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Renewing our families, our communities, and our world by bringing faith and life together in Christ.

GOD AND ME WE
BY CARTER SANGER
This Sunday we will start a
new sermon series that
seeks to answer some of the
biggest questions that Christians often leave unasked.
For example, people ask,
“What is God’s will for my
life?” But a better question
is, “What is God’s mission
for the church?”
Hidden behind the first
question is often an assumption that God exists for my
happiness. But God doesn’t
exist for you, you exist for
God. You were created for
the glory God, and the glory is meant to be manifest
to the world through God’s
people, the Church. When

we look for a church home,
we ask, “What does this
church have for me?” A better question is, “Where can
I best serve?”
The irony is that when we
get the questions right, the
answers we were after with
the wrong questions get
answered. One of the things
that drives our search for a
church that will do something for me, or the will of
God for me is because we
feel anxious about life and
we’re seeking something to
fix that anxiety.
But God knows the things
that make us anxious. He
addresses this in the Sermon
on the Mount when he says,

S PECIAL

POIN TS OF

“Do not be anxious, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall
we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek
after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you
need them all. But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you.”
(Matthew 6:31-33)

INTEREST :

One of the great themes of
the Bible is God calling a
people for himself. He said
to Abraham, “I will be your
God and you will be my people.” God wasn’t talking
just to Abraham, he was
talking to Abraham and all
of his family. He was talking



On Sunday, February 10,
immediately following worship service there will be a
Congregational Meeting for
the purpose of adopting the
2019 budget.



Remember to send a picture
for the new directory to
Carol Kutzer if you want to
replace last year’s.



Do you know who your Care
Group leader is? Each elder
is assigned members of the
congregation to keep in
touch. Look for a list in the
upcoming directory.

(Continued on page 5)

I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :

N EW ESL CLASSES BEING OFFERED AT
C ORNERSTONE
BY ALLEN WHITE
On Monday, January 14,
Cosecha DaVida, in partnership with Cornerstone
EPC, began offering a new
series of ESL (English as a
Second Language) classes.
They are being taught by
Jeremy Smith and Allen
White, both certified ESL
teachers, upstairs in the

church gym every Monday
evening from 7:00 to 9:00
p.m. The price is $10 per
session or $40 per month.
This program is being offered as a follow-up to a one
month ESL pilot program
that Cosecha DaVida
launched last October.
Those in attendance at the
October classes asked that

the program be continued
in January, following the
holiday season.
As Jeremy pointed out,
“Other native Englishspeaking Cornerstone members are invited to attend
the classes to help the students in small group discussions for more one-on-one
(Continued on page 5)
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S ESSION H IGHLIGHTS
BY TOM LOTT

There was no December
Session Meeting since there
were only two issues that
needed to be discussed.
Both were handled by
email.
C AN I

VOTE ?

To be a voting
member,
Cornerstone’s bylaws state that a
member must be at
“the age of
majority”, which in
Texas is 18 years
old.

• Carter continued our devotional study with a discussion of our evangelism
temperature and how it
can be raised. He emphasized, once again, that
we should remember
BLESS: Begin in prayer, Listen to people, Eat
with them, Serve them,
Share with them.
In general, it was concluded among the Elders
and Deacons that our
desire to be engaged in
evangelism was pretty
high, but our activity is

too low. The discussion
at the January meeting
indicated that we are becoming more aware of
the opportunities around
us, and we’re starting to
be more engaged with
non-believers, but our
activity level still isn’t
what it needs to be. We
will continue to pray
about people that God
brings into our lives, and
also pray that He will
raise our evangelism
temperature.
• The Session interviewed
Jeremiah Situka for
membership and for endorsement as a candidate
for ministry at Haven. Jeremiah comes to
us from Christ EPC. He
was accepted on both
counts heartily.

• Please continue to pray
for our budget in 2019.
By God’s grace, we only
had a small shortfall in
2018.
• Nathan told us that Haven
would be celebrating its
first Communion this
Sunday. Haven currently
has accepted 21 people as
members.
• There will a BRIEF congregational meeting after
the service on February
10th for the presentation
and vote regarding the
2019 budget.
• As always, the Session
concluded with prayers
for the needs at Cornerstone.

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2018 LOOKS GOOD

Every Cornerstone member family should have
received a copy of this
year’s Annual Report. If
you didn’t get one, see
Linda Cover.
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C HILDREN ’ S M INISTRY H IGHLIGHTS
BY CAROL KUTZER



And the winner is…
We have two winners of
January’s Sweet Stripes
Peppermint Candy
Game! Both Eri Colston
and Grace Tempel
guessed 100 pieces of
candy. They came the
closest to the exact number of mints in the jar
(109) without going
over. Congratulations,
Miss Eri & Miss Grace!
They will each receive a
Chick–fil–A coupon and
half the candy in the jar.
Be sure to submit your
guess for February’s
Conversation Hearts
Candy Game…and be
sure to write clearly
and include your
FIRST & LAST names.
To encourage our kids to
read the Frontlines newsletter, winners must ask
Mrs. Kutzer for their
prize.



Valentine’s Parents’
Night Out: On Friday,
February 8 at 6:00 p.m.
parents may drop off
their children in their PJs
at Cornerstone and then
spend a few hours celebrating Valentine’s Day
together.



Please send a dinner with
them, a blanket and a
pillow. We will provide
a dessert, a craft or two,
and popcorn while they
watch a movie. Children
should be picked up at or
before 10:00 p.m.
The cost is $10 for the
first child; $5 each additional child. Please contact the Carol Kutzer by
February 7 to register
your kiddos. We do not
want the cost to be prohibitive, therefore if you
would like to sponsor a
family, please contact
Carol. (281) 579-1080
or info@
CornerstoneKaty.org.



The Pilgrim’s Progress Movie: RevelationMedeia in partnership with American Family Assn. is releasing an
animated movie called
The Pilgrim’s Progress. It is
due to be released at
Easter time. Because I
am a fan of John Bunyan’s book of the same
name, I want to share
this information. However, I can make no
comment on the content, but it should be
worth checking out.
Get to know our
Childcare Workers:
Question of the month:
What kind of pets do
you have?
 Ms. Ann Alcorn: A
dog named Zoey
 Ms. Carol Rutar:
A dog name Georgia
 Ms. Kinsey Spain:
2 cats
 Ms. Laura Garay: A
dog named Casper

We were happy to have Mifflin
and Tonia Dove commit to
membership at Cornerstone.

...and “welcome home!” to
Dan and Kara Kolesar and their
boys. The Kolesars have been
living in Norway, where Dan
was assigned by his company.
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P RESBYTERY M EETS AT C OVENANT J ACKSON
The following is from a report by our presbytery Stated
Clerk, Michael Herrin:

“...THE CONGREGATION OF CHRIST EPC
OF HOUSTON, TEXAS,
HAS REQUESTED TO
BE DISMISSED FROM
THE EPC..”

The Presbytery of the Gulf
South met for a rich time of
fellowship, learning, worship
and praise at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Jackson,
Mississippi, on January 25 and
26. Here are a few highlights
of the meeting:
 Having fulfilled all the re-

quirements of Book of Government 5-10, and having
voted by a margin of 311 to
11, the congregation of
Christ EPC of Houston,
Texas, has requested to be
dismissed from the EPC,
with all of its property and
assets, to Houston Metro
Presbytery (PCA), pending
their reception. The Presbytery granted this request.
 Upon request of the session

The Gulf South Presbytery voted to
encourage Haven
Church with a gift of
$15,000 this year and
$7,500 next year.

and trustees, the Presbytery
dissolved First EPC of Laredo as a congregation of the
EPC pending sale of the
church property, and legal
dissolution of the corporation. The Presbytery will
conduct a closing service of
worship at a time yet to be
determined.
 The Presbytery sought to

encourage its newest
church plant, Haven
Church of Katy, Texas,
with a gift of $15,000 in
2019 and $7,500 in the
year 2020.
 The session of Faith Cov-

ington is taking steps to
plant a church among the
Portuguese-speaking people
in their community, and is
seeking other congregations

to partner with them in this
effort.
 The Presbytery received

Chris Ellzey and Wilson
West as Candidates under
care.
 We heard a report of the

work God is doing in the
Middle East through our
Engage 2025 team, and
offered prayer for them.
 TE Dr. Matthew Everhard,

from the Presbytery of
Florida, addressed the Presbytery and interpreted the
work of the Westminster
Society, which continues to
offer several training opportunities to commissioners to the General Assembly, and publishes a journal
containing articles and essays contributed by EPC
elders. More information
can be found here:
https://
westminstersociety.org/
 The Presbytery voted to

disapprove the descending
overture which would expand ministry opportunities
for Commissioned Pastors
by a vote of 7 to 82.
 We enjoyed a rich worship

experience, including
preaching by TE Josh Cole,
music by the Covenant
Choir, and celebration of
the Lord’s Supper.
 We heard encouraging re-

ports from Covenant Monroe and New Covenant in
Mandeville about the efficacy of God’s ordinary means
of grace in nurturing the
Church.

 We heard about a retreat

for pastors’ wives the
Women’s Ministry Committee is planning for the
Fall of 2020, and look forward to more details forthcoming.
 We dissolved the pastoral

relationship TE John Uhl
and Woodland New Orleans, and approved his call
to Ingram EPC. He will be
installed there on March 24
at 10:00 am.
 We approved TE Marty

Fields to serve in development and church relations
for Third Millennium Ministries. More information
about this ministry can be
found here: http://
thirdmill.org/
 TE Whitney Alexander

invited any congregation
with Middle-school age
children to send them to
Twin Lakes camp the week
of July 15-20. Interested
parents should contact First
Baton Rouge for more information.
 First Baton Rouge is offer-

ing a 42-day guide to Scripture and Prayer for Lent
called “Lord Jesus
Christ: Living into His
Name.” The cost is $5 –
contact Jaci Gaspard at
jaci@fpcbr.org to place an
order.
Our next meeting will be
held, Lord willing, at Covenant EPC in Monroe, Louisiana, on April 26 and 27.
(Continued on page 7)
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NOT JUST

(Continued from page 1)

interaction with them. Gail
Woikey, Art Rathell, and
Carol Kutzer have attended at
various times in the past.
You can ask them about their
experiences. There is no
obligation for volunteers to
attend each week. Just come
and have fun with us whenever you are able.”

S PANISH

Although the goal of the program was originally to help
Hispanic adults develop their
English speaking and writing
abilities, the program is open
to anyone who speaks a language other than English as
his or her native language.
Program organizers, Pastor
Pablo and his wife, Marta, say
there is room for more students, so please get the word
out.

Jeremy Smith and Allen White teach English to non-native speakers
each Monday night at Cornerstone.

C ORNERSTONE MEN PARTICIPATE IN CEPC
MEN ’ S RETREAT
BY ALLEN WHITE
Eight men from Cornerstone
EPC attended the annual
Christ EPC men’s retreat
which was held this year at
the Columbia Lakes Resort in
West Columbia, Texas, on
January 18-19. Retired and
former Cornerstone pastor,
Buck Oliphant, organized the
event around the theme
“What Makes a Man.”
Dr. Sandy Wilson, who was
the pastor of Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis,

WE:

Tennessee, for many years
and is now retired, presented
three different talks on Friday
night and Saturday morning.
They were titled, “Man and
His God,” “Man and His
Church,” and “Man and His
Friends.” Following each
presentation, the 120 or so
attendees broke up into 14
smaller groups to discuss the
things they learned from the
talks.
Christ EPC assistant pastor,
Richard Colquitt, serving as
emcee of the retreat, con-

YOU HAVE A ROLE

(Continued from page 1)

to the forerunners of the
Church.
If you want to grow spiritually, then you must stop looking at the Bible as a personal
guide or how-to book and
you must stop looking at the
church as a service provider,

as something peripheral to
your relationship with God.
Your relationship with God is
rooted in Christ’s relationship
to His Church.
So what is the Church? Join us
as we embark on a five-week
look at this important subject.

ducted the meetings and provided some stimulating, lighthearted activities to go along
with Dr. Wilson’s messages.
Members of Christ Church
PCA of Katy also attended the
retreat, in addition to the
members of Christ EPC and
Cornerstone.
Attending from Cornerstone
were Carter Sanger, Don
Russell, Jonathan Shumate,
Carl Peterson, Steve Bressler,
Tom Lott, Michael Fischer,
and Allen White,

“... FORMER C ORNERSTONE PASTOR ,
B UCK O LIPHANT ,
ORGANIZED THE
EVENT AROUND
THE THEME ‘W HAT
M AKES A M AN .’”
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W E GET LET TERS ….
Thank You!
Each year you bless me and my family with a
special offering. I cannot tell you how much
that means to me, both as a show of love and
support, and in helping meet year-end expenses.
I love my Cornerstone family!
With much love,
Carter for the Sanger clan

Dear Cornerstone family Thank you for your generous gift
through the Staff Love Offering.
The Kutzers are very grateful, not only
for your financial gift, but for how you
faithfully love and care for us. You are
God's gift to us.
Love in Christ,
The Kutzers

JOIN THE EPC ON A ONE OF A KIND MISSION
ENDEAVOR FOR TEENS!

Teens have a great opportunity to join others from
our denomination in a
service and training week.

What are you doing this summer? Don't miss out an a
unique mission opportunity
for your high school students.
Summer Mission Jam is a
new, entry mission and outreach equipping conference
for students, serving
among Lebanese, Bangladeshi, Yemeni, Iraqi, and
Pakistani peoples in America's
most diverse neighborhoods
of Dearborn and Hamtramck,
Michigan.
Students will learn how to
'bridge the gap' with Muslims
and be the fragrance of Jesus
through supportive and instructive teaching and service

outreach opportunities. Summer Jam starts Monday evening, July 8, and wraps up
Saturday, July 13. Registration is $450 per student and
includes delicious meals,
comfortable accommodations, and the best missions
training you can receive.
If you already have plans for
this summer, consider bringing a few student leaders to
check out Summer Mission
Jam for future summers
(Fremont, CA in 2020 &
Michigan in 2021).
Summer Mission Jam is an
amazing opportunity for
churches, big and small, to

invest in their students as they
learn more about Muslims
and how to interact in a way
that is loving and beneficial
for the Kingdom. This summer, step out and be a part of
something new with the EPC
denomination. We are positive it will impact your world
and give you new ways to be
the hands and feet of Jesus in
your own communities.
You can register and
learn more about Summer Mission Jam by going to our website:

www.epcwo.org/
summermissionjam!

I T ’ S NOT TOO LATE ….
BY CARTER SANGER

Reading through the
Bible in a year is just
one way of having a
regular plan for reading
every day.

The beginning of a new year
is a great time to start a Bible
reading plan if you don’t already have one. There are so
many plans available to help
you. Here are some links with
printable resources and online resources.

Printable plans from Ligonier
Ministries: https://
www.ligonier.org/blog/biblereading-plans/
Online plans from the Bible
App: https://www.bible.com/
reading-plans
The Bible App is an easy way
to get started, particularly if

you want to use your phone.
It keeps track of what you’ve
read and opens to the next
reading each time. You can
also listen to it read by professional readers if you’d prefer.
May the Lord bless your time
in the Word in 2019.

P RESBYTERY MEETING :
(Continued from page 4)

Cornerstone members are active
in a variety of our Presbytery’s
committees. These are the people who serve on those:
Gene Cover—New Church
Development & Support
Tom Lott—Candidates

WE ARE INVOLVED

Carter Sanger—Church
Health
Allen White—World Outreach
Linda Cover—Women’s
Ministry
Jonathan Tucker—
Treasurer

Linda and Jonathan also
serve on the Coordinating
Council, the group composed of chairman of each
committee. If you want to
know more about what
these committees do between Presbytery meetings,
just ask them.

YERMEKBAYEVS ARE RETURNING TO KAZAKHSTAN
The Yermekbayev and their
three sons will be returning
to Kazakhstan in February.
They have been living in the
Houston area while he completes his studies here.

She has been a part of the
Thursday morning Ladies’
Bible Study at Cornerstone,
and she will be missed!
The Yermekbayevs are one
of the missionary families
that Cornerstone supports

1351 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org
On the Web @
www.cornerstonekaty.org
Seeking to renew our families,
our communities, and our world
by bringing faith and life
together in Christ.

through our Extending
Grace budget.
They will be returning to the
congregation started by Allen and Pat White and given
the Kazakh name which
means “Cornerstone”.

LOOKING FOR A
GOOD BOOK?
For his Eagle Scout project, Jack Elgie is setting
up a Little Free Library at
Cornerstone.
You are welcome to take a
book from the library to
read and just replace it
with another book. Learn
more at Littlefreelibrary.org.

