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reach of shadow” then the 
hardships you face on earth, 
while hard, will never take 
away your joy. This is an 
easy concept to grasp but 
sometimes a hard to see 
how it can apply, so let me 
give some examples.  

The world changed with the 
pandemic, introducing fear 
at levels we haven’t seen. 
Your physical health is one 
of those things under threat 
as it is within reach of being 
stripped away. When this is 
your treasure, the level of 
anxiety grows exponential-
ly. The same thing can be 
said about your lifestyle. 
That too is under threat, if 
not by the pandemic, then 

(Continued on page 6) 

BY CARTER SANGER 

When Frodo and Sam were 
crossing Mordor, they were 
filled with dread. Darkness, 
stench, and danger lurked 
everywhere and an oppres-
sive future seemed all but 
certain. Frodo, the Hobbit 
who carried the burden was 
weighed down by the task. 
Sam, facing another day of 
dread, caught a glimpse of 
the sun peaking through the 
clouds, something he hadn’t 
seen for days, perhaps even 
weeks, and realized a life-
giving truth: “There is light 
and high beauty forever beyond 
the reach of shadow.” That 
truth carried him through 
the darkest challenges that 
yet lie ahead.  

It is a great truth that Tol-
kien, the author of The 
Lord of the Rings, sets be-
fore us. It is entirely Bibli-
cal. Jesus put it another 
way, 
19 “Do not lay up for your-
selves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in 
and steal, 20 but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heav-
en, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. (Matthew 6:19

–21) 

When that which you most 
treasure is “beyond the 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

 Sunday School will re-
sume after Labor Day, on 
Sunday, September 12. 

 Most Cornerstone events 
are on summer holiday 
through August. 

 The Session and Deacons 
did not meet in July. 
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young girl from Baptist 
Church. She has a servant 
heart, and we can trust her 
completely. It's very hard to 
find in Almaty an English 
teacher, who speaks English 
fluently. That's why Liliya has 
been an answer to our pray-
ers. She isn't a believer. So, 
you can pray for her. She is a 
daughter of Aidar's classmate, 
and she is only 16 years old, 
but she perfectly speaks Eng-
lish, and she is very creative 
and full of energy. Further-

Dear Cornerstone  
 Fellowship!           
We hope you are having a safe 
and great summer, full of 
different great times and 
trips. Let us share what God 
has been doing in our minis-
try through G-Force Acade-
my (English Center) in Al-
maty, Kazakhstan and other 
news.          
 

First, all praises to the Lord 
for blessing us with Yulia (our 
administrator) and Liliya (a 
new English teacher). Yulia is 

more, she is a gifted teacher 
for kids and teenagers.         
 

Secondly, we are growing. 
Despite the fact that in sum-
mer many students have gone 
on vacation and decided to 
rest, we have new students 
coming. We have both adults 
and kids. Moreover, we were 
able to build very good 
relations with some of our 
students. You can pray for 
Maral (47 years old), Nurgul 
(41), and Gulderai (40).  

(Continued on page 6) 
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marriage and family books to 
choose from for their consid-
eration.  
 

Adult education on Sunday 
morning will be going over 
Tim Keller’s book The Mean-
ing of Marriage. Copies can 
be ordered through Amazon. 
There is also a video and a 
study guide that can be pur-
chased separately or the book 
and the video/study guide can 
be purchased together. I sug-
gest you purchase the book 
and the study guide without 
the video, as we will be view-
ing the video in class. We will 
take two classes to cover each 
chapter. The chapter needs to 
be read before the first class 
covering that chapter. In class 
we will watch the video and 
discuss the reading and the 
video.  
 

Before the next class the 
Study Guide questions need 
to be completed and dis-
cussed by each couple. Singles 

can discuss their answers with 
a trusted friend or share with 
us in class. The second class 
for that chapter we will share 
and discuss our study guide 
answers and any other con-
cerns about that chapter read-
ing. Going through the book 
should take us 16 weeks. 
 

I will be leading the study, 
but I hope to have a variety of 
teachers to help us through. I 
want to be able to take ad-
vantage of the expertise and 
wisdom of which we have 
such an abundance here at 
Cornerstone. 
 

If you have suggestions of 
topics, concerns, issues, or a 
particular book of the Bible 
that you think would be a 
good idea for the adults to 
study please let me know. 
The fall is rapidly approach-
ing, and I thought this an ap-
propriate time to let everyone 
know what is being planned 
for fall and winter quarter. 

BY SAM DOWNING 
 

I wish to thank, on behalf of 
the whole congregation of 
Cornerstone, Tom Lott for 
leading us through the book 
of Daniel this past fall and 
winter quarters, and Jonathan 
Tucker and Mifflin Dove for 
their introduction to Re-
formed Theology in the 
spring. Great job brothers. 
 

This is Sam Downing, the 
elder responsible for adult 
education here at Corner-
stone. The fall is rapidly ap-
proaching, and I thought this 
an appropriate time to let 
everyone know what is being 
planned for fall and winter 
quarter.  
 

September will see a month 
long emphasis on marriage 
and family for the whole 
church. Carter has agreed to 
preach the whole month on 
that topic. Jonathan Shumate 
will lead the youth, and small 
groups will have a variety of 

WHAT ARE THE PLANS FOR ADULT EDUCATION FOR 

THE FALL? 

Welcome to 
Charles Calvin Jarvis 

born 07/13/21 at 
1:33pm  

7lbs 21in long!  

“September will see a 
month long emphasis on 

marriage and family for the 
whole church.” 
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Sunday school will  
resume on  

September 12.  

BY CAROL KUTZER 
 

 Sunday Morning 
Classes in Recess:  
Sunday school will re-
sume on September 12 – 
the Sunday following 
Labor Day.  

 

 This year, our elemen-
tary students will begin 
the last of the 6-year cur-
riculum based on the 
Gospel Storybook Bible.  
We will pick up where 
we left off in the book of 
Acts and work all the 
way through the book of 
Revelation. It should be 
an exciting year! 

 

 Recruiting Sunday 
School Teachers:  
Please prayerfully consid-
er being a teacher or as-
sistant teacher to our 
elementary students this 
school year.  It is a very 
rich and rewarding expe-

rience.  If we recruit 
enough teachers, then we 
can return to our rota-
tion schedule, thereby 
lightening the load for 
everyone.   

 

 Both teachers and assis-
tants should be Corner-
stone members and have 
gone through our CM 
Volunteer training and 
passed a background 
check. 

 

 Children’s Catechism 
Chant:  Be sure your 
kids are staying on top of 
their Catechism.  We’ve 
been using this chant put 
to music by Nathan 
Carico for almost 10 
years.  Here is a link 
where you can find it:  

https://
www.dropbox.com/s/
i8adlnnmra7rpkz/New%
20Catechism%20MIX%
202%20Moved%
20Perc.mp3?dl=0. 

 Volunteer Workshop 
September 18:  If you 
are a current volunteer 
and have not attended a 
Volunteer Workshop in 
the past three years, or 
hope to begin working 
with our children or 
youth in the near future, 
please mark your calen-
dar for Saturday, Sep-
tember 18, 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m.  Lunch will be 
provided. 

 

 We are hiring!  We 
would like to add anoth-
er person to our team of 
paid nursery staff.  If you 
know of someone who 
would like a job on Sun-
day and Thursday morn-
ings (and other occasion-
al times) please have 
them contact Carol 
Kutzer. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

There will be a Thursday morning Fall 
Bible Study for all available and interested 
women, beginning on September 16.  
 

More information on the study will be 
available next newsletter! 

THURSDAY MORNING 

STUDY PLANNED  
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red pill and his eyes will be 
opened, he will see the real 
world, but he can never go 
back to the way things were 
before. Neo chooses the red 
pill and his life is never the 
same. 
 

A world and life view, or 
worldview, is the way we 
normally understand, inter-
pret, and respond to the 
world and people around us. 
Before the red pill, Neo un-
derstood and lived in the 
world created in his brain by 
the AI machines. His world 
and life view was shaped by 
that reality and, for the most 
part, his life was consistent 
and content with that world 
and life view. But there were 
problems and inconsistencies 
that caused him to question. 
After the red pill, he adopted 
a different world and life view 
so that he understood and 
lived and acted differently 
based on that new world and 
life view.  
 

Our world and life view has 
been compared to the glasses 
we wear and see through in 
order to understand and act in 
the world. It has also been 
compared to the water a fish 
swims and lives in; the water 
is practically invisible to the 
fish but it determines every-
thing the fish does. Dr. Fran-
cis Schaeffer use to say that 
we get our world view like 
we get the flu. It’s for the 
most part an unconscious 
process. Our worldview is 
often the product of our 
parent’s views and the views 
of our family of origin, the 
culture and society we grew 

up in, our experiences in life, 
our education, our faith/
church or lack thereof and 
many other things in life. So 
everyone has a world and life 
view.  
 

Therefore worldviews are 
constantly bumping into one 
another. Because everyone’s 
life is unique, everyone’s 
worldview is in some ways 
unique. These world-view 
can be good/bad, correct/
erroneous, true to   
reality/pure fantasy, fit the 
world or be diametrically in 
opposition to it … as a whole 
or in part.   
 

Some can articulate their 
worldview but most people 
have never taken the oppor-
tunity to think them through. 
Yet everyone lives consistent 
with the world and life view 
they hold regardless of their 
articulated theological or 
philosophical creed. I can say 
I’m a follower of Christ, but 
the real test is whether I live 
the life that Christ lived in the 
everyday things I do. That is 
one reason behind our Lord’s 
statement “ by their fruits you 
shall know them…”   
(Matthew 7:15-20).  
 

Notice he did not say by their 
belief system you shall know 
them. Is our belief system 
important? You bet it is! 
However if your life does not 
reflect that belief system then 
you are just living in a theo-
logical abstraction that does 
not touch the way to truly 
believe and live. Must my life 
perfectly reflect my  

Continued on page 5 

 

BY SAM DOWNING 
 

The Bible tells us that “As he 
thinks in his heart, so is 
he.” (Proverbs 23:7). And we 
are encouraged to “…do not 
be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind that 
you may approve what is that 
good and acceptable and per-
fect will of God.”  

(Romans 12:2). 
 

In the movie “The Matrix” 
humans have lost the war 
between themselves and the 
AI machines they created. 
Consequently mankind is 
enslaved in capsules and har-
vested for their energy. 
Probes are placed at the base 
of human’s skulls and electri-
cal impulses create in the en-
capsulated humans an alter-
nate reality in their brains i.e. 
the Matrix.  
 

While they are kept in small 
watery bladders on life sup-
port tended by AI machines 
who harvest their energy, the 
humans think they are living 
in a real city, have real jobs, 
have friends and family, and 
live normal lives. Everything 
appears normal to the hu-
mans. Over time some hu-
mans have managed to escape 
their capsules and evade their 
AI guardians and are plotting 
a rebellion. Neo has been 
chosen to join the rebellion 
and is confronted by Mor-
pheous and given the choice 
between two pills. Take the 
blue pill and things will be as 
they were before, and he 
won’t even remember the 
choice he made. Chose the 

WHAT IS A WORLD AND LIFE VIEW? 

“I’M A FOLLOWER OF 
CHRIST, BUT THE REAL 
TEST IS WHETHER I LIVE 
THE LIFE THAT CHRIST 

LIVED IN THE EVERYDAY 
THINGS I DO.” 

Everyone lives  
consistent with the 

world and life view they 
hold. 
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“A WORLD AND LIFE 
VIEW IS ESSENTIALLY: A 
COMMITMENT, A FUN-

DAMENTAL ORIENTA-

TION OF THE HEART, 
THAT CAN BE EX-

PRESSED AS A STORY OR 
IN A SET OF PRESUPPO-

SITIONS...AND THAT 
PROVIDES THE FOUNDA-

TION ON WHICH WE 
LIVE AND MOVE AND 

HAVE OUR BEING.” 

Can you make sense 
of the differing 

worldview? 

LIFE VIEW CONT’D 

This group includes such 
views as pragmatism, anti-
realism, perspectivism, de-
constructionism, etc.. 
 

The purpose of this series of 
articles on worldviews is not 
to deal with all those world-
views but to  
1) articulate a Biblical 

Christian worldview and   
2) understand how it is used 

to critique other compet-
ing worldviews.  

If we can accomplish these 
things in this 4 part series 
then we will be ready to un-
derstand the foundation of the 
worldviews that the church is 
faced with in today’s society 
(applied post-modernism and 
neo-marxism and some of 
their children like Critical 
Social Theory, Critical Race 
Theory, Identity Theory, 
gender theory, sex theory, 
etc.).  
 

Once we have a basic under-
standing of those worldviews 
we can, in a wider context, 
compare and contrast them 
with the Biblical Christian 
worldview and have answers 
when confronted with those 
competing worldviews in 
society, the media, politics, 
and, yes, even in the church. 
 

James Sire, in his book The 
Universe Next Door, has 
given us, I think, the best 
definition of a world and life 
view and the definition that 
will be assumed through this 
series of articles.  A world 
and life view is essentially: A 
commitment, a fundamental 
orientation of the heart, that 
can be expressed as a story or 

in a set of presuppositions 
(assumptions which may be 
true, partially true, or entire-
ly false) that we hold 
(consciously or subconscious-
ly, consistently or inconsist-
ently) about the basic consti-
tution of reality, and that 
provides the foundation on 
which we live and move and 
have our being. 
 

All worldviews must answers 
basic questions about reality 
and our interactions with and 
place in it. Dr. Sire in his 
book again helps us by articu-
lating 8 basic, rock-bottom 
questions that all worldviews 
must answer: 
1) What is prime reality – 

the really real?  
2) What is the nature of 

external reality (that is, 
the world around us)?  

3) What is a human being?  
4) What happens to a per-

son at death?  
5) Why is it possible to 

know anything at all?  
6) How do we know what is 

right and wrong?  
7) What is the meaning of 

human history?  
8) What personal, life-

orienting core commit-
ments are consistent with 
this worldview? 

 

In our next article in the Sep-
tember newsletter we will try 
to articulate a Biblical Chris-
tian worldview, understand 
how it answers our 8 funda-
mental questions, and see 
how it stands up to critique. 
 
 

Continued from page 4 

articulated belief system? 
Nope, but it must be substan-
tial and visible to those 
around us (John 17: 20-23). 
Over the years, worldviews 
have been grouped together 
in broad categories based on 
their understanding of ulti-
mate reality.  
 

In one example of such a 
grouping supplied by Philips, 
Brown and Stonestreet in 
their book Making Sense of 
Your World: A Biblical 
Worldview, there are three 
main groups that understand 
reality as knowable:  
1) Naturalism that views 

ultimate reality as only 
physical/ material and 
which includes such 
views as materialism, 
secularism, atheism, 
marxism, etc.;  

2) Transcendentalism 
which views ultimate 
reality as spiritual and 
includes such worldviews 
as pantheism, polythe-
ism, new age, Buddhism, 
etc.;  

3) Theism which under-
stands ultimate reality as 
a personal God who cre-
ated the material and 
spiritual universe and 
includes such worldviews 
as Deism, Islam, Juda-
ism, Biblical Christianity, 
etc..  

 

There is also a group of 
worldviews that understands 
ultimate reality as unknowa-
ble. For Postmodernism 
ultimate reality is a social 
construct and nothing more. 
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“PERFECTIONISTS 
TOO CAN 

EXPERIENCE A LEVEL 
OF DESPAIR WHEN 
THEY FIND THAT 

THEY WILL NEVER 
MEET THE HIGH 

EXPECTATIONS THEY 
HAD OF 

THEMSELVES.”  

FINDING JOY CONT’D 

ultimate treasure. Losing one 
becomes more than hard. It 
sends you spiraling into des-
pair.  

We are invited to see the glo-
ry and wonder of the King-
dom of God. It is why we 
need a clearer and grander 
vision of it as we mature in 
our faith. The better we see 
it, the more certain we are of 
it, the more secure our joy 
becomes. 

Paul experienced every kind 
of hardship and yet could 
boast about being content 
nonetheless. Why? His treas-
ure was beyond the reach of 
the hardships of this world. 
He writes, 
16 So we do not lose heart. 
Though our outer self is wast-
ing away, our inner self is 

being renewed day by day. 
17 For this light momentary 
affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond 
all comparison, 18 as we look 
not to the things that are seen 
but to the things that are un-
seen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the 
things that are unseen are eter-
nal. (2 Corinthians 4:16–18) 

 He could see beyond the 
hardship so clearly that, at 
their worst, could be referred 
to as “light and momentary 
affliction.” If you read about 
what Paul endured, you 
would be hard pressed to call 
them “light and momentary.” 

So, where is your treasure—
your ultimate treasure?  

Carter 

by the changes our culture is 
experiencing.  

Those who identify as Chris-
tians are increasingly seen 
with scorn and the target of 
cancel culture. Perfectionists 
too can experience a level of 
despair when they find that 
they will never meet the high 
expectations they had of 
themselves. When these 
things become your highest 
treasure, you leave yourself in 
a dangerous state. There is no 
joy—just anxiety.  

This is not to say that these 
things aren’t to be treasured. 
Good health, a pleasant life-
style, and wanting to be per-
fect are things to be treas-
ured. This is why it is hard to 
lose one of them. The trouble 
comes when they become our 

(Continued from page 1) 

Other updates 

 We continue helping minis-
try with disabled people. 
One of our scheduled ac-
tion points is to plan a semi-
nar for women who have 
disabled relatives in their 
families.  We want to serve 
these women and encour-
age them. 

 Aidar started a men’s min-
istry for believers and non-
believers, where they talk 
about crucial topics: mar-
riage, fatherhood, addic-
tions, religion, how to find 
a true calling, etc. 

 Finally, Aidar got his sec-
ond seminary degree—
MABS (Master of Arts in 
Biblical Studies) at Grace 
School of Theology. 

 

Cornerstone fellowship, 
please pray for the G-Force 
Academy. May this wonderful 
tool be used for God's King-
dom and His Glory. Please, 
pray for great opportunities to 
share the Gospel and God's 
work in the hearts of our stu-
dents. Please, pray that God 
will bring great teachers.   
 

Also, please pray for a new 
stage in the life of our eldest 
son, Ned. May God bless him 
with good friends and keep 
him safe.  Please, don't hesi-
tate to write us if you have 
any questions or comments.  
 

Thank you, 

 Your Kazakh friends  

Aidar and Aliya  

  

All of them are Kazakhs  
and haven't heard the Gospel 
yet, for there hasn't been the 
right time yet, but they are 
very open for friendship. We 
hope that one day they will 
know Jesus personally. 
 

Thirdly, our eldest son 
Abylkhaiyr (Ned) graduated 
High School and ready to start 
a new stage of his life - study 
at HCC (Houston Communi-
ty College) for an engineering 
degree. We are very thankful 
to the Lord for opening the 
door, for God's faithfulness 
and grace. It's been a very 
challenging year for Ned. It 
taught him to be patient and 
trust God.  
 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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The Yermekbayevs 
are planning to 

host a seminar for 
women who have 
disabled relatives. 
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Seeking to renew our families, 

our communities, and our world 

by bringing faith and life  

together in Christ. 

We are missing a coffee 
pod in the church kitch-
en.  It’s possible some-
one borrowed it at 
home and forgot to re-
turn it.  We haven’t 
needed it, but it would 
be nice to know of its 
location.  

LOST COFFEE POT 

Thanks! 
 
Thank you to the 
men who came and 
dug out the old 
shrubs!  It certainly 
does look better. 


