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Renewing our families, our communities, and our world by bringing faith and life together in Christ.

IS YOUR HOME A SAFE PLACE?
BY CARTER SANGER
By this title I don’t mean,
have you child-proofed your
place, as in, locked away all
dangerous items, put childproof outlet covers over
unused outlets and door
stops on cabinets that might
contain poisonous contents.
You might need to do that if
you have small children
running about. I mean, rather, is your home a safe
place for family members
and friends to process
doubts and differences of
perspective?
I want my home to be such
a place. At times, perhaps it
is. Other times, however, it
certainly is not. My children
are 24, 22, 20, and 17.

They’ve been around
church their whole lives. As
pastor’s children they had
little choice. If you ask any
of our children a question
about theology, they can
probably answer it. They
might even be able to give
you a catechism answer.
Our vision was to “train
them up in the way they
should go” so that they
might grow up to be Godloving, Jesus-following,
church-committed, ministry
-active people. Are they?
No. Was it because we did
not get the parenting formula right? Such a question
runs through the mind, but
it is a bad question.

Our children aren’t made of
cookie dough. That doesn’t
mean that seeking to be
faithful to “train them up in
the way they should go”
isn’t important. I think it’s
essential for our faithfulness
as parents. It is our calling.
But our children are all
unique and their experiences are all unique.
There is a danger for the
Christian parent in thinking
that if you teach them “this”
they will automatically do
“that.” And if you measure
your children according to
that way of thinking, you
will inevitably feel a failure,
disparage your children, or
(Continued on page 6)

S PECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST :
 Do you know what ECHO
stands for? The answer is
in this newsletter.
 Carter and Carol will both
be taking vacations in July.
Check with them on the
dates they will be out of
the office, and don’t be
alarmed if your check is
not deposited promptly.
 There will be no Sunday
School through Labor Day.
 The Session and Deacons
will not have a meeting in
July.
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MEMBERS OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
ELECTED IN JUNE
Members of the Nominating
Committee were elected at
a Congregational Meeting
following worship on Sunday, June 13.
Barbara Smith and Jonathan
Tucker were elected to join
Ben Colston and Jim Kolesar. Ben and Jim were elected by the Session. They

will present two names for
the Session and two names
for the Diaconate.
All nominations for officers must be made
through this Nominating Committee. So if you
have someone in mind who
would be a good officer,
please communicate that to

a member of the Nominating Committee. Nominations will not be taken from
the floor.
This committee will be
working on names to present to the congregation in
the fall.
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S ESSION HIGHLIGHTS
BY TOM LOTT
・Carter reminded us, once
again, about B.L.E.S.S.
Who are we praying for?
We Begin with prayer,
Listen to them, Eat with
them, Serve them and then
Share with them.
Elizabeth Seek joined Cornerstone in June. She has been
an important part of our
music team.

Marketa Young was also
welcomed into the fellowship at Cornerstone.

・This coming Sunday’s sermon on Psalm 33 begins
with, “Shout for joy in the
Lord, you righteous! Praise
befits the upright.”
We should constantly be
focused on praising the
Lord. It is an invitation to
praise the Lord because He
is worthy of praise. He is
omnipotent. He spoke and
everything came to be.
Verse 10, in particular, is
helpful to us because of the
time we live in: “The Lord

brings the counsel of the
nations to nothing; He frustrates the plans of the peoples.”

It seems that we’re surrounded by propaganda
from all sides in our day,
and there are all kinds of
forces lining up against us.
Yet, “The counsel of the

Lord stands firm forever, the
plans of His heart to all
generations.” The battle
belongs to the Lord; He has
the victory over all principalities and powers.
・The Elders and Deacons
broke into two groups and
spent time praying for each
other.
・The Deacons will be looking at what has been done,
and still needs to be done,
regarding campus security.
・Cornerstone has been running a budget deficit the
past several months. Please
pray that God will continue
to provide for the needs of
the church; He will, but we

have to continue to present
our prayers and petitions to
Him. “In the morning, O

Lord, You hear my voice. In
the morning, I lay my requests before You and wait
in expectation.”
・Adult Bible study, or Sunday School, in the fall, will
be focused on Marriage and
Family. We will begin by
studying Tim Keller’s book
on this topic. Please pray
for Sam Downing as he
prepares.
・As always, the meeting
concluded with Shepherding and Care Group concerns and prayer.
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W HAT IS ECHO?
BY JONATHAN SHUMATE
ECHO is the name for the
Wednesday night middle
school and high school student gathering. It meets each
Wednesday night at 7:30 pm
in the gym.

Thanks Cornerstone

It's an acronym that stands
for: "Each Called, Hears and
Obeys." It's a reference to
discipleship.

By Izzie
Hey Cornerstone,
That VBS was AWSOME!
Thanks for making VBS seem real.
I actually thought I was on a really
fun train!
Again thanks for Faith, Friends,
and Family.
Bye

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
BY CAROL KUTZER



And the winner is:
The winner of June’s
Wint-O-Green Lifesavers Game is Izzy! Congratulations, Miss Izzy!
Her guess of 200 was the

closet to the actual number of Lifesavers in the
jar (230). She will receive all the candy in the
jar. Sadly, there will not
be a candy contest in
July. It will resume in
August.



Sunday Morning
Classes in Recess:
Sunday school will resume on September 12 –
the Sunday following
Labor Day. Enjoy your
summer break!

Volunteers for this year’s Vacation Bible School were “commissioned” during the worship service on Sunday, June 13.
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ROCKY RAILWAY VBS 2021 RECAP
BY CAROL KUTZER
When the Session decided we
should host VBS this summer,
no one really knew if the
community would be ready to
send their kids after a year of
COVID craziness. The answer
turned out to be YES! Of all
the phone calls and emails I
received inquiring about our
VBS only one asked about
masks…and I don’t remember if they even signed up.
Rocky Railway was the
theme for this year’s VBS.

Also of note, many of the
parents calling in mentioned
the struggles their kids are
going through: death of parents, illness, broken marriages
and parental drug use. I have
never had people mention
their struggles while registering their children. It is another sign of the havoc this past
year has wrought.
We had 93 students registered; however only 76 actually attended. But what a
wonderful bunch of kids we
had. Lots of new friends and
faces. Over the next few
weeks, please join me in praying that the seeds planted will
bear fruit.

Who was that masked
man?

Our VBS Mission Project this
year focused on our friends in
Kazakhstan. VBS Students
learned about the beauty of
Kazakhstan and the hardships
missionaries face there. The
students were asked to do
chores to raise money to donate for the Mission Project.
They raised $327.32 to help
our friends teach English and
spread the Gospel to the Kazak people.
Not only did the volunteers
show up each day at VBS, but
they also helped out with so
many of the preparations as
well. You guys are superheroes!
Thank you to the men for all
you did to reanimate the train
and other VBS decorations.
And thanks to all the volunteers who cut, glued, painted,
laminated, bagged & tagged
supplies, or spruced up the
campus. I am afraid I cannot
remember everyone who
helped. Just know the campus looked amazing and that’s
because so many people
pitched in.

Blessing to all of you. May
you enjoy a great summer.
And remember….

Jesus’ power
helps us do
hard things!
TRUST JESUS!
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...A SAFE PLACE? CONT’D
(Continued from page 1)

both. And your home loses its
sense of safety.
“There is a danger
for the Christian
parent in thinking
that if you teach
them ‘this’ they will
automatically do
‘that’.”

What I mean by safe is this:
can you, your spouse, your
children, and friends, talk
about real doubts, real struggles, real issues in a meaningful way that helps them grow?

We are trying to cultivate this
in our home, and it is our
children, their friends, and
their struggles that are teaching us what this looks like. It’s
challenging on so many levels:
1) It challenges us to listen
more and talk less. That
is so hard as a parent!
2) It challenges us to see
that everyone’s story is
different. People rarely,
if ever, follow the formula as expected.

Raising young people to
talk to us is a major
challenge.

3) It challenges our sense of
worth as parents.
4) It challenges our understanding of the culture
and the pressures people
face today, especially
young people.
We shouldn’t be surprised.
Our own story is different
from that of others. And every believers’ path has gone

through its own set of briers.
Unfortunately, there is no
shortcut.
The key isn’t so much having
the right answers in the midst
of the briers, but having a safe
place to pick out the thorns
and let the wounds heal. You
were there. Maybe you still
are. Let your home be that
place for your family and their
friends.
How?
Major in the gospel. Not
only must you understand,
intellectually, the theological
truths of the gospel, but you
must let those truths shape
your own heart. Your identity
comes not from your success
as a parent, but through your
faith in a compassionate savior. “A bruised reed he will not
break” Isaiah tells us.
Be patient. Wounds rarely
heal overnight, and they can
require much tending and/or
much time.
Ask good questions.
What’s a good question? It’s a
question that touches at the
heart of what someone is
wrestling with. The only way
to know this is to pay attention. Simple, but HARD!

Listen. You can ask the best
question in the world, but if
you haven’t cultivated the art
of listening, it won’t matter.
If there is a fear of being
judged, or lectured, then
good questions fail to produce
fruitful discussion.
Pray. Pray. Pray. Some
prayers are answered before
we even finish them. Others
may not be answered for decades, perhaps even a lifetime.
It seems like a big deal now,
but in the scheme of eternity,
a few decades is merely a
speck in time.
The story of L’abri provides
us with a helpful model for
this. It was born in the home
of Francis and Edith Schafer
when their daughter started
bringing friends home from
college. What they found was
a place of non-judgmental
hospitality and open discussions about meaning
and purpose. This is a great
place to start when it comes
to making your home a safe
place.
Is your home a safe place?
Carter

P ROJECT SCHEDULED FOR S ATURDAY , J UNE 26
BY JONATHAN SHUMATE
I have organized an ECHO
(Youth) Service Project for
Saturday, June 26, from 8:00
AM-1:30 PM. We will go and
volunteer with Agape Development. We will meet at the
church at 8:00 am, and caravan
down together.

The project is first and foremost for ECHO students and
their families, but anyone from
Cornerstone is welcome and
encouraged to serve alongside
us.

about 25 volunteers.
I would love for some of you to
come if possible.

We will be doing some cleanup
of a lot and some painting. All
told, it would be ideal to have

AGAPE DEVELOPMENT SERVES THOSE IN NEED
Our own Peter Freedman serves as Director of
Housing for Agape Development. You can read
more about what they do at
agapedevelopment.org. Our youth will be helping
to fix up homes for those in need on Saturday,
June 26.

Listening
to the community first as primary
stakeholders of their own restoration

Here are their core values:
Jesus Christ
from whom we receive power and direction

Empowering
the community for sustainability rather
than dependency

1351 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org
On the Web @
www.cornerstonekaty.org
Seeking to renew our families,
our communities, and our world
by bringing faith and life
together in Christ.

Opportunities
for individuals regardless of circumstances

Volunteers are needed
to accompany the youth
to help at Agape Development.

