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Renewing our families, our communities, and our world by bringing faith and life together in Christ.

S O W HAT IS REALLY IMPORTANT ?
BY CARTER SANGER

moments like this that make
you take stock of life and
consider what’s really important.

Just after midnight I got a
call from my sister. Dad
was taken to the hospital in
an ambulance. He had a
So, what is really imseizure. I was so out of it
portant? Not Facebook
when she called
“likes”. Not
that the danger
fitting into
... HOW CAN YOU
didn’t register
the “in”
MOVE FROM CULuntil I woke at
crowd. Not
TURAL C HRISTIAN4:00 a.m. and
degrees, job
ITY TO KINGDOM talked to my
titles, or
MINDED LIVING ?
mother for an
salaries.
update.
Not cultural
Christianity. In the end, it
Needless to say, I’m writing
is the Kingdom of God that
this from Oklahoma, as I
endures. It is the stone in
wait on further tests to try
Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel
and understand what exact2:35) that will become a
ly happened to him. It’s

great mountain and fill the
whole earth.
So, what’s really important?
What’s important are the
things we do by faith, out of
love for God and His people, with this kingdom in
view. Cultural Christianity
isn’t kingdom minded.
What is cultural Christianity? It’s another way of following the course of this
world but with a mask of
Christianity. It seeks the
approval of “Christian”
friends rather than
“worldly” friends. It seeks
an emotional spike from

S PECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST :


Holiday schedule:
The church office will be
closed on Monday and
Tuesday, December 25-26
and January 1-2, for
Christmas and New Year’s.



Sunday School will be in
recess December 17-31.



The Session and Deacons
did not meet in November.
Their next meeting will be
Tuesday, December 5.
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GRADUATES

H URRICANE H ARVEY RELIEF HELP
CONTINUES TO GROW
Cornerstone has been receiving contributions for
Hurricane Harvey relief, to
be distributed to various
folks in need, from many
different sources—
individuals, other churches,
and our denomination.
The total so far has been
$75,000, with the possibility
of more to come from the
EPC. Of that, $65,000 has
gone to help with recovery
efforts of our own members—

the Barretts, Colstons, Kolesars, Williams, and Sandy Nesbit. An additionl $10,000 was
distributed to them to give to
their neighbors.

Sandy Nesbit has remained
in her home while the work
is being done, but the others are still staying with
family or church friends.

Our long-time child-care
worker, Ann Alcorn, also

We know that this has been
a stressful time for our
church family and ask for
continued prayers for these
and all the other area families who have been impacted by the unprecedented
flooding.

suffered damage when her
trailer home was flooded by
the rain coming down
(collapsing her roof).
Renovation work continues
on each of their homes.
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J UAN M ONROY N EARS G RADUATION
BY GENE COVER

Cornerstone has helped
Juan Monroy achieve his
seminary degree.

Cornerstone has been supporting Juan Monroy in his
pursuit of a seminary degree
in Guatemala for the past four
years. Carter Sanger and
Italo Furieri met Juan during
their visit to Guatemala in
June 2013 with Juan’s brother Pablo Monroy, who is pastor of the Spanish church that
shares our facilities here in
Katy. Italo was our liaison
with Juan before he left for
seminary, and now Priscila
Lacy performs that duty.
During their visit in 2013,
our team discovered that one

of the things we could do to
help was to provide a sound
foundation in reformed theology for pastors in Guatemala.
There seem to be a lot of
preachers there who are not
well-educated, who are proclaiming the prosperity gospel.
While in Guatemala, our
team visited with Paul
Branch, an EPC teaching elder on the faculty of a seminary in Guatemala City, SETECA. Juan enrolled there
and has been working on his
degree since 2014. We just
received notice that Juan will

graduate in the spring of
2018. Praise the Lord!
Cornerstone’s support of
Juan has consisted of paying
for his tuition, books, and
Internet connection costs as
well as travel and living costs
for the one weekend a month
that he must travel from his
home in Jalapa to Guatemala
City. We also supplied a
laptop computer for Juan to
use in his studies.
We hope to send a delegation
to Guatemala next spring to
help celebrate Juan’s graduation.

B RIDGES WILL SHARE THE C HRISTMAS STORY
Dear family in Christ,
“F OR US IN
B RIDGES THIS
SEASON IS A GREAT
SPIRITUAL
OPPORTUNITY
WITH OUR
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS .”

I hope you had a blessed
Thanksgiving celebration with
your family and friends. We
were so blessed to travel to El
Paso to visit Heather's parents
and spend some quality time
with them.
Can you believe we are already in Christmas season?
The time is flying by really

fast. For us in Bridges this
season is a great spiritual opportunity with our international students. Specifically,
Friday and Saturday, December 1-2, we are hosting two
Christmas parties, one at Rice
on Friday and the other one
on Saturday for UH and HCC
students.
Please keep these two events
in your prayers. Our prayer

is that as we celebrate
Christmas with our students and share the gospel through the Christmas story that many will
learn the truth of Jesus
and believe in Him.
We would love to hear from
you and the ways we can pray
for you this season.
Thank you!
Daka

N EW OFFICERS ELECTED
Cornerstone held a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, October 22, and elected new officers
to the class of 2020. They are:
Elders
Tom Lott
Don Russell
Deacons
John Barrett

Todd Elgie
Jeremy Smith
An Officer Training class will be
held, and once that is completed
these men will be installed.
Please pray for God’s guidance as
they take their positions of leadership for our congregation.
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C HRISTMAS S UPPORT FOR P REGNANCY
H ELP C ENTER
BY DEBI BARRETT
This year Cornerstone will be
supporting Pregnancy Help
Center by offering a PHC
Christmas Tree, just as we
have the past two years.
For three weeks, beginning
Sunday, November 26, we
will have the tree in the Sanctuary Foyer filled with “ornaments”. Each paper ornament will have an item printed on it that you may purchase to help the women and

their families – anything from
items for the babies and toddlers, to maternity clothes, to
Gift Cards. We will have a
Christmas box near the tree
where you can leave your
donated items. Our last day
to receive donations will be
Sunday, December 10.
The mission at the PHC is to
minister to the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of
women and their extended
families as they deal with the
circumstances surrounding a

present, potential, or former
pregnancy, by sharing the
truth and love of Jesus
Christ.
They provide pregnancy tests,
peer mentoring for men and
women, educational classes
and the Earn While You
Learn (EWYL) program. PHC encourages and
teaches healthy parenting. They also provide abortion recovery classes for those
that are in need of healing.

Pick an ornament off
our Christmas tree to
support the Pregnancy
Help Center.

S TEPPING S TONES BEGINS AGAIN IN J ANUARY
Stepping Stones, Cornerstone’s ministry for young
teen and preteen girls, will
begin its 2018 program on
Friday, January 5. We’ll have
refreshments, a game or craft,
speaker, and of course a takehome gift, along with some
thought-provoking questions
to discuss with their mothers.
We’ll meet on the first Friday
each month, January through
April, beginning at 7:00 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. In

May, we will have a Closing
Dinner for the girls, their
moms, and our speakers,
where we will share some of
the things we’ve discussed
and have a time of fellowship.
Stepping Stones is designed to
help girls deal with some of
the challenges they face as
they move into young womanhood and to deal with those
challenges in a Christ-like
way.

Girls aged 10-14 are invited,
and we hope that the Cornerstone girls will bring their
friends also. Mothers are
welcomed to stay or to drop
their daughters off and have a
little “free time” for themselves.
Our speakers for this session
will be Alisa Cotton, Lores
Glover, Evelyn Saugier, and
Beverly Tucker. It will be a
fun time for all!

“S TEPPING
S TONES IS
DESIGNED TO
HELP GIRLS DEAL
WITH SOME OF
THE CHALLENGES
THEY FACE AS
THEY MOVE INTO
YOUNG
WOMANHOOD ….”

L ADIES ’ B IBLE STUDY TO BE “A DORNED ”
BY BEVERLY TUCKER
The Thursday morning women’s Bible study is excited to
announce its choice for the
spring study. As a continuation of our review of the
book of Titus, the women
will be reading Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth’s new
book, Adorned: Living Out

the Beauty of the Gospel Together, a powerful vision for
women based on Titus 2.
“The Titus 2 model of
older women living out
the gospel alongside
younger women is vital
to us all to thrive. It is
mutually strengthening,
glorifies God, and makes

His truth believable to
our world”.
All women are invited to join
us for this practical application of Titus 2. Friends and
children are also encouraged
to attend. More details regarding dates and times will
follow next month.

The Ladies’ Bible Study will
begin a follow-up to the
fall’s study of Titus in
January.
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C HILDREN ’ S M INISTRY H IGHLIGHTS
BY CAROL KUTZER



Sign up now for Parents’
Night Out, coming up on
Friday, December 8.

And the winner is…
The winner of November’s
Smarties Candy Game is Mr.
Kent Saugier. His guess of 91
packages of Smarties was the
closest to the total count of
97 without going over. Congratulations, Kent! He will
receive a Chick-fil-A coupon
and all the Smarties from the
jar. (His many grandchildren
will be grateful!)
Be sure to submit your guess
for December’s Candy
Game…and be sure to
write clearly and include
your FIRST & LAST
names. To encourage our
kids to read the Frontlines
newsletter, winners must ask
Mrs. Kutzer for their prize.



Parents’ Night Out:
On Friday, December 8 at
6:00 p.m. parents may drop
off their children in their PJs
at Cornerstone and then
spend a few hours Christmas
shopping, wrapping gifts,
attending the Christmas Ceili
or enjoying some quiet time.

Please send a dinner with
them. We will feed them, do
a craft or two, and munch on
popcorn while we watch a
movie. Children should be
picked up at or before 10:00
p.m. The cost is $10 for the
first child; $5 each additional
child. Please contact the
church office by December 7
to register your kiddos.
(281) 579-1080 or
info@CornerstoneKaty.org



Mentoring. Who is
mentoring you? Who are
you mentoring?
If you are interested in mentoring our children or youth
please contact the Carol
Kutzer at 281-579-1080 or
info@CornerstoneKaty.org
to discuss opportunities.



Get to know our
Childcare Workers:
Question of the month –
What is your favorite restaurant?
 Ms. Ann – Olive Garden
 Ms. Kinsey – Hasta la Pasta
 Ms. April – Cheesecake
Factory
 Ms. Carol – Tony’s
Mexican Food

J OIN C HRIST EPC FOR A M EN ’ S R ETREAT ,
J ANUARY 19-20

You are invited to join
the Christ EPC men for
a retreat on
January 19-20.

In our past American culture,
there has always been a vision
of rugged masculinity where
men were tough, sometimes
at the expense of failing to be
tender when tenderness was
necessary. But, in today’s culture this vision is countered
with a disastrously feminized
masculinity where men surrender their God-given roles
to women. This flies directly
in the face of God’s purpose
for creation and begs the question, “What is God’s purpose
of creating male and female?”
At the Christ EPC Men’s Retreat on January 19-20, speaker Dr. Richard Phillips, will
cut through all of the cultural

confusion by consulting God’s
Word. The Bible gives us a
clear explanation of how men
are to assume their God-given
roles as leaders, husbands,
fathers, and church men.

to God. He goes on to show
that men are called to lead, to
love their wives, to discipline
their children with grace, and
to serve the church of Jesus
Christ.

Dr. Richard Phillips, Pastor of
Second Presbyterian Church
of Greenville, South Carolina,
will be leading our time based
upon a book he has written,
The Masculine Mandate. Dr.
Phillips shows that in Genesis
God commissioned Adam to
“work” and “keep” the Garden
of Eden. In these twin tasks,
he sets forth a picture of manhood which, when carried
out, provides dignity to men,
service to mankind, and glory

Cornerstone men are invited
to join their brothers in Christ
for this meaningful weekend.
When: January 19-20, 2018
Where: Pine Cove,
Columbus, Texas
Cost: $130, (non-refundable
deposit of $50 required)
Sign Up: Register online at
www.cepc.org/men
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C ORNERSTONE E XTENDS G RACE AROUND THE
WORLD
BY GENE COVER
One of Cornerstone’s WELL
teams is Extending Grace,
whose purpose is “To provide
ministry opportunities for
Cornerstone Church to extend God’s grace and mercy
to the local community and
the world.”
During this past year, we have
been blessed to be able to
support a number of different
ministries. Below is a brief
description of where our missions monies are going.
 Nour and Rebecca Botros,

and Nick and Amanda Unnerstall – church planters
 Daka and Heather Dyussekov – foreign student ministry with Bridges International (a part of Cru) at
University of Houston and
Rice University
 Aidar and Aliya

Yermekbaev – Cru staff

 Juan Monroy – seminary

student in Guatemala (see
article about him elsewhere
in this newsletter)
 Nathan and Alisa Cotton –

church planters in Katy,
Texas
 Dan Tidwell – EPC Com-

munications staff to aid our
missionaries in fund raising
 Bob Roane – Houston min-

istry to prisons and counseling ministry
 Christ Clinic Katy – health

care for uninsured residents
of the Katy area
 Pregnancy Help Center –

counseling and prenatal care
for women experiencing
unplanned pregnancies and
their partners
 Clothed by Faith – provides

clothing for the needy in the
Katy area

 Katy Christian Ministries –

Thanksgiving baskets and
financial support for local
ministry
 National Day of Prayer –

help with publicity and facility costs for the annual
event
Altogether, in 2017, Cornerstone will have supported 13
foreign and local missions
with a total of $43, 800. This
amount does not include the
$28,000 that we have contributed to the Cottons’ Katy
Gospel Project nor the Hurricane Harvey Relief funds that
have been distributed.

“... IN 2017,
C ORNERSTONE
WILL HAVE SUPPORTED 13
FOREIGN AND
LOCAL
MISSIONS ….
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2017 F EEDING B4 F EASTING R ECAP
By Carol Kutzer

Here’s what you brought:

Praise God for His abundant
provision. Through your generous giving we were able to
provide 16 complete meals
for the families served by
Katy Christian Ministries,
plus additional food for their
pantry. In total, we donated 1,608 pounds of
food! That is amazing!!!
And we even have $235 remaining to forward to KCM.

16 packages of marshmallows
32 packages of rice
32 packages of stuffing
32 packages of mashed
potatoes
16 cans of chicken broth
32 cans of Cream of
Mushroom soup
32 cans of yams
32 packages of gravy
16 packages of crispy onions
16 packages of cornbread mix

16 packages of sugar
16 packages of flour
16 bottles of vegetable oil
16 frozen turkeys
56 cans of corn
104 cans of green beans
12 cans of spinach
60 cans of mixed veggies
24 cans of peas
12 cans of carrots
96 cans of beans
36 cans of Mandarin oranges
44 cans of diced tomatoes

B EING T HANKFUL
The following is copied from the November 19 worship bulletin of the Winchester (Indiana) Friends Church. It is
adapted from Richard Foster’s Celebration of Discipline by substituting “thankfulness” for “simplicity” in his text.
Christian thankfulness is an
inward reality that results in
an outward lifestyle. Both
the inward and outward aspects of thankfulness are
essential…
To attempt the outward appearance of thankfulness
without the inward reality
leads to [inconsistency and
harmful pretense]...Inward

thankfulness knows contentment in both poverty and
abundance (Philippians 4:12).
It is the only thing that can
sufficiently reorient our lives
so that abundance of all kinds
can be genuinely enjoyed
without destroying us…
Thankfulness sets us free to
receive the provision of God
as a gift that is not ours to

I MPORTANT : G OD ’ S
Kingdom-minded living
requires more than just
casual participation in
worship.

(Continued from page 1)

“Christian” music rather than
pop or rap music. It goes to
Bible studies but spends little
time in devotion with God.
It engages in corporate prayer
with little private prayer. It
spends time in worship with a
church family without engaging in the mission of the
church to reach beyond those

keep, not ours to hoard and
defend, but that can be freely
shared with others….
Inward thankfulness means
the freedom to trust God for
all things. When we come to
know God as both almighty
Creator and our loving Father, we can share because
we know that God will care
for us.

KINGDOM

who walk through the doors.
There is too much cultural
Christianity and not enough
kingdom-minded living in the
church today.
So how can you move from
cultural Christianity to kingdom-minded living? You
commit yourself to the ordinary means of grace (the
Word—especially the

preached Word, sacraments,
and prayer) so that the gospel
seeps into all aspects of your
life, and you get engaged in
the mission of your local
church.
For the kingdom,
Carter

W HAT ’ S HAPPENING IN D ECEMBER ?
There are lots of events coming up in December! Here’s
a recap for your calendar:

 Kidz Club Christmas

Party: Join us at 4:00
p.m. on Tuesday, December 5, at the Gallery apartment complex. This will
be our closing event for
the fall session of Kidz
Club.

 Women’s Central Perk

& Cookie Swap:
Friday, December 1, at
7:00 p.m. bring a friend
and your favorite Christmas cookies to share to
Evelyn Saugier’s home,
...or just come and sample. (If you bring cookies
to exchange, you can take
home as many as you
bring).
While we enjoy the
sweets, Rhonda Sanger
will share a brief holiday
devotional. Contact Evelyn for more information
and to RSVP.

 Christmas Ceili:

Friday, December 8, at
7:00 p.m. bring your
voice, your instruments, a
dessert, and a friend or
two for an evening of playing music and singing carols together around the
patio fireplace (dress accordingly). Childcare is
available.
 Parents’ Night Out:

1351 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org
On the Web @
www.cornerstonekaty.org
Seeking to renew our families,
our communities, and our world
by bringing faith and life
together in Christ.

Friday, December 8, at

6:00 p.m. parents may
drop off their elementary
aged or younger children
at Cornerstone and then
spend a few hours Christmas shopping, wrapping
gifts, attending the Christmas Ceili, or enjoying time
with their spouse.

 Open House at Lott’s

Please send a dinner with
your children. Children
should be picked up at or
before 10:00 p.m.. The
cost is $5/child with a
maximum of $15/family.
Please contact the church
office by December _ to
register your kiddos.
(281) 579-1080 or
info@CornerstoneKaty.org

 Christmas Eve

Cornerstone members are
invited to Tom and Linda
Lott’s home on Saturday,
December 16, beginning at
6:30 p.m. Come and
share some holiday spirit
with your brothers and
sisters in Christ.
Candlelight Service:
Sunday, December 24, at
6:00 p.m., come celebrate
the birth of our Lord Jesus
in this joint worship service with Cosecha de Vida.
Enjoy an evening of music
and sharing the Christmas
story from scripture.
Childcare for infants only.

