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Renewing our families, our communities, and our world by bringing faith and life together in Christ.

LIVING SACRIFICES AND CREATURE COMFORTS
BY CARTER SANGER
I appeal to you therefore,
brothers, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of
God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

(Romans 12:1–2)
These verses from Paul’s
letter to the Romans come
as he wraps up eleven chapters expounding the gospel.
In particular, Paul lays out
what many have called the

road to salvation. In a nutshell, he describes how every person inherits the guilt
of Adam’s original sin as
well as incurs his own guilt
from his own sin. We all
deserve the wrath of God.
And yet, those who God
calls are saved from this
wrath by the work of
Christ. The righteous requirements of the law were
met in Christ who willingly
imputes this righteousness
to those with faith to believe. His death means the
death penalty has been
served for those who live by
faith. And this faith is a result of God’s election and
calling. It’s a moving display

EASTER ACTIVITIES PLANNED
Several special events are
planned for the Easter season.
Palm Sunday, March 28
The children of Cornerstone will sing a special song
during the worship service.
Maundy Thursday,
April 1
We will observe the Last
Supper that Jesus shared

with his disciples on Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 4
Celebrate Christ’s rising
from the dead this morning!
There will be no Sunday
morning classes. But following worship, there will
be an Egg Hunt for children
through 5th grade. Contact
Carol Kutzer if you can
help.

of the depth of God’s great
love for those who believe.
Here, at the beginning of
chapters 12, Paul makes his
great appeal. If you have
been saved, then you are
called to action. And it is no
small action. You are called
to present yourself a living
sacrifice.
I think we forget that as we
swim in a culture that idolizes comfort. You are called
to go against the current.
You are not called to creature comforts and safe living. You are called to be a
sacrifice. In Paul’s words
you are to “not be conformed to this world.”
(Continued on page 6)

S PECIAL

POIN TS OF

INTEREST :

 Installation lunch for Jonathan Shumate is still scheduled for Sunday, April 18,
following worship.
 The Session and Deacons
did not meet in March.
 Chairs in the sanctuary will
be returned to their normal position beginning at
Easter. The Patio and
Fellowship Hall will still
be available.
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C HILDREN M INISTRY H IGHLIGHTS
BY CAROL KUTZER



NEEDED

And the winner is:
The winner of March’s
Jelly Bean Challenge is
Calvin! His guess of 500
was the closest to the
number of jelly beans in
the jar (570). Congratulations, Mr. Calvin! He
will receive all the candy
in the jar.
Be sure to submit your
guess for April’s Miscellaneous Candy Game.
And be sure to write

clearly and include
your FIRST & LAST
names. To encourage
our kids to read the
Frontlines newsletter,
winners must ask Mrs.
Kutzer for their prize.



Easter Egg Hunt: On
Easter morning, following worship service there
will be an Egg Hunt for
our toddlers through 5th
grade students. We will
have separate areas for
younger kids and older
kids. All children inter-

ested in participating
should gather in the back
of the sanctuary and
await instructions. Parents, I could use some
help organizing the kids
in the back of the Sanctuary. Youth, I will need
help hiding the eggs.



VBS 2021: Mark your
calendars for Monday –
Thursday, June 14 – 17.
For more information see
the article in this month’s
newsletter.

PRESBYTERY WILL MEET ON APRIL 23-24
The Presbytery of the Gulf
South will meet at Westminster church in Gulfport, Mississippi, on April 23-24. The
business of the Presbytery has
been conducted both by those
in attendance at the meeting
and by those “attending” on
line.

Among the business to be
conducted will be a report
from Maarten Dullaert from
City of Refuge. He has been
developing software materials
to help churches work with
each other.
A church near Galveston is
looking to become the newest

member of the EPC. A committee was appointed to visit
them.

Italo Furieri has accepted a
call from a PCA church in
Harlingen, Texas, and will be
transferring his membership.
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BLOOD DRIVE AT CORNERSTONE
BY KEEGHAN GOURLAY
Hello Cornerstone! My name
is Keeghan Gourlay, and I am
organizing the Spring Blood
Drive. Donating blood is especially important right now,
and every donation matters.
Hospitals lost 3000 donations
in the winter freeze, but you
can change that!
We will be partnering with
Gulf Coast Regional Blood
Center to host the drive. It
will be on Sunday, May 2, in

the Education Building from
1:30 to 4:45 p.m.
You must be 17 years or older to donate, but 16-year-olds
can donate with parental consent. You can learn more
about eligibility requirements
at the Gulf Coast website: https:www.giveblood.org
/donate/check-eligibility/.
For those who can’t donate,
there is an opportunity to win
a gift bag for bringing donors!

You can sign-up to donate
online here: https://

www.commitforlife.org/
donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/334208
Or by emailing me
at keeghangourlay@gmail.co
m. I will also be outside before and after service in the
few weeks beforehand to sign
you up.
Please feel free to contact me
with any questions and I hope
you will join us in saving
lives!

A Blood Drive is
scheduled to be
held at
Cornerstone on
Sunday, May 2,
1:30-4:45 p.m.
Sign up now!

APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
BY CAROL KUTZER
In light of April being Child
Abuse Prevention Month, I
am encouraging our volunteers to view the newly updated Child Abuse Prevention
training videos. According to
Protect My Ministry, the video producers, they took feedback from over the 10 years
the previous version was used
in combination with their
knowledge of the topic, industry, and ministries. Then
their team worked to put

together an updated platform
built on modern technology,
rewrote the script, updated
questions, recorded a new
voiceover, and added custom
hand-drawn animations to
keep it engaging.
Prior to Covid-19, I tried to
offer Volunteer Workshops at
least twice a year to keep our
volunteers up to date on our
current policies. This workshop included viewing these
videos. Until people are
more comfortable gathering, I

do not plan to host a workshop. Therefore, I highly
encourage our volunteers to
take the time to view these
updated videos. Please contact Carol at
info@CornerstoneKaty.org or
281-579-1080 to sign up to
view them. Please note, this
will require you to go
through a background check.
However, this will not require new paperwork, unless
you are not a current volunteer.

Welcome to
Noelle Maria Shumate!
She was born March 10.
Congratulations to her
parents,
Jonathan and Kathleen,
and
her brothers and sisters.

P AGE 4

PICTURES FROM THE YOUTH EVENTS
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CORNERSTONE YOUTH CORNER
BY MAY GOURLAY
Many of you may know that
Cornerstone has a new Associate Pastor, Jonathan Shumate. But do you know that
Jonathan is also heading up
our Junior High/High School
youth ministry?
On Sunday mornings for Sunday School, our JH/HS students meet together for a
short introduction to a topic
before splitting into group
discussions. Jonathan leads
the HS, and Ben Colston leads
the JH.
For additional fun time, Jonathan also planned monthly
outings for the kids to enjoy
and bond. Back in November,
there was rock climbing.

Talk about trust in your partners! In December, during a
White Elephant gift exchange, someone received a
prized roll of toilet paper!
The Bible Taboos Game may
still be around comes next
December. Our youth joined
the youth from Christ Church
PCA in January for an outdoor evening of bonfire and
s’mores.
Then there was the exciting
high energy evening of
Among Us played in person at
Cornerstone where kids ate
pizza and ice cream, solved
puzzles and found the impostors! Definitely a highlight so
far! And finally in March,
there was a movie night on
the Patio with Princess Bride

(a classic choice with many
memorable lines) and yummy
snacks.
So, JH/HS youths, come!!
Sunday School is at the Den
(outside of Pastor Sanger’s
office), 9:00 am. Get in touch
with Jonathan Shumate
(jshumate214@gmail.com)
to get on the distribution list
so he can notify you of the
next “don’t miss out” event.

Don’t miss any of the
exciting activities
planned for our Junior
High/High School
crowd.

Thank you, Jonathan, for all
your work, and to Kathleen
for sharing him with us, especially during this time with
Noelle’s arrival.
(Look for pictures from these
events on opposite page.)

W HAT IS REFORMED T HEOLOGY ?
You’ve heard of Reformed
Theology, but you’re not
certain what it is. Some references to it have been positive, some negative. It appears to be important, and
you’d like to know more
about it. And you want a full
explanation, not a simplistic
one.
Few evangelical Christians
today understand Reformed
Theology. They know it has
something to do with predestination, and they may have
heard of “the five points”. But

they can’t name these points,
and they think no one believes most of them anymore.
Dr. R.C. Sproul says there’s
more to Reformed Theology
than these five points. Reformed Theology reveals just
how awesome the grace of
God is.
Come Sunday mornings
at 9:15 to learn more
about it and to investigate the Biblical basis of
Reformed Theology. The
class is led by Jonathan Tucker and Mifflin Dove.

The class will cover many
aspects of this important topic
and will continue through the
end of May.
To get a preview of what will
be covered, use your Bible,
or look on-line for “What is
Reformed Theology” at Ligonier.org or Monergism.com
(which gives an overview of
Reformed Theology).

Sunday morning are a
good time to learn
about Reformed
Theology.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WILL BE JUNE 14-17
BY CAROL KUTZER
The VBS Planning Team is on
track (pun intended) for a successful VBS this June.

Lots of help will be
needed for VBS.
Get on board!

Since last month’s newsletter
article, we can now confirm
the following:
 We opted for a 4-day program, and the dates will
be Monday – Thursday,
June 14 – 17, 8:45
a.m. – 12:00ish.
 We will host an evening
celebration on Thursday,
June 17 at 6:30 p.m.
 We will not be able to do
a bilingual VBS this summer.
 We have quite a few of
the most important roles
filled. However, we still
need adult leaders for the
PK/K and 4th/5th grade
classes.
Adult classroom leaders
will not be responsible for





lessons. Their main role
is getting their class to
each of the rotations and
playing Bible memory
games with them.
We need lots of teenagers to help with recreation and crafts. If you are
interested, please let me
know.
Our next meeting is
Monday, April 5, at 7:00
p.m. Feel free to join us.
Attending does not obligate you to anything.
Come learn more about
VBS and add to the enthusiasm.

In the coming months we will
have more information available so stay tuned. Until then,
will you join us in this prayer
this month?

“Lord, thank you for our volunteers and their willingness to
serve. Give them energy,

strength, and excitement as
they get ready to pour into the
kids. Allow them the opportunity to go deeper with the
kids and find the boldness to
share Your love with all they
encounter. Let Your Holy Spirit guide their words, thoughts,
and actions throughout the
week. We pray that they will
connect with their position and
their kids, and we thank You
for the opportunity to serve
Your Kingdom.”
Want to be part of the action?
Contact Carol at
info@CornerstoneKaty.org or
281-579-1080. Or you can
visit: https://signup.com/
go/GCzZqnE (or use the QR
code at left) and select VBS
2021. This list will be updated frequently so check back
often.

LIVING SACRIFICES…. (CONT’D)
(Continued from page 1)

“T HAT MEANS
THAT WE DON ’ T
CHECK PIECES
OF WHAT WE
BELIEVE AND
PIECES OF WHO
WE ARE AT THE
DOOR WHEN
WE ENGAGE
WITH G OD ….”

The only way you can resist
the current of culture is to be
anchored to something stronger. That, of course, is Christ
through the gospel. To be anchored to Christ means more
than resisting the current of
culture. It means to be transformed into a person that reflects Christ. That starts with
the renewal of the mind.
Practically speaking, this
means learning to think about
your work, your family, your
politics, and everything else

from Christ’s perspective.
You are a living sacrifice. You
are to sacrifice your pursuits
and your politics to gospel
living. There is no realm of
life that is to be left untouched.
That means that we don’t
check pieces of what we believe and pieces of who we
are at the door when we engage with God, nor do we
check them at the door to the
church. The Church is built
by the Lord (Mathew 16:18)
to be the temple of the Holy

Spirit (1 Peter 2:5). It is filled
with people who have been
gifted to serve together so
that the church is built up. It
is for you just as it is of you.
So we can’t avoid talking
about the hard topics, including politics. But as we do, we
must do so with humility and
with the intent of building
each other up in the Lord.
Carter

THANKFUL IS AN UNDERSTATEMENT
BY NATHAN COTTON

W ORK D AY PLANNED
S ATURDAY , M ARCH 27
Our campus is needing to be spruced up
in time for Easter.
Bring your tools and
a willingness to work
and join us on Saturday, March 27. We
will begin at 9:00
a.m. and hopefully
be done by noon.

There are lots of
weeds that need to be
pulled, so even the
kids can help!
Contact Mark Williams for more information.

1351 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org
On the Web @
www.cornerstonekaty.org
Seeking to renew our families,
our communities, and our world
by bringing faith and life
together in Christ.

Countless stories are
bound up in the past 3
years since Haven's
official launch day on
Palm Sunday 2018, and
God's faithfulness and
provision have been at
the forefront. How
many church plants get
to say they got to see
God's faithful provision
through multiple natural disasters, a global
pandemic, and sheer
exhaustion of bandwidth? It's clear God's
purpose in it all is to
show that His plans
always come to pass
and that He is going to
receive all the credit.
Amen and amen.

Stories of God using the
people of Haven to
reach the least, the lost,
and the left behind in
Katy, Texas. Stories of
people growing in freedom towards wholeness
in Christ. Stories of new
covenants formed and
loved ones passing on to
glory.
Our hearts are full as we
look back of the wonderful mysteries that
God has allowed us to
be a part of in the building of His kingdom and
we look forward to the
amazing and ever changing adventure that God
has planned for the community at Haven Presbyterian Church, and we
trust that it will be for

our good and His glory.
We want to thank
everyone who, over
the last 3+ years,
have prayed, contributed, encouraged, mentored, and
so much more for
our community.
From the bottom of
our hearts we want
you to know that
your efforts and quiet workings have not
been in vain, and
God has blessed your
works ten fold.
We hope you'll join us
for a time of celebration
on the Patio immediately
following the service at
4:30 p.m. this Sunday.
Dinner will be provided.

