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The Church’s Opportunity in a Divisive Culture
By Carter Sanger

One of the things the world is
feeling is division. We feel the
increasing pressure to divide by
politics, by the pandemic and
its protocals, and by a plethora
of ideologies. In such a world
the tension is palpable and
emotionally exhausting. That’s
the harsh reality in which we
live. But the good news is that
the Church has an opportunity
to shine brightly and show the
world another way. One of the
remarkable things about the
gospel is that it has the power
to bring down the walls that
divide us. Paul writes about this
in Ephesians 2,
11
Therefore remember
that at one time you
Gentiles in the flesh, called
“the uncircumcision” by
what is called the circumcision, which is made in the
flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that
time separated from Christ,
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and
strangers to the covenants
of promise, having no hope
and without God in the
world. 13 But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far
off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ. 14 For
he himself is our peace, who
has made us both one and
has broken down in his flesh
the dividing wall of hostility
15
by abolishing the law of

commandments expressed
in ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new
man in place of the two, so
making peace, 16 and might
reconcile us both to God in
one body through the cross,
thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and
preached peace to you who
were far off and peace to
those who were near. 18 For
through him we both have
access in one Spirit to the
Father.
Between
the
time
of
Abraham’s call in Genesis 12
and the resurrection of Christ,
there was a great wall of hostility
between Jews and Gentiles (the
Greek word for “Nations”). That
separation had been accomplished by God himself when he
took Abraham’s descendants as
his treasured possession. They
were set apart (the meaning of
the word, holy). Aside from the
Canaanites specifically set aside
for judgment (which is another
discussion), Israel wasn’t meant
to live in hostility with her
neighbors. They were meant to
be the means by which the gentiles were brought to the Lord.
By the 1st Century, instead of
a city on a hill that drew the
gentiles to her, she was a hotbed of hostility of many kinds.
The divisions in the 1st century weren’t limited to religious
beliefs, though that was part of

it. The Jews were divided even
among themselves. There were
Sadducees, Pharisees, Zealots,
and Essenes. While they had
theological differences, their
differences largely stood out
in their political ideologies.
Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?
When Jesus came, those
divisions changed. Pharisees,
Sadducees,
Essenes,
and
Zealots came together—without abandoning some of their
different perspectives on government. Paul was a Pharisee.
Peter, James, and John were
likely Zealots. Matthew was a
Roman sympathizer serving
as a tax collector (though that
changed). We find Paul arguing
before the Sadducees and likely
winning some to Christ. There
is evidence of Christian faith
in the communities where the
Dead Sea scrolls were found,
which was likely maintained
by the Essenes. What brought
them together? It was the reality
of Jesus Christ and the power of
the gospel. This was their greatest essential and upon that,
they built their relationships
and their work. They could still
debate non-essential matters
and come away with differences
of perspective. That was okay
because their foundation was
the same.
As a church, we are built
upon the foundation of Christ
and (continued on page 5)
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Session Highlights
By Tom Lott

Children's Ministry
Team Leader
needed.
Please contact
Carter Sanger
if interested.

Devotional - James, the
brother of Jesus, tells us that
“Elijah was a man just like us.
He prayed that it would not
rain, and it did not rain on
the land for three and a half
years. Again he prayed, and
the heavens gave rain, and
the earth produced its crops.”
At the end of 1 Kings 18, we
read, “… the sky grew black
with clouds, the wind rose,
a heavy rain come on and
Ahab rode off to Jezreel. The
power of the Lord came on
Elijah, and tucking his cloak
in his belt, he ran ahead of
Ahab all the way to Jezreel.”
In 1 Kings 19 we read, Now
Ahab told Jezebel everything
Elijah had done and how
he had killed all the (false)
prophets with the sword.
So Jezebel sent a messenger
to Elijah to say, “May the
gods deal with me, be it ever
so severely, if by this time
tomorrow I do not make your
life like that of one of them.”
Elijah was afraid

and ran for his life. When he
came to Beersheba in Judah,
he left his servant there,
while he himself went a day’s
journey into the desert. He
came to a broom tree, sat
down under it and prayed
that he might die. “I have had
enough, Lord,” he said. “Take
my life; I am no better than
my ancestors.”
“Elijah was a man, just like
us.” The author of Psalm 42,
most likely one of the sons
of Asaph, is taunted by his
adversaries. They say, “Where
is your God?” He then asks
himself the logical questions
when being confronted by
difficult circumstances, even
persecution, “Why are you
downcast, O my soul? Why so
disturbed within me?” Faith
answers, “Put your hope in
God, for I will yet praise Him,
my Savior and my God.”
“Be still before the Lord and
wait patiently for Him.”
The Elders and Deacons
broke into four groups and
spent time praying for each
other.
The Congregationa l
Meeting originally scheduled for Sunday, October

Charles Calvin Jarv

31st, will be moved to sometime in January. This is
because Carter has not begun
the required Leadership
Training with the officer
candidates. The candidates
will also need to be examined
by the Session.
Please be praying that
someone will volunteer to lead
a Children’s Ministry team
beginning next year. Carol
will be stepping down from
these duties on December
31st.
Jonathan Shumate, who has
been doing an excellent job as
Assistant Pastor, and with the
youth, is being funded out of
the Strategic Reserve Fund for
the two remaining months
of the year. Our hope is to
be able to include him in the
2022 budget. Please pray for
the Deacons as they work on a
proposed budget for next year.
It is likely that some adjustments will need to be made
since Cornerstone is currently
running a deficit of around
$71,000.
As always, the meeting
concluded with Shepherding
and Care Group concerns and
prayer.

is was baptized on

October 10, 2021.
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World View - Taking a Look at Naturalism
By Sam Downing

Well, here I am again
after missing the October
Newsletter. In this series, we
are trying to understand what
a world and life view is, why a
world and live view is important, what the Christian world
and life view is,
what are some
of the competing world
and life views,
and how the
Christian
world and life
view answers
those competing views. In
this article we
will be taking
a look at naturalism, one
of those world
and life views in direct opposition to the Christian world
and life view.
But before we start that
I want to address the question of why I am taking up
your time dealing with these
philosophical issues and not
addressing other spiritual/
ethical/moral problems that
are loose in our culture. Are
the moral and spiritual failings of our day important?
Of course they are! Are the
moral and spiritual failing of
our nation, society, culture,
and church important? Of
course they are! Then why not
address those issues directly?
Well, if you have read any of
the works of Augustine, or
John Calvin, or C.S. Lewis,
or Dr. Francis Schaeffer, or
Chuck Colson, or Nancy
Piercy, or R.C. Sproul, or any
of the works of many other
outstanding Christian writers, theologians, apologists, or

teachers you will find almost
all of them at one point or
another dealing with the
world and life view of the prevailing culture or particular
issue they are confronting. As
I stated in the first article in

the August Newsletter, world
and life view are universal
...everyone and every idea,
movement, ideology, religion,
party, etc. has a world and
life view and operates on the
basis of that world and life
view (some more consistently
than others). In addressing
any issue facing the church
today one must at some point
deal with the underlying
world and life view expressed
by that issue. That is what I
am attempting to do in these
series of articles. I am not
trying to ignore or down play
particular spiritual and moral issues, just trying to help us
understand the basis of some
of the big movements seemingly sweeping our nation
and affecting the church at
this moment in history.
Now, what about naturalism? Naturalism, sometimes
called materialism, reductive physicalism, scientific

naturalism, or scientism,
holds that all that exists is
physical matter and everything can be reduced to its
elemental material composition. Astrophysicist Carl
Sagan expressed it most succinctly in the
opening statement of his
popular 1980s
book and TV
series Cosmos,
“The universe
is all that there
is or ever was
or ever will be.”
Interestingly
enough
the
popular child
book
series
The Bernstein
Bears
came
out with a book a few year
later about nature that made
that exact quote. World
views find their way into our
lives in surprisingly sly and
subtle ways (Which is why
Christians should always
be on their guard and evaluate everything in light of
Scripture - Ez. 33:1-9; Prov
23:7; Rom 12:2; I Cor 1:18-31).
In essence naturalism is the
physical universe in a closed
system. Imagine the whole
of the physical universe in a
box. Now close the box and
allow nothing else to enter or
affect what is inside the box.
That is naturalism (No, God
is not the box…don’t push the
analogy to far!). Naturalism
is one of the philosophical
underpinnings of Marxism,
modernism, Darwinianism,
existentialism,
postmodernism, the radical animal
rights and environmentialist
(continued on page 4)

Thanksgiving
Week
Schedule
The Church Offices
will be closed
Wednesday – Friday
November 24 – 26.
Additionally, there
will be no Sunday
morning classes on
Sunday, November 28.
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World View - Taking a Look at Naturalism

Feeding B4
Feasting

Reminder - Donations
should be dropped off
by November 7!
Use the QR code at the
bottom of this page to
sign up to bring food
and volunteer to sort
and pack the boxes.

(continued from page 3)
movements, and other ideologies
and
movements.
Ronald Nash in his little
book, World View in Conflict
states that naturalist, if consistent, believe the following
propositions:
1. Only nature exists. Nature
is defined as the sum total of
what could be observed by
human beings or studied by
methods of natural sciences.
Therefore God does not exist
by definition. If anything
exists it is within the box.
2. Nature has always
existed. The Christian doctrine of creations is inconsistent with naturalism. As philosopher William Halverson
explains in A Concise
Introduction to Philosophy,
“Theism says, ‘In the beginning, God’; naturalism says,
‘In the beginning matter.’”
There never was a time when
the natural order did not exist.
Nature does not depend on
anything else for its existence.
3. Nature is characterized
by total uniformity. The regularity of nature precludes the

occurrence of anything like
miracle. Miracles are impossible because there is nothing
outside the box that would
bring about any occurrence
within nature. Miracles are
impossible also because the
regularity and uniformity of
the natural order precluded
the occurrence of any irregular event.
4. Nature is a deterministic system. The belief in free
will presupposes a theory
of human agency whereby
human beings acting apart
from any totally determining
causes can themselves function as causes in the natural
order. That belief is incompatible with the presuppositions
of naturalism. This is what
Dr. Francis Schaeffer called
“living below the line of dispair”. If nature is all there is
and men and women live in a
physical universe in a closed
system (without any influence
from outside the physical
universe from anything) then
men and women are part of
that deterministic system and
all freedom is lost (as well as

love, art and beauty, morals,
etc). All that is left is the ongoing machine of deterministic
nature and despair.
5. Nature is a materialistic system. While men and
women have their hopes,
plans, behavior, language, logical inferences, etc. anything
that is real is, in the final analysis, explicable as a material
entity or as a form or function
or action of a material entity.
It is the biomechanical function of the human system that
produces such hopes, plans,
etc. and it has nothing to do
with any “person” outside of
that biomechanical function
of that particular brain. There
is no “person” other than
a biomechanical brain functioning as a biomechanical
substance does in a material universe. Therefore all
love and logic and art and
philosophy
and
theatre
and hope and plans are just
biology,
chemistry,
and
physics … period.
6. Nature is a self explanatory system. Any and every
(continued on page 8)
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Leadership
Training
Wednesday
Nights
6:45 - 8:00 PM
Join us!

The Church’s Opportunity...
(continued from page 1) the
writings of the Apostles. We
too must remember that the
gospel is our essential. As long
as we are standing upon this
rock for our sense of worth
and “rightness”, then we can
risk discussion and debate
about other important matters because we can approach
those discussions with humility. In other words, it’s okay
to be wrong on non-essential
matters.
We are very tempted to
move those non-essentials to
essential as we think about
people dying around us from
the virus, the vaccine, the
lack of treatment, or bad
treatment. We get passionate

about wanting to diminish
what we view as unnecessary
deaths. But at the end of the
day, the gospel is victory over
death and the coronation of a
good and just King that grants
access to the tree of life and
the healing of the nations.
Ultimately, it is God alone
who has recorded in his book
the day of every birth and the
day of every death. Passion
for justice and healing and
flourishing are good things.
But that is all they are—good
things. They are not ultimate
things. The ultimate “thing”
is the gospel. As we remember
that as a church, and show that
our unity around the gospel
is stronger than our feelings

about these important, but
ultimately non-essential matters, we shine like the city on a
hill we are meant to be.
So discuss the important
things and be passionate! But
don’t let your passion drive
you away from the bond the
gospel forms between you and
other passionate people. It is
okay to be wrong on non-essential matters because our
future and our hope are not
dependent upon those things.
And we can cast our anxieties to the Lord when it looks
like things are spinning out of
control because we worship a
God that is sovereign.

"Oh, taste and
see that the
LORD
is good!
Blessed is the
man who
takes refuge
in him!
Psalm 34:8
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Bridges International Update

Dear Friends,
respond to me “Hi, my name
We started our fall semester
is so on so and I’m from
expecting great things from
Dhaka.” It’s such a natural
the Lord. We were praying
bridge to build relationships
and fasting for the Lord to
with them and laugh along
bring us students
who are open and
hungry spiritually.
Then he said to his disciples
We began receiving
multiple
requests
"The harvest is plentiful,
from different student groups to help
but the workers are few.
with them airport
Ask the Lord of the harvest,
pickups for new students, find some used
therefore, to send out workers
furniture and household items. For us it
into his harvest field."
was a great opportunity to jump in
Matthew 9:37-38
and serve new international
students.
Personally,
with
over a dozen airport runs,
the way. So, going back to
it was a delight not just to
Ahmad, I picked him up from
serve them, but on a deeper
the airport and on the way
level get to know them, hear
to his apartment, he shared
about their families and their
with me about his studies, his
background. One of thosefamily and of course his relistudents was “Ahmad” (name
gious background. Ahmad is
changed), a PhD student
a devout Muslim, who tries to
from Bangladesh. Ironically,
pray and do all the duties that
when I meet students from
are expected of him. I started
Bangladesh, the first thing
sharing with him more about
they are curious about is my
my culture and family. I told
name, which closely sounds
him that I also grew up as
like the capital of their couna Muslim and now I follow
try, which is Dhaka. I usually
Isa al Masih (Jesus Christ in
introduce myself like, “Hi,
Arabic). At the beginning he
my name is Daka” and they
was shocked to meet someone

Ministry Opportunity - Communion

with my background and
later on he was very curious
to hear my story. Long story
short, Ahmad and I have been
meeting together for coffees
and lunches to continue our spiritual
conversations.
One other exciting
event that we organize
as Bridges every year
is our Big City tour
and Welcome party
which this year, we
had to postpone to
the end of September
due to the Covid situation in Houston.
Even though we had
a smaller number of
students, around 100,
which in the past
we’ve had around 200-250
students. It was a beautiful
day where we took our new
students around the city in
school buses and ultimately
arriving in a beautiful house
near Rice university. We
worked hard to match our
volunteers with the students.
Our heart and our goal were
to match them so that they
can build relationships with
each other so that they can
engage them spiritually later
on.
Finally, we wanted to ask
you to pray for our upcoming

Fall Retreat. We will be driving
tomorrow to the Hill Country
along with around 300 international students from across
Texas and Louisiana universities. Heather and some other
staff have worked tirelessly
to make this retreat fun, but
also very spiritually engaging
through some speakers and
discussion groups. We will be
presenting the Gospel clearly
and challenge our students to
consider it. Thank you again
for your continuous prayers
and support!

crew for the past 4 years who
have faithfully served, and
I hope they will continue to.
But, it’s awfully nice to have
others join in.
God bless, and I hope to
hear from many of you with

eager hearts to serve!
The months of February,
March, April, and July have
already been booked!

Prayer Requests & Praises
Praise God for bringing
spiritually open students
like Ahmad. Continue
praying for him and his
salvation
Pray for our volunteers
as they reach out to the
students, they connected with at the Welcome
Party

by Linda Lott

The new year is approaching,
and we are ready to get schedules together for communion
set up. If you are interested
in helping out, please let
me know. We schedule on a
month to month basis, but if

a month is too much, we can
always get some pairs going.
The duty is very simple,
and I will share that with you
if you decide you’d like to
participate.
We have had a wonderful

281-799-1172
lndlott@gmail.com.
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News from Kazakhstan
Our greetings to you!
We, really hope that this
letter finds you well.
Over the past couple of
months, many different events
and things have happened in
our life and ministry. Some of
them are joyful ones such as:
•

Our eldest son graduated
High School and he
started his study at
college.

•

Our youngest began his
journey at elementary
school.

•

Our Education Center
gradually is growing and
we learn a lot through
this tool. We have a
great platform to meet
many new people. With
some adult students we
had very good spiritual
conversation where we
shared the Gospel.

•

Month ago we had an
opportunity to hold a
VBS (Vac at ion Bible
School) for children
from our church.

•

We held six men and
women meetings for
believers a nd nonbelievers.

•

We held two projects for
disabled people.

Hardest moment: After a
long illness my father passed
away.
No matter what difficulties or barriers we face, we
continue to go forward and
look for new opportunities to
serve our Lord. In this update,
we would like to share with

you about the ministry for the
most vulnerable segment of
the society: the disabled. In
one of the previous letters we
wrote that we opened a wheelchair repair shop. We wanted
to create a place where other
disabled people can come for
fellowship. Disabled people
needed a place where they can
come and spend some time
with other people. Praise God
that wheelchair repair shop
is still open and functioning.
Disabled people come people
come there from all over of
our city - Almaty. Thank you
for your prayer support. Last
month we had an opportunity to distribute free diapers
to many disabled people.
People with disabilities have
many different needs and
when we find something they
need; we deliver it to them.
LONGTERM DISCIPLESHIP:
PROCESS & RESULT

As we all know, discipleship
doesn’t happen overnight. It is
a process that happens sometimes over a lifetime. With
some people, we help continue
their discipleship journey for
a long term. Many years ago,
we asked ourselves: Who
do we really want to be?
What heritage do we want to
leave here on earth? My wife
and I have been discipling
and raising people for 20+
years. It’s what we have been
called to do and what we like
to do. However, in our life we
have special people we have
been discipling for many
years. I met Z 20 years ago,
when he was a young and
single man. He is MBB. Since
that time we went through a
lot together. Now he is grown

man, father of two daughters,
elder at our church. We still
meet every week and hold
each other accountable. Last
month Z became a student
of Grace School of Theology.
I am sure it will help him in
his further spiritual growth.
Did I imagine 20+ years ago
that God would give me such
an important life experience?
Absolutely not. I am very
happy with God's scenario.
Thank you,
Your Kazakh friends

Prayer Requests & Praises
Pray for our church. Due
to pandemic regulations,
some our church members, spiritually have
become cooler. We still
don't have a permission
from our government
for regular services in
person.
Pray for the development
of our Education Center.
For God's wisdom how to
develop it.
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World View

(continued from page 4)
thing that happens within the natural order must
be explainable in terms of
other elements of the natural
order. It is never necessary
to seek the explanation for
any event within nature in
something beyond the natural order. God and miracles
are by definition impossible.
No arguments on behalf of

the miraculous can possible
succeed with a naturalists.
The only way to address that
unbelief is to begin by challenging his or her naturalism.
Challenging naturalism is
what we will be attempting to
do in the next article. Once we
are able to understand at least
a few of the challenges the
Biblical Christian world and
life view has for the naturalist,

Children’s Ministry News

we will focus our attention on
one of the more present direct
challenges to the Church
and its Biblical view. We will
try to understand either
neo-Marxism or postmodernism. Once we have a basic
grasp of one of those world
and life views, we will see
what the Biblical Christian
world and life view has to say
about it.

By Carol Kutzer

Congratulations, Jayden!

☺ Too much Halloween
Candy? If you didn’t
hand out all your candy to trick-or-treaters,
please consider donating your left-over candy
to Children’s Ministry.
Another way to reduce
the amount of candy in
your house is taking the
opportunity to teach
your children about tithing by encouraging them

to give a portion of their
“spoils” to the church.

☺ An the winner is… The
winner of October’s
Candy Corn Game is
Jayden! Congratulations,
Mr. Jayden! His guess of
333 came the closest to
the approximate number
of candy corns in the
jar (450!!) without going
over. He will receive all

the candy in the jar. Be
sure to submit your guess
for November’s Bubble
Gum Game. And be
sure to write clearly and
include your FIRST &
LAST names. To encourage our kids to read the
Frontlines
newsletter,
winners must ask Mrs.
Kutzer for their prize.
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10:30 Worship
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Meeting

Newsletter Deadline
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Thank5sgiving4
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7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
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5
7:00 Men’s Prayer
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27

6:00 Men's TWC

20

13
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Saturday

Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.
Psalm 106:1

1351 S Mason Rd, Katy TX 77450
(281) 579-1080
info@cornerstonekaty.org
www.cornerstonekaty.org
Seeking to renew our families,
our communities, and our world
by bringing faith and life
together in Christ.

