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Truth and Our Children
By Carter Sanger

For the past century, since 
the period of the enlighten-
ment, the world has drifted 
away from Truth in the pub-
lic sphere. By “Truth” I mean 
absolute truth. Biblical truth. 
(That’s the only truth there is.) 
Lately, it seems that this drift 
has accelerated. At the same 
time, that absence has left a 
vacuum. As it turns out, people 
cannot live in a world where 
there is no absolute truth. 
And so we are seeing alterna-
tive “truths” take residence. 
These alternative world- 
views, built on falsehoods, are 
being treated as absolutes and 
if you don’t agree with them, 
then you are viewed as mor-
ally wrong. While this feels 
new to many of us it isn’t new 

to history. Jesus illustrated it 
well:

43“When the unclean spirit  
has gone out of a person, it 
passes through waterless plac-
es seeking rest, but finds none. 
44Then it says, ‘I will return to 
my house from which I came.’ 
And when it comes, it finds the 
house empty, swept, and put in 
order. 45Then it goes and brings 
with it seven other spirits more 
evil than itself, and they enter 
and dwell there, and the last 
state of that person is worse 
than the first. So also will it 
be with this evil generation.” 
(Matthew 12:43–45)

Just as people cannot live in 
a vacuum of spiritual influ-
ence, society can’t live in a vac-
uum of truth. The trouble is, 

these “truths” that our culture 
embraces are hostile to The 
Truth and if we are not dili-
gent, our children will build 
lives on a false foundation. 

Perhaps now, more than 
ever, is the time to see the 
church invest in homes-
chooling and parent-driven 
coops and Christian schools 
for the next generation. This 
has always been God’s call-
ing. The family is the insti-
tution God designed to pass 
on our faith and establish 
a foundation of truth for 
our children’s lives. We are 
reminded and committed to 
that, as God’s family, each 
time we baptize a child in the 
faith. Because God’s prom-
ises flow (continued on pg 2) 

In This Issue

Financial Update 2

Postmodernism 3

Easter Schedule 4

Church Workday 6

Allen White presented the 
Devotional on what he called 
Discipleship 101. He began 
with 2 Timothy 2:2 in which 
Paul writes, “And the things 
you have heard me say in the 
presence of many witness-
es entrust to reliable men 
who will also be qualified to 
teach others.” Every believer 
is called to disciple making, 
and Paul is very instructional 
on how we should be doing 
this. In the first few chapters 

Session Highlights
By Tom Lott

of 1 Thessalonians we see 
excellent application of 1 and 
2 Timothy. Paul could not 
return to Thessalonica and 
was concerned that his efforts 
in that city might have been 
in vain. However, he was 
able to send Timothy who 
brought back a very encour-
aging report. Many believers 
think that 1 Thessalonians is 
purely about the end times, 
and yet it’s primarily an epis-
tle of encouragement. Paul 

was encouraged by the faith 
of the Thessalonians, and he 
in turn encouraged them. 
He tells them not to give up. 
What you’re doing is causing 
the Lord’s message to ring 
out. Don’t forget how we lived 
among you. “Brothers, in all 
our distress and persecution 
we were encouraged because 
of your faith. For now we real-
ly live, since you are stand-
ing firm in your faith.” It is 
imperative (continued on pg 3) 



2 Frontlines

Truth and Our Children (Cont.)
(continued from pg 1) through 
the family, it is our responsi-
bility to raise them to live in 
the midst of these great prom-
ises. As the Psalmist writes,

We will not hide them from 
their children, but tell to the 
coming generation the glori-
ous deeds of the Lord, and his 
might, and the wonders that he 
has done. (Psalm 78:4)

And as God instructs 
Moses, 6these words that I 
command you today shall 
be on your heart. 7  You shall 
teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and 
when you rise. 8 You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. 9 You shall 
write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates. 
(Deuteronomy 6:6–9)

This is not to say that 

government schools are all 
bad or that you cannot find 
faithful Jesus-following teach-
ers in government schools. 
You can, and we need more of 
them. But government schools 
do not share the Biblical goal 
of raising the next generation 
to be faithful citizens of the 
Kingdom of God. They seek 
to raise “good citizens,” which 
is a citizen faithful to the gov-
ernment and its agenda. 

So what can you do? If 
you have children, you can 
commit yourself to praying 
for wisdom with regard to 
how to train them in the way 
they should go. If you don’t 
have children in school then 
encourage and pray for those 
who do. Perhaps you can get 
involved as a mentor in the 
Public School system or offer 
help to parents with school-
aged children. Or, if you 
are so led, you can encour-
age your elected leaders to 

work towards legislation that 
facilitates parental involve-
ment and responsibility in 
education. 

The culture our children 
face is vastly different from 
the one I faced as a child; 
and that change continues. 
Rhonda and I can see a big 
difference in the culture even 
in the years between our old-
est and youngest child’s time 
in school. So let’s pray and 
get involved. And be confi-
dent in the work that you do 
to pass on your faith. God 
has ordained you to be the 
means of Kingdom growth. 
Let us not grow discouraged 
as we watch our children 
wrestle with Truth, as hard as 
it is. God is at work through 
you. The Kingdom of God is 
at hand with the coming of 
Jesus.

For the Kingdom,
Pastor Carter
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What is Postmodernism & Why Do I Need to Know That?
By Sam Downing

How can I identify post-
modern influence in the cul-
ture around me? What are 
some of the main identifiers of 
postmodernism thought?

Before we get started, I have 
one more resource for you: 
Gene Edward Veith’s newest 
book, Post Christian: A Guide 
to Contemporary Thought and 
Culture. While Dr. Veith in 
this book does not address 
postmodernism directly, he 
does a great job of pointing 
out the cultural working out 
of postmodern thought in 
the areas of discovering and 
knowing nature and reality, 
new understanding of the 
physical body and sex, society 
and culture, and religion. Dr 
Veith provides the beginning 
of answers for a Biblical per-
spective in each of these areas. 
It’s a great book for under-
standing the culture that 
surrounds us today and the 
beginning of answers based 
on Scripture to that culture.

 So, what are some of 
the common identifiers of 
postmodern thought and 
influence? I have chosen the  
following six for us to con-
sider. Many more could have 

been selected but again time 
and space restrain a more 
complete list. For more infor-
mation please see the list of 
resources in the April news-
letter article.

Deconstruction of truth

The Christian under-
standing of truth is foreign 
to the person influenced by 
postmodernism (For a great 
outline of the Christian posi-
tion on truth, see Douglas 
Groothuis’ Truth Decay, p 
60-82). Up until WW1 or 
WW2 all philosophical and 
theological systems, including 
most modernists thinkers and 
the Bible, were based on the 
foundation that truth exists 
and there are ways of discov-
ering and applying the truth 
in real life. Scientism, the 
view of modernism that only 
scientific truth is truth and 
only the scientific method can 
discover scientific truth, was 
still rooted and grounded in 
the search for real truth from 
a real world that really exists, 
and that real truth can be 
discovered. Postmodernists 
reject that view all together. 
For the postmodernists truth 

is made, not discovered. Truth 
is socially constructed. Each 
culture has its own view of 
truth, and that view of truth 
is equally valid as any other 
culture’s view of truth. The 
phrase, “That’s your truth…
This is my truth” comes from 
postmodernism. Truth is rel-
ative to the culture. Truth is 
whatever you can get the com-
munity to agree on. However, 
postmodernism understands 
that all claims to truth are 
disguised claims to power. If 
the dominate group in a cul-
ture established what truth is, 
it is only their attempt to con-
trol the cultural narrative and 
keep their domination (sup-
pression/oppression) over all 
other groups in that culture. 
Michael Foucault, one of the 
main postmodern thinkers 
in the area of ethics, stated 
that “All claims of truth are 
constructed to sever those in 
power”. For the postmodern-
ists, all claims to truth must 
be deconstructed. They must 
be analyzed and taken apart 
to understand the underlying 
assumptions of oppression 
in them. The postmodern 
understanding of truth is a 

(continued from pg 1) that we, 
at Cornerstone, imitate what 
Paul demonstrated to the 
church at Thessalonica.

The Session and the 
Deacons broke into groups of 
two and prayed for each other.

Please pray that God will 
continue to provide for the 
needs of the church; He will, 
but we have to continue to 

present our prayers and peti-
tions to Him: “In the morn-
ing, O Lord, you hear my 
voice. In the morning, I lay 
my requests before You and 
wait in expectation.”

The Deacons were approved 
by Session to move forward 
with replacing the AC in the 
Sanctuary. The cost will be in 
the neighborhood of $24,000. 

Session Highlights (Cont.)
The time is right to do it now, 
instead of possibly having the 
unit go out this summer.

There will be a Maundy 
Thursday service at 
Cornerstone on April 14th.

As always, the meeting 
concluded with Shepherding 
and Care Group concerns and 
prayer.
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direct challenge to the Biblical 
understanding of truth.

Death of the Metanarrative

A metanarrative is a 
world and life view. It is an 
over-arching view of the world 
and truth (that included spir-
itual things, art, culture, rela-
tionships … anything and any 
activity) that is the foundation 
of any understanding and use 
of the world and truth estab-
lished by a particular system of 
thinking, like the naturalism/
materialism we discussed in 
previous articles. A metanar-
rative would seek to answer 
such questions as: Why does 
anything exist? Why is there 
evil in the world? Who am 
I? What is my purpose? Why 
am I here? What is the goal 
of life? Does God exist? etc. 
Postmodernists view meta-
narratives as imposed views 
of the world used by oppres-
sors to advance their oppres-
sion. Jean-Francois Lyotard 
stated that, “Postmodernism 
is incredulity toward met-
anarratives.” The big story/
narrative is dead. What is left 

is a lot of little stories…your 
story, my story, this society's 
story, that cultures story…
personal or cultural narra-
tives…all of which are equal-
ly valid (except of course the 
narratives of Nazi Germany 
and that of white Anglo-
Saxon protestant males which 
is usually equated to be the 
same) and all of which must 
be deconstructed.

the DeMise of the text

Postmodernism asserts 
that language is a power-play. 
All stories, all narratives, all  
metanarratives are just a mask 
for power; any one narrative 
used as a metanarrative is 
oppressive. Francis Bacon once  
said, “Knowledge is power.” 
The postmodernists says 
that there is no such thing as 
knowledge; story is power. 
Language is power. However, 
language is not a “mirror of 
nature”. Postmodernists claim 
that language is semantically 
self-contained, or self-referen-
tial: the meaning of the word 
is not a static thing in the 
world or even an idea in the 

mind, but rather a range of 
contrasts and differences with 
the meanings of other words. 
Because meanings are in 
this sense functions of other 
meanings…which themselves 
are functions of other mean-
ings, and so on. They are nev-
er fully “present” to the speak-
er or hearer but are endlessly 
interpreted and understood 
by the reader or hearer. Self-
reference characterizes not 
only natural languages but 
also social practices and mor-
al and intellectual values of a  
community or tradition. The 
meaning of a novel has noth-
ing to do with the ideas or 
views of the author. It is the 
readers who endlessly give 
the text meaning from each 
of their own community's 
knowledge or truth. So the 
author or writer disappears; 
becomes irrelevant; dies to 
the reader. The text is left to 
be endlessly interpreted by 
the reader or hearer with no 
correction from any other 
reader or hearer including the 
author. Consequently, the text 
also disappears; dies; becomes 

Postmodernism (Cont.)

Easter Week

Palm Sunday FellowShiP 
lunch – aPril 10

You are invited to join us for 
another fabulous fellowship 
lunch after worship service. 
We will enjoy grilled ham-
burgers and hotdogs out on 
the patio.  Use the QR code to 
find out how you can pitch in. 
If you are unable to contrib-
ute, please don't let that keep 
you from attending. We want 
to fellowship with you!  But let 
us know if you are attending 
so that we can prepare enough 
food.

maundy ThurSday – aPril 14
Join us at 7:00 p.m. for a 

contemplative service as we 
reflect upon Jesus' last supper 
with his disciples and his cru-
cifixion. This service helps put 
Jesus' final days in perspective 
as we prepare to celebrate his 
resurrection on Easter Sunday 
where the death of death is on 
display.

"Maundy" comes from the 
Latin word for command 
(mandatum), taken from John 
13:34 where Jesus says, after 
washing the disciples' feet, "a 
new command I give you, that 
you love one another."

eaSTer morning – aPril 17
There will be no Sunday 

morning classes. But please 
invite a friend and join us as 
we celebrate our Lord’s resur-
rection. Immediately follow-
ing worship service, we will 
enjoy our annual egg hunt. 
Help is needed to coordinate 
the egg hunt. Use the QR code 
to find a way to help.
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Postmodernism (Cont.)
irrelevant to the reader’s or 
hearer’s understanding. For 
the postmodernists the text 
is to be dissected and decon-
structed to discover its under-
lying cultural influences and 
presuppositions. So postmod-
ernists are “free” to reinterpret 
the Bible, the Constitution, 
the Bill of Rights, laws, etc., as 
they see fit without reference 
to the original intent or mean-
ing or any historical record of 
understanding of the text’s 
meaning.

Christians have sometimes 
slipped into this way of deal-
ing with the Bible. Have you 
ever been to a Bible study 
where the questions were, 
“What does this passage 
mean to you?” Let me state 
emphatically…NO! The ques-
tion always for the Christian 
is, “What does this text mean 
and how do we apply it to our 
lives?”

fluiD iDentity anD DoMinance 
of the therapeutic

When truth is denied, 
and all authority is denied 
except my own and that of 
my community, then, I am 
free to redefine myself as I see 
fit within that community. 
So, I can redefine myself and 
identify as a male or female, 
or nongender, or any of the 
increasing number of alter-
native identities (I heard 
this week of a person who is 
now identifying himself as a 
wolf!?!). The shift is from what 
is true to what makes you feel 
good. If there is no fixed iden-
tity but everyone is constantly 
able or required to reinterpret 
themselves, the individu-
al is left to their own needs, 
desires, and proclivities. With 

no “truth” to speak against 
such fluid and fleeting identi-
ties for any one person, all that 
is left is therapy. The worst sin 
becomes denial of a person’s 
freedom, happiness, or what-
ever completes a person or 
makes the person feel good. 
This is why the transgendered 
person gets so upset when we 
forget or fail to call that person 
by their preferred pronouns. 
To the transgendered person, 
we have disrespected them, 
denied their identity and 
self, oppressed them, and/or 
denied them fulfillment and 
happiness. We have become 
the haters…the oppressors. 
With no Bible, priest, or pas-
tor, or village elder, or depos-
itory of historical records of 
the community (because the 
only truth that matters is your 
truth and the truth of your 
community today) where 
is one to go when there are 
problems?…therapy! 

As a Christian and lay 
counselor, I see the needs for 
counseling in the life of the 
church, but Christian coun-
seling/therapy always follows 
Biblical truth. Biblical truth 
does not serve as therapy!

Decline of authority

For the postmodernists, all 
authority must be dethroned; 
the text, authors, traditions, 
Bible, God, the Church, pas-
tors and priests, rulers, gov-
ernments, police…all author-
ity. Authorities represent the 
ruling class, the privileged 
class and their efforts to con-
trol and dominate and con-
tinue to rule all other com-
munities. Authorities are the 
oppressors. The truth of the 
authorities, the culture of the 

authorities, and their society 
is all about power. For the 
postmodernists there is no 
objective knowledge, no truth 
of correspondence, there is 
only stories, stories that, when 
they are believed, give the 
storyteller power over others. 
Any story but one’s own is 
oppressive. To reject oppres-
sion is to reject all the stories 
society tells us. That, of course, 
is anarchy. The BLM riots, the 
looting, and burning of sever-
al major city downtowns and 
shopping areas in 2020, is a 
good example of what we are 
talking about here.

DisplaceMent of Morality

If truth is relative and prag-
matic for the individual and 
the community from which 
that individual comes, then 
all morality is relative and 
pragmatic to the individual 
and his/her community. For 
the postmodernists, tradi-
tional morality is restrictive 
and oppressive. Postmodern 
thinkers reject both the pre-
modern view of the univer-
salism of ethical and moral 
norms based on divine reve-
lation and the modern’s view 
of ethics and morals based on 
ethical and moral principles 
derived from man’s unaided 
reason alone. Richard Rorty, 
one of the main proponents 
of pragmatism in postmod-
ernism, having rejected the 
objective legitimacy of met-
anarratives for morals, opts 
for Western liberal tradition 
of ethics rather than face 
the conclusion in postmod-
ernism of moral anarchy. 
Rorty affirms that he would 
honor the human rights of 
a wandering child who was 
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As you no doubt under-
stand, Cornerstone relies 
heavily on the good efforts 
of all of us to maintain basic 
services and facilities of the 
church. The Deacons are 
scheduling quarterly work 
days this year. The next one is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 
2 starting at 8:00 a.m. until 
noon or so.

This Work Day will focus 
on getting the campus ready 
for Easter. However, there 
is always a variety of tasks 
ranging from "light" to 
"heavy" needing completion 

to maintain good condition of 
the facilities and safety of our 
members, especially our kids.

This is also a great oppor-
tunity to bond with fellow 
church members you know 
well, and to come to a deeper 
knowledge and appreciation 
of those you don’t. Bring your 
family, and let them grow 
closer to their church com-
munity. Organizing the day 
requires a good headcount, so 
please let Mark Williams or 
Steve Bressler know as soon as 
you can if you or any member 
of your family will join us.

Church Workday - April 2
By Mark Williams

Postmodernism (Cont.)
the remnant of a slaughtered 
nation, whose temples have 
been razed and whose books 
have been burned. Christians 
would agree because the child 
was created by God and bears 
the image of God, and as such 
has dignity, value, and worth 
in and of himself. God calls 
us to preserve life (Ex. 20:13). 
For the postmodernists any 
sense of human dignity, value 
or worth is culturally con-
structed through tradition. It 
does not reside in the essence 
of humanity itself. Therefore, 
any such orphan from civili-
zation would have no share in 
human dignity since he would 
be without any surrounding 
culture to provide it. To be 
consistent, no postmodernists 
can criticize the Nazi nation 
in its final solution for the 
Jews. There is nothing in the 
nature of things to constrain 
a Rorty or anyone else from 
simply ignoring or tortur-
ing such a cultureless child. 
One could simply redescribe 
the child not as an orphan 
or an object of pity, but as a 
nonentity, something outside 

our community and thus 
worthless from our perspec-
tive. Rorty and others are 
working on the assumption 
that one ought to stay within 
one’s moral tradition. There 
is no possible reason to do so 
within postmodern thought, 
because there is no inherent 
meaning or value or signifi-
cance for placement within a 
particular culture. As Rorty 
says in Objectivity, Relativism, 
and Truth (p202), “when the 
secret police come, when the 
torturers violate the innocent, 
there is nothing to be said 
to them of the form ‘there is 
something within you which 
you are betraying … some-
thing beyond those practices 
which condemns you.’ This is 
because there is nothing deep 
down inside us except what 
we have put there ourselves. 
All criteria, all standards 
and all argumentations are 
solely obedience to our own 
conventions.”

In the next article we will 
look at the Biblical alternative 
to these 6 identifiers of post-
modern thought.

On March 27, Pastor Carter installed 
Elder Mifflin Dove and Deacon Todd Glover.  

We had several reinstallations as well: Gene Cover and 
Sam Downing as Elders and Steve Bressler as Deacon.

To the Lamb be blessing 
and honor and glory and 
might forever and ever!
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