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Renewing our families, our communities, and our world by bringing faith and life together in Christ.

A S E ASY AS 1-2-3…
BY CARTER SANGER
Three commitments. That’s
what effective membership
in the church looks like.
1) Committed to weekly
worship.
Our highest privilege and
calling is worship. There is a
sense in which all of life is to
be worship (“whatever you do,
do all to the glory of God” 1
Co 10:31), but corporate
worship is where we are the
temple of the Holy Spirit.
The flipside is that worship
is where we find God’s
means of grace to us: the
Word (especially the
preached Word), the sacra-

L ENT

ments, and prayer. These
are the ordinary means
through which the Lord
grows us in grace.
2) Committed to a small
group.
Jesus gave us a new command—to love one another.
This means bearing one another’s burdens, sharing one
another’s joys, and holding
one another accountable in
daily living. This was the
practice of the early church
as they day by day attended
the temple together and
broke bread in their homes
(Acts 2:46).
3) Committed to serving
the world.

Jesus modeled this as he
healed the sick, fed the hungry, cast out demons, and
taught the people so that the
harvest (God’s elect) might
be brought in. That’s our
call, to be the salt and light
in the world, agents of redemption, that ultimately
win those God has set apart
since the foundation of the
world.
We’ve adopted the
B.L.E.S.S. strategy to help
us do this as we begin with
prayer, listen with care, eat
together, serve where we
find the needs, and share
our own stories in a way
that connects to real needs.

IS A TIME OF REFLECTION

BY CARTER SANGER
As the early church developed its liturgical calendar,
the 40 days (excluding Sundays) preceding Easter,
known as “Lent”, became a
time to fast in preparation
for Easter. Self-denial, particularly of food, fosters selfexamination and repentance.
It is reminiscent of the 40
days Jesus spent in the wilderness at the beginning of
his public ministry. Why did
Jesus fast? Jesus fasted to

identify with us. And so we
fast to identify with him in
his sufferings. Fasting reminds us of the depths of
our longing and the depths
of Christ’s love.
Will you join us this Easter
season? In the Sundays leading up to Easter we will be
looking at the Psalms, particularly the passages on the
suffering of Christ as we
contemplate the meaning
and measure of Jesus’ suffering.

HOLY WEEK schedule:
 Palm Sunday: April 14—
10:30 a.m. Worship
 Maundy Thursday:
April 18—7:00 p.m.
Joint service with Christ
EPC, Christ Church
Katy, and Haven at
Christ EPC
 Good Friday: April 19—
6:00 a.m. Men’s prayer
breakfast
 Easter Sunday: April 21—
10:30 a.m. Worship
followed by an Easter
Egg hunt

S PECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST :


There will be no Sunday School on Easter
Sunday, April 21.



ESL classes on Monday
evening are looking for
folks who can come
and just converse with
those learning English.
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S ESSION H IGHLIGHTS
BY TOM LOTT
 Over the last several
“W HEN [P AUL ]
CAME TO

J ERUSALEM , HE
TRIED TO JOIN THE
DISCIPLES , BUT THEY
WERE ALL AFRAID
OF HIM ...B UT
B ARNAAS TOOK
HIM AND BROUGHT
HIM TO THE
APOSTLES .”
A CTS 9:26-27

months, Carter has been
leading us in a discussion
about our evangelism temperature and how it can be
raised. He emphasized,
once again, that we should
remember BLESSED: Begin
in prayer, Listen to people,
Eat with them, Serve them,
Share with them. Continue
to look for opportunities in
our neighborhoods and
workplaces to BLESS people.
Carter talked about setting
up a process to contact

The Jarvis family—Shane, Jessica, Ashlyn, and
Jayden—were welcomed as new Cornerstone
Members in March.

people, with Barnabas in
working on to replace our
Acts as an example. The
current security system.
apostles were afraid of
The seven new cameras, 2
Paul, at first, with good
with audio, would cover
reason, until Barnabas took
the main entrance to the
him to meet them. As a
Sanctuary, narthex (with
result of this, Paul was able
audio), playground/
to move about freely in
pavilion, fellowship hall
Jerusalem
entrance, the
and speak
fellowship hall,
“T HIS IS AN
boldly
the hall in the
IMPORTANT STEP IN
about the
Education
Lord. What IMPROVING THE SECU- building (with
RITY ON OUR
can be our
audio), both
CHURCH
GROUNDS
.”
process to
doors from the
get people
parking lot into
involved at Cornerstone
the Education building and
and eventually in our small
the parking lot.
groups?
We would then take the old
system and install it at the
 Please continue to pray for
Gym (covering doors and
our budget in 2019. By
air conditioning units). The
God’s grace, we only had a
Session voted to approve
small shortfall in 2018.
the proposed $2670 for the
 John Barrett discussed a
upgrade. This is an improposal for a new lighting
portant step in improving
system that will improve
the security on our church
the coverage greatly in our
grounds as recommended
parking lot. This will cost
by the Constable’s office.
somewhere around $5000,
but the Session came to the  Delegates were elected to
attend the April Presbytery
conclusion that it was a
meeting in Monroe. Italo
necessary expenditure and
Furieri will be examined at
voted to proceed with it.
that time.
 Don Russell sent out a pro As always, the Session conposal that Mark Williams
cluded with prayers for the
and Jack Kutzer have been

F ROM T RASH TO T REASURE !
BY DONIECE RUSSELL
The March 7 Sip and Swap
was a great success, thanks
to so many willing to share
their “junk”! About 18
women gathered at the
church to nibble, sip, and
swap trash for treasure.

Lots of good food, laughter, and fellowship was
enjoyed by the attendees.
The leftover treasure was
donated to Pennywise.
Thanks to all who came out
and helped make this event
a success!
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We are having a Grand Garden Affair!
BY DONIECE RUSSELL
Cornerstone ladies are you
ready for a “Garden Party”?
Our last official fellowship, A
Grand Garden Affair, will be
a mimosa brunch and plant
give away on Saturday, May 4
at 9:00 a.m.
This is a garden party in every
sense of the word. Please
come enjoy a delightful mimosa brunch with your Cor-

nerstone sisters. We will
meet, greet, eat, mingle, and
browse throughout the morning. Plants will be available on
the patio, and your local Cornerstone gardening “experts”
will be mingling as well if you
have questions. Bring your
daughters and bring a friend!

We are hoping this will be a
delightful finale to our official
yearly programs and a grand
launch into the lazy, hazy,

days of summer! Look for an
evite in your mailbox and
mark your calendar because
you will not want to miss this
fellowship!

A Grand Garden Affair
Saturday, May 4,
9:00-11:00 a.m.
Cornerstone Church
Fellowship Hall and Patio

Come share your bounty
and/or pick up some new
plants.

C HILDREN ’ S M INISTRY H IGHLIGHTS
BY CAROL KUTZER

 And the winner is…
The winner of March’s Green
Apple Jolly Rancher Candy
Game is Elly! Her guess of
150 pieces of candy was the
exact count of Jolly Ranchers
in the jar. Congratulations,
Elly! She will receive a Chick
–fil–A coupon and all the
candy in the jar.
Be sure to submit your guess
for April’s Jolly Rancher Jelly
Bean Game…and be sure to
write clearly and include
your FIRST & LAST
names. To encourage our
kids to read the Frontlines
newsletter, winners must ask
Mrs. Kutzer for their prize.



Passover Meal:
On April 14 (Palm Sunday)
our children’s classes will
participate in an abbreviated
Passover Meal. Our teachers
and parents will host tables
and bring items to help us
share with our children how

the Passover Meal points to
Christ and His work on the
Cross. Should be an exciting
time.

 Easter Egg Hunt:
On Easter morning, following
worship service there will be
an Egg Hunt for our toddlers
through 5th grade students.
We will have separate areas
for younger kids and older
kids. All children interested
in participating should gather
in the back of the sanctuary
and await instructions. Parents, I could use some help
organizing the kids in the back
of the Sanctuary. Youth, I
will need help hiding the
eggs.

 Are YOU serving
your covenantal kids?!
Our kids need some mentoring and discipleship from
their covenant parents. If you
are interested, please contact
Carol Kutzer at
(281) 579-1080 or

info@CornerstoneKaty.org.



Get to know our
Childcare Workers:
Question of the month:
You can have anyone fictional
as your imaginary friend, who
do you choose and why?
 Ms. Ann Alcorn:

Tinker Bell, so I could fly.
 Ms. Carol Rutar:

I would say anyone from
Harry Potter, but I’d worry
they would mess with me.
Let’s go with Mary Poppins, then I could get my
house clean too.
 Ms. Kinsey Spain:

Frog from Frog & Toad
because he is always uplifting and looking on the
bright side.
 Ms. Laura Garay:

The Pink Panther – I love
finding new things.

Bring a basket on
Easter Sunday for
the Egg Hunt after
worship.
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Calling all Gardeners!
BY DONIECE RUSSELL

Let Doniece know if you
can bring some plant
starts to share at the May
ladies’ event.

Ladies, we are in need of gardeners willing to propagate
plant starts for our spring
fellowship event! Would you
be willing to commit to rooting, sprouting, preparing
seeds, dividing bulbs, etc. to
share with other women of
our church?
Our hope for the day is for
less experienced gardeners to
have a little help and encouragement. In order for this to
happen we will need plants to
give away. That’s where you

come in! Obviously this takes
a little planning and forethought. In order to have
plants ready by the May 4
fellowship we need to get
started.
Please include a care and information card with basic
instructions for raising the
plants you bring similar to
what you would get if you
bought at the store. Also,
include your name and number so the person receiving
your plant could call you if
they had a question about it.

Again, I am asking you to
commit to sharing what you
have with other women of the
church. Please consider
bringing 5 or more starts of
one or more varieties of
plants.
It is a little work, but my
prayer is that it would be a
blessing to others. Please
RSVP to me if you can bring
some plant starts.
Thank you and may God
bless the work of your hands!

VBS WILL RETURN THIS
SUMMER
endless options for English
speaking children….but not
for Spanish speakers.

BY CAROL KUTZER

“THERE ARE ENDLESS
[VBS] OPTIONS FOR
ENGLISH SPEAKING
CHILDREN….BUT
NOT FOR SPANISH
SPEAKERS.”

Cornerstone has a rich VBS
history…although it has been
a few years since we’ve hosted one. Now that we no
longer are housing The Arc of
Katy each summer, we can
return to blessing our neighborhood.
And just how do we do that
when such a large portion of
the children in our neighborhood speak Spanish? The
obvious answer is collaborating with Cosecha de Vida and
hosting a bilingual VBS. This
is a HUGE need in the
Katy area – not just Memorial Parkway. There are

We are behind schedule getting this ball rolling, but we
are trusting the Lord to provide all we need – supplies,
volunteers, and children! Be
on the look out for more information, but here is what
we can share for now.
 When? Monday-Thursday,
June 17 -20
 Where? Cornerstone
 Who? This will be an allhands-on-deck event. Even if
you cannot volunteer at the
event, you can help out behind the scenes in some fashion.
 What if I’m not bilingual?
It’s not necessary because
members of Cosecha de Vida
are. Each class will have an

English and a Spanish teacher
and assistants.
 Can Cornerstone children
participate? Absolutely. This
will be an excellent opportunity for our children to help
welcome visiting children and
make them feel at home.
 What ages may participate?
Students should be at least 4
years old, potty trained, and
able to handle a chaotic atmosphere. Age limit for students will probably be 5th
grade. Anyone older can
volunteer!
 The most immediate need?
PRAYER! And we need a few
people to help us plan this
event. This team will also
include members and leadership from Cosecha de Vida.
 How can I sign up to help?
For now, contact Carol
Kutzer.
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D EALING WITH ANXIETY
BY SAM DOWNING

What can I do about
my anxiety? How can I
reduce/eliminate my
anxiety? How can I
more fully follow
Christ and God’s Word
in my life instead of
falling into anxiety?
One of the things that is driving our anxieties is our old
tapes … our old ways of understanding and living in certain situations … and our
reliance upon those old tapes/
old understandings.
Knowing and believing God’s
Word, trust and relying upon
Christ by the Holy Spirit, and
a willingness to follow Christ
where ever He leads are first
and foremost in any change a
believer is facing in living out
faith in Christ.

But how does one do
that practically when
facing anxiety? Here is a
suggested approach:
(1) Expose your anxieties
(2) Understand your tapes/
thinking
(3) Replace the old tapes
with a more Biblical approach to the problem
(4) Choose to act in the
stressful situation in ways
that are more consistent
with Biblical truth rather
than old tapes/
understanding and
(5) Trust the Lord and His
Word with the outcome.

This suggested approach is
just that, a suggested approach. It is not a formula that
if followed will produce the
perfect chocolate cake. There
are more than one way to
begin to get a handle on your
anxiety. The keys are your
commitment to Christ, your
willingness to follow where
ever Christ leads, your consistence in doing the hard
work that is required, and
finding someone you can talk
with about what you are
struggling with as it happens
(like a spouse, your pastor, an
elder, one of our lay counselors, or a good trusted Christian friend).

And how does one do
this suggested plan of
action?
(1) Expose your anxieties:
 Pick an anxiety you
struggle with that is
not too difficult …
Start small … Pick an
easy target
 Get yourself a small

notebook (one that will
fit in your pocket or
purse) or carry around a
few 3x5 cards.
 For a week or two

whenever and every
time you experience
this anxiety write
down the answers to
these questions: What
is the situation I am facing? What time of day is
it? How am I feeling?
What do I want to do?

What do I usually do?
What was the result of
my action? What patterns
do I observe? What overall conclusions can I
reach?
 Now that you have a

pretty good look at
your anxiety take another week or two
and every time that
anxiety occurs listen
to your self-talk. What
are you saying to yourself? Give yourself time
to reflect and remember
and write down what you
discover.

“DO NOT BE ANXIOUS
ABOUT ANYTHING, BUT
IN EVERYTHING, BY
PRAYER AND PETITION,
WITH THANKSGIVING,
PRESENT YOUR REQUESTS TO GOD. AND
THE PEACE OF GOD,
WHICH TRANSCENDS ALL
UNDERSTANDING, WILL
GUARD YOUR HEARTS
AND YOUR MINDS IN
CHRIST JESUS.”
PHILIPPIANS 4:6-7

 Now that you have

some understanding
of your self-talk in
this anxiety producing situation take another week or two
and every time you
experience this anxiety reflect deeper. Try
to discover what understanding you have that is
fueling what you are saying to yourself. What
thoughts are driving your
self-talk? Give yourself
patience and time to reflect deeply. These can be
hard to discover but they
are there. Write it down.

(2) Understand your
tapes/thinking.
Take a long look at your gathered data. Yeah, that’s you
alright! Now, ask yourself this
question: “Is my deep under(Continued on page 6)

Replacing anxiety with
God’s truth is the best
way to combat anxiety.

F RONTLINES

P AGE 6

RETURN TO GUATEMALA PLANNED FOR SUMMER
Cornerstone and Cosecha de
Vida are planning another
trip to Guatemala this summer, Saturday, July 27Saturday,August 3.

A NXIETY : G OD ’ S
(Continued from page 5)

standing true with reference
to God’s Word? Is what I am
saying to myself true? Is what
I am believing in my old tapes
and saying to myself consistent with God’s Word?”

(3) Replace the old
tapes/old understanding with a more Biblical understanding.

Cornerstone has a group of
trained counselors, in addition to the pastors, who
will be happy to meet and
talk with you.

“D ECLARE OUT LOUD
WHAT G OD ’ S W ORD
SAYS ABOUT THE SITUATION YOU ARE
FACING .”

Go to Scripture and find out
what it says about the situation you face that causes your
anxiety. Be as specific as you
can. Ask our pastors and elders. Seek out the help of
trusted friends that are
knowledgeable about Scripture. Write down what you
discover.

(4) Choose to act in the
stressful situation consistent with what
God’s Word teaches
rather than you old
tapes/old understanding.
Next time you are in that
stressful situation … and you
begin to experience anxiety
… STOP!!
 Admit to the Lord and to
yourself what is happening.

Be specific and be brutally honest. Say it out

Those in worship on Sunday,
March 24 heard from pastors
Pablo and Eric a little about
what the trip will include and
saw pictures from last year’s
trip. Cornerstone members

who went last summer had a
wonderful experience and
came back enthusiastic about
going again. If you are interested in going, please talk to
Jim Kolsar.

WORD CAN HELP YOU COPE
loud. “I am in ________
situation. I am feeling
________. I am saying
to myself __________.
I am believing
__________. I want to
do __________. I usually do __________.
When I do _____ the
outcome is usually________.”
 Admit to the Lord and

to yourself out loud:
“What I have been saying
to myself and what I have
been believing in this situation are lies and not the
truth according to God’s
Word. I do not feel like it
is a lie but what I have
been saying to myself and
what I have been believing
and what I usually do in
this situation is not consistent with God’s Word
and usually does not fit
the real world.”
 Declare out loud what

God’s Word says
about the situation
you are facing. Be specific. Don’t leave anything
out.
 Declare out loud: “I

choose to follow God’s
Word rather than the lies
I have been giving myself

to. I know that I still feel
anxious, and I will still
feel anxious for a while,
but I am going to do
________ which is more
consistent with what
God’s Word teaches.”

(5) Trust the Lord and
His Word with the
outcome.
It is imperative that you be
willing to trust Christ absolutely for the outcome in
your new understanding and
in your new actions. The
outcomes are in His hands.
This is your Philippians 4 :
6,7.
I can’t encourage you
enough to share your
struggles one of our pastors, an elder, one of our
lay counselors (Jeff
Magee, Evelyn Saugier,
Sam Downing), your
small group or a trusted
Christian friend for accountability and mutual
encouragement.
Take advantage of all the
resources, help and support God has provided
for you here at Cornerstone.
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W HITES ’ F IRST S OWER P ROJECT
R EAPS A BUNDANTLY
BY ALLEN WHITE
Pat and I recently returned
from a short-term mission
project with joy in our hearts
about how God had used us
for His kingdom. In the current business vernacular, you
might say it was a win-winwin for everyone involved.
It was a three-week project,
from March 2 to 23, to work
at the Trinity Pines Conference Center, a Christian
camp/retreat/conference
center located on Lake Livingston, about 25 miles
northeast of Huntsville, TX.
We joined four other couples
who are members of the Sower organization* and who
were also volunteering their
time to improve and maintain
the facilities at the center.
The men extended a stage at
the Archer Auditorium and
enclosed it with walls that
created storage rooms on
either side of the stage. The
work also involved texturing
and painting the ceilings and
walls of four bathrooms on
the conference grounds as
well as completing other minor repair and painting work.

The women helped with the
painting and also repaired and
reupholstered over 120 chairs
and booths in the main dining
hall.
The first win for Pat and me
was being able to use our
time, skills, and energy to
further the gospel of Jesus
Christ to the 22,000 or more
youth and adults who attend

the center every year. Every
morning, the members of our
group gathered together with
other volunteers for a devotional before heading off to
our jobs. It was an opportunity for us individually to
share our testimonies of how
we came to know Christ personally as Lord and Savior. I
was impressed by how many
had met Christ and come to
saving faith in Him at a camp
like Trinity Pines during their
youth.
The second win for us was the
people we were working with
whom we came to know and
love. I have always enjoyed
my work throughout my life,
and I have been blessed to
work with some wonderful
people through the years.
But there was something very
special about these people. I
have only experienced it
among those in my church
family at Cornerstone and
among other like-minded
Christians at various times in
my life. Pat and I were made
to feel so much at home and
loved in this, our first project
with Sowers.
And finally, we believe with
all our hearts that God was
glorified and that He was
pleased with what was accomplished during those three
weeks. We pray that God
will use our efforts one way
or another to minister to the
lives of those many others
that He will bring to the center. It doesn’t matter that

Proud of our new Trinity Pines T-shirts. The
five couples in this project group ranged in ages
from the early sixties to the early eighties.

they will never be aware of it.
It only matters that God
knows and is glorified by it.
Will we do it again? You
bet!...Lord willing.
In fact, Pat is applying now
for an August work project
for us in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, at the Navigators
headquarters.
*The Sower Ministry is a non
-denominational ministry of
interdenominational Christians, retired and semiretired, who travel in their
personal recreational vehicles
to work on selected projects
at various churches, missions,
camps, and other Christianrelated ministries.

Who is that masked
man?

The ladies recovered
120 chairs.

This is the auditorium stage and storage rooms the Sower
men built. All it needs now is carpet.
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F IVE -F INGER PRAYERS
Prayer is a conversation with God, not a formula. Yet sometimes we might need to use a
“method” to freshen up our prayer time. Here’s one way:


Here’s a little
help for those
who struggle with
how to pray.





When you fold your hands, the thumb is nearest you. So begin by praying for those closest
to you—your loved ones.
The index finger is the pointer. Pray for those who teach—Bible teachers and preachers,
and those who teach children.
The next finger is the tallest. It reminds you to pray for those in authority over you—
national and local leaders, and your supervisor at work
The fourth finger is usually the weakest. Pray for those who are I trouble or who are suffering.
Then comes your little finger. It reminds you of your smallness in relation to God’s greatness. Ask Him to supply your needs.

Whatever method you use, just talk to your Father. He wants to hear what’s on your heart.
(from the Our Daily Bread daily devotional guide)

It’s not too late….

It’s good to have a plan!
Check out one of these
Bible reading plans.

In case you didn’t see it before, here are some resources
to help you start a Bible reading habit for 2019:

Printable plans from Ligonier
Ministries: https://

The beginning of a new year
is a great time to start a Bible
reading plan if you don’t already have one. There are so
many plans available to help
you. Here are some links with
printable resources and online resources.

Online plans from the Bible
App: https://

www.ligonier.org/blog/biblereading-plans/

www.bible.com/reading-plans

read and opens to the next
reading each time. You can
also listen to it read by professional readers if you’d prefer. You can use that time
when you are stuck in traffic
or riding the bus profitably.

The Bible App is an easy way
to get started, particularly if
you want to use your phone.
It keeps track of what you’ve

CPR WILL BE OFFERED AT CORNERSTONE IN APRIL
On Saturday, April 27, at
10:00 a.m., Cornerstone will
host a two-hour course on
CPR, First Aid and AED certification.
Everyone is welcome at attend. If you have teenagers
who babysit, they would benefit from taking this course.

Cost is $35.00 per person
(payable to Unique Services)
and the certification is good
for two years.
Please RSVP to Carol at
info@cornerstonekaty.org or
281-579-1080 so that we can
have an accurate count for the
teacher. Space is limited.

Do you know that in case of
emergency, we have a defibrillator located in the front
hall of the Education Building? Do you know how to
use it?

V OLUME 14, I SSUE 4

P AGE 9

UPDATE FROM THE FURIERIES
"Dearest Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,
We have finally finished seminary! The last several months
have gone by extremely fast
for us! The last time you
heard from us was September
2018. Betsy had just been
born and we were gearing up
for our last semester in Seminary. We are overjoyed in
giving you the news that we
have completed our last semester at the Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson,
Mississippi!
I (Italo) had a couple of classes to finish online by January
31st. Meanwhile, we were
moving from Vicksburg to
Covington, Louisiana, where
I will be working at Faith
Presbyterian Church. We
moved into the house we are
renting on January 19th. If it
all sounds a bit convoluted, it
is because it was! At the end
of it all, we were all very
tired, and yet so happy and
relieved to have completed a
major milestone in our lives.
Now we are preparing for
ordination. I finished taking
my written ordination exams
on March 25th, and, if it all
works out, I will appear before the Presbytery on
April 26-27, in Monroe,
Louisiana, for examination by
the Presbytery. I know some
of you might be interested in
coming to Monroe to attend.
Elders from the Cornerstone

session will be attending,
make sure to ask them for
details.
Following Presbytery, I will
be quickly installed on
April 28th, at Faith Presbyterian Church in Covington,
Louisiana, in the morning
service. If anything changes, I
will make sure that the information gets to you.
Finally, my graduation
ceremony from RTS will
be on Saturday, May 18th,
at First Presbyterian Church
in Jackson, Mississippi, in the
sanctuary at 10 a.m. Needless
to say, you are invited! The
class is small; the sanctuary is
large; so there is plenty of
room for as many as would
like to attend!
How may we thank you for
how you partnered with us
during this journey? When
Paul first crossed from Asia
Minor into Philippi (from
modern day Turkey into
Greece), he eventually found
there partners in the ministry
who would stick with him to
the end. You have been following in the footsteps of
your brethren from Philippi.
Therefore, I make Paul's
words my words: "I thank my

God in all my remembrance of
you, always in every prayer of
mine for you all making my
prayer with joy, because of
your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now.

And I am sure of this, that he
who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at
the day of Jesus Christ. It is
right for me to feel this way
about you all, because I hold
you in my heart, for you are
all partakers with me of grace,
both in my imprisonment and
in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.

“H OW

MAY WE
THANK YOU FOR
HOW YOU PARTNERED WITH US
DURING THIS
JOURNEY ?”

For God is my witness, how I
yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it
is my prayer that your love
may abound more and more,
with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may
approve what is excellent, and
so be pure and blameless for
the day of Christ, filled with
the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God"
(Philippians 1:3-11).
Please feel free to write us or
visit us! Our new address is:
303 Lamarque St, Mandeville, LA 70448.
Love,
The Furieris (Italo, Allison,
Leora, Jimmy, Asher, Silas,
and Betsy)."
Italo Furieri

Italo will be examined for
ordination at the April
presbytery meeting.
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R EPORT ON D AKA ’ S TRAVELS
Dear family in Christ,

Daka has been back to
Kazakhstan for his
grandmother’s funeral
and will be going to the
Middle East.

“BUT THE HARDEST
THING WAS TO SEE
MY DAD RECITING
THE QURAN AND
PRAYING AT HER
GRAVESIDE.”

Hope you are all well. We
are back from Kazakhstan and
still feeling the weight of the
jet lag, especially on David. It
was definitely a blessing for
my family to have us and vice
versa. It was hard to go to my
grandma's graveside and not
to see her alive. But the hardest thing was to see my dad
reciting the Quran and praying at her graveside. He is
definitely gotten more devout
since the last time we were
there a few years ago. Continue praying for my family back
home. I sometimes lose hope
that they will ever come to
know the Lord, but I find

comfort in the Lord's promises and His power to save anyone.
Also, I'm travelling to the
Middle East tomorrow for a
mission trip. I'm not allowed
to disclose a location online
for the security reasons. But
we are going for 10 days. It
sounds like a lot of travelling,
but this trip had been scheduled about 6 months ago and
the trip to Kazakhstan was
obviously unexpected.
However we will be helping a
ministry over there with engaging Muslims with the Gospel, but also training our staff
on how to do ministry to the

Muslim students back in the
US. Pray for the Lord to open
the hearts of Muslims to receive the Gospel. Pray for the
missionaries in the country to
be encouraged through us.
Lastly, keep Heather and the
kids in your prayers as they
are staying back in Houston. I
will definitely miss them for
10 days.
I will update you more on
both trips when I return.
Thank you!
Blessings,
Daka

B RIDGES WILL GIVE STUDENTS THE REAL STORY
OF E ASTER
By Daka Duyssekov

You can help international
students hear about the
real meaning of Easter.

Did you know that the Chinese word for Easter literally
translates to “Resurrection
Day”? Easter is a great opportunity to share truth
about Jesus with your friend
from another country, invite
your friend over when you
celebrate, or to come to
church with you. Or you can
come meet a new friend at
our party!
On April 13th, we will have
a giant party at a house near
Rice University that will introduce students to the
American cultural aspects of
celebrating Easter as well as
give them an opportunity to

hear about how the living
Christ changes lives today. If
you would like to attend
and/or bring a side dish to
this event, please contact
Daka.
We will communicate with
you about either arriving at
the location to help set up at
4:00 p.m., or meeting somewhere else to help give rides
to students.
Our biggest need is prayer.
Please pray for the following:
 For multiplying disciple-

ship and evangelism across
the city, especially in the
Easter season

 Praise for a great Spring

Break trip; pray that God
would use the relationships
and community formed to
draw people to Himself
 For God to soften the

hearts of the international
students to be open to
Jesus, especially those
graduating this semester
 For believers to be

equipped to walk with Jesus for a lifetime

M EAL PREP STILL NEEDED
FOR Y OUTH BEACH RETREAT

Graduation Sunday is May 5
Preparations are underway
for our annual Graduation
Sunday. Our high school
seniors will be recognized
during worship service. Afterwards, there will be a
Cinco De Mayo Taco Bar
lunch reception, and everyone at Cornerstone is invited.

We hope you will attend and
contribute in some way.
Feel free to bring graduation
cards loaded with encouragement. To RSVP and sign up
to contribute, please visit:
https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0c48aaad2faafd0graduation.

1351 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org
On the Web @
www.cornerstonekaty.org
Seeking to renew our families,
our communities, and our world
by bringing faith and life
together in Christ.

You can still help with the
Youth Beach Retreat in
Surfside. on Saturday,
April 6, by volunteering
to help plan, prepare, and
serve one of the meals.
This will involve working
with your team (2-4 volunteers) to plan and prepare a meal (see Carol for

the budget), deliver,
serve, and clean-up.
Meal preparation and serving is still needed for the
Saturday evening meal.
This is a great way to see
what they are up to! Just
go to the Youth Retreat
graphic to sign up.

