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Chasing Away Fear in the New Year
By Carter Sanger

The fear of the Lord is a foun-
tain of life, that one may turn 
away from the snares of death. 
(Proverbs 14:27)

The wisdom literature in the 
Bible is replete with references 
to the fear of the Lord. Here it 
is the fountain of life. In other 
passages it is the beginning of 
wisdom and still another the 
beginning of knowledge. It 
makes one wonder, “what do I 
fear?”

We struggle to know what 
it is we fear because we don’t 
really understand what the 
Bible means with the use of 
that word. After all, we think of 
fear as something to run away 
from. So let’s examine it a lit-
tle bit. Fear isn’t something we 
run from. We run because we 
fear. Fear is what drives us. This 

is how we need to think of the 
word. What drives you?

When you think of drive 
you can associate these other 
terms to help understand what 
it means to be driven. Fear will 
drive you to drink from some-
thing from which you hope to 
get life. Does it? In the midst 
of our “pandemic” we have 
been driven by fear of the virus 
into homes, into isolation, into 
masks, into vaccines and away 
from freedom. Not all are driv-
en by these fears.

Some have little fear of the 
virus and instead are driv-
en by the fear of missing out. 
They fear their kids will miss 
an opportunity so they involve 
them in activities instead of 
worship. They fear missing 
time with friends so they opt 

for Saturday nights instead of 
Sunday mornings. So, what is it 
you fear? What is driving you?

The gospel announces that 
the King has come. He has the 
power to cast out the darkness. 
He has the power to make the 
lame walk, to give sight to the 
blind, to open the ears of the 
deaf, and even to rise from the 
dead. On top of that, he has 
sent his Holy Spirit to drive 
out our fear of things in this 
world that we might embrace a 
life-giving fear of the Lord. He 
is our refuge. He is our light. 
He is our hope. He is our joy. So 
remember, The fear of the Lord 
is a fountain of life, that one 
may turn away from the snares 
of death. (Proverbs 14:27)

Thursday Morning Ladies Bibile Study
By Linda Lott

Mark your calendars, ladies. Winter/Spring semester for Thursday Bible study 
will begin on January 20 and end on May 5. We will meet from 9:15 to 11:00 
with study beginning at 9:45. This first week will be the introduction chapter 
for our new book. You can order your book from Amazon for $8.99 or the 
digital version for $8.54. Carol has also ordered copies if you would prefer to 
get it from her. 
We will have a brunch that first week also, so bring something yummy. 
Our schedule is a little different from normal as we had to work around 
some holidays. I will be giving that out in an email. 
If you know anyone who is new and would like to invite them, do so. So 
our little ones are taken care of, be sure to let me know if you need child 
care.

Looking forward to seeing you on the 20. God bless and Happy 2022!!

Last month, we announced 
we will be updating the 
church directory soon. Please 
be sure to submit a new fam-
ily photo and any changes to 
your contact information to  
info@cornerstonekaty.org.

Coming Soon!

In This Issue

Naturalism 2

Top 10 Most 
Memorable Events 4

Update from 
Kazahkstan 4

Sweet News 5

New Volunteer 
Coordinator 5

Daily Bible Reading 5

Financialy 
Supporting CEPC 6

Session Notes 6

Financial Summary 6



2 Frontlines

Where Did Naturalism Go Wrong? Part 2
By Sam Downing

Before we begin; several 
people have asked me for the 
source of my information 
on naturalism. I am relying 
heavily on 5 sources, all of 
which I highly recommend 
to you for your contin-
ued study: Miracles by C.S. 
Lewis, The Case for Miracles 
by Lee Strobel; The Universe 
Next Door by James W. Sire; 
Worldviews In Conflict by 
Ronald H. Nash; and Hidden 
Wroldviews by Wilkens and 
Sanford.

This month I will continue 
with my fifth point. Please see 
last month’s newsletter if you 
missed my first four points.

(5) Let’s start by looking 
further into what I indi-
cated in the last article that 
Naturalism presents a false 
dichotomy between reason 
and faith. The naturalist 
insists that all matter evolved 
from preexisting matter or 
from the laws of physics itself. 
Now don’t ask me to explain 
how the laws of physics could 
create physical matter without 
physical matter to act upon.  
And don’t expect to get an 
explanation for that from 
any naturalists either. It is 
just one of the many absurd 

conclusions the naturalists 
must hold in order to deny, 
at any cost, a creator that 
exists outside of nature. The 
Christian holds the alterna-
tive view that the Creator God 
stands outside of nature and 
created all matter from noth-
ing. I doubt very seriously if 
that part of the Christian’s 
view can be proved and it can’t 
be demonstrated to be a factu-
al statement by naturalism’s 
criteria. However, Wilkens 
and Sanford point out in 
Hidden Worldviews that nat-
uralism cannot demonstrate 
that “matter exists eternal-
ly” is a factual statement by 
the naturalists own criteria 
either. There just isn’t conclu-
sive scientific proof that that 
assertion is a fact. The state-
ment “matter is eternal” is no 
less a faith claim than “God 
created matter”. This fails 
the world view test of consis-
tency. The naturalists, while 
insisting that all must submit 
to human reason and the sci-
entific process and criticizing 
the Christian for holding on 
to faith, has opened the back 
door to the closed system uni-
verse and placed his/her faith 
in a pre-scientific assumption, 

that cannot be proven by sci-
ence, to be the foundation of 
naturalism’s world view.

(6) If the naturalist’s 
assumptions, that the material 
universe is all that exists and 
the universe is a closed system 
(no interference from outside 
the universe), are true, then 
determinism is the logical 
conclusion. If all that exists 
is matter plus physics and 
chemistry then everything 
is the result of the laws of 
physics and chemistry chug-
ging along without direction, 
goal, or purpose. One act in 
nature is linked inextricably 
to the previous act. The most 
complex acts in nature, and 
in humans who live in nature, 
are caused by all the acts pre-
vious to them. There can be no 
free choices, just the ongoing 
affect of physics and chemis-
try. If humans are just part of 
the larger machine universe 
then all human art, history, 
dreams, accomplishments, 
and choices are just mechan-
ical complexity. The mechan-
ical universe does not place 
any special value on man-
kind or mankind’s choices or 
accomplishments. They are all 
just more cogs in the physics 

Please welcome 
our newest  
member, 

Holly Feese!
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and chemistry machine that is 
the universe. However in the 
Humanists Manifesto I and 
II there is much effort to have  
a higher place and greater 
value for human being due to 
greater intelligence, cultural 
sophistication, a sense of right 
and wrong, and other things 
unique to people. In spite of 
the logical conclusions of nat-
uralism there is still the drive 
for meaning and purpose in 
most of its proponents. This 
however is wishful thinking. 
If naturalism is the way things 
are then the strict determin-
ists are correct and all mean-
ing and value die.

(7) Again in Humanists 
Manifesto I and II there is 
much talk about science and 
human reasoning leading to 
progress and a better world. 
Those of you who have caught 
on will recognize the problem 
right away. Science does not 
do progress. Science just does 
science. Science is not going 
anywhere and has not an end 
outside of itself. There is no 
teleology (ultimate purpose…
it is not headed to any intend-
ed goal) in science. Science just 
is. Science does not tell anyone 
that human beings are any 
more special than bacteria. 
There is no reason within nat-
uralism / materialism to place 
a higher value on the survival 
or thriving of humans versus 
anything else in nature. As we 
discovered earlier, the rocks 
have just as much right to be 
valued as people and there 
is reason to suggest that the 
rocks have a greater claim on 
value than people! Science 
does not aim to produce, pre-
serve, or propagate human’s 
desire for purpose meaning, 
or value. To insist to the con-
trary form a consistent natu-
ralists/materialists position, is 

just wishful thinking and/or 
specie-ism!

(8) Naturalism/material-
ism is the basic assumption 
of other world views. It is the 
ground assumption of secu-
lar humanism, classical and 
neo-Marxism, postmodern-
ism, and it is the parent to 
nihilism. James Sire in The 
Universe Next Door explains 
that “Nihilism is a denial of 
any philosophy or worldview 
– a denial of the possibility 
of knowledge, a denial that 
anything is valuable … it even 
denies the reality of existence 
itself. In other words, nihil-
ism is the negation of every-
thing – knowledge, ethics, 
beauty, reality. In nihilism no 
words no statement has valid-
ity; nothing has meaning. 
Everything is gratuitous, de 
trop – that is, just there”.

You see the naturalists has 
three choices: 1 the natural-
ists can, as most naturalists 
do, continue in his/her natu-
ralism and try to resolve the 
conflicts or just “truck on” 

and dismiss all criticisms as 
ignorance; 2 the second option 
would be to take criticisms 
seriously, examine them 
honestly, understand where 
the science leads and doesn’t 
lead and honestly study the 
Biblical Christian’s position; 
or 3 turn to nihilism or some 
other alternative, like new 
age religions or hedonism or 
drugs or political activism to 
try to deal with the ever pres-
ent despair that comes with 
the realization that you are 
trapped in the closed box that 
is the universe.

There is much much more 
that can be learned from the 
references I gave at the top of 
this article. Please take advan-
tage of them. Next month we 
will begin our understanding 
of postmodernism, which 
stands on the shoulders of 
naturalism, but is one of the 
dominate worldviews that is 
affecting our society and the 
church directly today.
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Top 10 Most Memorable Events in the Life of  
Cornerstone in 2021 – Not in Any Order

1. We added four Communicants and had two baptisms 
2. We put together our 15th Feeding B4 Feasting 
3. First time to have a waiting list for VBS
4. Hosting Easter services in person & hosting our own Maundy Thursday service
5. We returned to having Fellowship Events
6. We survived The Big Freeze without significant damage
7. The More Than Conquerors ministry began
8. Echo Youth ministry formed
9. Service project at Agape Ministries
10. Jonathan Shumate’s Installation

By Daka Dyussekov

Dear family in Christ,
Thank you again for pray-

ing for our Christmas party 
with the international stu-
dents last Friday. Praise God 
for bringing a big crowd. I 
think we had over 100 people 
there. For us it's such a great 
opportunity to share the mes-
sage of hope and God's love as 
we share why God became a 
man. Please continue praying 
for the hearts of our students 

Update from Kazakhstan

as we planted the seeds of the 
Gospel. Pray for our follow up. 
A funny, yet interesting quote 
from a student, "I thought 
Christmas was about Santa 
Claus and gifts, now I know 
it's about the coming of Jesus, 
who saves the world."

It's our prayer and desire 
for our students to believe in 
Jesus who is the Savior of the 
world.
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By Carol Kutzer

The beginning of a new 
year is a great time to start a 
Bible reading plan if you don’t 
already have one. There are so 
many plans available to help 
you. Here are some QR codes 
with printable resources and 
online resources.

Ligonier provides a list of 
popular reading plans includ-
ing the Discipleship Journal 
and Book-at-a-Time Bible 
plans.

By Carol Kutzer

Julia Farris has gracious-
ly agreed to volunteer her 
time and efforts as our new 
Volunteer Coordinator. 
Beginning January 1st, she will 
be handling the training and 
scheduling of our Children’s 
Ministry Volunteers and staff.  
She and her family hope to 

Bible.com is an easy way 
to get started, particularly if 
you want to use your phone. 
The app keeps track of what 
you’ve read and opens to the 
next reading each time. You 
can also listen to it read by 
professional readers if you’d 
prefer. You can use that time 
when you are stuck in traffic 
or riding the bus profitably.

Make Reading the Bible a Daily Habit

Sweet News
By Carol Kutzer

The winner of December’s 
Peppermint Candy Game is 
Calvin! 

Congratulations, Calvin! 
His guess of 76 came the 
closest to the total number of 
candies in the jar (77) without 
going over. I’m not sure when 
the next candy game will  
happen. Be on the lookout.

Bible.com

Ligonier.org

return to attending worship 
in person soon, but until then, 
please be sure to contact her 
with any questions you might 
have about volunteering or 
when you are scheduled. You 
can reach her at juliagfarris@
gmail.com or (281) 384-2218.

New Volunteer Coordinator
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By Carol Kutzer

There are many ways you 
can support Cornerstone 
financially. How do you know 
which option is best for you?  
The one that helps you create 
a habit of giving regularly, of 
course.

In Person:
Pro – a great model for your 
kids as they see you giving 
regularly in the offering plate 
or in the box in the foyer. 
Cons – you forget to write the 
check, or you lose it all togeth-
er. (I have found a few in the 
recycle bin.)

By mail:
1351 South Mason Road, Katy, 
TX 77450-4555

Bill Pay:
Use your banking website to 
set up how much and how 
often. Then your bank mails 
the checks like clockwork. 
This is my favorite option!

Financially Supporting Cornerstone
Online:
Currently PayPal handles 
these transactions, but you 
do not need an account to use 
this feature. Pro – those with 
a PayPal account can set up 
regular scheduled payments. 
Con – we are charged a 3% 
service fee.

Charitable Giving Funds:
I hear there are some super 
tax benefits for those who use 
this method.

AmazonSmile:
If you are an Amazon shopper 
you can support Cornerstone  
with every purchase. When 
shopping use our unique 
Amazon Smile Link (smile.
amazon.com/ch/74-2204545). 
Remember, only purchases 
at smile.amazon.com (not 

www.amazon.com) sup-
port charities. The organi-
zation you wish to support 
is Cornerstone Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church.

Good Neighbor Donations:
While these are rare, I still 
occasionally receive a check 
from Randalls Good Neighbor 
donations. If you shop at 
Randalls or Albertsons link 
your frequent shopper card 
to Cornerstone. Our code is 
5009.

Cash Donations:
Cash is always quick and easy. 
However, unless you put your 
cash in an envelope with your 
name on it, there is no way to 
track your giving…if this is 
important to you.

Regardless of the method 
you choose, thank you for 
supporting Cornerstone EPC.

"give, and it will be 
given to you. Good  
measure, pressed 

down, shaken  
together, running over, 

will be put into your 
lap. For with the  

measure you use it 
will be measured 

back to you.” 
Luke 6:38 (ESV)

SessionNotes
By Tom Lott

The Session only had one 
significant business item this 
month, so we cancelled the 
regular meeting.

The business item was 
approval of the proposed 2022 
budget.
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