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their emotions and the 
things they have been talk-
ing about. Take a guess 
about what might be on 
their mind in a playful way. 
They will let you know if 
you are right or wrong. 
You’ll be amazed how much 
it means to kids to know 
you’re trying to see into 
their world...Invest the 
time and energy and watch 
your superpower improve. 
 

Building Skills 
Dads can build both physi-
cally and verbally. We all 
have the capacity to build 
things with Legos with our 
kids. Why not look up how 

(Continued on page 8) 

BY DANIEL HUERTA 
The influence my dad had 
on me as a young boy was 
unequaled… His words had 
power in my heart and his 
presence was an essential 
ingredient in our home. My 
dad didn’t just have abilities 
– he had superpowers. 
 

Like moms, dads bring their 
own unique and essential 
“superpowers” to the home. 
Each man is unique and his 
skills are of tremendous 
value to his family…. 
 

Observation Skills 
The power of observation 
might not sound impressive, 
but it’s a huge deal. Most of 
our communication is non-

verbal, conveyed through 
tone and body cues. Be-
cause of this, we tend to 
miss out on a lot of infor-
mation that others are shar-
ing. 
 

This superpower requires a 
lot of practice, trial, and 
error. Some people are 
better at it than others. But 
watch what happens when 
you take note of your kids’ 
words and actions and re-
flect those back to them 
verbally.... Ask your kids if 
you are reading their 
thoughts correctly as you 
observe them. Take time to 
look into your child’s eyes 
and say, “I notice…” or “I 
think that you…” Observe 

FATHERHOOD:  

HOW TO BE THE DAD YOUR FAMILY NEEDS  

ON-SITE SERVICES RESUME SUNDAY, JUNE 14 

Cornerstone members were 
encouraged to attend the 
worship services being held 
in the sanctuary beginning 
Sunday, June 14, while still 
observing social distancing. 
 

For those worshipping at 
home, the services are 
broadcast at 10:30 a.m.  A 
printable bulletin is also 
available on the website.  If 
you have missed commun-

ion, just contact the church 
office at  

CornerstoneKaty.org to set 

up a time for two of the 
elders to come to your 
home with the elements. 
 

Chairs were spaced so that 
couples or families could sit 
together and still be six feet 
from their neighbors.  
Communion was observed, 
with the elements handed 

out by elders   Every effort 
was made to insure that 
members were protected.  
For the 55 who attended, it 
was good to be in the 
Lord’s house again after a 
long  three months.   
 

Our nursery and Worship 
Training are still not up and 
running, so parents will 
need to keep their children 
with them during the ser-
vice. 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 Carol Kitzer plans to be on 
vacation July 6 - 24.   

 

 We are thankful for our 
country, and will cele-
brate its Independence 
Day on July 4.! 

 

 An Officer Nominating 
Committee will be elect-
ed at a Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, July 
12. 
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disturbed in me? Put your hope 
in God, for I will yet praise 
Him, my Savior and my God.” 
The conclusion is that, 
“Faith gets the last word, 
for the silencing of the 
complaints of sense, and, at 
the end, prevails and carries 
the day.”  
 

 The Session and Deacons 
entered into a time of pray-
er. We always strive to 
seek the mind of Christ in 
doing so. We prayed that 
decisions won’t be made in 
ways that will be divisive in 
this time of Coronavirus. 
Several requests were made 
about health issues, job 
losses, and a co-worker’s 
untimely death. All of these 
were prayed for. 

 

 John Barrett reported that 
even without the large gift 
in May, giving would have 
exceeded budget; what a 
blessing considering the 
consequences of lost jobs 
and economic problems 
caused by the coronavirus. 
Expenses were also a little 
under budget. Please pray 
that God will continue to 
provide as He is always 
faithful in doing. We know 
that He’s going to do it, but 
He also wants us to pray. 

 

BY TOM LOTT 
 

 Because of the ongoing 
Coronavirus issue, the Ses-
sion met once again, with 
the Deacons, by way of 
Zoom conferencing.   

 In Carter Sanger’s absence, 
Tom Lott gave the devo-
tional which was taken 
from Psalm 42. Matthew 
Henry sees this as a Psalm 
showing the conflict be-
tween sense (what we’re 
experiencing, or have expe-
rienced), and faith.  

 

David begins with a faith 
statement, then sense ob-
jects and faith answers. “As 
the deer pants for streams of 
water, so my soul pants for 
You, O God. My soul thirsts 
for God, for the living God. 
When can I go meet with God?” 
Henry says, “Faith begins 
with holy desires toward 
God and communion with 
Him.”  
 

All through the Psalm, 
sense objects and faith an-
swers. Finally: “Why are you 
so downcast, my soul? Why so 

 Please take time to thank 
those who have worked so 
hard to get the live stream 
up and running, and the 
reopening of Cornerstone 
accomplished. If you don’t 
know who they are, feel 
free to ask me. I don’t want 
to leave anyone out in this 
report. 

 

 Nathan Cotton told us that 
Haven Church started 
meeting again on the same 
Sunday as Cornerstone. 
They are live streaming as 
well, and have split the 
service into two, one on 
Saturday evening and one 
on Sunday morning. By 
God’s grace, Haven had a 
new family join. Please 
continue to pray for our 
church plant. 

 

 There will be a short Con-
gregational Meeting on 
Sunday, July 12, immedi-
ately after the worship ser-
vice. The purpose will be 
to choose two members 
from the congregation to 
serve on the upcoming Of-
ficer Nominating Commit-
tee. Don Russell and Ben 
Colston will serve as Ses-
sion members.   

 

 As always, the meeting 
concluded with Shepherd-
ing and Care Group con-
cerns and prayer. 

SESSION HIGHLISHTS 
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Hymns are part of the “vocabulary” of the 
historic church, like the catechism.  Chil-
dren need to learn and appreciate them.  
They include good theology. 
 

If you have a favorite hymn, send us your 
suggestions.  Lots of people have favor-
ites! 

“Matthew  

Henry sees this 

as a Psalm 

showing the 

conflict  

between sense... 

and faith.”  
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Our men are still meeting weekly on Friday mornings for 
breakfast and prayer.  If you would like to join them, just 
come to the church Fellowship Hall or join the Zoom meet-
ing at 

https://zoom.us/j/155004561?
pwd=YUZsTW0yNzJ3aUhGS3QxWVZtcllCZz09. 

UP EARLY? 

We are taking a panoramic video of the congregation each 
week to record those in attendance and where they are 
seated should we ever need to assist with contact tracing. 

BY CAROL KUTZER 

 Sunday School this 
Fall:  We missed a total 
of six Sunday school les-
sons this past spring due 
to the Coronavirus.  
Even though I posted 
these lessons online for 
families to do at home, I 
think most families were 
too stressed out to fit 
these lessons into their 
schedules.   

 

 So, I rearranged the pro-
jected schedules for the 
next two school years to 
fit them all in. I don’t 
know when we will re-
turn to Sunday Morning 
classes, but the lessons 
plans are ready for when 
we do. 

 Children CAN Wear 
Face Masks:  Now that 
we have returned to 
gathered worship, it has 
been so encouraging to 
see all faces (at least par-
tial faces). I was so im-
pressed to see the Shu-
mate family all at wor-
ship, all in face masks.  
(see photo) 

 

 Kids’ Bulletins:  We 
understand that not every 
family is ready or able to 
return to gathered wor-
ship.  And that is OK!!  
We will continue to live 
stream our services and 
post weekly liturgy 
(bulletins) online.  I have 
begun posting weekly 
children’s bulletins as 

well.  Look for them in 
the weekly eNews and 
also on Facebook.  Or 
you can find these on the 
website under Get In-
volved and then News & 
Events. 

 Get to know our 
Childcare Workers:  
How would you spend a 
million dollars? 

 Ms. Ann Alcorn: Buy a 
house and truck, then save 
the rest 

 Ms. Carol Rutar: Retire 

 Ms. Kinsey Spain: I would 
give most of it to charity 
and possibly start my own 
business. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE 

As the length of time of un-
employment continues to 
grow, we expect Cornerstone 
families may begin to experi-
ence real concerns about 
making ends meet.  Corner-
stone has a Deacons Fund for 
that very purpose.  The Dea-
cons Fund was established to 

help Cornerstone mem-
bers.  It has been used for 
direct financial assistance and 
also to cover expenses when 
Cornerstone members pro-
vide service to members in 
other ways.   
 

If you need help, including 
financial assistance, please do 
not hesitate to contact Jeremy 
Smith.  He is the contact per-
son for the Deacons Fund.   

Our Deacons’ 
Fund is here to 

help, if you need 
assistance. 

Even young children can 
wear masks. 
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DEALING WITH FEAR IN A CRISIS (PART 2) 

until the generation that re-
belled dies in the desert and a 
new generation arises that 
will obey.  
 

Then the people cried and 
said, “We were wrong. Now 
we will go and fight them.” 
But because the Lord said they 
will not enter the land, Israel 
went anyway and they were 
soundly defeated. Why? … 
They were following their 
own way. They were doing 
what they thought would 
make them safe and secure 
rather than trusting in and 
obeying the Word of the 
Lord. They were finally will-
ing to go but they went with 
the same old self-serving and 
self-protecting mentality.  
 

Surely if the Lord says “Go 
and do”, we should go and do. 
But the Lord our God is not 
just in the going and doing but 
in the going and doing with a 
heart fully committed to Him. 
After 40 years, that new gen-
eration stood on the door 
steps to Canaan as their fa-
thers and mothers had done. 
However they stood there 
with different hearts and 
minds. They stood there with 
hearts and minds fully com-
mitted to following the Lord. 
The land was still abundant 
and the people still large, 
fortified, and willing to put 
up a fight. The difference was 
in their attitudes. Nothing 
else had changed. 
 

So if I fully trust the Lord and 
go and do in faith that God is 
my Lord and Savior, I will 
have success? That depends on 
what you mean by success. If 
you mean that God’s Will will 

be done in God’s way and in 
God’s time and it will always 
accomplish His goals and 
plans … then yes! If you 
mean I will have earthly suc-
cess, that my plans will work 
out, that I will be happy and 
prosperous and safe … then 
sometimes, but not always. 
Read Matt 10:16-39 and He-
brews 11: 32-40. Look at the 
life of Jeremiah, the life of 
David on the run from Saul, 
the life of Joseph in Egypt, the 
life of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
The big question is: Do I 
want my plans to work 
out the way I want them 
to or am I fully submitted 
to the Lord’s work in the 
Lord’s way? 
 

But I am not “Gideon” or the 
Nation of Israel. I’m just 
small, insignificant, un-
trained, and unprepared me. 
The good news and the trou-
bling news for some of us is 
that those are the kinds of 
people God chooses to do His 
will and build His kingdom. 
Look at Deuteronomy 7:7,8 
and read what the Lord says 
are the reasons He chose Isra-
el to be His people.  When 
Ester objected, for real rea-
sons, to going into the king to 
save God’s people read what 
Mordecai said to Ester in Es-
ter 4:4-14. In 1 Corinthians 
1:26-31 Paul tells us the Lord 
chooses the weak, those the 
world calls foolish, unwise, 
base, and despised. Why? … 
“so that man may not boast 
before the Lord.”  
 

For today in this crisis at this 
time and in this culture you 

(Continued on page 6) 

BY SAM DOWNING 
 

In my last article in the May 
newsletter we raised the ques-
tion of how are we, as follow-
ers of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
deal with the fear that occurs 
with a crisis such as COVID-
19? Looking at Gideon in the 
Bible we observed his transfor-
mation from a scared, timid, 
self-protecting farmer in the 
midst of a crisis to the defeater 
of the armies of Midian and the 
champion of Israel: A seeming-
ly impossible feat with only 
300 men against the 130,000 
man armies of Midian.  
 

We pointed out that the trans-
formation of Gideon, the 
scared farmer to “Gideon” the 
champion of Israel, happened 
when Gideon had a change of 
heart that resulted from a 
change of mind (Judges 7:9-
15). When Gideon really un-
derstood that the Lord was 
with him, he acted in faith on 
that understanding and not on 
his usual self protecting ways, 
and the Lord granted him and 
Israel a great victory. 
 

Contrast that with the children 
of Israel when they approached 
the promised land, and Moses 
sent out spies to survey the 
land ahead in Numbers 14. The 
Lord had been demonstrating 
His great power, provision, 
and protection over the nation 
of Israel all along the way. But 
when the spies came back with 
a report that indeed the land is 
abundant but the people are 
large, fortified, and will put up 
a fight, the Israelites became 
afraid and complained bitterly. 
Consequently the Lord said 
they will not enter the land 

The story of Gideom 
reminds us that when 

God calls, he also 
equips. 

“SURELY IF THE 

LORD SAYS ‘GO 

AND DO’, WE 

SHOULD GO AND 

DO.” 
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So, we had a good quality 
family time together: playing 
tennis, soccer and volleyball 
almost every evening. We had 
a family home Bible studies, 
reading 1st Samuel, discussing 
the lives of Samuel, Eli, Saul, 
and David and their kids. We 
talked about obedience and 
how walk with God. We did 
several online projects with 
Ned and Ab.  
 

The first one, we mentioned 
about in one of our previous 
letters, both Ned and Ab had 
been teaching English online 
to kids in Kazakhstan every 
day for two months. Through 
this project they learned how 
to initiate and build relation-
ships, it helped them to take 
responsibility, and work hard 
to prepare every lesson, an-
swer questions. It was price-
less experience for them. 
 

The second project was about 
how to share the Gospel virtu-
ally. Actually, it was up to 
them how they wanted to 
present the Gospel. What was 
the most important for Aliya 
and me is to let them practice 
their abilities and skills to 
share the Gospel.  
 

Let us share with you Ab's 
short presentation of the Gos-
pel boxes. For your infor-
mation: Ab did everything by 
himself: recording, video edit-
ing and uploading to Youtube. 
He recorded in English and 
Russian languages. There is a 
link of his video in English - 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=egf3dbUNYjk. 

Please let us know if you want 
to see his video in Russian. 
Unfortunately, by this time 
Ned has not finish his project 
yet. Hopefully, we will share 
with it in our next letter.   

By AIDAR YERMEKBAYEV 
 

For the last several months, 
it's been a challenging time for 
all of us.  Pandemic has im-
pacted our lives. For all of us, 
life has changed a lot, we all 
lost the usual communication 
with many people. Though 
the situation with COVID 
step by step is getting better, 
life still didn't fully go back to 
normal yet as it used to be. 
Many people still don't feel 
secure to meet in person.  
 

Nevertheless, last several 
months Aliya and I had a great 
time with our kids. We want-
ed to teach them that when 
one door closes, another door 
opens. When we dwell on 
one specific thing or oppor-
tunity, then we can miss all of 
the other avenues, options, 
and opportunities that exist. 
 

 

Yermekbayevs will be returning to Kazakhstan 

NEWS FROM BRIDGES 

and other physical needs. It 
has been great to be able to 
help deliver these things to 
people in need and hear the 
gratitude they are expressing 
to God and His people. 
 

Of course, we praise God for 
a Muslim girl name Fatima 
(name changed) who came to 
Christ recently. Fatima is 
growing in her new faith. She 
loves to read and study the 
Bible with our female Bridges 
staff. Also, we were able to 
connect her to another ma-
ture believer who came from 
a Muslim background  in the 
Middle East. 

Lastly, we all are adjusting to 
the ministry online with our 
Bible studies via Zoom and 
Skype. Obviously, it has chal-
lenges, but also advantages. 
We’ve had students join us 
who went back home or 
friends of our students back 
home. We are grateful to the 
Lord for the technology we 
can use to continue sharing 
the Good News with the lost.  
 
We thank you once again for 
your continuous partnership 
and prayers. 
 

Daka and Heather  

Dyussekov 

Here are some excerpts from Da-
ka’s latest letter: 
Hope you all are staying safe 
and healthy in the midst of 
this crazy pandemic. It has 
been a joy to serve interna-
tional students during this 
time of increased stress and 
need. Many have lost campus 
jobs and support from abroad 
in addition to facing the 
stress and anxiety connected 
to living in the midst of a pan-
demic while far from home. 
 

Many local churches and indi-
viduals have stepped up to 
provide face masks, 
groceries, funding for rent, 

Please join us in praying 
for these: 
1, for our new ministry 
in Almaty Kazakhstan, 
for God's leading in the 
preparation. We will 
head back to our home 
country on August 10th. 
 

2. for the spiritual 
growth and walk with 
God for those we have 
worked with in the US 
 

3. for the spiritual and 
academic development 
of our kids. 

To see Ab’s presentation of 
the gospel, go to this link: 

www.youtube.com/ 
watch?

v=egf3dbUNYjk.  

Prayer requests and 
praises: 
• Praise God for Fatima 
and her salvation. 
 

• Pray for her as she 
grows in her faith to 
have an impact on other 
Muslim women who are 
searching for the Truth. 
 

• Pray for all the stu-
dents who we were able 
to help. Pray for those 
who don’t know the 
Lord yet to come to 
know Him especially 
now when there is so 
much fear and uncertain-
ty in the world. 
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However, because we are 
fallen sinful people, and we 
live in a fallen sinful world, 
fear easily becomes distorted. 
To live in fear and to live a 
fearful life is contrary to 
God’s will for us. To be afraid 
is normal. To act in fear is 
normal if the fear is legitimate 
and if my actions are con-
sistent with the level of dan-
ger. If a rabid raccoon is 
trapped in my garage I had 
better listen to my legitimate 
fear and plan my solution to 
this problem in that wisdom. 
However, if I tear down my 
garage so no raccoons can 
ever get into it again, that 
response to my fear of rabid 
raccoons is probably too 
much. If I spend months of 
sleepless nights searching the 
perimeter of my house to 
make sure no rabid raccoons 
can get in, then my fear is 
probably too much and has 
begun to control me. That 
would certainly be an indica-
tion that I am not trusting in 
God’s care and protection.  
 

So how do I act when I am 
afraid without leaving my 
trust and faith in the Lord 

God behind? How do I be 
“Gideon” here? How do I act 
like “Gideon” in this COVID-
19 crisis? 
 

1) You have to 
acknowledge your feel-
ings. Don’t deny, ignore, 
down-play, or hide from 
them. Your feelings are real, 
and they are yours, so own 
them. Face reality and admit 
to yourself exactly what you 
are feeling. Better yet, admit 
your feeling to your spouse or 
a trusted friend or pastor.  
 

There is something refreshing 
and healing about talking 
about what you are feeling 
with someone you trust. You 
may be labeling the fear you 
are experiencing as alarm, 
anxiety, apprehension, cau-
tion, desperation, dread, vul-
nerable, nervousness, pan-
icky, paralyzed, restless, 
scared, suspicious, terrified, 
threatened or trapped. All the 
feelings just listed boil down 
to fear.  
 

2) Feelings come from 
thoughts and not the oth-
er way around. So the next 

(Continued on page 7) 

are Gideon. I am Gideon. 
The question is are we 
going to be timid,  self-
centered, hiding Gideon 
or “Gideon” (fully trust-
ing, fully committed, ful-
ly following the Lord 
Gideon) as we go and do 
His will? 
 

Ok, say I want to be 
“Gideon” (God’s man or 
God’s women for this crisis at 
this time in this culture) or 
the second generation of the 
Nation of Israel fully commit-
ted in action, heart, and mind 
to the Lord. It is the testimo-
ny of most of Scripture that 
the Lord calls His people to 
unfamiliar, scary and some-
times dangerous places. How 
do I handle my fears and still 
be “Gideon”? 
 

Remember, fear is a normal 
response to danger or the real 
threat to my person or prop-
erty of others. It is a warning 
sign that something is wrong 
and needs to be dealt with. It 
was created in us by the crea-
tor for our good. So to be 
afraid is not sinful or wrong.  

(Continued from page 4) 

FEAR: BE A GIDEON 

Hunter Dade graduated from Cinco 
Ranch High School, where he was an 
Academic All-American 
and Academic All-State football 
player. He was selected by his teach-
ers and coaches to serve as a delegate 
to Texas Boys' State in 2019.   
 

A future Ragin' Cajun,  Hunter will 
attend the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette in the fall studying Civil 
Engineering.  
Go Cajuns!!! 

Elijah Cassady graduated this 
year from Taylor High 
School in Katy.   
 

His future plans are to pur-
sue his education at the  
University of Houston,  
majoring in Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering.  He 
would like to work and con-
tribute to the national effort 
of space exploration. 

OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

“...FEAR IS A NOR-

MAL RESPONSE 

TO DANGER OR 

THE REAL 

THREAT TO MY 

PERSON OR 

PROPERTY…”  

If you are feeling anx-
ious, find a trusted 

friend or family mem-
ber to tell about it. 



  

as: (a) What is the evidence 
that shows my understanding 
of this situation is accurate? (b) 
Is there another way of looking 
at this?  (c) What would be so 
bad if my initial understanding 
proved to be accurate? (d) 
How can I change my under-
standing, after weighing up all 
evidence, to make it less dis-
tressing? (e) What alternative 
way of thinking/believing do I 
find in the Word of God? 
What Biblical truth is there to 
challenge/replace my fearful 
thoughts?  
 

Here are some suggested Bibli-
cal truths to start with: 
God’s presence is always with 
us regardless of the situation. 
Isa 41:10,13; Josh 1:9; Psa 
73:23,24; Isa 43:1-2; Haggai 
2:4; Hebrews 13:5 
God is our defense. Psa 61:1-
4; Romans 8:31-21; Psa 27:1-
3; Psa 91:4 
Focus on what is real and true. 
Focus on what God says in His 
word. Psa 34:41; Psa 33:13-
14, 18-19; Phil 4:8-9 
Your past and your future are 
no cause for fear. Isa 43:18-
19; Jer 29:11; Prov 3:5-6 
Trust God to provide. Matt 
6:31-34; Phil 4:19 
Trust God even/especially 
when you don’t understand 
what’s happening. Habakkuk 
3:16-19 
 

4) Identify actions, con-
cerning fear, that are con-
sistent with the truth of 
the Word of God. When 
you find yourself in fear, take 
those actions that are con-
sistent with the truth of God’s 
Word and not what your fear 
would normally dictate you to 
do. Don’t follow your feelings 

regardless of how strong they 
are if they are leading you con-
trary to God’s Word. Don’t 
ignore your feelings. They are 
there to inform and warn you. 
Listen to what they are telling 
you but don’t let them rule. 
Your feelings are not the lord 
of your life. 
 

Please understand me clearly 
here. What I am outlining is 
not easy or simple or quick to 
do. Real change never is. But 
nobody, except someone who 
is distorting the Word of God, 
would tell you that dying to 
self and living to righteousness, 
or following Romans 12:1-2 or 
Matt 5-7 are even remotely 
simple, quick and easy. It is 
hard and arduous and difficult. 
Praise God we have His prom-
ise that He will complete His 
work in us (Phil 1:6), that He 
is always with us and will nev-
er leave us (Matt 28:19-20), 
that we have His Word to fol-
low (2 Tim 3:16-17) and the 
Holy Spirit to guide us (John 
14:16,26).  
 

So, roll up your sleeves, trust 
the Lord fully, commit your 
way to Him completely, listen 
to Him when He speaks, fol-
low Him where He leads, be 
persistent, and be patient with 
yourself. The Christian life is a 
marathon, not a sprint. 
 

As always if you have questions 
of concerns about anything in 
this article, please seek out 
Pastor Carter or Pastor White, 
any member of Session, or one 
of our lay counselors (Sam 
Downing, Jeff Magee, or Eve-
lyn Saugier). 
 

step is to identify what 
thoughts you are having that 
produced the fear. Here are a 
few examples of thoughts 
about COVID-19 that could 
have produced your fear: 
 I could get sick. I might die. 

I don’t want to suffer or 
die.  

 

My family/loved ones 
could get sick and suffer or 
die. I will be useless, 
worthless, incompetent, a 
liability, a failure. 
 

This is beyond my control. 
I could lose my job. If that 
happened I could lose my 
home. The economy could 
collapse. There could be 
chaos in the streets. 
 

The “bad” political party 
could wrestle power. That 
would destroy the nation/
our society. 
 

While those are just a few of 
the possible automatic 
thoughts that are producing 
your fear, all automatic 
thoughts are usually hidden 
from conscious view. So take 
some time and relax in a quiet 
place. Pull up your fear and 
hear what you are saying to 
yourself. Write down what 
you discover. You may find 
that this is harder than it 
seems, so be patient with your-
self and persist. Once you have 
a good list of the main 
thoughts, read the list to your-
self (out loud if possible). 
 

3) Challenge those 
thoughts. They may be legiti-
mate or you may find that 
some or most of them are ille-
gitimate. Ask such questions 

(Continued from page 6) 
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FEAR: BIBLICAL WAYS TO OVERCOME IT 

There are many 
verses in the Bible 
that speak to our 

specific fears. 

“[FEELINGS} ARE 

THERE TO INFORM 

AND WARN YOU. 

LISTEN TO WHAT 

THEY ARE TELLING 

YOU BUT DON’T 

LET THEM RULE.“ 
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Listening Skills 
Kids long to be heard. When 
a dad truly listens, a child 
suddenly feels important and 
loved. Listening not only 
gives you connection, but also 
insight into what may be go-
ing on inside your child. If 
you combine this skill with 
the skill of observation, your 
kids may even think you can 
read minds! 
 

Many kids (even teens) really 
do want to talk. Listening 
shows that you care about the 
person who is talking. Your 
son or daughter will feel safe 
sharing their emotions with 
you because they know they 
will be heard. They long for 
their dads to know them, and 
this skill will demonstrate that 
you are paying attention. 
 

Teaching Skills 
The three superpowers above 
will help unlock this one. 
Whether you know it or not, 
you have a lot to offer in this 
area. Perhaps you can teach 
life skills. Or you might be 
able to teach sports, cooking, 
gardening, or building. Every 
dad can (and should) teach 
kids something about rela-
tionships and sex so that they 
learn strong values as they 
grow. The key to teaching 
anything is that it works best 
when you have a strong rela-
tionship with your kids. 
 

Teaching also requires other 
superpowers such as: love, 
respect, adaptability, bounda-
ries, gratitude, forgiveness, 
and intentionality. These su-
perpowers foster humility, 
patience, compassion, empa-

thy and flexibility. You have a 
lot to teach your kids, but 
also have a lot to learn in or-
der to create the bridges nec-
essary to getting the message 
across. 
 

Strength Skills 
Every dad brings a lot of 
unique strengths they can 
share with their kids. You 
don’t have to be the strong-
est, tallest, or most hip dad 
out there in order to contrib-
ute to their growth. Save 
yourself trouble and don’t 
compare yourself to other 
dads. God purposefully put 
you in your kids’ lives. He 
knew that you were the per-
fect dad for them and that you 
had a lot of strength to share 
with your kids. 
 

One asset that will take your 
child far in life is learning to 
express emotion in healthy 
ways. Another huge strength 
is optimism. Learn it. Devel-
op it. When you bring 
“Vitamin O” to your family 
you bring mental and emo-
tional power. 
 

Strengths can be physical, 
too. Dads wrestling and 
rough housing with their chil-
dren, going on bike rides, 
playing sports, or working 
out with their kids— these 
activities all provide excellent 
lessons and benefits to kids. 
What activities can you think 
of to share with your kids? 
 

Dads, your superpowers 
are waiting to be un-
leashed. Develop these and 
you will help your family 
thrive. Your family will love 
it, and you will too! 

to build things on YouTube? 
You could make an epic 
homemade slip ‘n’ slide in the 
backyard or plant a garden. 
I can still remember the su-
perhero strength I felt as my 
two young children helped 
me build our first playset.... 
My son, now sixteen, re-
members that day and loves 
looking at pictures of the 
playset we built together.  
 

This summer, my daughter lit 
up at the suggestion of creat-
ing a customized slip ‘n’ slide 
in our backyard. We are 
looking forward to building 
one together this summer. 
Not all dads feel confident 
physically building things, but 
every dad can develop verbal 
building skills. Our families 
are fueled by our encouraging 
words and destroyed by criti-
cal and negative ones. Words 
that build our kids up are said 
through a lens of love, even if 
they are words of correction 
and redirection. 
 

You can say, text, or write a 
message of inspiration to your 
kids. For instance, you might 
use a chalk marker to write 
some uplifting words on their 
mirror – which can be a place 
where many devastating lies 
crop up. Or create 
a contributor journal for  
everyone in your family 
where you can jot notes or 
Bible verses. Most kids love it 
when their dad stops to look 
into their eyes and say genu-
ine words of love and encour-
agement. This superpower 
can fuel their hearts. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

FATHERHOOD: INVOLVEMENT IS IMPORTANT 

“EVERY DAD CAN 

(AND SHOULD) 

TEACH KIDS SOME-

THING ABOUT RE-

LATIONSHIPS AND 

SEX SO THAT 

THEY LEARN 

STRONG VALUES 

AS THEY GROW . ” 

Listening when your 
children talk is an 
important skill. 
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SET FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 12 

church’s by-laws which 
prohibit absentee attend-
ance and  voting. 
 

The members of this com-
mittee will nominate two 
candidates for Elder and 
two for Deacon.  The elec-
tion will be held in the fall.  
Members who wish to join 
the meeting from home are 
asked to keep their 

The Session has called a 
Congregational Meeting 
for Sunday, July 12, fol-
lowing worship, to elect 
two members to the Of-
ficer Nominating Com-
mittee.  They will join 
Session representatives 
Ben Colston and Don 
Russell. The first order of 
business will be to tempo-
rarily suspend the 

YouTube connection open 
and indicate their presence 
in the Chat section of their 
screen.  You will be able to 
nominate and vote from 
there. 
 

Anyone who is a member 
of Cornerstone may serve 
on the committee, but 
committee members are 
not eligible for nomina-
tion. 

Mercer Sanger    2 

Don Russell    3 

Sandy Nesbit    5 

Joe Radler    6 

Evi Colston    8 

Adika Colston  10 

Aaron Nesbit  13 

Jack Shumate  16 

Mark Williams 16 

Colton Nesbit  17 

Stephanie Dade 18 

Evie Shumate  18 

Sol Shumate  18 

Haylee Nesbit  19 

Susie Kolesar  21 

Fiona Call  21 

Joey Radler  22 

Jim Kolesar  29 

Maryann Carl  30 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !  

IN JULY Please email the church  
office at  

info@CornerstoneKaty.org 
to request a visit. 


