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By Carter Sanger

With the onset of the pan-
demic, many businesses 
changed their business prac-
tices. What was once done in 
person now became acceptable, 
and often preferred, via zoom. 
It saved on travel, expense, and 
time. Churches followed suit, 
streaming their worship ser-
vices over youtube or facebook. 
While most people would rec-
ognize there are lost elements 
to such an approach to worship, 
few understand the signifi-
cance of that loss. If they did, 
live-streamed worship would 
be limited to shut-ins, travelers, 
and a potential visitor or two. 
Why is that?

Worship via live-stream isn’t 
Worship. That is not to say it 
doesn’t have a place. We can 
talk about worship in different 
senses. There’s “Worship” and 
there’s “worship.” In the sense 
that you can go to God in prayer 
in your own quiet time, confess 

your sins, feel a sense of forgive-
ness, lift up your petitions and 
so on, you are strengthening 
your relationship with the Lord. 
There is a sense in which you 
are worshiping. But Worship in 
the Old Testament was formal, 
corporate, involved offerings 
and feasting. There were desig-
nated times for it, offices creat-
ed for it (priest, musicians, etc) 
and structure to it.

Individuals brought their 
offerings to the priests for sacri-
fice on the altar. The main sac-
rifices, however, were brought 
by the king or the priests for 
the corporate people as a whole. 
These provided feasts to be 
shared by all of God’s people. 
They served as a renewal for 
God’s covenant with his people. 
God’s covenant presence was 
there. The same is true for us 
today as we celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper. God’s covenant pres-
ence is there.

So, if you’re worshiping at 
home, you’re not Worshiping, 
in the corporate, covenantal 
sense. You may learn some 
things and enjoy the music, but 
you have cut yourself off from 
the body of Christ and the ordi-
nary means of grace that corpo-
rate worship communicates.

You’ve also cut yourself off 
from the fellowship and your 
absence is felt. In the Old 
Testament every tribe had a 
place around the tabernacle as 
they wandered through the wil-
derness. If you were absent, you 
left a hole in the protection for 
the people. If you want to think 
of yourself as a “living stone” as 
Peter describes, built into the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, your 
absence leaves a hole in the tem-
ple and we feel it. So, come and 
Worship in the covenant pres-
ence of God.

Special Points  
of Intersest

Hurricane Ida  
Relief Efforts

Welcome our  
two new members!

Notes from the  
Session and  

Deacons meeting

Feeding B4 Feasting

In this Issue:
Session Notes 2

Pray for SWOH 3

Childrens  
Ministry News 3

Hurricane Ida  
Relief 4

Feeding B4 Feasting 5

Financial Situation 6

Blood Drive 6

Calendar 7

Presbytery Meets in San Antonio
by Gene Cover

Carter Sanger, Allen White, 
Jonathan Shumate, Jonathan 
Tucker, Gene and Linda Cover 
traveled to Hope Church in San 
Antonio on September 24-25 
for the Fall 2021 meeting of 
Gulf South Presbytery. Nathan 
and Alisa Cotton from Haven 
Church also attended. Jonathan 

Tucker was filling his role as 
Moderator for his next to last 
meeting. The main agenda 
items were to bring two candi-
dates for ordination under care  
of Presbytery and to exam-
ine two other candidates for 
ordination.

Tom Masterson is pastor at 

Hope Church and during the 
worship service at the end of the 
day gave an interesting inter-
view with one of their youth on 
prayer, comparing our prayer 
life to a bee hive. Our church 
facilitator, Bob Vincent, gave an 
update of the EPC churches in  
(continued on page 4)

Worship at Home
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By Tom Lott

After the 70 year exile in 
Babylon, Cyrus, the Persian 
king, decreed that the Jews 
should return to Jerusalem 
and rebuild the temple. The 
foundation was laid, but after 
opposition arose, the con-
struction stopped, for over 15 
years. God said to the Jews in 
Haggai, which was written in 
520 BC: “You expected much, 
but see, it turned out to be lit-
tle. What you brought home, I 
blew away. Why?” declares the 
LORD Almighty. “Because  
of my house, which remains 
a ruin, while each of you is 
busy with his own house.” 
So, the Jews finally com-
pleted the temple in 515 BC.  
Not many years later, God told 
the people in Malachi, “Ever 
since the time of your forefa-
thers you have turned away 
from my decrees and have not 
kept them. Return to me, and 
I will return to you,” says the 

Session Highlights

LORD Almighty. “But you 
ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 
“Will a man rob God? Yet you 
rob me. “But you ask, ‘How 
do we rob you?’ “In tithes 
and offerings. You are under 
a curse-- the whole nation of 
you-- because you are robbing 
me. Bring the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house. Test 
me in this,” says the LORD 
Almighty, “and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates 
of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you will 
not have room enough for it.” 
Cornerstone is going through 
a difficult time financially, and 
it is incumbent on the leader-
ship and the congregation to 
examine ourselves. We under-
stand that this has been a dif-
ficult period, and spiritual 
warfare exists; however, “The 
weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world. On 

thecontrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strong-
holds.” A challenging time 
such as this requires strong 
faith. As Charles Spurgeon 
said so well in a devotional, 
“It requires faith to act toward 
our God with an open hand, 
but surely he deserves it from 
us; and all that we can do is 
a very poor acknowledgment 
of our amazing indebtedness 
to his goodness.” The Elders 
and Deacons broke into three 
groups and spent time pray-
ing for each other.

Please pray that God will 
continue to provide for the 
needs of the church; He will, 
but we have to continue to 
present our prayers and peti-
tions to Him. We are plan-
ning to have all church prayer 
times in October, the evenings 
of the 10th and the 24th. As a 
reminder, “In the morning,  
(continued on page 5)

In September, we welcomed two new members to our church family.  
Be sure to say hello to Marketa Young and Miranda Prado!
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By Carol Kutzer

 ☺ Parents’ Night Out: 
On Friday, October 29 at 
6:00 p.m., Cornerstone 
parents may drop off 
their elementary aged 
or younger children 
at Cornerstone and 
then enjoy a night to 
themselves. We encourage 
the kids to come dressed 
in their Halloween 
costumes to enjoy pizza 
dinner, crafts, and  
a PG movie. You might 
also send a pillow and 
blanket for movie time. 
Pick up is at or before 
10:00 p.m. There is no 
charge for this event. 
Please sign up using the 
QR code to the right.

Pray for SWOH

Children’s ministry News

 ☺ Policies: 
One of the best outcomes 
of a Volunteer Workshop 
is hearing from our 
volunteers about what 
is working, what needs 
tweaking or what needs 
to be communicated  
more clearly. For example, 
it was noted that the 
Check-In System is being  
underutilized. Therefore, 
Parents, please be sure 
you are signing in your 
children for Sunday 
School AND/OR Worship 
Training. This is one  
of the primary tools  
we use to ensure the 
safety of the children left 
in our care.

 ☺ And the winner is… 
The winner of September’s 
Hershey Kisses Game is 
William! Congrats, Mr. 
William! His guess of 215 
came the closest to the 
number pieces of kisses 
in the jar (240!!) without 
going over. He will receive 
all the candy in the jar. Be 
sure to submit your guess 
for October’s Candy Corn 
Game. And be sure to 
write clearly and include 
your FIRST & LAST 
names. To encourage our 
kids to read the Frontlines 
newsletter, winners must 
ask Mrs. Kutzer for their 
prize.

Congratulations, William!

Parents' Night Out  
Sign Up

By Sovereign Wings of Hope

Thank you for praying for 
the ministries of Sovereign 
Wings of Hope (SWOH). 
SWOH is committed to prayer 
and committed to inviting 
you to pray along with us for 
SWOH’s ministries. The next 
opportunity to pray together 
will take place as an online 
event on Sunday, October 3rd 
@ 5:30 p.m. (Central Time)!

Pray for WOH Christian 
Primary School near Jinja
• Praise the Lord that 

Ugandan schools will 
be able to reopen in 
January 2022. (Schools 
are currently closed 
due to the COVID-19 
Lockdown.)

• Pray that we will be able 
to raise funds to continue 
to help our teachers 

Rejoice always, 
pray continually, 
give thanks in all  

circumstances 
for this is God’s will  

for us in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

during the time that the 
school is closed. 

• Pray for peace for the 
students and parents who 
have not had a regular 
school year in two years.

Pray for Hospice Tororo
• Praise the Lord that 

Hospice Tororo is 
reaching even more 
people as the hospice 
team participates in 
community education 
about COVID-19. 

• Pray that we will be able 
to raise funds to help our 
hospice and hospice staff 
during the lockdown.

• Pray for the people  
of Tororo, one of the 
hardest hit districts by 
the Delta Variant.

• Pray for the health and 

safety for our nurses and 
social workers.

SWOH Legacy
• Pray for safety and 

peace for our church 
and community leaders 
who will be able to begin 
worship, weddings, and 
funerals again after 
months of a second 
lockdown.

• Our hope to secure 
our present and build 
our future starts with 
recruiting and training 
volunteers to Dwell in 
the Land, our next phase 
in SWOH Legacy. Please 
pray for Sara Call, the 
SWOH Legacy Team 
and our efforts for more 
stateside volunteers. 
(continued on page 5)
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Hurricane Ida Relief

If you wish to donate mon-
ey you may use the QR codes 
here to give to one or both 
relief funds.

If you wish to donate sup-
plies, please see Gene Cover 
for a list of needed items. Ten 
of our Presbytery’s churches 
have gathered an initial load 
of emergency supplies and 
equipment and will be trans-
porting it to New Covenant 
church in Mandeville, but 
that’s only the beginning. In 
the weeks (and months) to 
come, many more supplies 
will be needed. You can take 
items to First Baton Rouge (if 
you’re on the north or west 
side of the Presbytery) or 
New Covenant Mandeville  
(if you’re coming from the 

east), but please call the 
church office first to let them 
know when you’ll be arriving. 

Once power is restored, 
work teams will be welcome 
to help with debris removal. 
First Thibodaux will soon  
be able to host work teams but 
will first need an experienced 
plumber to help them get their 

showers up and running. If you 
can help with this immediate 
need, contact Kory Duncan at  
kory.duncan@icloud.com. 
Kory will also serve as the con-
tact person for work teams, so 
if you have a group that wants 
to come and help right away, 
talk with Kory before you 
show up.   (985) 626-4375

(continued from page 1) 
the Rio Grande Valley. One  
of the churches there is 
breaking ground for a new 
sanctuary.

Sonny Walker was exam-
ined on views and knowledge, 
and Trey Owens was exam-
ined on views only as he has 
been previously ordained in 
the PCA. Sonny will be assis-
tant pastor at Westminster in 
Laurel, MS and Trey will serve 
as pastor at River Community 
in Prairieville, LA.

A presentation was given 

on a proposal from General 
Assembly on a new way to 
provide funding from our 
churches for GA expens-
es: instead of a fee based on 
active membership, the new 
method would be based on 
a percentage of a church’s 
budget. The proposed amount 
would be one percent, which 
would raise Cornerstone’s 
contribution by about 30%. 
The objective is to raise GA’s 
budget, and to provide a more 
equitable means of providing 
support for our denomination. 

This will go into effect in 
2023. Interestingly, 170 EPC 
churches saw increases in 
giving in 2020 and 296 saw 
decreases.

Hope Church hosted a 
reception after the evening 
meal similar to the one 
Cornerstone hosted the 
last time Presbytery met in 
Katy in September 2019, and 
many stayed for a period  
of fellowship.

The next meeting will be in 
January 2022 in Laurel, MS.

Presbytery Meets in San Antonio

ECHO students meet up at 
Howdy Homemade  

for ice cream and fun.

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good 
for his steadfast love endures forever! 

1 Chronicles 16:34

Hurricane Ida  
Relief

Hurricane Ida  
Relief



Volume 16, Issue 8 5

(continued from page 2)
O LORD, You hear my 

voice. In the morning, I lay 
my requests before You and 
wait in expectation.” God 
also hears our voices in the 
evenings. 

Carol Kutzer will be step-
ping down as Children’s 
Director on December 31st. 
This will necessarily cause us 
to revisit what direction God 

might be taking in the youth 
and the family ministry. 

Please pray for Carter, 
Jonathan Shumate, Gene and 
Linda Cover, and Jonathan 
Tucker who will be attending 
the September Presbytery 
Meeting in San Antonio. 

As always, the meeting 
concluded with Shepherding 
and Care Group concerns and 
prayer.

Session Highlights (cont.) SWOH (cont.)

Cornerstone’s 15th Annual Feeding B4 Feasting
By Carol Kutzer

The purpose of Feeding 
B4 Feasting is to provide 
Thanksgiving meals for others 
before we enjoy our own feasts. 
Our goal is to put together  
20 boxed Thanksgiving 
meals. At this time, we expect  
the customers of Katy 
Christian Ministries will be 
the recipients of this year’s 
meals. You may drop off your 
donations between now and 
November 7.

Please consider helping in 
the following ways:
• Sign up to bring food 

items by using the QR 
code to the right. You 

may leave your donations 
in the red barrel in the 
foyer.

• In lieu of providing 
food, consider donating 
a gift card from H-E-B 
or dropping a check in 
the offering plate with 
“Feeding B4 Feasting” in 
the memo line.

• Write a letter or prayer 
to the family who will 
receive the meal.

• Include a favorite recipe 
with all the ingredients 
with a special note as to 
why it’s a family tradition.

• Pray for the families 

receiving the meals.
• Help sort, pack, shop and 

deliver food on Monday, 
November 8 at 9:00 a.m. 
(date tentative)

• Help prep the boxes on 
Tuesday, November 2 at 
1:00 p.m. (date tentative)

• The CSCK families will 
spend the morning of 
November 7 decorating 
boxes and writing 
letters and prayers to the 
families receiving the 
boxed meals.

• What a great way to serve 
our neighbors!

2020 Feeding B4 Feasting 
Each year, our kids decorate the boxes  

used to deliver the donations.

Things to  
remember!

Drop donations between 
now and November 7

 
Use QR code to sign up for: 

* Items to donate

* Help prep boxes 11/2  
(tentative)

* Help pack boxes 11/8

(continued from page 3)
Thank you again for pray-

ing for SWOH’s ministries in 
Uganda. Remember to join us 
online on Sunday, October 3rd 
@ 5:30 p.m. (Central Time) as 
we pray together! We value 
your commitment to pray for 
God’s work in Uganda.

Meeting ID:  
875 7888 9938 

Passcode: 905977
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By Gene Cover

I don’t know if you have been 
following the monthly report 
of our finances in the news-
letter, but in case you missed 
it, our giving each month has 
been below our budget for 
every month so far in 2021. 
Our cash reserve has fallen 
from six months of expenses 
in the General Operating 
Fund reserve in January 
to 3.9 months at the end of 
August, with a target of 4.0 
months. Our expenses have 
exceeded income by almost 
$68,000 year-to-date, which 
is the largest deficit we have 
ever had since I began keep-
ing records in 1999. Giving 
in three months of 2021 have 
been the lowest since 1999, 
and four other months have 
giving among the lowest since 
1999. Interestingly, giving in 
2020 had exceeded expenses 
by $65,000 by August 2020.

Financial Situation

Session has considered how 
to cut costs for the remainder 
of the year, and some reme-
dies may be painful if things 
don’t improve. As it has 
often been stated, 75% of our 
expenses are for salaries and 
facility costs. Another 15% are 
for office expenses and mis-
cellaneous minitry expenses; 
10% goes to missions. There 
is very little room to cut costs. 
Session discussed how tithing 
is not just something we do to 
feel good; it is a command. It 
is something we do to main-
tain our spiritual health. You 
can expect to hear more on 
this subject in the weeks to 
come.

Session is calling our body 
to meet for a time of prayer 
on October 10th and 24th at 
6:00 pm. Please make every 
effort to attend these prayer 
meetings.

Give Blood
By Keeghan Gorley

There will be a blood drive 
in the Fellowship Hall on 
Sunday, October 3rd from 
1:30-5pm. Donating now is 
especially important because 
there were canceled drives 
during last week's storm. Gulf 
Coast is trying to recover up 
to 600 units!

If you are interested in giv-
ing, there will be someone 
with a sign-up sheet before 
and after service. While 
appointments are preferred, 
walk-ins are also accepted. 
Masks are optional for anyone 
fully vaccinated. Anyone 16 
and older can donate so please 
spread the word! 

If you would like to make 
an a p p oi nt m e nt  online, 
or have any questions, 
please contact Keeghan. 
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(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org

www.cornerstonekaty.org 

Seeking to renew our families,  
our communities, and our world  

by bringing faith and life  
together in Christ.

1351 S Mason Rd, Katy TX 77450


