beliefs of the sufferer. They
drive the depressed person’s
life and affect almost everything he/she does including
spiritual growth and development. These core beliefs are
almost always contrary to the
truth and wisdom of Scripture. A lot of BillyBob’s work
and effort on the job, at
home, and even at church
would have been attempts to
keep these core beliefs at bay.
But wait a moment! If BillyBob is a Christian, doesn’t he
have core beliefs that are right

and true according to the
Word of God? Yes, he would.
He would have core beliefs
like the Biblical God is the
true God; I am a son of God;
Christ is my savior; I trust the
finished work of Christ on the
Cross for my redemption;
and others. Then would not
the true core beliefs override
the negative untrue core beliefs?
Think of it like this. Imagine
that you have a fear of snakes.
You know that most snakes
are not poisonous but are in
fact beneficial. You know that
snakes do not feel cold and
slimy and will retreat rather
than attack. These are some
of your true core beliefs
about snakes. However you
also have false core beliefs
that all snakes are dangerous,
poisonous, cold and slimy,
and will attack and kill. So
how will you react when you
find the little green snake in
your house … according to
your untrue core beliefs or
according to your true core
beliefs? Most of us will react
to the snake out of fear generated by our untrue core beliefs even though we know
they are untrue. In order to
help you overcome your fear
of snakes your untrue core
beliefs must be uncovered and
dealt with. It really doesn’t
matter how many true beliefs
you adhere to about snakes.
Until those core untrue beliefs are worked through you
will still react to all snakes
out of fear.
(Continued on page 8)

Snakes are all
dangerous!

What we secretly believe
may not match the truth
that we know.

“W HEN WE
EXPERIENCE
DEPRESSION WE
FEEL BAD AND
WE THINK
NEGATIVE AND
WRONG
THOUGHTS .”

C AUSES OF DEPRESSION :
(Continued from page 7)

There are several other
causes but we will go over
them in the next article.
For now I want to offer
some help to those who
may be involved with a
loved one who is going
through depression….
 Encourage your
loved one to seek
help. Get them to a
trained pastor or Christian counselor or Christian psychiatrists. If
they are already getting
help encourage them to
stay with it. If they are
on medication encourage them to take their
medication as prescribed



YOU CAN HELP

Be willing to listen.
Let your loved ones
know that you want to
understand how he/she
feels. Listen carefully
and don’t offer unsolicited advice.



Give positive reinforcement. Remind
that person of how much
he/she means to you.



Offer assistance. Give
suggestions about specific tasks you’d be willing
to do for them or help
them accomplish.



1351 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org
On the Web @
www.cornerstonekaty.org
Seeking to renew our families,
our communities, and our world
by bringing faith and life
together in Christ.

Help create a low
stress environment.
Creating a regular routine may help a person

part of the churches Biblical responsibilities.

with depression feel
more in control.




Locate helpful organizations. Help locate support groups and
other organizations that
offer help to depressed
persons and encourage
them to attend. Sometimes that may mean
driving them to the
meetings and back home
after the meetings.
Encourage regular
church, small group,
Bible study attendance. A loving church
community is a place
that should supply emotional and spiritual encouragement. That is



Make plans together.
Ask your loved one to
join you for a walk, or a
bike ride, or a night out
at the movies. Try to
pick activities your loved
one previously enjoyed.
Encourage but don’t
force.

As usual, if anything stated
or mentioned in this article raises questions for you
please feel free to contact
one of our pastors, or elders, or one of our trained
lay counselors (Jeff Magee,
Evelyn Saugier, Sam
Downing or Alisa Cotton).

