
JULY 2019 

FRONTLINES 

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

VOLUME 14, ISSUE 7 

shattered and how his first 
year broke him badly. Even 
with his vows to endure 
whatever persecution might 
come and his reading of 
other persecuted Christians, 
he realized he was unpre-
pared for what he faced.  

All of this led him to extend 
a warning to us, the Church 
in the United States. He is 
convinced that persecution 
is coming. In some ways itõs 
already here. For example, 
there is pressure in many 
universities and other work 
settings to support and em-
brace the LGBT agenda 
already. If proposed legisla-
tion is passed, it will be 
considered a hate crime to 

(Continued on page 7) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

At General Assembly this 
year Dr. Andrew Brunson 
spoke on a couple of occa-
sions. If youõre unfamiliar, 
Dr. Brunson was the pastor 
imprisoned in Turkey on 
false charges for two years. 
We spent months praying 
for him in worship as did 
many churches around the 
world.  

Although convicted at his 
trial, he was released to 
travel last October, which 
opened a window for the 
US State Department to fly 
him back to North Carolina. 
A day later he was in the 
Oval Office, laying his 
hands on and praying for 
President Trump. It was a 

grand sight to see him walk 
to the podium this past 
week. He was greeted with 
an enthusiastic standing 
ovation which extended for 
several minutes.  

He spoke about his time in 
the Turkish prison. It was-
nõt filled with hymn singing 
and joy in suffering. It was 
filled with anxiety and a 
feeling of abandonment. He 
broke down at least once as 
he attempted to walk us 
through a brief picture of 
what he experienced and 
has written a book about the 
experience that will be 
available in October.  

He spoke about how his 
romanticized view of suffer-
ing under persecution was 
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BY CAROL KUTZER 

When life is unfair, scary, 
changing, sad and 
goodé.God is Good!   

What a great week!  So 
much great music, dancing, 
worship and learning about 
God.  Godõs love was eve-
rywhere as we served the 
children God brought to 
VBS and as we served each 
other. 

The total number of chil-
dren who attended was 
probably the fewest weõve 
had in my tenure here at 
Cornerstone.  I believe we 
finished the week with 48 
children.  But what won-
derful, amazing, bright, and 
enthusiastic children they 
were! Honestly, I think we 
only had 1 child who spoke 
little to no English, so there 
were no struggles with 

communication.  Which 
was such a blessing as this 
allowed our Cornerstone 
kids to make lots of new 
friends.  They were such 
great òhostsó this week to 
our visitors. 

Our Cornerstone volun-
teers were also great òhostsó 
to all the Cosecha de Vida 
volunteers.  Most of whom 

(Continued on page 8) 

SPECIAL  POINTS  OF 

INTEREST : 

¶ A Congregational Meet-
ing will be held on Sun-
day, June 30, to elect 
two representatives from 
the congregation to the 
Officer Nominating 
Committee.  

¶ Please remember to pray 
for our Guatemala team 
while they are gone, July 
27-August 3.  

¶ We will have members of 
our church preaching in 
July while Carter is on 
vacation. 
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more believers praying 
for him than anyone in 
the church over the last 
thousand years. Hopeful-
ly this will be the fore-
runner of Godõs doing a 
great work in Turkey and 
possibly the 10/40 win-
dow of evangelism. 

¶ As reported last month, 
Miflin Dove has been 
working on assuring that 
Cornerstoneõs finances 
are in good order. Please 
take a moment to thank 
Miflin for the wonderful 
job that heõs done. On 
another note, a member 
has offered to pay for a 
new sound system in the 
sanctuary.  

¶ The Elders and Deacons 
took some time to gather 
in groups of three to pray 
for each other. 

¶ Carter will be on vaca-

BY TOM LOTT 

¶ The meeting was fairly 
abbreviated since we are 
in the summer months. 

¶ Carter reviewed his trip 
to General Assembly in 
Colorado. By Godõs 
grace there were no con-
troversial issues this year. 
The highlight was proba-
bly the attendance of 
Andrew Brunson, the 
EPC pastor/missionary 
who was imprisoned in 
Turkey for approximate-
ly two years. He was 
finally released last Octo-
ber. He talked about his 
experience in Turkey and 
his felt absence of God.  

As a reminder, David 
sensed the absence of 
God many times, as well 
as many other of Godõs 
saints in history. Pastor 
Brunson probably had 

tion from sometime near 
the end of July through 
early August. During that 
period it is probable that 
Jonathan Shumate and 
Kenney Wrubel will be 
preaching. Sam Downing 
will also be preaching 
again in the future. 

¶ A Congregational meet-
ing will be held after the 
worship service on June 
30th in order to choose 2-
3 members to serve on 
the Officer Nominating 
Committee. Don Russell 
and Tom Lott are the 
Ruling Elders on the 
committee. 

¶ As always, the Session 
concluded with prayers 
for the needs at Corner-
stone. 

 

SESSION H IGHLIGHTS  
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Cornerstone helps support several of the organizations that will now share a facility.  
Stop by for a look at their new building. 

Videos recordings of all 
the EPC General  

Assembly talks (including 
Andrew Brunsonõs) are 
available on the EPC 

website at: 

https://epc.org/ga/
ga2019recordings/. 

 

All of them were good! 
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made for the swift completion 
of our work.   

One motion should help in 
future meetings: the Rules of 
the General Assembly may be 
amended or suspended by a 
three-fourths  vote of the 
commissioners present and 
voting .   The change was 
made to insure that important 
business can be conducted, 
even late in the Assembly 
when many registered com-
missioners have already left 
for home.  The rules before 
required a two-thirds majori-
ty of those registered for the 
meeting. 

One of our Presbyteryôs 

churches in Monroe, LA, 

won the Bart Hess Award for 

this year. The Bartlett L. Hess 
Award for church vitality is 
given annually to the EPC 
church that has demonstrated 
the most innovative approach 
to church growth or revitali-
zation. 
 

Our stated clerk, Jeff Jeremi-
ah, will be retiring in two 
years and so a search commit-
tee is being formed to find a 
new stated clerk. 

Connecting with old 
friends 
It is always good to see old 
friends at General Assembly.  
We greeted many from Cen-
tral South Presbytery as well 
as one of Cornerstoneõs pre-
vious youth directors, Rob 
Hock, and his wife Kimmy.  
Cornerstone supported Robõs 
attendance at seminary, and 
he is now lead pastor of 
Southport church in Indianap-
olis.  Italo, Allison, and baby 
Betsy Furieri were there for 

their first GA and 
send their greetings 
to the church in 
Katy. 

A moving moment 
One particularly 
moving moment at 
GA on Thursday was 
when Cherry Hills 
lead pastor Brad 
Strait gave us an update.  At 
GA last year Brad and his wife 
had to leave GA early to re-
turn to Denver to be there for 
their 3 month-old grand-
daughter's emergency sur-
gery.   
 

The delicate and dangerous 
microscopic surgery was to 
remove growths on her spinal 
cord by pulling the end of the 
spinal cord out of the end of 
the vertebrae and cutting the 
growths off.  Without sur-
gery, her prognosis was an 
early death.  After surgery 
they wouldnõt know for some 
time whether the little girl 
would ever walk or have con-
trol of body functions.  Jeff 
Jeremiah, stated clerk of GA, 
had led the GA in prayer for 
the little girl.   
 

On Wednesday Brad intro-
duced the now 15 month-old 
child to GA.  Her mother 
carried her up on the stage, 
placed her down on the floor, 
and she RAN across the stage 
to greet her grandmother.  As 
they say, the crowd went 
wild.  God answers prayer, 
surprise, surprise. 

Next yearõs assembly 
GA next year will be back at 
Hope Cordova near Mem-
phis, which is the church that 
Rufus Smith pastors. 

[ANDREW BRUNSON ]

HAS WRITTEN  A 

BOOK  ABOUT  HIS 

EXPERIENCE IN   

PRISON, GODõS 

H OSTAGE, WHICH  

WILL COME OUT  IN  

O CTOBER.   

BY GENE COVER 

Carter and Ellie Sanger and 
Gene and Linda Cover had 
the privilege of attending the 
39th EPC General Assembly at 
Cherry Creek Presbyterian, 
just south of Denver, Colora-
do, on June 18-21.  As usual 
the worship services were 
great as was the music.  Gene 
was particularly impressed 
with the jazz quartet that led 
the music on Friday morning.  
This quartet leads the music 
at their Saturday night wor-
ship service. 

Andrew Brunson ad-
dressed the assembly 
We had the great fortune to 
hear missionary Andrew 
Brunson speak to us twice: 
once describing his two years 
of imprisonment in Turkey, 
and again giving the sermon at 
Thursday nightõs worship 
service.  Andrewõs wife, 
Noreen, spoke of her particu-
lar challenges at the Pastorsõ 
Wives luncheon. 

In his sermon, he stressed the 
need for the American church 
to prepare for persecution.  
He said that we need a greater 
fear of God, a greater love for 
God, and a greater persever-
ance in the face of struggles.  
He has written a book about 
his experience in prison, Godõs 
Hostage, which will come out 
in October.  It can be ordered 

in advance at www.epc.org/
godshostage. 

Assembly business 
As far as church business was 
concerned, there was nothing 
controversial that came be-
fore the commissioners.  This 

GENERAL  A SSEMBLY M EETS IN  D ENVER  

Andrew Brunson warned the 
church in the United Sates to 

prepare for persecution. 
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For 2018, Giving USA  reports 
gifts to religious organizations 
are down 1.5% to just 29% of 
total charitable giving. Total 
giving to charity rose to 427 
billion dollars, but this came 
more from foundations and 
corporations and not from 
individualsðthe churchõs pri-
mary revenue source. On av-
erage, Americans gave away 
only 1.9% of their disposable 
income. 

These giving trends are as 
alarming to me today as they 
were back in 2008 when I first 
rang the bell of concern. Fi-
nancial resources are not our 
mission, but they are the fuel 
that propels the mission. 

Without money, there can 
be no mission and no min-
istry in these days when 

the faith is struggling 
around the world. 

What caused the latest decline? 
Some will blame the last tax 
law changes that significantly 
increased the standard deduc-
tion and thus reduced the 
number of people who item-
ize. Others will say that it just 
reflects that fewer people are 
in church and the world is 
more secular.  

I do not buy into the theory 
that the causes are all external 
and thus any solution must be 
external. I still hold to the 
conviction that the solution is 
within the church to save the 
church, but we have avoided 
the hard work necessary to 
make the cultural adjustment 
to get it done. In the strongest 

(Continued on page 7) 

The following article is reprinted 
from the website Horizons Stew-
ardship by Clif Christopher. 

 Ten years ago, in Not Your 
Parentsõ Offering Plate, I 
voiced my concern that giving 
to religion, as a share of over-
all giving, had fallen signifi-
cantly over the last several 
decades and was half of what it 
once was. At the time, the 
giving trends indicated that if 
we did not change the way we 
do overall stewardship in the 
church, the decline in giving 
would continue. Well, now it 
has happened! 

For the first time ever, 
giving to religion as a per-
cent of overall charitable 
donations has dropped 
below 30%. 

 

W HAT  CHURCH  LEADERS N EED TO  K NOW  ABOUT  

N EW GIVING  TRENDS 

òFINANCIAL   

RESOURCES ARE 

NOT  OUR  MIS-

SION, BUT THEY 

ARE THE FUEL 

THAT  PROPELS THE 

MISSION.ó 

N EWS FROM  N ICK  & A MANDA  

Dear church partner, 
First and foremost, we want to 
thank you for your continued 
support, both financially and 
prayerfully. We very much 
felt loved and supported over 
the past 3 years in Lebanon. 
This fall, we will celebrate 5 
years of living in the Middle 
East, and we thank you for not 
only being a part of Godõs 
work among Syrian refugees in 
Lebanon, but also a part of our 
lives. 
 

As you know, the past year or 
so has been somewhat difficult 
for us. Just this year, Amanda 
had a seizure and pulmonary 
embolism after giving birth to 
Everett; then Everett was in 

the NICU for 10 days because 
he was born almost 6 weeks 
early; Nickõs visa was denied, 
and we waited for over a year 
to get it overturned; Amandaõs 
dad died; and we went 
through major changes in team 
and team leadership. These are 
just some of the biggest things. 
Needless to say, it took a toll 
on us. 
 

Our hope is that this summer 
will be a restful time, as well 
as a time of prayer and dis-
cernment for our future. As 
new team leaders, we are 
praying that God would give 
us clear vision for our family 
and our team as we move for-

ward. Please pray with us and 
for us that He would direct us 
in the way He wants us to go, 
and that we will be able to 
return to Lebanon ready to 
serve and to lead. 
 

Thanks again for your contin-
ued support! We couldnõt 
have made it through this last 
year with you! As Paul said in 
Philippians 4, "How [we] praise 
the Lord that you are concerned 
about [us] again. [We] know you 
have always been concerned for 
[us.]" 
In Him, 

Nick, Amanda  
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BY CAROL KUTZER 

God is Good!  This was our 
take-away at VBS.  Godõs 
goodness was everywhere.  
Just one example is the way 
He provided enough money 
through the VBS mission drive 
to purchase 100 Spanish Bibles 
to take to Guatemala.  Our 
goal was 60 Bibles.   

The Guatemala mission team 
will begin meeting soon to 
prepare for the trip. We will 
review our VBS music and 

lessons and begin packing do-
nations.  

You can begin bringing dona-
tions to the church that you 
would like to send with us. 
These items include: 

¶ Gently used baby and chil-
drenõs clothing ð cleaned 

¶ Deflated soccer balls 

¶ Toiletry items (small/
sample size) 

¶ New underwear and socks 
(all sizes) 

¶ Baseball hats ð gently used 
or new 

¶ Used luggage ð large 
enough to carry 50 lbs ð on 
wheels please 

Our departure date is fast 
approaching.  Please commit 
to praying for the team every 
day beginning now, while we 
prepare and continue until we 
are safely home.  If you have 
any questions, please contact 
Carol at  

info@CornerstoneKaty.org. 

CHILDREN õS M INISTRY  H IGHLIGHTS  

Whatõs one career you wish you 
could have? 

¶ Ms. Ann Alcorn: Movie star 
 

¶ Ms. Carol Rutar: President 
 

¶ Ms. Kinsey Spain: Primatologist  
 

¶ Ms. Laura Garay:  Professional 
ballerina for the New York City 
ballet  

BY CAROL KUTZER 

J   And the winner iséThe 
Starburst game will be counted next 
month. 

J Get to know our Childcare 
Workers:  Question of the month: 

Kenny and Lauren Torreganoõs baby Christian 
was baptized during worship in June. 

We still need suitcases 
with wheels to transport 
the items weõve collected 

to Guatemala. 
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PICTURES  FROM  VBS 


