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Though He Slay Me, I Will Trust in Him
By Carter Sanger

With the coming of Covid 
came a new dilemma for 
Christians in the Western 
world: risk. How do I factor risk 
into my faith? Common sense 
says risk is best approached 
with a cost/benefit analysis. 
Businesses do this all the time. 
The insurance industry is built 
on such. When it comes to 
looking for Biblical wisdom on 
risk, it seems strangely silent. 
Wisdom literature has much to 
say about the dangers of money 
and lust, and the importance of 
hard work and virtue, but little 
about assessing risk to your life. 

That doesn’t mean the Bible 
doesn’t speak to risk. It just 
doesn’t speak to it in the way our 
“common sense” does. When 
it comes to risk for the sake of 
living your faith, risk is not spo-
ken of as a thing to be avoided. 
Instead, it is often commend-
ed. For example the apostle 
Paul writes, “Greet Prisca and 
Aquila, my fellow workers in 
Christ Jesus, who risked their 
necks for my life…” (Romans 
16:3-4) About Onesimus Paul 
writes, “honor such men, for 
he nearly died for the work of 
Christ, risking his life to com-
plete what was lacking in your 
service to me.” (Philippians 
2:29–30) These shouldn’t be a 
surprise to us either as we learn 
to look at life through a Biblical 
lens. After all, Paul writes to 
Timothy, “ fan into flame the 

gift of God…for God gave us 
a spirit not of fear but of pow-
er and love and self-control.” 
(2 Timothy 1:6-7) 

While it is true that some are 
at greater risk than others, it is 
also true that God is in control. 
He is in just as much control 
for the one at high risk as he 
is for the one at low risk. That 
means there is no better place 
to be than in the will of God, 
regardless of the level of risk. 
Peter writes, 

do not be surprised at the 
fiery trial when it comes 
upon you to test you, as 
though something strange 
were happening to you… 
Therefore let those who 
suffer according to God’s 
will entrust their souls to a 
faithful Creator while doing 
good. (1 Peter 4:12–19)
One Christian service that 

people have backed away 
from for fear of risk has been 
corporate worship. While I 
understand the desire to avoid 
unnecessary risk, corporate 
worship is hardly unnecessary. 
It is our calling and privilege. 
Do you believe that God is able 
to protect you as you worship? 
In the Heidelberg catechism we 
are asked each Sunday, “what is 
your only comfort in life and in 
death?” to which we respond, 

That I am not my own, 
but belong—body and soul, 
in life and in death—to my 

faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 
He has fully paid for all my 
sins with his precious blood, 
and has set me free from the 
tyranny of the devil. He also 
watches over me in such a 
way that not a hair can fall 
from my head without the 
will of my Father in heaven; 
in fact, all things must work 
together for my salvation…
Not only does this point out 

the risk that Jesus took for my 
sake but the reward of that risk 
(payment for my sins, freedom 
from the tyranny of the devil 
and the assurance of eternal 
life). And it reminds me that 
he watches over me “in such a 
way that not a hair can fall from 
my head without the will of my 
Father in heaven.” We have a 
component to consider in our 
risk evaluation that the world 
does not have. We have the 
oversight of a God who is active 
in our lives. Too often we live as 
though He isn’t really involved. 

Could God’s will include our 
suffering and even death? Yes, it 
could. The biblical writers often 
tell us to expect suffering when 
we live our faith. This means 
that making it our mission to 
avoid suffering, as culture says 
to do, often puts us on a path 
that runs contrary to the will 
of God. If we suffer while liv-
ing our faith, it is God who is 
ultimately behind it. Job under-
stood this (continued on pg 2)  
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all too well when he said, 
“Though he slay me, I will 
hope in him…” (Job 13:15) 

And yet, Job’s confidence in 
God’s goodness pressed him 
to conclude that God would 
not allow that suffering and 
death to be the end. In the 
next chapter, Job says (in Job 
14:14–15),

14 If a man 
dies, shall he 
live again? 
All the days 
of my service 
I would wait, 
till my renew-
al should 
come. 15 You 
would call, 
and I would 
answer you; 
you would 
long for the work of your 
hands. 
Job knew that God was ulti-

mately in control of his suffer-
ing and was willing to live his 
faith even if it meant death. 
But he also knew that it was 
within God’s power to call 
him back from the dead. His 
hope went beyond the risks 
and rewards of this life.

Some have said, “I’ll come 
back to worship but first...” 
In the eyes of the world this is 
the application of risk assess-
ment. It would appear the 
responsible thing to do. But 
it also reminds me of Jesus' 
words in Luke 9 when the one 
who desired to follow Jesus 
wherever he would go said, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury 
my father.” Jesus’ reply runs  
contrary to cultural common 
sense: “Follow me, and leave 
the dead to bury their own 
dead.” When another said,  
“I will follow you, Lord, but  
let me first say farewell to 

those at my home.” Jesus said 
to him, “No one who puts his 
hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for the kingdom 
of God.” These are startling 
words. The point isn’t that we 
should ignore risks (or other 
things of importance). The 
point is that following Jesus 

takes priority, regardless of 
the risk or the cost. In fact, 
it costs everything to follow 
Jesus.

But it is undoubtedly worth 
it. This is the point of the 
parables of the kingdom in 
Matthew 13.

44 “The kingdom of heaven 
is like treasure hidden in a 
field, which a man found 
and covered up. Then in 
his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that 
field. 45 “Again, the king-
dom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine 
pearls, 46  who, on finding 
one pearl of great value, 
went and sold all that he 
had and bought it. 
So, let us live our faith in 

the face of uncertainty and 
the face of risk. God is able to 
protect us. If for some reason 
he chooses not to protect us 
from the present risk, He will 
one day call us back from the 
grave. 

What then shall we 
say to these things? If 
God is for us, who can be 
against us? He who did 
not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, 
how will he not also with 
him graciously give us all 
things? Who shall bring 

any charge 
against God’s 
elect? It is 
God who jus-
tifies. Who is 
to condemn? 
Christ Jesus 
is the one 
who died—
more than 
that, who was 
raised—who 
is at the right 
hand of God, 

who indeed is interceding 
for us. Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or dis-
tress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword? As it is 
written, “For your sake we 
are being killed all the day 
long; we are regarded as 
sheep to be slaughtered.” 
No, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 
For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels 
nor rulers, nor things pres-
ent nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height 
nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 
8:31-39, boldness mine)

So, let us live  
our faith  

in the face of  
uncertainty and  
the face of risk. 

God is able  
to protect us. 

If for some reason  
he chooses not  
to protect us  

from the  
present risk ,  

He will one day  
call us back  

from the grave.
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The Presbytery of the Gulf 
South was hosted by the 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Laurel, Mississippi 
on January 28-29, 2022. It was 
attended in person by Nathan 
Cotton, Moderator Jonathan 
and Beverly Tucker and  
virtually by Allen White, 
and Gene and Linda Cover  
representing Cornerstone. 
This was Jonathan’s last  
meeting as moderator after 
serving heroically for two 
years during the pandemic. 
Well done, Jonathan.

Of particular note is 
that Nick and Amanda 
Unnerstall’s return to 
Lebanon is uncertain at this 
time owing to the explosion 
and unrest there. Cornerstone 
has supported their ministry 
in the past.

The following summary 
was provided by Stated Clerk, 
Michael Herrin. 

On Friday, we began with 
worship, breaking the bread 
of the Lord’s Supper together. 
That evening, we dined amid 
the splendors of the Lauren 
Rogers Museum of Art,  
and afterwards the har-
dy souls who were willing 
to brave the chill enjoyed  
outdoor conversations over 
libations and tobacco. Just a 
few of the other highlights  
of the meeting included:

We welcomed our General 
Assembly Stated Clerk,  
the Rev. Dr. Dean Weaver. 
Dean preached a powerful 
sermon, challenging all of 
us to remember that the E in 
EPC means we are dedicated 
to evangelism.

We also installed a new 
moderator, TE Hector 
Reynoso, Pastor of Genesis 
Presbyterian Church in 

January Presbytery Meeting
By Gene Cover and Michael Herrin

Mercedes, Texas.
We reinstated the 

Candidacy of Brandon 
Fremion, a member of City of 
Refuge Church in Houston, 
Texas, and welcomed under 
care Colton Underwood, a 
member of First Presbyterian 
Church in Baton Rouge.

We heard a report from TE 
Bill Crawford on hurricane 
relief efforts in and around 
Houma and Thibodaux, 
Louisiana. Bill thanked 
both the Presbytery and the 
General Assembly for our 
thoughts, prayers, and con-
tributions toward this project 
– including the donation of 
2600 volunteer hours.

We were challenged by the 
New Church Development 
and Support Committee to 
think about how we can seek 
to plant churches in our own 
communities.

Although TE Ron Pierce was 
granted Honorably Retired 
Status at our September meet-
ing, we acknowledged Ron for 
his years of service as both a 
chaplain and a pastor.

We heard a report from 
Dean Weaver on the General 
Assembly’s strategic prior-
ities, and the possibility of 
making a change in the way 
the Assembly asks congrega-
tions for contributions:   away 
from a Per Member amount 
and towards a percent-
age of income dedicated to 
operations.

We heard a challenging ser-
mon from TE James Daniels, 
a church planter in Chelsea, 
Alabama and member of 
Central South Presbytery. 
James preached from Ruth 
chapter 2, urging us all to 
welcome the outsiders in our 
communities and to show 

true hospitality to them in 
both our congregations and in 
our homes.

We approved all of the over-
tures descending from the 
General Assembly.

We heard the report of 
TE Bob Vincent, Presbytery 
Facilitator, who urged us to 
pursue opportunities to plant 
churches in the Rio Grande 
Valley, the Shreveport/Bossier 
City area, and the Lake 
Charles area.

We were challenged by TE 
Bryan Rhodes, chairman of 
our Pastoral Care Committee, 
to reach out and encourage 
the pastors around us.

We were reminded of the 
retreat being planned for our 
pastors’ wives, which will 
take place October 14-16, 
2022 at the Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, LA. Every con-
gregation was urged to make 
it possible for all who are eli-
gible to attend.

We heard about a new 
discipleship manual writ-
ten by TE Hector Reynoso, 
“Walking with Jesus: Family 
Discipleship.” Copies will be 
distributed electronically very 
soon.

We dissolved the Faith 
Vietnamese mission church, 
and offered prayers for its 
members.

We approved the cre-
ation of a new Nominating 
Committee, and staffed it 
with members.

We approved a memori-
al for TE Gary Miller, who 
departed this life on January 
9, 2022.

Our next stated meeting is 
scheduled for April 22 and 
23 at Woodland Presbyterian 
Church in New Orleans, LA.
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Session Highlights
By Gene Cover

Gene filled in for Tom as 
Clerk of Session while Tom & 
Linda entertained their pas-
tor from when they were in 
Egypt.

For our devotional, Carter 
shared a faith-building expe-
rience he had with Lauren 
Torregano last week when 
they visited Jim Kolesar in 
the hospital. She had been 
seeking words of wisdom and 
solace from the scriptures 
and on that particular day 
didn’t know where to look. 
At random, she chose Psalm 
41.  Verses 1-3 spoke to her 
powerfully: “1Blessed is the 
one who considers the poor! In 
the day of trouble the LORD 
delivers him; 2the LORD pro-
tects him and keeps him alive; 
he is called blessed in the land; 
you do not give him up to the 
will of his enemies. 3The LORD 
sustains him on his sickbed; 

in his illness you restore him 
to full health.” We should all 
be encouraged by this testi-
mony of God’s goodness and 
care for us. Those of you on 
the prayer chain know that 
Jim has considerable hurdles 
ahead of him, and we all need 
to keep him and his family in 
our prayers.

A period of prayer followed 
where we shared our prayer 
concerns and prayed. Praying 
is one of the very important 
works in which we all can 
participate.

Session approved the 
Deacons request to replace the 
large (ten ton) air conditioner 
in the sanctuary this spring.  
It was felt prudent to do this 
now before it fails. The AC 
unit has outlived its expected 
lifetime by a substantial mar-
gin (it may be the original unit 
installed when the building 

was built in the 1980’s). If we 
wait until it fails, we run the 
risk of it quitting during the 
summer when demand for AC 
service is high and parts may 
be hard to obtain.

The Deacons will be pri-
oritizing the projects for our 
campus: there are more things 
to be done than we have mon-
ey for at the present time.

In the Congregational 
Meeting on February 20, the 
2022 Budget will be voted on.  
The total budget is $337,564, 
which is down from last year’s 
budget of $380,000. Income in 
2021 fell short of expenses by 
$43,000 so a reduction in the 
budget seemed in order. The 
other purpose of the meeting 
is elect Deacons and Elders for 
the class of 2024. See article 
elsewhere in this newsletter.
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Update from Our Kazakh Friends
By Daka Yarmekbyev

We hope everything is great 
with you and your family!

Aliya and I are so grateful 
that everything in Kazakhstan 
seems back to normal after the 
riots and the violent unrest of 
early January. We pray that 
good changes will come. It’s 
been a good reminder not 
to take seasons of peace and 
stability for granted. No mat-
ter where we live, God is our 
refuge in times of trouble and 
we rest in the shelter of His 
wings!

As you might remember 
from our latest newsletter 
(Dec.27th) we shared about 
two Christmas events: for 
G-Force Academy students 
and Christmas for disabled 
people, however, due to the 
situation in our country we 
haven't had a chance to give 
you more information.

Christmas at G-Force 
Academy. It was our first 
Christmas party for our stu-
dents. We organized this event 
only for kids (8-15yrs old). In 
our invitations it was writ-
ten Christmas Celebration. 
Therefore, some parents didn't 
allow their kids to join the 

party because of their reli-
gious prejudices. Anyway, 
we gave Christmas presents 
for those kids who couldn't 
come later. It was a good time 
to share why people celebrate 
Christmas in the West and 
some other English-speaking 
countries. In generally, during 
the Christmas season, Aliya 
as a teacher was able to devote 
some lessons to Christmas. 
One boy, was so curious about 
it, since he had never heard 
anything about Christmas 
before. So, he surfed the 
Internet to find out more 
information about Christmas. 
The next day during the les-
son he started sharing the 
story of Jesus Crucifixion 
front of everyone. Aliya was 
amazed to see how God works 
miraculously in the hearts 
of these kids. Christmas for 
disabled people. It was very 
unique time. 45 people came. 
It was clear that all the invited 
people came with great plea-
sure, because they love to get 
together and have fellowship. 
They attentively listened to 
the Christmas sermon and 
after the party did not want to 
go homes for a long time.

Liberty Classical -
Cornerstone Evangelical

Presbyterian

Sunday, March 27
1:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Fellowship Hall

FREE T-SHIRTS & A TICKET
TO BIG RIVERS WATER PARK

& ADVENTURES AS A GIFT
FOR YOUR LIFESAVING

DONATION!

Questions? Contact:
Katie Nippress
(832) 271-9255

Sponsor Code: LIBC 

I am so excited to announce that we are hosting  
another blood drive! If you want to donate, scan 

the QR code to make an appointment.
 

You can also help by inviting  
a friend to donate with you. 

-Keeghan Gourlay

Women of Cornerstone 
Ladies mark your calendars  
and save Saturday, April 30  

for our “Spring into Summer Brunch”  
from 9:00 - 11:00am at the fellowship hall & patio. 

More details will be in the April newsletter. 

Save t he Date!
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What is Postmodernism & Why Do I Need to Know That?
By Sam Downing

First…a disclaimer. There First…a disclaimer. There 
are many volumes written are many volumes written 
about postmodernism, its about postmodernism, its 
history, its main ideas, and history, its main ideas, and 
its implications in all areas of its implications in all areas of 
life. In this very brief series life. In this very brief series 
of articles I can but touch on of articles I can but touch on 
some of the points I consid-some of the points I consid-
er most important for us to er most important for us to 
understand and at that they understand and at that they 
will be painfully incomplete will be painfully incomplete 
and brief. For your greater and brief. For your greater 
understanding I refer you to understanding I refer you to 
the resources at the end of this the resources at the end of this 
article.article.

Dr. Ligon Duncan, Dr. Ligon Duncan, 
President of RTS, responds President of RTS, responds 
in an online lecture given at in an online lecture given at 
RTS Jackson to the question, RTS Jackson to the question, 
“Look, talking about all this “Look, talking about all this 
philosophy/theology stuff philosophy/theology stuff 
is nice but my marriage is is nice but my marriage is 
falling apart”; or “My kids falling apart”; or “My kids 
are out of control”, or “I am are out of control”, or “I am 
having a tough time paying having a tough time paying 
my bills”… so why in the my bills”… so why in the 
world would I spend my time world would I spend my time 
talking about something like talking about something like 
postmodernism? Dr. Duncan postmodernism? Dr. Duncan 
believes there are at least two believes there are at least two 
good reasons: (1) if you don’t good reasons: (1) if you don’t 
understand postmodernism, understand postmodernism, 
you don’t understand the you don’t understand the 
times in which we live and; (2) times in which we live and; (2) 
if a non-Christian believes the if a non-Christian believes the 
things that Postmodernism things that Postmodernism 
assumes, it can inoculate that assumes, it can inoculate that 
person to the gospel.person to the gospel.

Romans 13:11-14 reads Romans 13:11-14 reads 
“And do this, knowing the “And do this, knowing the 
times, that now it is high time times, that now it is high time 
to awake out of sleep … The to awake out of sleep … The 
night is far spent, the day is night is far spent, the day is 
at hand. Therefore, let us cast at hand. Therefore, let us cast 
off the works of the darkness, off the works of the darkness, 
and let us put on the armor of and let us put on the armor of 
light. Let us walk properly…light. Let us walk properly…
put on the Lord Jesus Christ…”put on the Lord Jesus Christ…”  
George Bana (George Bana (The Frog in the The Frog in the 
Kettle; What Christians Need Kettle; What Christians Need 
to Know About Life in the to Know About Life in the 
Year 2000Year 2000) observes that most ) observes that most 

Christians do not perceive Christians do not perceive 
the Church to be in the midst the Church to be in the midst 
of the most severe struggle of the most severe struggle 
it has faced in centuries. If it has faced in centuries. If 
Christians are to live and Christians are to live and 
minister effectively in the minister effectively in the 
post-modern world and avoid post-modern world and avoid 
its temptations, they must its temptations, they must 
understand the spirit of the understand the spirit of the 
age.age.

The author Leith Anderson The author Leith Anderson 
((A Church for the 21st CenturyA Church for the 21st Century) ) 
states that we are experi-states that we are experi-
encing enormous structural encing enormous structural 
change in our country and change in our country and 
in our world; change great-in our world; change great-
er than the invention of the er than the invention of the 
printing press, greater than printing press, greater than 
the Industrial Revolution the Industrial Revolution 
and Christians dare not be and Christians dare not be 
blind to change of this mag-blind to change of this mag-
nitude. Dr Francis Schaeffer nitude. Dr Francis Schaeffer 
points out in his books and points out in his books and 
in the film series in the film series How Shall How Shall 
We Then LiveWe Then Live (which you  (which you 
can view on Netflix) that can view on Netflix) that 
Western culture has gone Western culture has gone 
through many phases; from through many phases; from 
the pre-Roman to the Roman the pre-Roman to the Roman 
culture, to the Middle Ages, culture, to the Middle Ages, 
to the Renaissance and the to the Renaissance and the 
Enlightenment, to modern-Enlightenment, to modern-
ism which gave rise to roman-ism which gave rise to roman-
ticism and scientific mate-ticism and scientific mate-
rialism, Marxism, fascism, rialism, Marxism, fascism, 
positivism, and existentialism. positivism, and existentialism. 
The church has been battling The church has been battling 
modernism with its emphasis modernism with its emphasis 
on humanism and its reliance on humanism and its reliance 
on human reason alone to on human reason alone to 
understand truth, both within understand truth, both within 
the church (think of the liber-the church (think of the liber-
al/fundamentalist battles) and al/fundamentalist battles) and 
in the marketplace for over in the marketplace for over 
100 years (I refer you to the 100 years (I refer you to the 
previous articles on natural-previous articles on natural-
ism/materialism). However, ism/materialism). However, 
both the Christian and the both the Christian and the 
modernist believed that there modernist believed that there 
was truth and that truth could was truth and that truth could 
be found. Today we live in be found. Today we live in 
the world of postmodernism. the world of postmodernism. 

Postmodernists are attack-Postmodernists are attack-
ing Christianity on differ-ing Christianity on differ-
ent grounds. The claims of ent grounds. The claims of 
Christianity are not denied Christianity are not denied 
by the postmodernists; they by the postmodernists; they 
are rejected all together are rejected all together 
because they purport to be because they purport to be 
true. Postmodernism and true. Postmodernism and 
the postmodern culture it the postmodern culture it 
has produced (Yes, ideas do has produced (Yes, ideas do 
have consequences in the have consequences in the 
real world!), who believe that real world!), who believe that 
there is no absolute truth and there is no absolute truth and 
therefore no absolutes, will therefore no absolutes, will 
dismiss those who reject rela-dismiss those who reject rela-
tivism and believe in and live tivism and believe in and live 
in the light of absolute truth, in the light of absolute truth, 
as trying to force their beliefs as trying to force their beliefs 
on others. Such people and on others. Such people and 
ideas are ignorant and bigot-ideas are ignorant and bigot-
ed at best and fascists, haters, ed at best and fascists, haters, 
oppressors, and/or subver-oppressors, and/or subver-
sives at worst. It’s a whole new sives at worst. It’s a whole new 
ballgame. ballgame. 

Where do we begin? I sug-Where do we begin? I sug-
gest we look first at where gest we look first at where 
postmodernism comes from. postmodernism comes from. 
Post-modern implies after Post-modern implies after 
the modern. In the history the modern. In the history 
of ideas and systems of ideas of ideas and systems of ideas 
proposed by humankind, the proposed by humankind, the 
next way of understanding next way of understanding 
the word has always been, at the word has always been, at 
least initially, a reaction to least initially, a reaction to 
the present or immediately the present or immediately 
past way of understanding past way of understanding 
the world. The same is true the world. The same is true 
of postmodernism. So to of postmodernism. So to 
understand postmodern-understand postmodern-
ism we need to take a look at ism we need to take a look at 
modernism. And, therefore, modernism. And, therefore, 
in order to understand the in order to understand the 
modern we must take a quick modern we must take a quick 
look at the premodern, the look at the premodern, the 
time and ideas that dominat-time and ideas that dominat-
ed before the modern period. ed before the modern period. 
Let's start with the Greeks in Let's start with the Greeks in 
the premodern period. The the premodern period. The 
ancient Greeks started with ancient Greeks started with 
mythological paganism, but mythological paganism, but 
forged a mixture of pagan forged a mixture of pagan 
mythology and classical mythology and classical 
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rationalism (think Plato and rationalism (think Plato and 
Aristotle). Christianity both Aristotle). Christianity both 
challenged and fulfilled the challenged and fulfilled the 
worldview of the Greeks. The worldview of the Greeks. The 
Biblical and Classical world-Biblical and Classical world-
view both agreed that there view both agreed that there 
was a transcendent reality was a transcendent reality 
beyond this world, to which beyond this world, to which 
this world owed its meaning. this world owed its meaning. 
They agreed that the phys-They agreed that the phys-
ical world was orderly and ical world was orderly and 
knowable; they agreed on knowable; they agreed on 
the objectivity of truth and the objectivity of truth and 
on intellectual absolutes. The on intellectual absolutes. The 
Greek perspective relied too Greek perspective relied too 
much on human reason and much on human reason and 
downplayed human sinful-downplayed human sinful-
ness. Nevertheless, Augustine ness. Nevertheless, Augustine 
found that he could draw on found that he could draw on 
Plato to help formulate his rig-Plato to help formulate his rig-
orously Christian Theology. orously Christian Theology. 
In the Middle Ages, Thomas In the Middle Ages, Thomas 
Aquinas attempted to synthe-Aquinas attempted to synthe-
size the Bible with Aristotle.size the Bible with Aristotle.

For over a thousand years, For over a thousand years, 
Western civilization was Western civilization was 
dominated by this uneasy dominated by this uneasy 
mingling of world views mingling of world views 
– the Biblical revelation, – the Biblical revelation, 
classical rationalism, and classical rationalism, and 
remnants of native pagan remnants of native pagan 
mythologies. In the 1500s mythologies. In the 1500s 
and 1600s the Renaissance and 1600s the Renaissance 
discovered humanism and discovered humanism and 
rediscovered and reasserted rediscovered and reasserted 
Greeks classical rationalism Greeks classical rationalism 
and the Reformation redis-and the Reformation redis-
covered and reasserted the covered and reasserted the 
Bible. Gene Edward Veith Bible. Gene Edward Veith 
(Postmodern Times) asserts (Postmodern Times) asserts 
that Christianity should that Christianity should 
not be identified exclusively not be identified exclusively 
with premodern civiliza-with premodern civiliza-
tion, anymore than it should tion, anymore than it should 
be identified with any other be identified with any other 
humanly devised institution. humanly devised institution. 
Still, after a while, Christian Still, after a while, Christian 
assumptions acquired a spe-assumptions acquired a spe-
cial authority. Most people cial authority. Most people 
assumed that God is real and assumed that God is real and 
must be taken into account. must be taken into account. 
Good is in conflict with evil. Good is in conflict with evil. 

Human beings are sinful, Human beings are sinful, 
yet they are valuable and the yet they are valuable and the 
object of God’s salvation. object of God’s salvation. 
Nature is God’s creations, Nature is God’s creations, 
but there is a reality beyond but there is a reality beyond 
nature. Neither humanity, nature. Neither humanity, 
nor society, nor nature is nor society, nor nature is 
autonomous. All are utterly autonomous. All are utterly 
dependent on the sovereignty dependent on the sovereignty 
of God.of God.

The turning away from this The turning away from this 
understanding, the turning understanding, the turning 
away from Biblical super-away from Biblical super-
naturalism, can be traced to naturalism, can be traced to 
Renaissance humanism. The Renaissance humanism. The 
Modern world began in the Modern world began in the 
1700s with the Enlightenment. 1700s with the Enlightenment. 
The age of reason, scientific The age of reason, scientific 
discovery, and human auton-discovery, and human auton-
omy characterizes this period. omy characterizes this period. 
The Enlightenment thinkers The Enlightenment thinkers 
were not entirely rejecting were not entirely rejecting 
religion. They sought to devise religion. They sought to devise 
a rational religion, a faith that a rational religion, a faith that 
did not depend upon revela-did not depend upon revela-
tion. The result was Deism. tion. The result was Deism. 
They rejected Christianity They rejected Christianity 
but did affirm the exis-but did affirm the exis-
tence of God, at least at first. tence of God, at least at first. 
Enlightenment rationalism Enlightenment rationalism 
saw the whole universe as a saw the whole universe as a 
closed natural system of cause closed natural system of cause 
and effect. Every phenomenon and effect. Every phenomenon 
must be understood in terms must be understood in terms 
of a cause from within the sys-of a cause from within the sys-
tem. Enlightenment thinkers tem. Enlightenment thinkers 
at first related moral absolutes at first related moral absolutes 
to their deity. But soon people to their deity. But soon people 
began to answer ethical ques-began to answer ethical ques-
tions in terms of the closed tions in terms of the closed 
system. Utilitarianism was system. Utilitarianism was 
born. Moral issues were not born. Moral issues were not 
decided by appealing to tran-decided by appealing to tran-
scendent absolutes (the Bible) scendent absolutes (the Bible) 
but by studying the effect of but by studying the effect of 
an action upon the whole of an action upon the whole of 
society. Utilitarianism is the society. Utilitarianism is the 
view that justified slavery, view that justified slavery, 
exploitive child labor, and the exploitive child labor, and the 
starvation of the poor, all in starvation of the poor, all in 
the name of economic efficien-the name of economic efficien-
cy (Veith, p34). Darwinism in cy (Veith, p34). Darwinism in 

the 19th century removed the the 19th century removed the 
need for any kind of creator need for any kind of creator 
and nature became complete-and nature became complete-
ly self-contained. Science ly self-contained. Science 
could now explain everything could now explain everything 
and scientism was born. The and scientism was born. The 
Logical Positivists posited Logical Positivists posited 
that any statement that could that any statement that could 
not be verified empirically not be verified empirically 
(i.e. by the scientific method (i.e. by the scientific method 
… like theological, metaphys-… like theological, metaphys-
ical, aesthetical, and moral ical, aesthetical, and moral 
statement) are meaningless. statement) are meaningless. 
Social “sciences” were born. Social “sciences” were born. 
Economics were re-thought Economics were re-thought 
and re-engineered. The most and re-engineered. The most 
throughgoing attempt to throughgoing attempt to 
remake society and human remake society and human 
beings according to a ratio-beings according to a ratio-
nalistic theory can through nalistic theory can through 
the imposition of Marx’s dia-the imposition of Marx’s dia-
lectical materialism on a vast lectical materialism on a vast 
percentage of the world’s pop-percentage of the world’s pop-
ulation. The Enlightenment ulation. The Enlightenment 
tradition, Modernism, tried to tradition, Modernism, tried to 
find ways of doing without the find ways of doing without the 
supernatural. Nothing was supernatural. Nothing was 
excluded from the sovereignty excluded from the sovereignty 
of human intellect.of human intellect.

As we discussed in the As we discussed in the 
last articles on Materialism/last articles on Materialism/
Naturalism denying a trans- Naturalism denying a trans- 
empirical reality (something empirical reality (something 
that is outside of nature/the that is outside of nature/the 
universe that gives it mean-universe that gives it mean-
ing i.e. the Biblical God) ing i.e. the Biblical God) 
human kind are left with human kind are left with 
physics and chemistry and physics and chemistry and 
blind chance that leads to no blind chance that leads to no 
ultimate meaning or purpose. ultimate meaning or purpose. 
Dr. Francis Shaeffer called Dr. Francis Shaeffer called 
this living below the line of this living below the line of 
despair. Because very few  despair. Because very few  
people can live with that  people can live with that  
reality, one would expect, and reality, one would expect, and 
indeed there were, revolts indeed there were, revolts 
against the logical implica-against the logical implica-
tions of the rational materi-tions of the rational materi-
alism of modernism. To look alism of modernism. To look 
at just one, in the late 1800s at just one, in the late 1800s 
we see the emergence the  we see the emergence the  
(continued on pg 10)(continued on pg 10)
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Update from Haven
By Nathan Cotton

Greetings Cornerstone! I hope all is well across the parking lot. Greetings Cornerstone! I hope all is well across the parking lot. 
This year has already proved to be both encouraging and chal-This year has already proved to be both encouraging and chal-
lenging at Haven. There are several things we are celebrating and lenging at Haven. There are several things we are celebrating and 
at the same time challenges we are praying through as we navi-at the same time challenges we are praying through as we navi-
gate 2022.gate 2022.

There are several things that we are celebrating. First, our There are several things that we are celebrating. First, our 
fourth birthday as a congregation is this March. To me that is just fourth birthday as a congregation is this March. To me that is just 
crazy. I remember vividly sitting in a session meeting pitching crazy. I remember vividly sitting in a session meeting pitching 
the idea of Haven to the session. Mark Williams had just found the idea of Haven to the session. Mark Williams had just found 
the hidden hot sauce in the fridge, and him and I were pouring the hidden hot sauce in the fridge, and him and I were pouring 
it all over our pot roast when Carter said, “Nathan you are up on it all over our pot roast when Carter said, “Nathan you are up on 
the agenda.” I pulled out my notes and with full gusto explained the agenda.” I pulled out my notes and with full gusto explained 
how we had an opportunity to plant a church and reach people how we had an opportunity to plant a church and reach people 
who don’t go to church. Five years later you guys have contin-who don’t go to church. Five years later you guys have contin-
ued to fuel this ministry with resources most planters only get to ued to fuel this ministry with resources most planters only get to 
dream about.dream about.

I have had the opportunity to marry serval of our young sin-I have had the opportunity to marry serval of our young sin-
gles this year (as in perform the ceremony, not as sister wives). gles this year (as in perform the ceremony, not as sister wives). 
Alisa and I walked with each of them through premarital coun-Alisa and I walked with each of them through premarital coun-
seling and watched them develop tools for loving each other and seling and watched them develop tools for loving each other and 
sustaining a Christ centered and joyful marriage. We are not the sustaining a Christ centered and joyful marriage. We are not the 
counseling wizards that Sam is, but we are absolutely products of counseling wizards that Sam is, but we are absolutely products of 
his lay counseling ministry. In addition to new marriages many his lay counseling ministry. In addition to new marriages many 
of our married couples are having babies! Including one of our of our married couples are having babies! Including one of our 
elders in training, Ben Debruler. elders in training, Ben Debruler. 

Our core group in 2022 looks completely different than it did Our core group in 2022 looks completely different than it did 
in 2018. Drew Itchon (I believe) is the only survivor from the in 2018. Drew Itchon (I believe) is the only survivor from the 
early days. We lost a significant amount of people in 2021, but early days. We lost a significant amount of people in 2021, but 
those who have stuck it out with us are indeed the most commit-those who have stuck it out with us are indeed the most commit-
ted people we have ever had. This is a real blessing because most ted people we have ever had. This is a real blessing because most 
of our current people either became Christians at Haven or had of our current people either became Christians at Haven or had 
been out of the church for decades. This gives us a real edge in been out of the church for decades. This gives us a real edge in 
attracting and reaching non-Christian people living in Katy, TX. attracting and reaching non-Christian people living in Katy, TX. 
However, this isn’t to suggest we are not facing any challenges However, this isn’t to suggest we are not facing any challenges 
this year. this year. 

As many of you may already know Alisa was diagnosed with As many of you may already know Alisa was diagnosed with 
a rare auto-immune disease towards the end of last year. As you a rare auto-immune disease towards the end of last year. As you 
can imagine this has presented many personal challenges to our can imagine this has presented many personal challenges to our 
family in the midst of church planting. She has had to pull way family in the midst of church planting. She has had to pull way 
back on various activities she was leading and really focus on back on various activities she was leading and really focus on 
her health. We have good weeks and bad weeks. She truly is a her health. We have good weeks and bad weeks. She truly is a 

champion in every sense of the word. champion in every sense of the word. 
As I mentioned we lost several families this past year. The rea-As I mentioned we lost several families this past year. The rea-

sons for this varied from, streaming church became more appeal-sons for this varied from, streaming church became more appeal-
ing, meeting in the afternoons became too difficult for families ing, meeting in the afternoons became too difficult for families 
with small kids, and other reasons no one has told me. Where with small kids, and other reasons no one has told me. Where 
2021 was the year of families leaving, 2022 is the year we are feel-2021 was the year of families leaving, 2022 is the year we are feel-
ing the financial gaps in their absence. To this end, we are going ing the financial gaps in their absence. To this end, we are going 
back to the drawing board and reevaluating our church plant-back to the drawing board and reevaluating our church plant-
ing model. The blessing of COVID (if I may say that) has been ing model. The blessing of COVID (if I may say that) has been 
some fascinating studies done on strategic bivocational models in some fascinating studies done on strategic bivocational models in 
church planting. This is a route we are heavily considering going church planting. This is a route we are heavily considering going 
forward. forward. 

I am very thankful for you Cornerstone. Your love and support I am very thankful for you Cornerstone. Your love and support 
for me and my family has been very energizing to us these past for me and my family has been very energizing to us these past 
years. Would you be so kind as to remember Alisa and I in your years. Would you be so kind as to remember Alisa and I in your 
prayers? Some weeks are great, other weeks, to be honest, I am prayers? Some weeks are great, other weeks, to be honest, I am 
ready to throw in the towel. ready to throw in the towel. 

Luke 10:17-20 has brought me tremendous peace during these Luke 10:17-20 has brought me tremendous peace during these 
past difficult months. After Jesus’ disciples are sent out to do the past difficult months. After Jesus’ disciples are sent out to do the 
ministry of healing, casting out demons, and serving the poor ministry of healing, casting out demons, and serving the poor 
they come back to Jesus, and they are so excited about what they they come back to Jesus, and they are so excited about what they 
were able to do! “Lord even the demons are subject to us in your were able to do! “Lord even the demons are subject to us in your 
name!” If I am honest this is how I expected church planting to name!” If I am honest this is how I expected church planting to 
be. I thought by now we would be a large church, with our own be. I thought by now we would be a large church, with our own 
building, setting records with yearly adult baptisms. However, building, setting records with yearly adult baptisms. However, 
this is just not the case. I find myself frequently thinking, “What this is just not the case. I find myself frequently thinking, “What 
is wrong with me?” “Why is this so hard?” “Why can’t I get this is wrong with me?” “Why is this so hard?” “Why can’t I get this 
off the ground?” But the way Jesus responds to his disciples off the ground?” But the way Jesus responds to his disciples 
reforms my heart and mind. Jesus tells them when they return, reforms my heart and mind. Jesus tells them when they return, 
“Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subjected to you, but “Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subjected to you, but 
rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” I am learning to rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” I am learning to 
believe this. I am learning that my heart finds it rest and joy in believe this. I am learning that my heart finds it rest and joy in 
Christ, not all thing things I think I could be accomplishing for Christ, not all thing things I think I could be accomplishing for 
Christ. If I have learned anything from church planting it is this, Christ. If I have learned anything from church planting it is this, 
that God uses broken things, like me, weak things, like me, tired that God uses broken things, like me, weak things, like me, tired 
things, like me, sinners, like me, to accomplish his purposes in things, like me, sinners, like me, to accomplish his purposes in 
his time. Out of all the lives that have been transformed at Haven, his time. Out of all the lives that have been transformed at Haven, 
I believe mine has been the most transformed. For that I thank I believe mine has been the most transformed. For that I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. I love you all and I am so proud you from the bottom of my heart. I love you all and I am so proud 
of you all! of you all! 
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By Tom Lott

The Cornerstone EPC The Cornerstone EPC 
congregation met after the congregation met after the 
10:30am worship service on 10:30am worship service on 
February 20th in order to February 20th in order to 
vote to approve the proposed vote to approve the proposed 
2022 budget, approve the 2022 budget, approve the 
pastors’ terms of call, and  pastors’ terms of call, and  
to elect officers for the Class to elect officers for the Class 
of 2024. Mifflin Dove was of 2024. Mifflin Dove was 
nominated as Ruling Elder, nominated as Ruling Elder, 
and Todd Glover as Deacon. and Todd Glover as Deacon. 
Sam Downing and Gene Sam Downing and Gene 
Cover, Ruling Elders, and Cover, Ruling Elders, and 
Steve Bressler, Deacon were Steve Bressler, Deacon were 
nominated to serve additional nominated to serve additional 
three-year terms. A quorum three-year terms. A quorum 
consisting of 44 members consisting of 44 members 
was present and the agenda was present and the agenda 

February Congregational Meeting

was adopted.was adopted.
Carter turned the meet-Carter turned the meet-

ing over to Mark Williams, ing over to Mark Williams, 
the Diaconate Moderator; he the Diaconate Moderator; he 
introduced John Barrett who introduced John Barrett who 
presented the proposed bud-presented the proposed bud-
get. Please remember to thank get. Please remember to thank 
John, Mark, and Mifflin for John, Mark, and Mifflin for 
their diligent work in putting their diligent work in putting 
together the presentation. together the presentation. 
John proceeded to explain the John proceeded to explain the 
necessary changes that need-necessary changes that need-
ed to be made in the proposed ed to be made in the proposed 
2022 budget because giving 2022 budget because giving 
in 2021 had been substan-in 2021 had been substan-
tially lower than expected. tially lower than expected. 
Carter Sanger’s and Jonathan Carter Sanger’s and Jonathan 
Shumate’s compensation Shumate’s compensation 

packages were presented and packages were presented and 
approved. The overall 2022 approved. The overall 2022 
budget was then approved by budget was then approved by 
the congregation. Please pray the congregation. Please pray 
that Cornerstone will be able that Cornerstone will be able 
to restore the Missions por-to restore the Missions por-
tion of the budget to 10% of tion of the budget to 10% of 
total giving in 2022.total giving in 2022.

The congregation vot-The congregation vot-
ed and approved the Class ed and approved the Class 
of 2024 officers mentioned of 2024 officers mentioned 
above. Mifflin and Todd will above. Mifflin and Todd will 
be ordained and installed at be ordained and installed at 
a future worship service, and a future worship service, and 
Sam, Gene, and Steve will be Sam, Gene, and Steve will be 
installed.installed.

Stepping Stones kicked off the spring semester with a lesson in bread baking. Ev-
elyn Saugier shared her mother's recipe for Easy Do Sweet Bread with the girls. 
They discussed how a little bit a yeast leavens a whole loaf, just as spreading the 

gospel helps build the kindgdom of God.

They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women  

to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure,  

working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands,  

that the word of God may not be reviled. - Titus 2:3

Stepping Stones
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What is Post-Modernism?
(continued from pg 7)

Romantic movement. If rea-
son and science only lead to 
the loneliness of the cold uni-
verse without love or meaning 
then maybe feeling/emotions 
can find meaning for human 
kind. And that could have 
been a great place to start a 
return to a Biblical world and 
life view but the romantics 
had bought into the closed 
universe. They saw the pry-
ing eye of a Biblical God and 
the rational ordered society 
of the Victorian era with its 
repressive sexual norms as 
detriment to the sexual libera-
tion and autonomous freedom 
they sought. One could make 
an argument that the roman-
tics succeeded in their goals of 
sexual liberation for society by 
looking at what is going on in 
American culture today with 
sexual and identity liberation. 
However their success appears 
to be the logical extension of 
modernism rather than an 
alternative to it. One can say 
that the Romantics failed by 
succeeding.

Dr. James Sire (The Universe 
Next Door, p219) gives a  
great chart comparing the 
premodern world view with 
the modern worldview:
Premodern (think Middle 
Ages and before)

1. Concern for a just society
based on revelation from
a just God.

2. A revealed determinate
metanarrative (world and
life view).

3. Acceptance of meta-
narrative revealed by 
God in Scripture.

4. Human being dignified
by being created in the
image of God.

5. Morality based on
the character of a
transcendent God who
is good and who has
revealed that goodness
to us.

Postmodernism (think 
Renaissance/Enlightenment 
until 1972 with the  
demolition of the Pruitt-Igoe 
development or 1989 with the 
fall of Soviet Communism 
represented by the opening of 
the Berlin Wall)
1. Universal human reason

as a guide to justice.
2. Autonomous human

reason with access to
truth of correspondence
(truth corresponds to
something real in the real
world)

3. A metanarrative of uni-
versal human reason
yielding truth about
reality.

4. Human beings are the
product of our DNA,
which is the result of
unplanned evolution of
chance mutations and
survival of the fittest.

5. Morality based on the
notion of universal
human reason and
experience, assuming the
human ability to discern
objective right from
wrong.

Next article we will look at 
the Postmodern response to 
premodern and modern world 
views.

In the mean time here are 
those resources I promised 
you (In no particular order): 
(1) and (2) Gene Edward
Veith, Postmodern Times
and Post Christianity (Two
separate books. The first writ-
ten in 1994 and the second in
2020. I suggest you read them
in that order). (3) Douglas
Groothuis, Truth Decay (4)
Stewart E Kelly and James
K Dew Jr, Understanding
Postmoderism (5) James W
Sire, The Universe Next Door
(6) Steve Wilkens and Mark L
Sanford, Hidden Worldviews
(7) Nancy Pearcey, Total
Truth

2022 Cornerstone Directory 
Now Available !

The new church directories are available! Pick up 
yours  from the basket in the foyer of the Sanctuary. 

If you would like a PDF version, please email your 
request to Carol at info@CornerstoneKaty.org.
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