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Even as Western civilization 
replaced Judeo-Christian 
tradition with science and 
reason as our authorities on 
truth, human value and 
distinct gender were given 
starting points. The young 
traveler might not know 
who they are, but at least 
they begin the journey 
knowing their gender and 
knowing they have dignity 
and purpose. 

Where does the journey 
end? Christian tradition 
teaches us that its end is a 
new heaven and a new 
earth, a redeemed creation. 
It teaches us that our sinful 
nature will finally be put to 
death, that we will see God 
face to face. This gives us a 

(Continued on page 6) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

Children, teenagers, gradu-
ates, and beyond find them-
selves on an arduous jour-
ney of self-discovery. It is a 
journey that is both won-
derful and fraught with per-
ils. It’s an important jour-
ney to understand as par-
ents, as we guide our chil-
dren, and as disciple-
makers, as we equip God’s 
people.  

How do we do that? 
First, we must understand 
where the journey starts 
and where it is meant to 
end. Those two points play 
a major role in the way we 
understand the journey. I 
point this out because our 
culture sees a different 

starting point and a differ-
ent end from Biblical Chris-
tianity. 

Where does the journey 
start? For most of Western 
civilization it started from a 
set of truths that provided a 
fairly safe and fruitful begin-
ning. Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion taught us that we are 
created in God’s image. 
Thus, we have dignity and 
purpose.  

It also taught us that, be-
cause of the fall of man, we 
have a sinful nature that 
needs healing. In terms of 
specifics, we are taught that 
God created male and fe-
male, equal as image-
bearers and importance, but 
different in gender and 
roles.  

THE JOURNEY OF SELF-DISCOVERY 

BE PART OF THIS SUMMER’S MANE EVENT 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

VBS is right around the cor-
ner!  Preparations are con-
tinuing at a breakneck 
speed.  Thank you to every-
one who has pitched in to 

help out.  Please continue 
to help out as we are not 
finished yet.  Between now 
and then, here is how you 
can help: 

Pray for the volunteers, 
students and families – for 
health, safety and spiritual 
impact 

Pray for the music team, 
VBS girls, and Bible Story 

team as they rehearse 

Pray for good weather 
the week of VBS 

Pray for volunteers to be 
in tune to the Holy Spirit’s 
leading as we make friends 
and minister to the students 

VBS Meetings Monday 
nights at 7:30 p.m. 

(Continued on page 9) 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 Be sure to turn in your baby 
bottles on Father’s Day, 
June 16. 

 The collection of name badges 
has been recently updat-
ed.  New badges were made 
for all the new people attend-
ing.  If you cannot find yours, 
or need a replacement, please 
contact Carol at 281-579-
1080 or  

    info@CornerstoneKaty.org. 

 A Congregational Meeting 
will be held in June to elect 
members to the Officer Nomi-
nating Committee. 
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PRESBYTERY WILL MEET AT 

CORNERSTONE IN SEPTEMBER  

  

Monthly Budget $30,600 

Income— April 2019 33,876 

Expenses– April 2019 41,383 

Net for April 2019 (7,507) 

Annual Budget—2019 $367,200 

Income—2019 YTD 115,798 

Expenses—2019 YTD 141,515 

Net for 2019 YTD (25,717) 

in the EPC, the Session 
interviewed him for mem-
bership at Cornerstone. Ian 
definitely gave a credible 
profession of faith. Tom 
Lott made the motion that 
he be accepted as a mem-
ber, and Sam Downing 
seconded. 

 

 John Barrett has brought 
Mifflin Dove in to look at 
the QuickBooks program 
that Cornerstone has been 
using to help with our fi-
nancial reports. Mifflin has 
done an outstanding job in 
clearing some matters up. 
John also reported that the 
work of replacing lights and 
poles on our campus has 
been completed, by mem-
bers of Cornerstone. The 
original amount approved 
was $5000, and the work 
was done for $1358. Great 
job at being good stewards 
of the money God has given 
us.  

 

 Nathan Cotton reported 
that things are going well at 

BY TOM LOTT 

 Carter continues to lead the 
Session and the Deacons in 
a discussion about our 
evangelism temperature. 
Remember BLESS: Begin 
with prayer, Listen to peo-
ple, Eat with People, Serve 
people, and Share with 
them.  

 

Carter told us about the 
neighbors on one side 
whom he is talking to, 
about Fenton watching a 
neighbor’s children after 
school, and his continued 
ministry to a couple of oth-
er people whom God has 
put into his life. From other 
stories we’ve seen how just 
walking around our neigh-
borhoods and being on 
watch for opportunities can 
lead to being able to BLESS 
people. 
 

 Ian Call, who is ministering 
now at Haven, attended the 
meeting. Since Christ EPC 
is leaving the denomina-
tion, and Ian desires to stay 

Haven, and they may be 
performing their first bap-
tism soon! There is also a 
couple planning to get mar-
ried, and they would like to 
have the ceremony at Cor-
nerstone in October. Na-
than also participated in a 
Shark Tank-like event, the 
following day, at Christ 
EPC in order to present the 
opportunity to other 
churches to partner with 
Haven. 
 

 In his Staff Report, Carter 
began a discussion about 
coming up with a process 
to disciple new people at 
Cornerstone, and get them 
into the small group pro-
gram. The Session also dis-
cussed what moving to two 
services in the fall might 
look like. The discussion 
will continue. 

 

 As always, the Session con-
cluded with prayers for the 
needs at Cornerstone. 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

“THE SESSION ALSO 
DISCUSSED WHAT 
MOVING TO TWO 
SERVICES IN THE 

FALL MIGHT LOOK 
LIKE.”  
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Cornerstone will be host to the 
fall meeting of Presbytery of the 
Gulf South on September 27-28. 
This will be an “all hands on 
deck” event, as we welcome rep-
resentatives of churches in our 
presbytery from Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, and Texas. 

There will be a dinner for the 
delegates Friday night and meet-
ings Friday afternoon and Satur-
day morning. You can help by 
being a greeter, serving at the 

dinner and refreshment tables, 
providing food, setting up for the 
meetings, and other jobs. 

Evelyn Saugier will speak to the 
ladies who attend Friday after-
noon at 5:00 p.m,, and everyone 
is invited to this meeting. 

This is a great opportunity to see 
our larger church body in action, 
so plan to take a part.  Also be 
looking for sign-up opportunities 
which will come this summer. 

We will need lots of 
friendly faces around 
when our presbytery 

meets here in September. 
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Stepping Stones, Cornerstone’s ministry to girls, just wrapped up its fourth season.  Thanks to 
our presenters—Alisa Cotton, Lores Glover, Evelyn Saugier, Lauren Torregano, and Beverly 
Tucker! 

We used the books Lies Young Women Believe…. and Lies Girls Believe… as starting points for the 
sessions this year. At the dinner which closed our season, we asked the girls to write down 
some of the things they learned.  Here’s what they said: 

Lies 
...about God 
God is not really involved in my life. 
God wants me to participate in everything, 

and if I don’t I will be condemned. 
 

...about myself 
God made a mistake with me—I’m not tal-

ented or beautiful or successful—therefore 
I’m worthless. 

I’m not good enough. 
 

...about friendship 
It’s okay to me mean. 
My friends HAVE to be there for me all the 

time. 
The more friends the better. 
The world revolves around me.  And so do 

my friends. 
 

...about  boys 
It’s okay to be “boy crazy”. 
I don’t need to talk to my mom about boys. 
I need a boyfriend. 
I am nothing without “my boy”. 

Truths 
...about God 
God loves you and will always forgive you. 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
God always thinks you’re beautiful, no    

matter if you are wearing makeup or not. 
 

...about myself 
My worth lies in God. 
God loves us however we are. 
I am exactly who God made me to be. 
 

...about friendship 
Choose your friends wisely. 
 

...about boys 
Boys are as nervous as girls are about each 

other. 
Boys also need their parents for relationship 

advice. 
You don’t need a boy to fulfill your desires. 
 
 

These two books 
about lies and truth 

were a good      
resource for  

Stepping Stones. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY H IGHLIGHTS 

 Be sure to submit your 
guess for June’s Starburst 
Fruit Chews Game…and 
be sure to write clear-
ly and include your 
FIRST & LAST names. 
To encourage our kids to 
read the Frontlines news-
letter, winners must ask 
Mrs. Kutzer for their 
prize.   

 Get to know our 
Childcare Workers:  
Question of the month:  

What is your favorite 
dessert? 

  Ms. Ann Alcorn:           
       Anything chocolate 

  Ms. Carol Rutar:    
        Creme Brule or rice     
        pudding if it's done    
        right 

  Ms. Kinsey Spain:  
       Strawberry shortcake 

  Ms. Laura Garay:   
       Cannoli!!  yummy 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

 And the winner is…
The winner of May’s 
Nerds & Gobstoppers 
Candy Game is Meaghan 
Gourlay!  Her guess of 
47 was the exact amount 
of candy in the jar. Con-
gratulations, Miss Gour-
lay! She will receive a 
Chick–fil–A coupon and 
all the candy in the jar.  

 

Everybody can 
take a guess at the 
number of candies 

in Carol’s jar. 

STEPPING STONES TALKS ABOUT LIES AND TRUTH 
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WHAT IS SAM TRYING TO GET ACROSS? 

problem but is one of the 
problems that has affected 
God’s people all through the 
Old Testament and the New 
Testament.  

We saw this reflected in the 
Hebrew slaves who constantly 
longed for  Egypt as soon as 
life became hard for them as 
they wandered in the desert 
on the way to the Promised 
Land. The Hebrews had been 
slaves for 400 years in Egypt 
so they were hard-wired to 
act like slaves and think like 
slaves. God took them, as He 
does us, into the desert and 
made them totally dependent 
on Him. They were to trust 
Him alone with all of their 
life—not just their religious 
beliefs and practices. They 
constantly failed God as He 
knew they would.  

How else does a person grow 
but by making mistakes and 
learning? God was reprogram-
ming their orientation, their 
thinking, their focus in life 
and their responses to situa-
tions in life toward Him and 
away from their old “slaves in 
Egypt” orientations, thinking, 
focus and responses.  

In the New Testament Paul 
calls us to this in Romans 12: 
1 & 2. After 11 chapters of 
hard driving theological truth 
Paul gives us chapter 12 – 16 
of hard driving application of 
that truth to everyday life that 
starts with a renewing of our 
minds. He instructs us in a 
similar way in Ephesians. 
Chapters 1-3 are concerned 
with truth of who Jesus is and 
what He has done for us and 
chapters 4-6 with the applica-

tion of that truth to life. 
God’s truth is our new mind, 
orientation, thinking, focus 
and response in life. Our old 
“slaves in Egypt” way of life 
and thinking is to have no part 
of our new life in Christ. 

So how do we get that old 
way of thinking and acting out 
of our lives and have more of 
God’s way of thinking and 
living in our lives? How do we 
get rid of our old tapes, our 
old road maps, and replace 
them with God’s truth and 
God’s road maps? I suggested 
a plan… not the way but a 
way to help us reorient our 
thinking and acting toward 
God.  

Pick a situation you face 
where your normal responses 
are less than Biblical. Start 
with something easy. You may 
want to write down what you 
discover, so have paper and 
pencil available. Consider the 
following questions. In an-
swering these questions be 
brutally honest with yourself. 
No hiding, excusing, rationali-
zations or running away al-
lowed. Now is the time to 
face you life squarely … warts 
and all. 

(1) What is the situation that 
is causing you concern?  

(2) How do you normally 
respond in this situation? 

(3)  What are you feeling 
when this situation oc-
curs?  

(4) What are you saying to 
yourself about the situa-
tion as it occurs?  

(5) Is what you were saying 
to yourself true?  

(Continued on page 7) 

BY SAM DOWNING 

So far I have presented three 
sermons in a series that will 
take about 6 or 7 sermons. All 
of them were and will be cen-
tered around a central ques-

tion: How do I live more of the 
reality of the truth of the Gos-
pel of Christ in my life?  

Cornerstone is a church with a 
wealth of Biblical and re-
formed theological knowledge 
and belief. We firmly and 
consistently adhere to and 
defend the truth of the Gospel 
found in the clear teaching of 
Scripture as reflected in the 
Westminster Confession of 
Faith. And that is a good 
thing. However living out the 
reality of what we say we be-
lieve on a consistent basis is a 
different kettle of fish. As I 
see it that is the path we most 
urgently need to follow to 
mature in Christ. Having 
more of the reality of the Gos-
pel reflected in my daily life as 
well as my Biblical belief sys-
tem is our point of growth. 

“Well, speak for yourself Sam 
because I have no problem 
living out the Gospel in my 
life.”  However that is not the 
case in my life and in the lives 
of at least several people that I 
know. Just pray for us as we 
struggle to be more like 
Christ. 

In my first message we tried 
to answer the question 

“What’s wrong with me?”.  

Why does my life not reflect 
more of the Gospel and less of 
my twisted thoughts, wishes, 
and desires? We discovered 
that this is not just a Sam 

“OUR OLD 

‘SLAVES IN 

EGYPT ’ WAY OF 

LIFE AND THINK-

ING IS TO HAVE 

NO PART OF 

OUR NEW LIFE 

IN CHRIST . ” 

Start your self-
discovery by answer-
ing some introspec-

tive questions. 
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By Carol Kutzer 

Interested in going? 
As I write this article, I notice 
that we will be departing in 
exactly 2 months.  I am excit-
ed, as is everyone on the 
team, to get there and get to 
work.  We still have room for 
3 more people.   
 

Please contact me ASAP if 

you are interested: info@ 
CornerstoneKaty.org or  

281-579-1080. 

Those attending should note 
the next installments are due 
June 1 and July 1.  Our meet-
ing schedule is: 
 Sunday, July 7 - 12:30;  
Sunday, July 14 - 12:30 and 
Sunday, July 21 - 12:30. 

Can’t go but want to 
help? 
Definitely pray for the group.  
Also, please consider support-
ing the group by making do-
nations or by providing used 
luggage.   As we get closer to 
the date there will be other 
items we might be collecting 
(like shoes, rice and beans).   

GUATEMALA 2019 

OUR PODCAST IS GROWING! 

Thy Body: Answering Hard Ques-
tions about Life and Sexuali-
ty. She is professor and schol-
ar in residence at Houston 
Baptist University and editor-
at-large of the Pearcey Re-
port. Her earlier books in-
clude The Soul of Sci-
ence, Saving Leonardo, Finding 
Truth, and two ECPA Gold 
Medallion Award Win-
ners: Total Truth and How Now 
Shall We Live (which was co-
authored with Harold Fickett 
and Chuck Colson).  
 

A former agnostic, Pearcey 
has spoken at universities such 
as Princeton, Stanford, USC, 

and Dartmouth, and was 
hailed in The Economist as 
"America's pre-eminent evan-
gelical Protestant female in-
tellectual." 
 
The Shumate’s ministry, Cross-
Life, is focused on helping Chris-
tians deal with some of the chal-
lenges of today. “Conversations 
for Life” addresses issues in mar-
riage and family life. You may 
access their website at: 

https://
www.crosslifetoday.org 
and sign up to receive future 
podcasts. 

BY JONATHAN AND KATHLEEN 
SHUMATE 
 

Each month our podcast audi-
ence grows a little bit bigger. 
We've been so blessed to have 
some wonderful guests on it. 
If you haven't listened in a 
while, we invite you to do so 
today!  
 

Recent Conversations 
We've recently had several 
episodes based on our conver-
sation with Prof. Nancy 
Pearcey about a Christian 
view of the body.  
 

 Nancy Pearcey is the author 
of the recently released Love 

IT’S OFFICIAL—ITALO IS A PASTOR ! 

the “open mike” questions, all  
three were approved for min-
istry. 

The following day, Italo was 
installed as Assistant Pastor at 
Faith Presbyterian in Coving-
ton, Louisiana. Several Cor-
nerstone members—
including Carter Sanger, who 
preached at the installation 
service—were present and 

joined church mem-
bers in celebrating 
this great achieve-
ment. 

Cornerstone has 
supported Italo in 
his pursuit of a sem-
inary degree, and 
we join him and his 
family in celebrating 
his hard work! 

Italo Furieri and two other 
candidates for the ministry 
were examined at the April 
27 meeting of the Presbytery 
of the Gulf South at Covenant 
EPC in Monroe, Louisiana.   

Each of the men gave a testi-
mony to his sense of call and 
answered many questions on 
their knowledge of the Bible 
and church policy. Following 

Italo Furieri and two other candidates for 
ordination were examined at the April meet-

ing of Presbytery of the Gulf South . 

Your old suitcase 
can be used to carry 
supplies to Guate-
mala this summer. 

The Schumates’ pod-
casts deal with current 
topics related to Chris-

tian living. 
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his path wrong. Thus, the 
solution is to silence those 
voices.  

That might sound good on the 
surface but the loudest voice 
is the young traveler’s own 
conscience. While you can 
harden it, you can’t silence it. 
It exists because man was 
made in the image of God. 
The ache he feels tells him 
that image is sick and needs 
healing. 
Travel-
ers on 
the 
journey 
of self-
discov-
ery have 
had 
their 
heartaches misdiagnosed by 
our culture, and they feel the 
anxiety and frustration and 
perpetuated sickness that the 
misdiagnoses has wrought. 
Simply put, he feels lost be-
cause he is lost. 

The rescue 

For the lost the gospel is 
God’s rescue mission. It’s the 
pilot that sees the traveler 
drifting in the open sea who 
drops a team of rescue divers 
nearby, coaxes the traveler 
into the safety harness and 
pulls him up, tends his in-
jured heart, flies him to safe-
ty, nourishes him with truth, 
and equips him to travel his 
journey in the right direction.  

For the young child raised in 
God’s truth the gospel is the 

trainer who strengthens him 
to endure the undertow of 
culture that threatens to 
sweep him out to sea. 

For the teenager and twenty-
something raised in God’s 
truth but caught in the rip-
tides of cultural currents, the 
gospel is the team of life-
guards that swims into the 
riptides while maintaining a 
tether to those on solid 

ground. 

As the church, 
we are gospel 
bearers, rescue 
workers called to 
apply the gospel 
effectively in all 
kinds of situa-
tions to help 
young travelers 

on their journey of self-
discovery. But, of course, it 
can’t be only a journey of self
-discovery. It must also be a 
journey of God discovery—of 
gospel discovery. The gospel 
is the only guide that can lead 
the young traveler to the ulti-
mate destination.  

So let us embrace the gospel; 
let us nourish each other with 
the gospel; and practice the 
gospel in our the context of 
family and life among lost 
people. 

Carter 

clear vision of our journey. It 
is a journey of sanctification, 
where we become more and 
more like Christ. Given a 
clear starting and ending 
point, the journey takes 
shape.   

Today, our culture is throw-
ing off these givens. The 
starting point of the journey 
has changed. What was once a 
paved road that pointed in a 
particular direction to start 
the journey is now an empty 
field. There are no directions, 
no signs that tell the young 
traveler which way to go.  

Why not? Because there is no 
defined end. Any end will do. 
Who are you? No helps al-
lowed. Your gender is not a 
given. Your value is not a 
given. It is no wonder that 
anxiety is on the rise among 
today’s young people. They 
don’t know who they are and 
they don’t know where to go, 
and the “wisdom” of our cul-
ture frowns upon any guides 
that try to help.  

The rise of crazy 

Without any direction, there 
are no wrong paths (no sin). 
While that sounds like pro-
gress, it leaves the young 
traveler struggling to deter-
mine why he feels so bad; 
why he hurts so much; why 
he is so anxious. Instead of 
indicating a wrong path, cul-
ture tells him that the prob-
lem is the people, the institu-
tions, the traditions that call 

(Continued from page 1) 

“FOR THE YOUNG 

CHILD RAISED IN GOD ’S 

TRUTH THE GOSPEL IS 

THE TRAINER WHO 

STRENGTHENS HIM TO 

ENDURE THE UNDER-

TOW OF CULTURE….”  

SELF-DISCOVERY: GRABBING A LIFE-LINE 

“ . . .THE LOUDEST 

VOICE IS THE 

YOUNG TRAVEL-

ER ’S OWN CON-

SCIENCE . WHILE 

YOU CAN HARD-

EN IT , YOU CAN ’T 

SILENCE IT . ”  

Without direction, young 
people today don’t know 

what path to choose. 
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SAM: WHO ARE YOU? 

we move through life we de-
velop an understanding of 
who we are, which helps us 
understand ourselves and oth-
ers. For example: I am an 
engineer. I am a student. I am 
Joan’s husband. I am a mem-
ber of Cornerstone. All of 
these forms of personal identi-
ty are the results of what we 
have achieved or to whom we 
are related.  

These change as we go 
through life and life changes 
around us. This culture seems 
to say that such an identity is 
all there is. There is no core 
identity that does not change. 
Therefore you can choose who 
you want to be, change it 
whenever you want, and the 
rest of society should not only 
not criticize your choices but 
affirm and support them. The 
kind, loving, tolerant, sup-
portive, giving person is to be 
supported in his/her choices 
just like the hating, intolerant, 
unsupportive, selfish person is 
to be supported because that is 
just whom they have chosen to 
be...right?  

Well, actually that depends on 
whether the hating person is 
hating what I think should be 
hated rather than what some-
body else thinks should be 
hated. This is one of the hy-
pocrisies of this culture. 

While the Bible seems to as-
sume that there are social 
identities we develop as we go 
through life, it stands firm that 
there is a core identity that 
does not change. We looked 
at Ephesians 1:3-12 to get a 
picture of who God says we 
are as believers and followers 

of Christ. We want to know 
how God views us. What is 
the identity that God has given 
us? Let’s review a little of 
what we discovered. 

Verse 3 –You are blessed. 
“Wait a minute! You call my 
struggles, lack of money, un-
fulfilling job, rebellious chil-
dren and difficult spouse a 
blessing?” Nope … not what 
this passage is saying. It is say-
ing that your blessing has little 
to do with your lot in life ac-
cording to your understand-
ing. It is saying that God has 
valued you enough to give you 
all that you need to be His 
person in your part of the 
world with your assets and 
liabilities. Whether you view 
your place in life as a big im-
portant place or a little insig-
nificant place, God  has not 
little people and not little 
places … only people who are 
God’s people wherever they 
are in life, which is God’s 
places. Those blessing in verse 
3 are all the spiritual gifts, 
support and encouragement 
you need to be God’s person 
in God’s place. 

Verse 4 – You are the chosen 
in Christ before the founda-
tion of the world.    Before 
the foundation of the universe 
was laid, God, looking down 
through the course of all histo-
ry, saw, knew and loved you 
in particular. Not just you 
collectively like the church 
you, but you particular you. 
He therefore moved all of 
creation and history down 
through the generations for 
you to be born because He 
loved you and wanted you to 

(Continued on page 8) 

(6) What is the truth … what 
is the truth of God’s 
Word that applies … in 
this situation?  

(7) What actions are more 
consistent with God’s 
truth in this situation?  

(8) Next time this situation 
occurs respond, as best 
you can, based on the 
truth of God’s Word and 
not based on how you 
normally feel.  

(9) Evaluate, confess and 
repent, reorient and try 
again next time with a 
little more wisdom. Re-
member, God did not 
expect perfect people 
right out of Egypt. The 
Christian life, maturity in 
Christ, is a marathon not 
a sprint. Be kind to your-
self and persistently pa-
tient in this struggle. Re-
member Philippians 
2:12,13. 

 

In the second message we 
took “Anxiety” and applied 
this plan to that struggle 
which we all have in life at one 
time or another. For a much 
more detailed description of 
what was shared see the ser-
mon on  “Anxiety” on the 
Cornerstone website and the 
newsletter article that was 
written about that message.  

My last message seemed to 
shift to a new topic:  

“Who am I?”   

However, understanding our 
core identity is a major com-
ponent of our orientation in 
life and is a large factor in 
determining how we respond 
to situations we face in life. As 

(Continued from page 4) 

“ . . .GOD HAS VAL-

UED YOU 

ENOUGH TO 

GIVE YOU ALL 

THAT YOU NEED 

TO BE H IS PER-

SON IN YOUR 

PART OF THE 

WORLD…” 

The Bible assures us that 
we have a core identity 
which does not change. 

PAGE 7 
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SAM: THE BIBLE IS FULL OF GOD’S PROMISES 

New Life – 2 Corinthians 
5:17; Colossians 2:11; Ezekiel 
36:26,2 ; 1 Corinthians 2:16 

You were redeemed 
(Ephesians 1:7), washed clean 
(1 Corinthians 6:11), purified 
(1John 1:7), justified (Romans 
5:1), and sanctified 
(1Corinthians 6:11) 

You are accepted (Romans 
15:7), declared blameless 
(Colossians 1:22), righteous (2 
Corinthians 5:21), complete 
(Colossians 2:9,10), and per-
fect (Hebrews 10:14) 

You were made free from 
accusation (Colossians 
1:22), from condemnation 
(Romans 8:1), the Law 
(Romans 7:4), sin (Romans 
6:11), God’s wrath (Romans 
5:9) 

You were made an heir of 
God (Galatians 4:7), given 
everything needed to live god-
ly (1 Peter 1:3), made partak-
ers in the divine nature (2 Pe-
ter 1:4), given every spiritual 
blessing (Ephesians 1:3), and 
given eternal life (John 3:16) 

But if all this is true and this is 
who God says I really am at 
the core of my being, why do I 
have such trouble living that 
reality?   

Here is where we run into 
Peter’s problem, which was 
the ancient Hebrew slave’s 
problem, and which is our 
problem as well. In Matthew 
8:23 – 27 Jesus comes to the 
disciples walking on the water. 
Peter expresses the desire to 
come to Jesus on the water. 
Peter wants to follow his sav-
ior and is willing to go wher-
ever his Savior leads. Jesus 

calls Peter to this new reali-
ty ... to this new way of un-
derstanding and doing things 
… to this new and difficult 
and challenging place.  

Peter rushes to follow but gets 
caught up in his old tapes/old 
roadmaps/old ways of under-
standing the world and begins 
to sink. Peter, to his credit, 
calls out to the only source of 
strength he has in the middle 
of his sinking. He understands 
in an instant that his way of 
thinking and doing things is 
not working and calls out to 
the only source of new under-
standing of life.  

That Peter was going to sink 
was certain to Jesus.  Just like 
the certainty that you and I 
have sunk, are sinking, and 
will sink again in the future as 
we seek to follow where Jesus 
leads, relying on our old tapes 
rather than the truth of the 
Word of God. Our Savior 
knows and understands that 
well. But He is patient and 
kind and continues to teach us 
how to live for Him in this 
broken and fallen world.  
However our Savior in not 
codependent.  He will not 
facilitate our fears, insecuri-
ties, uncertainties, failures, 
hiding/running away or any 
other sinful response to His 
gentle but persistent call.  

What are your Peter prob-
lems? What parts of your life 
are you still trying to solve 
based on your old tapes/old 
roadmaps rather than the truth 
of the Word of God? 

Next time we will see how this 
applies to a particular problem 
a lot of us struggle with. 

be a part of his family. Not 
some small person in some 
small place but to be the most 
important person for Him in 
the most important place in 
God’s Kingdom which is 
where you are right now. This 
is who we were created to be, 
who Christ made us by His 
work, and what we are called 
to be before the watching 
world. Not because of our 
own efforts but because of 
what Christ has done for us. 

Read verses 5-12 and apply 
these promises to your own 
life. 
 

The core unchanging identity 
that we have been given and 
called to by God is not ex-
hausted in these few verses in 
Ephesians. Take a look at the 
following passages (which 
again compose only a partial 
list). 

Biblical ID 
When you came to Christ you 
became/received / were giv-
en...  

Forgiveness of sins 
(Colossians 2:13,14), a child 
of God (John 1:12 Romans 
8:15), eternal life (John 5:24), 
deliverance from Satan’s do-
main and transferred to the 
Kingdom of God (Colossians 
1:13), Christ dwelling in you 
(Colossians 1:27 and 3:20), a 
new creature (2 Corinthians 
5:17), righteousness (2 Corin-
thians 5:21), a loving relation-
ship with God (1 John 4:9-
11), acceptance by God 
(Colossians 1: 19-22) 

New Family – Ephesians 
1:4,5; John 1:12; Romans 
8:15,16 

(Continued from page 7) 

Jesus knows that we will 
fail, but he invites us to 
come to him, anyway. 
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CONGRATULATIONS , GRADUATES ! 

Math and Linguistics.  Colton 
Nesbit plans to attend college 
and become a math teacher.  
Fenton Sanger will have a gap 
year before he starts college.  
Tucker Kutzer will study 
media at Houston Communi-
ty College. We will be pray-
ing for them as they embark 
on their next adventures. 

Following the service, Cor-
nerstone members got to 
enjoy a Cinco de Maya lunch 
and celebration with these 
young men and their families. 

Six of our young men were 
honored on Sunday, May 5, as 
they graduate from high 
school and go on to jobs or 
more schooling. 

William Jedig and his brother 
Marcus are returning to Den-
mark, where they will contin-
ue their schooling.  Christo-
pher Tucker will join his 
brother Jonathan at Washing-
ton & Lee in the fall.  Jack 
Elgie just completed his Eagle 
Scout badge, and he is looking 
forward to studying Applied 

1351 S. Mason Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77450 
 

(281) 579-1080 

info@cornerstonekaty.org 

 
On the Web @ 

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

 
 

Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

Tucker Kutzer, William Jedig, Christopher Tucker, Jack Elgie, and 
Colton Nesbit were recognized during worship on May 5.  Fenton 

Sanger is also graduating but was not able to be there. 

VBS: HELP IS NEEDED 

Music Rehearsals Sundays 
at 4:30 p.m. 

Teen volunteer training 
meeting on Tuesday, June 11, 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Help us decorate the cam-

(Continued from page 1) pus on Thursday, June 13, at 
10:00 a.m. 

Help us decorate the gym 
on Sunday, June 16, at 4:30 
p.m. 

 Sign up at the website 
listed on page 1 to provide 
needed supplies! 


